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POLK. A COUNTY OF VARIED RESOURCES
WHERE DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN MARKED

The Soil, the Climate, the Timber, the Growth and Wealth of Pelk County
The County as a Center of Education

Polk county is almost in the
center of the Willamette Valley

|ty is divided into river bottom
land of deep gray sandy loam,

and is one of the best counties|gray loam upland, red and gray

in the state when it comes to
considering soil, climate, timber,
dairying, stock raising or educa-
tional advantages. Whileit does
not excel as a fruit center as
does Hood River or Southern
Oregon, vet whenever a“horticnl-
turalist takes hold of a fruit
farm he gets just as good results
here as he does in any section of
the Weast. The soil is here, the
elimate is admirable and the re-
sults are what we conld and dn
expect, but here the peneral
farmer sees more profit in dairy-
ing, in hogs, in thoroughbred
sheep and goats, and in hop
raising.

When we consider that in the
period from 1900 to 1910, the
population of the United States
showed an increase of but 21 per
cent. while among the entire
number of states Oregon ranks
fourth in the increase of popula-
tion with a percentage of 63 per
cent, it is not a far guess to see
in this state almost the greatest
progressiveness of the United
States. In this article we are
going to consider Polk eounty
from the standpoint of develop-
ment—past and prospective—and
we see no reason why one look-
ing for a land in which to locate
should look further.

At the outset, we wish to state
that we will give you reliable
statistics—facts that you can
prove by looking up county, state
and government recSrds. This
jsnot a real estate edition. nor
a boom edition, it is not backed
by eommereial clubs or boost or-
ganizations, It is an edition
published by the editor from
atatistics that he can substan-
tiate.

The Willamette Valley, of
which Polk county is a part, has
an area of 60 miles in width and
150 miles in length. Polk county
extends a length of 24 miles
north to south, bordered on its
east boundary by the Willamette
river the whole distance, thus
giving itin its first organization
an outlet for its products, and
transportation for its people by
boat. From east to weat the
county is 23 miles, giving the
county an area of 750 square
miles, or an exact acreage @ac-
cording to the assessment roll of
476,860 acres, Of this acreage
but 15,240 acres are gnappropri-
ated and unreserved. All is sur-
veyed, Of the asscssed appro-
priated land 281,704 acres are
cultivated and 165,693 acres are
uncultivated.

In 1900 the cultivated and im-
proved area consisted of 256,847
acres valued at $4,977,240 or 24.-
Q57 aores less than in 1918, but
the assessed valuation has grown
during that time to $9, 746,000 or

almost an increase of 100 per
cont in valuation. The popula-
tion in the period of ten years,
from 1900 to 1910, grew from
g 929 to 13,469, or a | ttle more
than 33 1-3 per cent, and todal
we believe we are zafe 1n esti-

mating the population of the
county at more than 15,(KK) peo-
ple.

Many peonle ir
place to locats wish [0 Know

rationality of the peopie with
worl

looking up a

the

wham they are to mingle. It

ymmissioner of

1 k county tne O

Jubor =tates that 80 per cent
Pulk county's population are na-
fiva DOrs Of the remaming 10
per cepnl one- fourth are from

Canada, the remaining 7 1-2 per
cent are Germans, English, Rus-
sians. Secandinavians SwiEs
Scoteh and Irish.

Turning to the soil, Polk coun-

hill land, prairie and mountain

this county are all running mueh
below their fullest capacity. In
Polk county thers are at the

present time 3 planing mills, 1

OTeE

1
of her

telephone, telegraph and
railroad linea, 1f we add these
values we find the wtal focting
815,240,845, and plucing the

ulation at

pop

15,000, we have an

T

average waalth in Polk county
for every man: woman and child
in tha county of 31,000, Allowing
five persons to the family., we
have the average FPolk county

family worth 25000 at the nssess-
ed valnation as
county assessor,

The favorable

piaced by the

conditions of

soil, climate, isture and
vation render Polk ity won-
derful y I'."‘il-'T;k @ of almos. ull

The State Normal School, Monmouth, Oregon

timber land. The soil around
Monmouth s gray loam, of a
high percentage of phosphorie
acie and humus, but is low in
potash and lime. This is an ex-
cellent soil and should be well
drained. The red hlls of the Eola
section rich in iron, which gives
them their color, they carry an
abundance of lime. These hills
have wonderful wearing quali-
ties under continuous cropping.
The soil in the vicinity of Dallas
is admirably situated for prune
raiging, while along the streams

hops do well, and in the valley

gection lying west and north,
there are some fine crops of
grain, clover, and other hay
raised, The river bottom land

produces the largest and best
crops and when all cleared and in
cultivation brings the highest
price for acreage. One reason
for the richness of this river
bottom land is that it overflows
annually and agood ecrop is al-
ways assured. This is the hop
saction of the country, although
gmall yards are profitably pro-
duecing erops annually the
small streams in Polk county
that fead the Willumette,

