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s nngd one for Ave 1 there ware
two or th 1 % o sliver und four
five-centitoe s in o0 s=mall coln
purse which be carrind s trousers" |

huwd four wr
of Its
differvut

pocket The lurge purse
five ealling

irtiments,

cands o one coin
Denring o

On the back

ench

e pone of them his
of one of them Vantine's address wis |
written b pencil

There were no letters, oo papers, no |
written .1.. vments of any Kind o the {

of whose con
Oldds und ends
iUt with

runinder
ted of such

fockots

tents cons

s Huy tomight earry
hMm—a 5 vatch, & penkoife, o
hulf er vy pucket of French tobuceo
4 sheat of cle e, four or five
keys om & o sk handkerclde!
and perhaps some other artitles which
1 but pot n thing 1o
a1 Identity
t In' & Fregeh,™ sald
Ifrey Leld up the
bl Leen examining
b ! toside It
~ il I nph of
woman with boll dork eyes and
ful s i ovnl face, n face so typl
eully French that It wus ot to D mis
taken
“A indy's muid, 1 shounid say.” added
Goddlfrey. looking ot It ogain Thure
I one fact which we hove apparebtly
overi . but It proves beyond the
shpdow of a donbt that this fellow
didn't deift In bere by accldent e

danie bere of Intentlon, aud the fgten
tion wasn't to KIN bimsell, elther ™

“How do vou know that? demanded
Goldberger lueredulously

Godflrey picked np the purse,
ed It snd ook out one of the cards

“By this"” be said, und beld it up
“Yon have alrendy seen what ks owrit
tenn oo the back of (t—Mr, Vantine's
unme and the number of this house
That proves. doesn’t it. that this fel
low camwe to New York expressly to
e Mr Vantine ™

“I"erhnps you thlnk Mre Vautine kill- |
el him,"* suggested Goldberger narcas |
teally

“No," sald
bave time ™

“Thanpks.” sald Vantioe drily,

“1 suppose, then, you think it was
Parks.” sald Goldberger

“It may quite possibly have bees
Parks.” ngreed Godfrey grively.

"Nounseuse!™ broke In Vaotine lmpa
tiently

"Of course I8 ponsense” wasented
Goldberger. “It's nonsense to say that |
he was killed by angbods He killed |
bimseir.”

“I'll cable to Pars."” sald Simmonds. |
“If be belongs there wa'll sson find out
who he 147

s YOUu'd better call an umbulapce and
bave him tuken to the morgue.” went
on Goldberger “Bomebwuly may lden
tiry him there. There'll be 8 erowd
tomorrow, for., of course, the papers
will be full of this affair

apwn

Godfrey “He didn't

*The Record ur least will hnve a very
full accotint.” Godfrey wssured him

“And Ul call the Inguest for the day Ii
after.” Goldberger ot ted “
send my physlciun down to wnke a
post mortem right wway [ there's
tny polson 1o thia fellow's stomuch

we'll find "

Godfrey dld not speak. but | knew
whit wans In his mind He was think
ing thnat if such puison existed the ves
sel which tad contnined It had not yet
bewn  found  The same thought no
hhr veenrred to Simmonds, for after

ering the pollceman In the ball to

eall the nmbolance he returned and
begun o enreful sesrch of the poom.
felnge his electrle toreh to Numine
erers shindowed corner. Godfrey de
Firtiml iself 1o & stmilar search, but |
withy were withont resnlt Then God
Fopy mininte Inspesction of the
s “A"'l'- I'll IJ!

od Hapatience. and

nuted tward the

. ne s id “Rut

w t vour phyalciae

] b ul

s that Por
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¢ 17 It wa % #old he gwa
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d 1k
My thi < } "ellow pen
1 % Y
: hatrow &
ndd then wh
) ifilenir puve the
t d himsealf. The ad
o | whatever, that |
e 8T nestlun of sibelile
Al 1 Mr Lester. If this
fsn'y ] Hpre's the LT T T
1 re renl ivith the stretch

and edrried

er, placed the body on It
It nway. Gokdberger paused to guther
L the articies he had taken from the
wl mnn's pockets
You gentlemen will have to give
your testlmony it the  Liwguest Lier
suld: “so wili P nid Rogers It
will be oy nfter tot W, probibly
it 10 e T | vou of the
| bor
"Vory well,” 1 =uld; "we'll be thore,™
i Goddberts Bide un goodby and
I T TTTE Vi sy | adided
Vintlog st e getting back o
e ey Il be asking the pollide
e olouls for nee st Man allve™ =il
B ed 0t witeh - “it's after 4
l'u wie for the oftice,'” sald Van
ettir o dpatales Lk have
IFink i leew, | whut to ik with
AL leaist el thew Kiow 'imnost
| I =il | U
' | ) 1] S QR
Telt 1t i i i
{ et b it
WA il
(L [ [l (0% |
! Kt L] i (RIS T AL ] 19
(R TN v K Dldsa D o]y
'hen wi e inf
I il sl beryels thieury G pret
o ope by hid Beard] of v
T f fellow upd coame b bers
[T ! v e Was wilti
sudidenly gase it ap

