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CHAPTER X1V, -

The entlre forest of Argonne was
blown to pleces when we arrived.
Everywhere was artillery, which maln-
talned a fire on the villages behind the
pnemy's positions.

One of the many batterles which we
constantly had to pass oun our march
from the eamp to the front, was In ac-
tion when we reached it

I asked one of the gunners what his
objective was and he replied that It
was any village within range,

A substitute first lleutenant, In
charge of the battery, stood nearby.
One of my comrades asked him If he
did not think there might be women
mnd children lo those villages.

“That would meke no difference.”
the first lleutenant replled. “Women |
and children are French, so what does
it matter? This breed has to be ex-
terminated In order that this nation |
shall not think of war again for a cen- |
turv,”

This Aday wns designated for a |
storming attack and we were obliged |
to be in our positions at seven o'clock
in the morning, Promptly at 8:30 regl-
ment No. 687 was ordered to attack, |
Pioneers led the way. They were sup-
plled with hand grenades, These week-
ly attacks were opened half an hour
before the infantry went over by a
storm of artillery fire. The artlllery
actlon required very careful calcula-
tlon because the distance which sepa-
rated our position from the enemy's
was very slight. It varied from three
to one hundred meters; never any
more, At the polnt where we attacked
the distance was 20 meters,

Promptly at eight o'clock the artil
lery started. The first three
struck a diteh, but the following ones
hit falrly, that Is, right In the French
trenches, Onece the artillery had the
proper range whole salvos of batteries
descended upon them with admirable
exactness, The cries of the wounded
were heard pnee more, a sign that
many had been hit.

An artillery officer acted as observer
in the foremost sense and directed the
fire by phone, Promptly at 8:30 o'clock
the artillery i
tacked. The eleventh
EBixty-seventh
spoke before,

shells

fires stopped and e nt-
company of the
of which 1|

the fh

regiment

came under of

the enemy's machine guns and 18 of it
wen were kllled after they had only
proceeded a few steps outslde the
trench,

Dead and wounded men lay among

the branches and the trecs everywhere
on the ground Ev man

ery who was

able to run sped forward to reach the
enemy trench as quickly nas possil A
niled (tgelf des

part of the vnemy def
perately in o trench filled with
and mud. A rerrible hand-to-hand fight
resulted. We stood | r up to our
knees,

Men, severely

wounded, lay In the

mud, holding thelr mouths and noses |
above the water., During the fighting
they were trampled more deeply into

the dirt under our feet for we could
not see where we were golng; we could
only “roll up” the entire trench.

The section won was fortified® with
all possible haste. Once more we had
acqulred at a heavy cost in human life
a few meters of the Argonne forest.
This trench, which we took, had
changed hands many times and even |
now we were preparing for the usual |
eounter-attacks,

Presently the “jackasses” went Into |
action. The “jackasses” are the guns
of the French mountain artillery, They
were so named because they were
drawn by mules, They are guns of flat
trajectory, kept from 50 to 100 meters |
behind the enemy lines. The shells |
from these cannon flew directly over |
our heads and cut thelr way through |
the branches at a high rlteorspud.{

Because of the high velocity of the
shell and the short distance it travels |
mmuuwmmmumi

" 4

ana the nolse of the explosion, sound
almost at the same Instant. These

“Jackasses” are greatly feared by the |

German soldlers because they are kept
working day and night.

It was winter and very cold. The
trenches had been filled with water
and were now nothing except deep
ditches of mud. Under these condi-
tions, through the lce-cold nlghts, our
routine conslsted of 48 hours duty
and 12 hours rest. Every week a storm-
Ing attack was made, the success of
which was entirely out of proportion
to the enormous losses, In all of the
four months I was in the Argonne for-
ests we galned 400 meters. The fol-

| lowing data will indicate how heavy a

price was pald In lives for this little
plece of France,

Ench regiment had its own eceme-
tery. There was the One Hundred and
Forty-fifth infantry regulars, the Sixty-
seventh, and One Hundred and Seven-
ty-third Infantry regulurs and the
One Hundred and Fifth Hlirsch-
berg battallon. On the day we were re-
lleved from duty in the Argonne for-
ests there were more dead In these
cemeteries than there were survivors
of the several regiments. The Sixty-
seventh regiment had more than 2,000
dead. All the victims were members
of that unit except a few ploneers,

| who had been assigned to duty with

it. There was never a day without
gome loss of life, and on the days when
the storming attacks were made, death
had an extremely large harvest

CHAPTER XV.

