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“When 1"t
uinted that, or ot least Steve Cortlandt

A under her diretton, 1t wis one of

the cleversst exploits on revond. Co
lommbin wounldn't let ns bhoild the cani)
g0 P sptended], War wis dedlarsd
but the Tnited States [nterfered in

time (o prevent Dloodshed. By the timse

the excitement had died out we had
begun  digcing She nows  Central
Ameriea llke the pala of her hand

When she suys Kirk Anthony wants o
position, we hirelings jump about and
see that he gets it Ob, you'll huve any

Job vou want."”

The two phased through the railrond
gates and took their places in the it
tle car When they were under way
Runpels went on: “1 a Pposed m
show von this vnd of the K ol tedl
you whit ft all  menns I'ie  diteh
will Twe ahont Afty miles long, and,
roughly spoaking, the work s in three
parts—the dredging and haebor bulld-
tng ot xen level on ench end of the
entnd, the loek wy nnd the excava-
tions oo the vpper level I'hat dam
you saw hnilding at Gatun will form
f Inke about thirty miles long—quite a
fshpond, eh? When o westliound =Hip
firrives. for Instanve, It will be ralsed
through the Gatun loeks, three of them
and then Ul e elghty-five feom
above fhe : e lnke nnd
Into el right throngh the
hils ontil It reachs the locks nt
Mcleo M f Then It will be lowersd
to o stnaller nke tive les Jong, then
Aown again to the level of the Pacifie
An ensthound shipn will reverse the
process.  Got the Ldem ¥

“Sure. 1t sonnds ensy)

You will start in with the P. . B
Mr. Anthony, ander wy despotle swny
“T know a lttle abont rallronding
o LI TR I Dol tir I'bere's a
rallrond mun by sour name In

Wil A vy relnted

“T helieve 0. Kirk answered, qnls
Iy (3« hend with the lesson,*

“The canal zone 15 a strip of In
ten mliles wide ranninge  poross  t)
Ithmus—renlly  an American ool
yon kuow, for we govern it, pollce
and all that As for the work itself
woll, the follows at the two ends of
the cus ¢ dredeing night and day

the lock bulld-
ke mad to

to complete their part

ere nte Inyving concrete

get i r share done first. the chaps In !
the big cut are boring through the Blls

Hre moles and breaking steam shovel

pecords every week, while we rallroad
men taike e¢are of the whole shooting
match, Of course, there are other de
partments—sunitary, englneering
mdssary, and so forth—all doing thelr
share. but that is the general scheme
Everybody 18 trying to break records

Lord! It's flerce”

“Why dido't you quit ¥’ suggested An-
thony

“Qult! What for? Good Lord! We
Mke It Here we ore at Pedro Miguel,
by the war. We'll be into the cut
shortly

To his left Anthony beheld another
scene somewhat similar to the one at

movable stes]l crunes

\rms. rose out of

atun
with huge wide fung
agother chusm {n which were extensive
From a distance

ther

eoncrete workings
the towers resembled parts of & half
constructed cantilever bridge of tre
mendous helght Aprother Army was
tolling at the tsottom of the pit, more
ears shunted back nnd forth, more
ok erushers  rumbiled | befor
KlIrk's eve " 7
than a smn rt, the t d
aped past 4 WaAs r opot
bridge spanning tt twnlf
the nost | ¢
cut through t hills at rnels wnl
Wi
At uf iater be aunounced: “T
Lews 1 t » re
" the Now
Bewin & et £
1) ¢ TAr
snw the
¥ 24 s ot ndons
: ne WES sV 1
k -1 t by human hands
It » talley Ip the mnak
Ing n #ldes wore 4l
end rock t Aosens of compressed
ir Avd . = resembling the
gsls Ul of cathas te at & hae

patn svveded. 8he manip ¢

| help you." sald the other warmiy

com- |

these fri powerful steam

grunted quite

bemmud i
shovels which rooted nn
ke fron hogs Along the
rlous levels flowed 8 constant
of trafile; lines of ¢
erent past then
overflowing, sped nway
the va I".l- o return
Nowhere

