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C H A P T E R  XIV.

The en tire  fo rest o f A rgonne was 
fclown to pieces w hen we arrived. 
E veryw here w as artille ry , w hich m ain­
ta in ed  a Are on the  villages behind the 
enem y 's positions.

One of the m any b a tte rie s  which w e 
C onstantly had to  pass on our m arch 
from  th e  camp to th e  fron t, w as In ac­
tio n  when we reached It.

I  asked one of the gunners w hat his 
ob jective w as and he replied th a t It 
w as any village w ithin range.

A su b stitu te  first lieu tenan t, In 
charge  of th e  battery , stood nearby. 
O ne of ray com rades asked him If he 
d id  not th ink  there  m ight be women 
land children In those villages.

"T h at would m ake no difference,” 
th e  first lieu tenan t replied. "Women 
and  children a re  Trench, so w hat does 
I t  m a tte r?  T his breed has to  be ex­
te rm ina ted  In o rder th a t th is  nation 
shall not th ink  of w ar again  fo r a cen­
to rv."

T h is day w as designated  fo r a 
•te rm ing  a ttack  and we w ere obliged 
to  be In our positions a t seven o’clock 
In the morning. Prom ptly  a t 8 :30 regi­
m ent No. 67 was ordered  to  a ttack . 
P ioneers led the way. They w ere sup­
plied w ith hand grenades. These w eek­
ly a tta ck s  w ere opened half an hour 
before  the In fan try  w ent over by a 
Storm of a rtille ry  fire. T he a rtille ry  
action required  very careful calcula­
tion because the d is tance  which sepa­
ra ted  our position from  the enem y’s 
w as very slight. I t varied from  th ree  
to  one hundred m e te rs ; never any 
more. At the point w here we attacked  
th e  d istance was 20 m eters.

Prom ptly a t eight o’clock the a r t il­
lery  sta rted . The first th ree  shells 
struck  a ditch, bu t th e  following ones 
h it fairly , th a t Is, righ t In the French 
trenches. Once the a rtille ry  had the 
proper range whole salvos of bntteries 
descended upon them  w ith adm irable 
exactness. The cries of the wounded 
w ere heard  pnee more, a sign th a t 
m any had been h i t

An a rtille ry  officer acted  as observer 
In the forem ost sense and directed the 
fire by phone. Prom ptly  a t  8:30 o’clock 
the artille ry  fires stopped and we a t­
tacked. The eleventh company of the 
Bixty-seventh regim ent, o f which I 
spoke before, cam e under the fire of 
th e  enem y's machine guns and 18 of it* 
men were killed a f te r  they had only 
proceeded a few  steps outside the 
trench.

Dead and wounded men lay nmong 
th e  branches atid the trees  everyw here 
on the ground. Every man who was 
able to  run sped forw ard to  reneh the 
enemy trench as quickly ns possible. A 
p a r t of the enemy defended Itself des­
perately  In n trench filled with w ater 
and mud A te rrib le  hand-to-hand fight 
resulted . Wo stood In w ate r up to our 
knees.

Men, severely wounded, lay In the j 
mud, holding th e ir  m ouths and  noses 
above the  w ater.

ana  tn e  noise of th e  explosion, sound 
alm ost a t th e  sam e Instan t. These 
"Jackasses” a re  greatly  feared  by the 
G erm an soldiers because they  a re  kept 
w orking day and  night.

I t  w as w in te r and very cold. The 
trenches had been filled w ith w ater 
and w ere now nothing except deep 
ditches of mud. U nder these condi­
tions, through the ice-cold nights, our 
rou tine  consisted o f 48 hours duty 
and 12 hours rest. Every week a storm ­
ing a ttack  w as made, th e  success of 
which w as entirely  ou t of proportion 
to the enorm ous losses. In all o f the 
four m onths I  w as In the A rgonne fo r­
ests we gained 400 m eters. The fol­
lowing d a ta  w ill Indicate how heavy a 
price w as paid In lives fo r th is  little  
piece of F rance.