Each day in the Argonne levied its
toll of vietlms, sometlmes many, some-
times only a few. It Is only natural
that the mornle of the =oldiers should
not be at its best under these clreum-
stanfes. With the same
that the men had once gone
work to support thelr wives and ¢hil-

indiference

to their |

|
|

Each Day Levied Its Toll of Victima. |

glancea ofr, striking the men In tne |
trenches. Falllng to pierce thelir oh-[
ject directly they tore terrible gaping
wounds as they entered the men’s |
bodles sideways. Whenever we heard |
charges concerning dum-dum bullets,
we thought of these cross-shots, al- |
though we never doubted the existence
of the dum-dums,

Whether or not dum-dum bullets |
were made In the munitions factorles |
I ennnot say. I suspect they were, How-
ever, I did see many dum-dum bullets |
made by the soldiers themselves, The |
poluts were filed off from German mus-
ket shells so that the nickel covering
was perforated, baring the lead filling. |

The bullet flattened when It struck |
its object. If, for lnstance, It entered |
a man's arm, the explosive charge In It
would so shatter the arm as to blow 1t |
entirely off and leave it hanging by the
skin. i

|

German soldlers were frequently
seen supplylng themselves with dum- |
dum bullets in the trenches, preparing

|
| to Inflict terrible wounds. |

On Junuary 5, 1915, the Germans at-
tacked on their entlre front of the Ar-
gonne forest sector and several hun-
dred prisoners were taken. The hand
to-hand fight continued until six o'clock

| In the evening.

dren they now went into action. This
business of killing had become dally
routine, Whenever we discussed our
situntion, the crown prince and the
commander of the Sixteenth army '

corps, Lieutenant General von Muodra,
fared worst,
forest be

The troops in the Argonne ;
! liee 3 the Thir

lon 0 il 3 entl i

divislons

v-third and Thirty-fourth

Nelther the crown prince nor Von Mud
e had ever heen =cen in the trenches,
Oue of the members on the .!'r'n“ n
prince’s stafl the old field mar-

shal, Count von Hae<eler, former com

wander of the Sixteenth corps, who
hefore the war, was considered a ho-
man flend, These thr called Clover

were far more de

Leaf by the solidlers

spised by most of the men than were

the Frencl innon, which sought our
zerahle lives

Hobenzollern 1 not find

ife hard nt his b rers several

dlometers belidnd the batt'e front. Tt

wus ensy for o muake himself

jwopular with his order to go ahead at
‘he cost of thousands of llves. He was
rery well llked among the high officers,
al

fast

with whom he sat behlnd a stove
though the pr
enough for them.

He honored Yon Mudra with the or-
der “Pour la Merite,” but of sol-
dlers he never had a thought.

They had not seen a bed for months.
They were never given a chance to re-

OFTERE WHE Do

the

| move thelr clothing.

They recelved only shells and steel

| and were almost eaten up by vermin.

They were covered with lice. There
was scarcely enough water for drink-
Ing purposes, to say nothing of water
for washing thelr clothes.

Our halr and beards were long and
when we were given some hours af
rest the llce would not let us sleep.
While we were in the trenches the bul-
lets did not do much damage but dally
men were killed by Indirect fire. The
thousands which whizzed through the

| whizzed around our heads.

A fellow ploneer and myself found
ourselves In a bit of trench held by
elght Frenchmen, It was lmpossible to |
retire so we accepted the unequal fight. |
Fortunately we were well supplied
with hand grenades,

We ecut the fuses short so that they |
would 2xplode as gquickly as possible,
I threw one nmong the eight soldiers. |
Before the men could get out of the |
wny of the first, the second one fol-
fowed, whiek exploded In thelr midst,

We took advantage of the confusion
thus created to hurl filve more. Our |
enemles were now reduced to four men., |
We opened fire with our muskets, clos- |
ing In the four. Thelr bullets
Une man
was shot In the mouth. That left three.
They turned and tried to flee,

In such moments as these one 18 in a |
great rage and forgets danger entirely. |

We were very close to our enemies
now, right on thelr heels when the last
man stumbled and fell,

I sprang on top of him.
ed himself with his fists,
went after the other two. Bleeding at
the mouth, this man fought on. After
I had knocked several of his teeth out
he ralsed his hands and serrendered.
I relensed him from my grip and
looked him over carefully, He was
about thirty-five years old, He showed
me his wedding ring and talked to me.
1 knew what he wanted, he wanted his
life,

He gave me his canteen that I might
drink some wine and wept., Perhap
he thought of his wife and children, !
pressed his hand and he showed me
his bleeding teeth. T called him a foo!
and told him he was lucky to have got
ten away with the loss of only a few
molars. 1 was glad I had not killed
him. I took him back myself, In order
to protect im agalnst 'holn' misused
As 1 dellvered him over to where the !
prisoners were belng assembled, he
pressed my hand and smiled,

an

He defend-
My comrade

CHAPTER XVI.