wore a eold mac il

aurment

long apty onrs

filled to
northwand up
and again

Nenoss, iy

the ghavels

wus 1 re any b

@ or n man At rest
hand was smoke

The

t'n every
d swent Uil st 1

1

drills <k

fron bogs gouged out
1 T |

the bungry
w the dr
truins rolled past at intervals of a8 mo
Lines of electrl
woodlen “sheams,” parl
eled the trucks, besring the white hot
spnrks that rent the mountalin. At ev
ery switch a negro filroman, erouched
honeath a sianting shoet of corragnte)
Iron, seeking shelter alike from fAying
fragments and the blazing sun. From

t trindls loosernsdl, the

et Or So wire, car

rie<] ..:.' low

tracks at va. |

vl stenm |

benonth the drills came ocensional saly |

terrnnesan explosions; then geysers of
muddy water rose In the alr. Under
the suouts of the steam shovels “dobe”

shots went off as bow!ders were riven |

into smaller fragments. Now and then

an excited tooting of whistles

gave |

whrning of n bgger blast as the flag-|

men chiecked the flow of traffic, Indi
enting with arma upralsed that the
ground was “coming up.” Thereupon a
brief lull oecurred: men hild themseives,
the work held Its breath, as it were
But while the detonations stll]l echoed
and before the Arxing mlssiles had
rettged to shower the hnman ants were
molling at thelr hills once more. the
wheels were turning nealn, the jaws of
the lron hogs woere clnnking

Tt 1igh this upheaval the motorenr
penetrated, dodging trains of “flnts"
which moved slngeishly to aford them
pussuge ap and down over the volennle
nt the bottam of the gorge

furrows
or
foundations were belng dag. At thmes
n shovel reached out Its five vard steel

ng some shelf benenth which the |

aw and gently el ¥l the ralls of |
debris, or bookts] & s howlder fram
the path with all the skill of n glant

band and fingera Up and down the
eanyon rolled spasmodie rombiings, ke
broadsides from a Oeet of battleshiips
Mile after mile the sightseprs rolled
on. pust scenes of virving ne
tivity—past more shovels, more groups
of drills, trains,
ments of men—Runnels
Kirk marvelin
excialm
“1 bl
loesn't
.
0l
You see there Is too n
it w
will lnst
1= nesdd on an sdministention matter
for his wife's

never
more dirt more reel

explatning,

g untl] he wiis foresd to
it wus so big It
if they'd ever finish

no (den
SOeIn JN
"Il finish it 1F we're Jet
teh politics In

long our Jobs
It some senitor whose vole

W plone

wWe never know ho

winnted my position
brother, be couldl get 1t

“I soppose 'm an examplea®

Hunnels looked nt him squarely be
fore “You wnld he
“sithough | wasn't thinking of you
when 1 spoke. It's something we ol
feel, however "

Anthony fushed ns he answered: ~]
don’t remewmber ever taking anything
I wasn't entitled to, and | didn't think
when 1 In here that 1'd
shove some other fellow oot | suppose
there l= room at the
low ean work up?™

“If he has It in him."

“1 think I'll start there.™

nnswering nre."

whs shoved

“T'm afraid you're a poor buﬂmﬂl

“Aut I've

man," stld Hunnelw

“Rotten™ Kirk admitted
an iden | can make good If 1 try"

“1f you feel that way 1 certainly will
“Of
course ['ll try to help you anyhow, hut

I llke your spirit. With Mre Cort
Inndt to back me wvp. I'll see you go
forward as fast a8 you deserve”

By pow they were ont of the cot and

men INor i *he main Pee n
LCe mote 1o 3 Lhe main line at

Obsipo. heading beck toward the Pa
clfie

5 |
“You asked me to tell yon something

" Runnels contlpued, “T'm
not sure Information
rorTect knowing who ste is. |

think | undermmnd why she is o Pan

about her
my
bt

ema. It ts polities—big politiee The
Bplggoties havi clection nest year
and It I8 pecessary o get our wires
well lald before it comes off. Genernl

Alfarez will probably he the next pres
dent™

“Alfarez! Not Ramon?™

“His father, You know we Amerd
CAnS OCCUPY R e inr position here
set duwn as we are 0 the midst of an
alten people who bhste nus Oh. they
hate un. all rig except n few of
the tier A