“And killed himself? Vaontine com
pleted

| besititsd 1 wons astonished to O
at the pack of my mind o growin,
tluulit

‘S hete. Lester” Yantine demand
e, Uil e ddo't ki bimself, whoan
it prpend 10 him ¥

“Heaven vbly  Buows” 1| answersd

“I"'ve been asking myself
e same gquestion withontr foding »
regsunnble noswer to It But If any
through It Jim Godfrey

tu despnlr

Imd.\ UL ey
ean”
Vitntine seewed deeply perturbed
“Pell me Lester,” he sald, "do you
belleve thut theory of Godfrey's—that
that insignificant wound on the hand

| on used death T’

| msked wmywelf the snme guestion
before | mnswered

“Yes, 1 do” | sald finsglly

“Lester, | bave u queer feellng that

: the business which brought this man

here {o some wuy concerned the Boule
cablnet 1 was telllug you about Per
baps it belonged to him.”

“Hardly," | protested. recalllng his
ahabby Appenrs nee

“At any rate. | remember os | Wan
looking ot his eard that <ome such
thought oceurred to e It was for

thit rmr-n | told Prrks 1o ask him to
walt™

“It's possible. of cvurse.” | admit
ted  “But that wouldo't explnin s
excitement And thot remints me” |
added. “1 bhaven't sent off that eable™

“Any tme tonignt®win do It wil
be deliversd In the morning. But you

tnven't seen the cabiuet yet Cowme
down apd ook st It”
He ted the way downo the stalr

Park« met ns It the lower hall

“There's n delegntion of reporters
outside, sir” be mid “They say
they 've got tugses you'™

Vaotine made a movement of Lmpa
tence

“Tell them,” he mald, “that | posi
tively refuse to see them or to allow
my servants to see them Let them
get thelr informwation from the police”™

“Very well, sir.” anld Parks and turn
od nway, grinning

Vantine prssed on through the ante
roviu fu which we bad found the body
of the oufortunate Frenchman and
intue the rootn beyoend Five or siz
pleres of furnitpre. evidently just un
packed, stood thers; but. Ignorant s
1 mm of such things, he dld pot have

to polot out 1o e the Boule enbinet

I lvoked &t it for some moments, for
It was certiloy heautiful plece of
work _—. ¢ tulav and it
Rt A I that

1

- | i 1 T he
4 L) it ande
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tyou let it get uway. ['m
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it I wis wi Ly
EALL] 0t o
clnlly |
tite % ] It was liir bt § 1
AN resinibesd  more than 8 redr's
(it = Vantine wus meroely lesting
A Th (L | il miit
1 twr briigtil for B tenth of 1t
thw TRV
P oW ol U S ocioek that sventng
f T 1t my dior and
Wil el by the
IBE that he hine
- IRl .
<1y I s ld ‘I"ve
tto gor down to the offfce and pmt
fini=liing touches on that story *
nevertheless e tonk the elene |

Yored bl and

& my own

suuk nto the chafy

O

M want to say this, Lester,” ho anid,
“thnt of all the cases | ever had noy
ol Dettier thin this one

s physiclan fulshed

e has proin
dos.  The

Il (misliiortern badf o nn hour or s
Welt¥y' ) suld
e
xi It showed no trace of (M
facer

stomach ibhsolutely nor

Hson of

Wis
af kind Rutlwr a for wou
friend Goldherger’

*What st atter with Goldber
e
nity

ger?
sl bt peevid with you thi
He's o Grady man, snd
Grady lap't e
Fle gor thie
| And
{2

ha's wiil

wWolder
we're mlfter CGirads ta
Bedd the detective bureny
Job throagh hils pull

1 he's crooked Lhe

he's wiuj
I snspux ord
siys he

evervthin

hns
g will be seréne again”

Look bere, Godfrey.™ 1 sald
wisn't putson whint wits 1L7

“But 1t wus polson.”

"Tasmertsd o the hoood ™

He nodidisd

“Goldberzer siys there's
ktiowrn wl i bhe mmed] thit s
fand which woald act wo quickly. ™

"Goldberger s right In thot” ngereoed
il frey ‘PBut there's 4 pulson oo
Kuuwn that will, becnuse it dd "

"It wasn't u snike bite?