The next day we recelved orders to
march to an unknown destination. We
soon arrived at the depot of Apremont
where we were obliged to walt. The
depot had been destroyed. The next l
station was Chatel. Both of these

alr every minute flew over our heads. | places are about fve kilometers behind

They struck trees or branches and

the froat.

| armed soldiers.

| poor French

The prisoners were assembled in |
Apremoii. Several of them had come |

from that town. Thelr families were
still in their homes and many prisoners
asked permission to visit them. I had
ocenslon to witness such a visit in Ap-
remont. Two reserves led one of the
prisoners to the house, which he had
pointed out as
young wife was In the kitchen with her

three children. We followed them lnto |

the house.

The woman turned pale as she sud- |

denly saw her husband, They em-
braced. We went outside for we felt
out of place there,

The woman had not had a letter

his, The prisoner's |

from her husband for five months be- |
cAause the Germans were between her |

and her hushand's army.
in the trenches for a month, reallzing
how nearby his wife and children were,
yet unable to reach them and with no
way of knowing whether they were
allve or dead.

How he must have felt as the French
shells flew over his head on thelr way
to Apremont!

There was no way of knowing
whether the glow in the sky caused
by the burning of a house was fur-
nished by his home or not. Every-
thing became a torturing uncertainty
and all of life was a hell.

Home again for a few hours; then
away, a prisoner!
be able to get word to his wife by
letter through the field posts.

Finally he said good-by. His wife
had nothing to give him, no laundry,
no food.

Everything had been lost and she
llved on the soldlers’' bounty, She gave
him her last money and he refused to
take it. She accepted the money back.

It consisted of u few § and 10 pfen-
nig pleces and some coppers, all she
had

This Village Had Changed Hands
More Than Fifteen Times.

Unable to endure this we took a col-
leetion among ourselves, We made up
more than 10 marks, which we gave
to the young woman. She refused it at
first, then looking at her husband, she
took it and tried to kiss our hands,

When we refused to let her do this
she ran to a store nearby and returned
with cigars, tobacco, matches and sau-
sage, which she gave to her husband.

She smiled perhaps for the first thine
In a long while,

The children were with thelr father
and they kissed him as he left. He had
one ehild on each arm and
carried the third.

With the greatest happiness the
family walked along between the two
When the moment of
parting came all began to cry.

He had been |

| pect of having

wu SeizeU. CAlese Laree men rerusea
to work any longer for the German
military officials because they could
not live on what they recelved,

“They were arrested and are being
sent to Germany. No one knows what
thelr fate would be there. The men
were being taken
mans and interned in Germany,”

We recelved orders to march to

away by the Ger- |

KINGS VALLEY
Mrs. Estalla Dodele, Mrs. H. C
Harter and Mrs. B. F. West went to
\lbany Saturday to attend the fun-
eral of William Dodele,

Several cars went from here Sun-
[ day to attend the funeral of Wiliam
Dodele.

Varennes and left the next morniog. |

As we reached the heights of Varennes |

about noon we saw the wide country
before us and the city nestling in the
valley. Farther up on the heights was
Vauguols. Nothing could be seen of
any houses but through our fleld glasses
we could wmake out an enormous ash
heap. Shells fell there contlnuously
and we were frightened at the pros-

to go to that spot,
Scarcely had we crossed the helghts
when some shells burst behind us, The
French artillery even singled out indi-
viduals, While Vauquols was In thelr

possession they could co-ordinate ths-;'

entire neighborhood, We understood
now why this ash heap had been con-
tested for so bitterly.

(Concluded Next Week.)

The cordial and courteous drugg-

| ist, Mr. Williams, is always pleas-

|
i

|
|

i
|
|

his wife |

This was the fate of thousands of |

and Belglan men and
women, quartered near their homes

yet unable to know who was dead or

alive,
While we stood at the depot ten Ger-
man soldlers arrived with fixed bayo-

nets. Between them were three French |

citizens In civilian clothing, whom they
escorted. All were elderly men. We
asked an old Frenchman what this was
about and he sald:

“We receive our food from the Ger
man military officials but it is not suf-
ficlent to live on. The people have
nothlng left. All stock and feod had

|
|
|

ed to play you the latest records on

At least he would | the grafanola, Concerts are going on |

most the time,

Elsie Ferguson is one of the most
powerful box-oflice aliractions of the
American theatre. She will be at
the ISIS on Sunday evening, June
30, in “Barbary Sheep”, a picturiza-
tion of the famous novel of the same
title
Notice of Certain Street Improve-

ment Bonds Will Be Taken Up.

