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IS
’S DAY

T he m essage of C hristm as is love. 
I ts  emblem Is rad ian t, thankfu l, con­
ten ted  childhood. W ithout love and 
w ithout children  th ere  could be no 
reul C hristm as. The form  m ight su r­
vive bu t th e  substance  would be lack­
ing.

U nhappy m ust be th e  ad u lt who can­
not m ake h im self a child again In 
sp irit a t  the Yulettde. F o r C hristm as 
Is th e  un iversal ch ild ren’s duy. Men 
and women a re  superfluous except as 
they  m ake them selves p a rtn e rs  w ith 
those  whom th e  day glorifies.

L et us, then, lay  aside the affecta­
tion  and  arrogance of manhood and 
womanhood and be children again. 
L et us adopt th e ir  point of view and  
p u t ourselves In th e ir places—In the 
p laces of these sons and  daugh ters of 
ours and of th e  sons and daugh ters of 
ou r neighbors. I t  wus only a y ear or 
two ago, a s  It seem s, when we hung 
o u r well-worn stockings In a row along 
the  m antel shelf, w hile ou r fa th e rs  
and m others looked on w ith unfeigned 
p leasu re  a t  th e  Innocent confidence we 
showed in w hat th e  m orrow  would 
bring forth .

Even as  you and  I. I t  a ll comes 
back In a flood of m em ories. L ife 
w as sim pler then. O ur desires w ere 
less p re ten tious than  those our chil­
d ren  voice now. M odest rem em brances 
they  w ere th a t bulged toe and heel of 
th e  stockings m other knit.

L ife and Its c ircum stances ehange, 
bu t th e  essence of C hristm as never. 
T he sam e happy childhood, th e  sam e 
restlessness, the sam e snnil-llke creep­
ing of tim e ns the holiday approaches. 
T he sam e parenthood, too—the sam e 
plunnlng across the reading table  a f te r  
th e  boys and  g irls a re  abed, the sam e 
loving consideration of w hat th is or 
th a t child m ost desires and  how fa r  
th e  fam ily  purse can properly be 
stre tched  to perm it som e fu r th e r p u r­
chase.

E very  hom e Is assu red  a  C hristm as 
If It h as  a great, wrarm  h e a rt pu lsating  
In tu n e  w ith  th e  hopes and joys of 
childhood.—Exchange.

f s m
A Christmas Wireless.

To you  an d  y o u rs  a  w ire less 
A long  th e  G ood-w ill line 
I t  b r in g s a  C h ris tm as  g ree tin g  
W ith  love from  m e and mine.

His Guess.
“Who w as it said ‘to him th a t ha th

shall be given?’ ”
“I  don’t rem em ber, bu t I presum e 

It w as some fellow  who had eight 
or nine necktie holders and had Just 
received four more fo r C hristinas."

I

S t  Winnifred
and the Tree

One sto ry  of the origin of the green 
tre e  as the C hristm as tree  among the 
people o f northern  E urope is given in 
a  legend of St. W innifred. I t  is one 
of the m any thousands of those sim­
ple and beautifu l beliefs th a t have a t­
tached them selves to  the m idw inter 
festival and which generally pass now 
under the name of “C hristm as m yths.” 
I t  Is re la ted  th a t St. W innifred, u g reat 
C hristian  missionary, began cutting

ay the Chri-ftmax xeaxOn briny 
joyx ofTeace toNou; and. in the; 
com ing y e a r may there be no 
m bargo on your happinejx;may 

your opportunities not be E n ­
trenched ; may the Battler of the 
p art be forgotten,and the Bugle; 
call le a d  you on to loved oner 
who love you,and watch over you.

uown u ' sacrea  ouk which naa neen 
the  object of worship by the northern  
pagans whom he wus seeking to  lead 
arigh t. W hile he was hew ing down the 
huge tree  It w as blasted by a sudden ; 
w hirlw ind. Close beside it  w as a  
young fir tree, w hich w as not harm ed j 
e ith e r by the w hirlw ind o r by th e  fa ll ! 
o f the g ian t oak. Then St. W innifred 
Is reported  to have spoken as follows 
to the p ag an s:

“T his litt le  tree, a  young child of 
the  forest, shall be your holy tre e  to ­
night. I t  is th e  wood of peace, fo r 
your homes a re  bu ilt o f It. I t  Is the 
sign of an endless life, fo r its  leaves 
a re  alw ays green. See how It points 
tow ard h eav en ! L et th is be called the
frao (¡tf t.h~ f h r lc t  flH l/i rift+K«-*

I t ;  no t In the w ild woods, bu t In your 
hom es; th ere  It w ill sh e lte r no deeds 
of blood, bu t loving g if ts  and ac ts  of 
kindness.”

The flr tree, th e  common evergreen 
of th e  no rthern  regions, becam e the 
holy tre e  of the  converted pagans, and 
In Its honor o r in mem ory of the 
thoughts It stood fo r they  decorated  It 
w ith lights and g if ts  a t  C hristm as.

THE HOLY LAND

T here once w as •  do# on a  Christmas 
tree,

W h o  sighed lo the angel that hung
above.

"O K  how I do wish they would keep 
for me

A  sweet Utile, neat M e  girl to love; t

"A dear Tittle mother to curl my locks: 
T o  rock me to sleep, and to wake me

up.
T o  dress me m cute little gowns and

frocks.
And feed me with mill from her 

silver cup;

A  tfnd little mother, w ho'd never sav 
A word that was angry, nor let me fall. 