E ach regim ent had  Its own ceme­
tery. T here w as the One H undred and 

1 Forty-fifth  In fan try  regulars, th e  Sixty- 
seventh, and One H undred and Seven­
ty-th ird  Infan try  regulars and the 

i One H undred and F ifth  Hlrsch- 
berg battalion . On the day we were re­
lieved from  duty  In the Argonne for- 

, ests  th e re  w ere m ore dead In these 
cem eteries th an  th ere  w ere survivors 

! of the  several regim ents. T he Sixty- 
seventh regim ent had m ore th an  2,000 
dead. All the victim s w ere members 
of th a t un it except a few  pioneers, 
who had  been Assigned to  duty  with 
I t  T here  w as never a day w ithout 

' some loss of life, and on th e  days when 
the storm ing a ttacks w ere made, death  

' had an extrem ely large h a rv e s t

C H A P T E R  XV.

Each day In the  Argonne levied its 
toll of victims, som etim es many, some­
tim es only a few. It Is only natu ra l 
th a t the m orale of the sold iers should
not be a t its best under these circum ­
stances. W ith the sam e Indifference 
th a t the men had once gone to  the ir 
work to support th e ir wives and chil­
dren they now went into action. T his 
business of killing had become dally 
routine. W henever we discussed our 
situation , the crow n prince and the 
com m ander of the Sixteenth  arm y 
corps. L ieu tenant G eneral von Mudra. 
fared  w orst.

The troops In the Argonne fo rest be-
leug cl to the S ixteenth corps, the Thir- 
t.v-thlrd and T hirty -fourth  divisions. 
N either the crown prince nor Von Mud­
ra had ever been seen in the trenches. 
One of the members on the  Vrown 
prince’s staff was the old field m ar­
shal. fo u n t  von llue-e le r, form er com­
m ander of the S ixteenth corps, who. 
before the w ar. w as considered a hu ­
man fiend. These th ree  called Clover 
Leaf by the soldiers, were fa r  m ore de 
spised by most of the men th an  were 
the French cannon, which sought our 
m iserable lives.

The Hobenznllern heir did not find 
ife hard  a t Ids headquarters several 
kilometers behind the h a tt 'e  front. It 
>vas easy fo r him to m ake him self 
popular w ith his o rder to go ahead at
ffie cost of thousands of lives. He was 

D uring th e  fighting rery well liked among the high officers, 
they w ere tram pled m ore deeply Into whom he sa t behlud a stove al-
th e  d irt under our fee t fo r we could though the progress was not fast 
not see w here we w ere going; we could enoUgh fo r them.
only “roll up the en tire  trench . j H e honored Von M udra w ith the or-

T he section won w as fo rtif ied  w ith J qPr “p our Ia M erite,” bu t of th e  sol- 
all possible haste. Once m ore we had dlers he never had a thought, 
acquired a t a heavy cost In hum an life 
a few m eters of the A rgonne forest.
T his trench, which we took, had 
changed hands m any tim es and even 
now we w ere preparing fo r the usual 
c o u n te ra tta ck s .

P resen tly  the “Jackasses” w ent Into , , . . . . . .
action. T he “Jackasses ” a re  the guns I w as scarcely w a te r fo r drink-
of the  F rench m ountain artille ry . They 
were so named because they w ere 
drawn by mulea. They are guns of flat 
trajectory, kept from 50 to 100 meters 
behind the enemy lines. The sheila r**t «>« wouI<1 00t ua sleep, 
from these cannon flew directly over i While we were In the trenches the bul- 
our heads and cut their way through i let* Gld not do much damage but dally 
the branches at a  high rate of speed. n,*° were killed by Indirect fire. The 
Because e f  the high velocity of the thousands which whlaaed through the 
shell and the short distance It travels air every minute flew over our heads, 
the detonation when the shot la Arad j They struck trees or branches sad

They had not seen a bed for months. 
They w ere never given a chance to  re­
move th e ir  clothing.

They received only shells and steel 
and w ere alm ost eaten  up by vermin. 
They w ere covered w ith lice. There

lng purposes, to say nothing of w ater 
fo r w ashing the ir clothes.

O ur h a ir  and beards w ere long and 
when we w ere given some hours of

Each Day Levied Its Toll of Victims.
giancea otr, strik ing  tn e  m en in tn e  
trenches. F alling  to  p ierce th e ir  ob­
jec t d irectly  they  to re  te rrib le  gaping 
w ounds as they  en tered  th e  m en’s 
bodies sideways. W henever we heard  
charges concerning dum-dum bullets, 
we thought of these cross-shots, a l­
though we never doubted th e  existence 
of the dum-dums.