Polk county has about the
game rainfall that the rest of the
valley has and at Portland the
precipitation iz placed at &n av-
.5 inches annually,

on

erage of

Louisville, Kv., has 44.3 inches
annually: Nashville, Tenn., hus
8.5 inches: New Orleans, 57
inches: New York, 44 nches;
Vicksbury, Miss., 63,7 inches,
showing that this section has no
e v rainfall than the section
»f territory bordering on the At-
lanti: ocean and the Gulf of
Mexico
Nne sreat wealth of Polk conn
her timi n
| o it Wi I <
Il or it 152 (00 aores, we
ind her credited with .05, -
A3.000 feet of timber, [his
wealtl sold to the milis
ind fantories at 31.00 per LXK
et would bring a total of $6,-
364 58 the wners of the
wor. State statistics tell us
vhat the plants in P county
limbér huginess far
' § N mre t] d ar £564..
- r daily nacity is
Wy} 4le <1 000 feet of
planing machine work, 450,(KK
feet of sawed lumber and 20),.-
(W) ghingles, and if run at their

capacity it would require
37 vears to cut the timber of this
county alone, but the mills of

fullest

'for the unskilled lahor in

shingle mill, 4 saw mills, 4 saw | erops which
The average | nerate zone

and planing mills.
daily wages of the 244 men in
the woods is 32.85; of tha 140
ekilled men. $3.28: of the 384
unskilled men, $2.00, making »
monthly pay roll of $119,605 for|
the skilled labor, and §362 000!
the
lumber industry of the county,
The lumber output of the county
will be greatly increased when
timber of the Siletz is opened by
the Valley & Siletz railrond and
the timber of that
Polk and Lincoln counties s
brought to the market at the
mills planned for erection this
vear by the Falls City Lumber
Company at Indepen.ence

seetion  of

Nexr, turning to the income
that comes from the industries
and resources of the
low estimate gives
21,000,000 from our

hops

county, a
us annually
timbher, our
will annually un
average of $1,500,000, our dairy
and creamery produets alone will
bring in close to $700,000 an-
nually, and we think it safe to
aestimate the wheat, oais, clover,
woal and mohair crop at close to
a $1.000,000 annually, and this
gives to this county an annual
income of about $4,200,000 or an
average of 3265 the person

man, woman and child in the
county; and this does not include
and consider the amount of
product consumed at home, the
amount of money that goes oul
in exchange profits,
interests of

that should increase

produce

or the husj
the
the net re

Nness countrs

turng to every man, woman
ind child two or three times the
figures given above.

The assessmenc roll of P
ounty shows the value of im
provements on deedad and pat
ented [and at 3612210 lot= at

2630, 580, improvements on Jotz &l
land

af 335, 850

776,99, improvements on

not deed«a or patented

1 miles aof electric '.i_,'1,-l' iine at
210,500, manufacturing machin
ary $190,380, merchandise $204,

020, farming implements $87, 470
money and notes 356,850, 1350
qhares of stock valued at 260, T4,
Household goods worth $153, 530,
i head of horses and mules

vorth 28301660, 6TU5 ecattle val-

e at 8121560, 11,912 shoep as
weaged at $20.200, 14,53 goats
placed at 216,060, . 3421 swine
valued at $16.700 and 691 dogs

vortn 37,280, this with the deed.
ad land brings Polk eounty's
wealth to $13,149, 000, exclusive

flourish in the tam-
The early entry of

grain and stock farm, Theseare

heing divided under the pressure

for more diversified farming,
Polk ecounty, while ].l!""l*’.h‘il'lﬂ
well in wheat, oats and barley,

can do batter as a money making
enriching  crop from
veteh, |kale, rape,
te. In horticultural lines she
can suceessfully grow prunes,
pliums, cherries, pears and apples,
whilein the small {ruits no better

and soil
clover,

P

loganberries, or
be produced.

straw berries,
!'.‘tl']'\}h'rr".t‘."' can

Potatoes, calabage,
paragus, beans, peas, heats and
garder stuffs  grow
phundantiv,  Inhops Polk county
produces more than any county

renersl

in Oregon, and UOregon grows
more hops than any state i the
Higtoricully it might not
he amiss to mention here that

;'!'4'-'.l:|'i|l|;'. the first h s in ihlvg’nm

Union

were planted in 1872 by George
Wells &t Buena Vista, and Sam
Beckett and J.W. Hodson in IRTS
or 1874 planted 10 acres ut Eola
and Hodson in 100 years on this
10 acres cleared 10, (M, Ed P.
Dove started in the hop business

with 244 acres and later this

onions, As-.

recognized as the largest and|
best creamery in Oregon. This|
creamery, situated in the very
center of the wealth of Polk
county, in & state axhibit, took
the blue ribbon at the state flirl
lnst year in competition with 70
of the creamaeries of the state,
Polk county has excellent rail-
road connections, acomplete story |
of which i3 told in another eol-
umn of this is3ue
trua of the stock and dairy in-
dustry and many other county
fomtures, but in closing we wis:ﬁ
to call vour attention to the edu-

|eational features in Polk county,

yard reached the extent of 40)