“Oh, oo Sonke polson wonldn't kil
# man thut quickly, not even u for-dle
lance, That fellow practically droppaed
where he wus steuek,”

“Then what was 117

Godfrey was sitting erect again,. Fle
wis not smililng pow, [Iis fire was
very stern

“That fellow wns killed by sowme
ngency ontside himself.™ he sald  *In
some way a drop or two of polson was
lntroduced Into hls blood by ap instru-
ment something lke o hypodermic
tsedle, and thay polson was 80 power
ful that almost lnstantly It caused
paralysis of the heart™

“Put yon've alrendy sald thera's no
polkon so powerful na sl that*™

“1 snld we didn't know of any. |
wouldn't be so wure that Ontherine de
Medicl didn't.  This case 1sn't As ex
traordinary as some of the old polson
lug storfes”

“No," | agreed. and fell sllent. shiv
ering & little, for there s something
horrible and revolting abowt the po)
ROner

gol to ga "

“If I

no - polson

I ~on

CHAPTER 111
The Thunderbolt.

" FTER all”™ went on Godfrey
"there I8 one thing that nelther
voll mor | nor sny  ressondg bis
twan can belleve

thnt this Frenchman came from bheav

en knows whers frow Paris
=with Vantine's asddress in bis pocicet

nnd buoted up the house nod mude bis |

way Into it simmply to Ki bhinself there
He bad some other object, and be met
his denth while trying to accomplish
A
“Have youi found out who be =7
“No 0ot registersd W1 any
the botels The French consnl never
heard of bim He belongs to none of
the Freoch socleties  He's not known
In the French quarter  Fle seems o
have dropped o froms the clouds
Welve caliled our Paris office 0 oo
him up We may hear from there to
night it we disecover the
identicy  of d'Aurelle, n
elp e
Why not? 1 der
Beragse 1t is evident that that fsn'

LT of

even i
I'tieophille
nny ™

nm il isd

130 Hend wpd el e, Godfrey

flisrtig g |

abd that s

el arrested A, of course, We can't 7 I on Wy N 13
#¢0 at wetives until wy ind out some I‘{ v e i I ‘..’le
thing abomt hlmn*
"Hal, Oodfrev.” 1 suld, "how was it — —— —— = ]
dene? Thit ta what stumps me How
wis It dope? { * \
"AN™ agrecd odfrey “T"unt's 1!
How was it 4 [ tolll you it was o iy Y
ety i, Lester  But walt i swe M
a 4 . CH >
s moe" | sntd, sitting ag
widadenly ‘Yo gt o iide o0 Paris  ——
niyself, on some business for Mr. Van
Nt cotnpctod with this s T ! F' h B d
A, No: NS Ippars over thore sent ower s ls ran
! n plce of » that diwen't l‘ k
belong to hm, He asked me to straigzlit Reflex S lc er
(1] r" !-n:-_.- yut

| rang for the b
enble

Armand & Son, telllng them of the
mistake and nsking them to onble the | abone™, No water can reach you even
tawe of the owner of the eabluel now I"M.u‘h thi spenings betwean the bittsie~
In Mr Vantine's possossion  Godfrey that's where our famous Reflex Edges pro-
v tect you by kecping out every dieg.
g0l to his feet R furtab] i F Sy
_ i 5 oomy, comlortable, nnd 8o well made thet it
...I.ll lu.l.l ol 'llllh .Il.l:u.' h‘[l sald gives the longeat mervice
reres ne oose sitting bere theoris =
= = SATISFACTION
e ontll we bave sume sort of foun 6300 GUARANTEED
dntlon to bulld on. ™ -
Thae. tising ¢ ton At your dealer’s, or sent prepaid on reenigt
e tnglog of my telephone stop of price, Send fub catelig ol Fish Biund gooda,
fwd hilin
"Hello," | sald. taking down the re A. J. TOWER CO. 10"“3
reiver BOSTON ?#I
| e e Tover Canadion Limited
Continued on pag " — ST ) ‘mw\‘“
-

JUST THE COAT FOR DRIVING
WHEN IT RAINS

Face any storn 1o it andd you'll retuen

oy, asked for a
binok nnd seut off o meskyre to
"Dy s
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We want vour Garden Seed Business th We are handling E
J w. A. l’lr[cc.' JdiL. L May lines of Garoon Seed 1ol
Try some of cur Feed on yow ‘tock and Pouliry
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The Independence Seed aip Fe
THEY HAVE T

I Have All The Necessary Panns And Am
Prepared To Register Voters in [1he Four Precincls

J. S. COOPER, JR.
INSURANCE COLLECTIONS

P. 0. BOX 405
PHONE MAIN 7811

INDEPENDENCE OREGON

HERGULES CLEANING & PRESSING PAR: ORS

Under New Mamagement,

C. A LOCHRIOGE AND MOTHER, PRCFS.

Ladies Cleaning, Pressing and Talil-
oring a Speclalty

Agents for the Famous A. E. Anderson Tailoring
Company. Spring S8amples now on Display
See Our Line

Localsd Cormer Monmouth & Rall Road Bis, Phone 7121

INDEPENDENCE, OREGON.

B e .

SER THE BEAUFIFUL, SENSIBLE
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