W hether o r not dum-dum bulle ts 
w ere m ade in th e  m unitions facto ries 
I cannot say. I  suspect they were. How ­
ever, I did see m any dum-dum bullets 
made by the soldiers them selves. The 
points were filed off from  German m us­
k e t shells so th a t the nickel covering 
w as perforated , baring th e  lead filling.

The bullet flattened when It struck  
Its object. If, fo r Instance, it  entered 
a  m an’s arm , th e  explosive charge In It 
would so sh a tte r  th e  arm  as to  blow It 
entirely  off and leave It banging by the 
skin.

German soldiers w ere frequently  
seen supplying them selves w ith dum ­
dum bullets In th e  trenches, p reparing  
to  Inflict te rrib le  wounds.

On Jan u ary  5. 1IJ15, th e  G erm ans a t­
tacked on their en tire  fron t o f the Ar­
ginine forest sector and several hun­
dred prisoners w ere taken. The hand- 
to-hand fight continued un til six o’clock 
In the evening.

A fellow pioneer and m yself found 
ourselves in a b it of trench  held by 
eight Frenchm en. It wus Impossible to 
re tire  so we accepted the unequal fight. 
F o rtunately  we w ere well supplied 
w ith hand grenades.

We cu t the fuses short so th a t they 
would explode as quickly as possible.
I threw  one am ong the eight soldiers. 
Before th e  men could get out of the 
way of th e  first, the  second one fol­
lowed, which exploded In th e ir  midst.

We took advantage of th e  confusion 
thus created  to  hurl five more. Our 
enem ies were now reduced to  four men. j 
We opened fire w ith ou r m uskets, clos- : 
lng In on the four. T heir bullets 
whizzed around our heads. One man 
w as shot In the mouth. T h a t le ft three. I 
They turned and tried  to flee.

In such mom ents as these one Is In a 
g rea t rage and forgets danger entirely.

We w ere very close to ou r enemies 
now. right on th e ir  heels when the last 
m an stum bled and fell.

I sprnng on top of him. H e defend­
ed him self w ith h is fists. My com rade 
w ent a f te r  the o ther two. Bleeding at 
th e  m outh, this man fought on. A fter 
I had knocked several of h is tee th  out 
he raised his hands and surrendered.
I released him from  my grip and 
looked him over carefully . He was 
about thirty-five years old. H e showed 
me his wedding ring  and talked to me 
I knew w hat he w anted, he w anted his 
life.

He gave me his canteen th a t  I might 
drink some wine and wept. Perhap  
he thought of h is w ife and children. 1 
pressed his hand and he showed Da­
hls bleeding teeth . I  called him a fool ! 
and told him he w as lucky to  have got 
ten  aw ay w ith th e  loss o f only a few 
m olars. I w as glad I had not killed | 
him. I took him back myself, In order 
to  pro tect him ag a in s t'b e in g  misused , 
As I delivered him over to w here the 1 
prisoners w ere being assem bled, he 
pressed my hand and smiled.

The prisoners were assembled in 
Apremou. Several of them  had come 
from th a t town. T heir fam ilies w ere 
still In the ir homes and many prisoners 
asked perm ission to visit them . I had 
occasion to  w itness such a v isit In Ap- 
rem ont. Two reserves led one of the 
prisoners to the house, which he had 
pointed ou t as his. The prisoner’s 
young wife was In the kitchen w ith her 
th ree  children. We followed them  Into 
the house.

The woman turned pnle as she sud­
denly saw  her husband. They em­
braced. We w ent outside for we felt 
out of place there.

The woman had not had a le tte r 
from her husband for five m onths be­
cause the G erm ans w ere betw een her 
and her husband’s arm y. H e had been 
In the trenches fo r a month, realizing 
how nearby h is wife and children were, 
yet unable to reach them  and w ith no 
way of knowing w hether they were 
alive or dead.