W h o ’d always be ready to let me play 
W ith  bright kale friends w ho should 

come to c a ll”

And. strange though the wonderful fact 
may be,

T hat little wax doffs little wish came 
true:

They picked her right off the Christmas 
tree.

And gave her. my dear little girl, to youl 
—Arthur Gwaarman la the Youth i Companion

CHRISTMAS
EPIGRAM S

ft It is a wise Santa who
keeps his whiskers away
from the candles.
ft Better broken toys than
broken hearts.
ft Never look a gift in the
price tag.
ft Many a man puts on long 
white whiskers and thinks he 
looks like Santa Claus when 
he looks more like a goat— 
and perhaps he is. 
ft One thing they missed dur­
ing the Spanish Inquisition 
—Christmas cigars!

Shopping done in time is 
the noblest work of woman! 
ft A Christmas gift by any 
other name doesn’t cost half 
as much.
ft A gift in the hand is worth 
two in the postoffice, 
ft Many a man gets •  girl 
under the mistletoe only to 
find himself, a little later, 
under her thumb, 
ft A pound of steak to a poor 
man is worth a ton of holi­
day greetings.

W hen "the greateg t m other In 
the w orld” calls the roll the 
week of Decem ber 10-23 the 
hope of the A m erican Bed Cross 
Is th a t the answ er fo r the en tire  
A m erican people will b e : “All
present, o r accounted for.”

I t  will be th e  occasion for 
22,00^,000 adu lts  and 8,000,000 
children to renew  th e ir m em ber­
ship and  for all o thers to join. 
One happy slogan of the roll call 
announces th a t “all you need is 
a hea rt and a dollar.”

Why does the Red Cross a t 
C hristm as conduct a m em ber­
ship cam paign? Because It unites 
the people in an In tim ate  way 
w ith the organization they have 
supported so magnificently. In 
o ther countries one of the most 
Impressive th ings about the 
American Red Cross Is the size 
of Its m em bership, a ttestin g  
truly popular approval.

T his C hristm as, when our 
country is out o f thq  deep w aters 
of the war, every do llar paid for 
an aunual m em bership in the 
Red Cross will be a d irect 
C hristm as g ift to  ou r land, a ir  
and sea forces and to those who 
have fe lt the  stiug  of w ar lu a 
way th a t we In th is  country 
have not experienced. T he m in­
is tra tions o f th e  Hed Cross will 
be as good a  substitu te  for 
C hristm as a t  home as can be 
furnished under the c ircum ­
stances.

T he women of America, see­
ing In the Red Cross an exten­
sion upon a universal scale of 
the m othering Instinct, will be 
quick to  answ er “H ere” to  the 
roll call, because service and 
sacrifice a re  womanly qualities 
and they a re  Red Cross quali­
ties.

P residen t W ilson, as presiden t 
of the American Red Cross, 
say s : “I summon you to  the
com radeship 1”

THIS CHRISTUS 
IH HKHCE

Owing to the possible invasion of
an epidemic of influenza, Christmas 
in Independence will only be a day 
of family gatherings; no public ob­
servance, no entertainments, no 

[ church services, no school program.
I But Christmas will be merry just 
I the same. Families will hold their 
usual feast, individual family trees 

j will be lighted, stockings will be 
(Continued on Page i.)

All you need to join the Red Cross 
is a heart and a dollar.

CANDLE IN THE WINDOW;
TOKEN OF GOOD CHEER

Mrs. C. H. Castner, president 0f 
the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, 1ms issued a Christmas mes­
sage to all club women of the state 
urging a fitting observance of the 
holiday season und asking that the 
women observe the old custom oT 
placing a lighted candle in their 
windows on Christmas eve as a 
token of good cheer. The letter re­
ceived by Mrs. Clyde Ecker, presi­
dent of the Independence Club, 
follows:

My Dear Club Workers, Greetings:
The Thanksgiving period has pass­

ed and club ifromen, together with 
every other American, have had 
great cause for giving thanks. The 
Christmas time is at hand; may we 
all make this season one of gladness 
and good cheer. Let the club women 
of this state follow the time honored 
custom of the past and each place 
in the window of her home on 
Christmas eve the lighted candle as 
a token of good cheer to all who 
pass by. My greetings to each in­
dividual club member, and a wish 
for tiic best that the Christmas sea­
son can bring to each one.
(Mrs. C. II.) Theresa M. Castner,

President.

WHY WE HAVE CHRISTMAS

THE CHRISTMAS HANDICAP; 
MERE MAN VS. FRIEND WIFE

T H E  GRAND M U FTI,  H EAD  OF T H E  M OHAMMEDAN CHURCH (A  
W H IT E  T U R B A N ),  ARRIVES A T  AMERICAN RED CROSS HEAD- 
Q U A R TE R S  TO  T A K E  PART IN T H E  FORM AL IN A U Q U R A D O N  OF 
T H E  WORK IN P ALESTIN E.

•o*o*o*o»o*o»o*o*o»o*o»o*o
5 At Christmas be merry and ?  
• thankful withal O
? And feast thy poor neigh- o  
O bors, the great with £
O the small. £
O —Thomas Lusser. »
o*o*o*o*o*o«o*o*o*o*o«o*o*
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And there were in the same couhtry shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their 
dock by night.

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall he a sign unto you; Ye shall 
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethle­
hem, and see this thing which is come to puss, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary, 
and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made known 
a broad the saying which was told them con­
cerning this child.
And all they that heard it wondered at those 
things which Were told them by the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered 
them in her heart.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying arid 
praising God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, as it was told unto them.