P

“There are wl ANy reasons
For or thirs s 0 =art of racia
Al . wl e stole
i n ( sOr
1 \merica tum, for

- . n re Y K ive
. 1
B
by
whas tha - We move

is entirely

bottom, and a fel '

I

S ¥
iy ! rf & Jirs
i (% ‘

f i i -
11141 f the smartest w noh

.
s %
She's

Wl v th o— hiar o
AL ) of his o Yoy
w-—nand riedd Cort Wit w6

though 've bhenrd

g O T AU S

We Repair All Kinds of
' MACHINERY
AUTOS and
GAS ENGINES
gquippea with steel drilling ontfits, turning
lathe, furnace, etc.

-y

?
; We are e

tant Dy showsd [ ¢ before she | 8§ GASOLINE, DRY BATTERIES, AUTO SUFPLIES ALWAYS ON HAND
teed B ont and alisorbw! him. But AT THE

now he's merely bher power of attor

nes * I
Anthony purasd hia ips into &8 whis

thee of nxtonishment

“It's beets & @ood thing for him*
Runnels ran on, evidentls warmed to
liise subject. “She's made hls reputy
tion: he has money and position Faor
my part. I'd eather remals losignif
cant amd have n renl wife.*

“Daon't they love each other?

“Nobody knows She's enrved out of
fee, and as for him, well, gratitude is
a good deal ke rust—in thoe it de
stroys the thing it olings to. | suppose
'my tollking too mneh. hut ethers would
teli you the same things”

It was with quite s different eye tha
Kirk looked upon his host and hostess
that evening. To his genuine liking for
the latter was now wlded a worshipful
adwmdrntion and a hovish gratiflication
nt her regard, which rnther put her at
a (Hatinos

“It's all settled.” sald he. “"I'm go
ing o work in & few days as trujn col

lectop,™

"Whnt* M. Cortlandt tormed npon
him shnmply “Runnels dldo’t offer
vou thut sort of position?  Her eves
were durk with  Indlgnation Kirk
promptly came to the defense of his
P W i

s, | oasked for itt

O | Waell, he will do mneh

bhettor by ol

you than that
snything

i dontt

want better to

start with
“But. my dear
merely o condoctor,
“Surel | can do that
at somwetting han”
NG, tio, 'l see that you dom't
fmil Don't you understand ¥
“1 poderstand o lot more than 1 Ald,

boy, & rollector Is
e takes tlokers.”
I wmight fall

Mre., Cortlandt Thut's why 1 don't
want to rob some chap of 8 fob he's
entitled to. and | sha'n't There's a
rollector quitting shortiy.”

“Is that renlly the reason, or do you
think the work will be easjer?™
hirk stirred ancomfortably
'y not trying to dodge noything.” he
the contrary, the
nmaglng thing bns happened
sotpething 1 enn't quite anderstand
I—1 really want to work. Funny, lsn't

“{h.

maintnined. “On

oSt

It? 1didn't koow people ever got that
way, but—-I"d like o belp build this
ennal”

Wit a conductor! Why, you're a

gentlemnn ™
“My dud was n brakeman ™

Continued next week

INDEPENDENGCE GARAGE & MACHINE SHOP

EDWARDS & BALL, Proprietors
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FOR SALE: Stock Hogs that
averages 75 pounds. A cheap

work horse or two, a good young
milk cow, short time fresh, one

horse wagon, heavy wagon.
ENDOLANE ORCHARDS

Phone Farm 2514, Independence

Burk’s Cafe

In Gain’s Pool Hall

The Best Meal in Polk County
for 25¢. Quick Service and Plenty
to eat. Try our Dinner meal when

' {In Town

Remember the Place “C" Street
| Next Door fo Monitor Office

Are You Looking
for a Reliable

Drug S

tore?

If you want good Service, good
Drugs and Reasonable Prices,

you willfind them at our store.

We have

everything that Is needed Inthe sick room

and can secure in the shortest time possible any prepa-
ration or appliance that mav be suggdestedby a doctor,
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Romembhar Our Price

s are as Low as Consistant with good drugs

THE Rt S PHA

Y., J. 2RUWN, Progr., Independence, Oregon
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