Notice is hereby given that there
are suflicient funds in the street
paving fund of the City of Independ-
ence, Oregon, to take up for pay-
ment and cancellation Bonds No.
8, 0, 10 and 11 bearing date July 1st,
1914.

That on July 1st, 1918, each of
said bonds will be taken up and
cancelled and paid in full, principal
and interest to said date and there
after said bonds will cease to bear
interest,

Dated and first published May 31,
1918. W. S. KURRE,

City Treasurer.

Wood Sawina Prices

Hereafter the following prices will
be charged for cutting wood,

Ash, Maple and Fur, one cut 60c.,
2 cuts The., 3 cuts 81:Slabg and Oak,
1 cut Goc,, 2 cuts 86¢,, 3 cuts £1; By
the hour $2
0,

s BLACK.

Max Goldman

Deals in

HIDES

PELTS

WOOL

FURS

MOHAIR
CASCARA BARK
VEAL

PORK

BEEF

POULTRY
BUTTER

EGGS

FARM PRODUCE
wWoobD

wWooD
GROCERIES
SHOES
FURNISHINGS
DRY GOODS

CASH OR TRADE
————————

SWOPE & SWOPE
LAWYERS
I. 0. 0. F. Building
Independence, .. Oregom

Mr. and Mrs, A, F. Ayers and Mr.
{and Mrs, Andy Ayvers were Corvallis
visitors Saturday,

| Mrs. J. P. Logan went to Inde-

dependence Saturday,

| : : : g

| Miss Lillie Townsend wen t to
| Dallas Friday and had her tonsils
removed Saturday.

Mrs. Martha Christenson visited
several days with Mr. and Mrs. Tip
Muaxtield.

Mr. and Mrs, John Senger arrived
{in the valley Thursday evening to
visit at the home of their son, A. B.
Senger, and returned to their home
in Corvallis Friday.

The Red Cross gave an ice cream
social at Hoskins Saturday evening.

Rev. Mumy of Salem preached at
the church Sunday morning.

The missionary society will meet
at the church Thursday afternoon.

Frank and Bruce Miller went to
Albany Sunday to attend the funeral
of their nephew, William Dodele,

| WIGRICH ITEMS
'I Mr. and Mrs, Ralph Porterfield

spent Sunday with the former's par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs, M. M. Porterfield.

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Lichty and
Misses Thelma and Alice Moe of
Buena Vista were Sunday guests at
the home of Mr. and Mrs. F, L.
Chown.

Mr. and Mrs. T, A, Wilson and
son, Alvin, and Mr., and Mrs. Adam
Graver of Sheridan were Sunday
guests at the home of Mr, and Mrs.
I. L. Chown.

Be sure and keep your eves open
for the date of the Red Cross social
al Wigrich.

Mr. and Mrs, Robert of Highland
visited Sunday  with  the latter's
parents, Mr. and Mrs, MeComas.
WILLIAM S. KURRE PASSES;

FUNERAL WELL ATTENDED

(Continued from Page 1.)
tist chareh the following afternoon
and the edifice was well filled with
friends to pay their last respects to
the departed.  The were
held under the auspices of Homer
Lodge, Knights of Pyihins, of which
the deceased was o loval member.

|0ervides

Dr, . C. Dunsmore, as was re-
quested by Mr., Kurre beforé, his
death, spoke briefly to those as-

sembled at such a sad oceasion, nnd
after two selections by the choir and
by Mrs. G. W, Conkey, the
remains  were taken to Portland
and cremated, as the l|l‘]!il1"fr'll had
also reguested

e fnther, Peter Kurre, was ab-
sent on a fishing trip at the time of

i ‘Ir[n

son's death and when he learn-
drive of

r
made a

ed of it terrvifi
many miles in his antomobile 1o
get home e Teels the loss of his
son keenly

William S, Kurre was born on o

farm south of Independence in 1881

| and riised o manhood here
| where by his threift and proficiency
| inally became cashier of the In-

dependence National Bank. Delore
his advancement he was bookkeeper
in the same institution for a num-
ber of vears. He was also cily
treasurer at the time of his death.
A few months ago he attempted to
gel into the service of his country
bt rejected because of his
weight

Will Kurre enjoved the acquaint-
ance and friendship of a large num-
ber of people and many besides his
numerons relatives will mourn his
death and miss him. He is surviv-
ed by his father and four brothers,
Claude of Cottage Grove, Frank of
Portland, George of Dallas and
Charles of Salem and one sister, Mrs.
Nellie Titus of Washington. P
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