\ |
yeres and was then the largest

yard in Oregon. This 40 acres
i« now a part of the E. Clemens
[ Horst 600 acra hop ranch. Now
there sre three and possibly four
| hop vards in aradius of five miles
of Indenendedes having an acre-
age of 300 neres each and bettar,
Polk county also excels in blood-
ad eattle, horses, sheep, woats
and hogs, the early climate, win-
ter pasture, and pure water being
important elements. These con-
ditions contribute largely to the

suceessiul and extengive industry
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large homesteads - the inabihty

to reac .l'. ar nl w el ot aru] the

and it
view that K

1907, 10,079,480, in 1908 it was
| 10,506,460, in 1908 the figures
| have renched

fro11 it is 15,131, 720 and in 1912

This county is tha firat county to
astablish the homae eredit system
and has made it asuccess.  Prof.
Muerman camae to Polk connty to
study the school system of this
county as a& part of his gn\*ll‘ﬂ-'
ment work and reported he ehose |
Polk out of all counties in Oregon
on aceount of her advanced posi-
tion as a school center. Then she

; i

Falls City Falls on the Lucklamute

has ndded in her high schools the
manual training, domestic science
snd physical features that are
halping to build up a perfect
system. Polk county is also the
homa of the State Normal School
a technical school for teachers.

POLK COUNTY FACTS

[n 1904 the assessed valuation | |

of Polk county was §4, 146,110, |
in 1005 it had grown $4,388,4970,
in 1907 it totaled 8,738,670, in|

14,838,629 and in
(010 they are 14,519,130 and in

and 1018 the amounts have made
good, substantial increases show-
(hat land values are growing ev-
ery Year.

In n]'i!l'l" Lo p[i'.'t' anidea of lhl_'
climate we wish to say that for
a perind of ten years the average
painfall annually was 4532 inches, '
amount of snow 4.8 inches, mean
femperature i degrees, number
o  rainy days 139, number of
cloudy days 170, number of part |
cloudy days 66, number of clear
days 10,

OUR OLDEST PIONEER

The subject of, this sketeh 18
Oregon'sn  oldont He
was horn in Connecticut Nov. §,
1845, and was hrought to Oregon
by his father, coming from New

ploneer,

The same i8

Bottom. He is now a reaident
of Polk, and he's healthy, ener-
gotic active., He has one ehild,
3 grand childran and ona great
grand child,

e -

BENJAMIN BEERS

-

TRADES FARM FOR
HICKARY SHIAT

And Sells Town Site of
Portland for Three

Hundred Dollars

No emigrant now living in Palk
county has the story of an avent
ful life that Jas. E. Elking has,
In 1846, with the Tetherow com-
pany he came to Oregon, being
in the noted Meoks cut off com
pany the blue bucket mine com-
pany of Oregon,

When he arrived he domirciled

JAS, EDWARDS ELKINS

himself at the place where Port
land now stands, e bought
whole townaite of Portland of a
man by the name of Corneling
for 2300 and sold itlo a o
named Pittigrow who started |
first mtore started at' Portia
In May 1846 [Elkins eam
Palk ecounty and has boeen
aver since. He ook up a
where part of Monmouth
stands, and sold it in 14
man by the name of Hodgs

York by water, via the Sandwich

l<lands, «taying there three

A

The Lurdest Creamery In Oregon, st Independence,

bhabit of taki
easiest to do cause

{ county what Is now

Qregon

nillea

ting & hickory ¢hirs for the fa

. ; |'The farm was later owned
waa'with this monthe, waiting for a vessel tolN |, Rutler
(. Hldredge come to Oragon I nrrived |n| In 1R48 he took annther ¢la

near Monmouth, g

later aelling it to A minister
the name of Parrott, He

in wold for this farm, this
| the first gold he

| leaving the eastorn slntes WY

ri.\'l [ TLIS)

this money he purchased a good

louthit and went tothe min

[ Cylifornin where he took up &
| mining eclaim and worked two
months, making good money
[ The CXPOR Lirought on chills

and fever and he returned 1
(Iregon.

He next took
donation land claim on the |
jumuta, south of Monm
where he farmed for forty vears
| He later rented it out and than
sold it six years mgo, moving to
Independence. In May 155l ha
married & Miss Zumwolt

earned of Mr

up tha Elk

His

first wages he

I horp, working 100 days at 3 )
per day instialling and running
[ the mill, He wasa mill wright
|He also worked in  leat
and bought leather of the loin
Itannery to make harness i
| ahoes Thay made n fair un

o leather at Folain thosa d

endence and extab. (Jregon in May 1827, locating ten 1Y tmy best leather | orde
balow Salem ut .'dxllwui

] m Portiand.
{