How he m ust have fe lt as the French 
shells flew over his head on th e ir  way 
to A prem ontt

T here w as no way of knowing 
w hether the glow In th e  sky caused 
by the burning of a house was fu r­
nished by his home or not. Every­
thing becam e a to rtu ring  uncertain ty  
and all of life w as a hell.

Home again fo r a few h o u rs ; then 
away, a  p risoner I At least he would 
be able to get word to  h is w ife by 
le tte r through the field posts.

Finally he said good-by. H is wife 
had nothing to  give him, no laundry, 
no food.

Everything had been lost and she 
lived on the sold iers ' bounty. She gave 
him her las t money and he refused to 
take  It. She accepted the money back.

It consisted of a few 5 and 10 pfen­
nig pieces and some coppers, all she 
had

ikcu seizeu. xuese u iree  men reruseu 
to  work any longer fo r the German 
m ilitary officials because they could 
not live on w hat they received.

“They w ere a rre sted  and a re  being 
sent to Germany. No one know s w hat 
the ir fa te  would be there. T he men 
w ere being taken away by the Ger­
m ans and Interned In G erm any.”

We received orders to m arch to 
V arennes and ieft the next morntug. 
As we reached the heights of V arennes 
about noon we saw  the wide country 
before us and the city nestling In the 
vulley. F a rth e r up on the heights was 
Vauquols. N othing could be aeen of 
any houses but through our field glasses 
we could make out un enorm ous ash 
heap. Shells fell there  continuously 
and we were frigh tened  a t  the  pros­

pect of having to  go to th a t spot. 
Scarcely had we crossed the heights 
when some shells bu rs t behind us. The 
French a rtille ry  even singled out Indi­
viduals. While '•’duquols was In their 
possession they could co-ordinate the 
en tire  neighborhood. We understood 
now why th is ash heap hud been con­
tested  for so b itterly .

(C oncluded N ext W eek.)

The cordial and  courteous drugg­
ist, Mr. W illiam s, is alw ays pleas­
ed to play you the latest records on 
the grafanola. Concerts are going on 
most the time.

Elsie Ferguson is one of the most 
powerful box-office attractions of the 
American theatre. She will be a t 
the ISIS on Sunday evening, June 
30, in “Barbary Sheep”, a picturiza- 
tion of the famous novel of the same 
title.

N otice of C ertain S treet Im prove­
m en t B onds W ill B e T aken  Up.

Notice is hereby given th a t there 
are sufficient funds in the street 
paving fund of the City of Independ­
ence, Oregon, to take up for pay­
ment and cancellation Bonds No. 
8, 9, 10 and 11 beuring date Ju ly  1st, 
1914.

T hat on July 1st, 1918, each of 
said bonds will be taken up and 
cancelled and paid in full, principal 
anil interest to said date and there­
after said bonds will cense to bear 
interest.

Dated and first published May 31, 
1918. W , S. KURRE,

City T reasurer.

KINGS VALLEY
Mrs. Estalla Dodele, Mrs. II. C. 

H arter and Mrs. B. F. West went to  
Albany S aturday to attend the fun­
eral of W illiam Dodele.

Several cars went from here Sun­
day to attend the funeral of W iliam  
Dodele.

Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Ayers and Mr. 
and Mrs. Andy Ayers were Corvallis 
visitors Saturday.

Mrs. J. P. Logan went to Inde­
dependence Saturday.

Miss Lillie Townsend wen t to  
Dallas Friday and  had  her tonsils 
removed Saturday.

Mrs. M artha Christenson visited 
several days with Mr. and Mrs, Tip 
Maxtield.

Mr. and Mrs. John Senger arrived 
in the valley T hursday  evening to 
visit a t the home of their son, A. B. 
Senger, and re tu rned  to their home 
in Corvallis Friday.

The Red Cross gave an  ice cream  
social a t Hoskins Saturday evening.

Rev. Mumy of Salem  preached a t 
the church Sunday morning.

The m issionary society will meet 
a t the church Thursday afternoon.

F ran k  and Bruce M iller went to 
Albany Sunday to a ttend  the funeral 
of the ir nephew, W illiam  Dodele.

W ood S aw in a  P rices

H ereafter the following [trices will 
be charged for cu tting  wood.

Ash, Maple and  Fur, one cu t 60c., 
2 cuts 75c., 3 cuts $1 ¡Slabs and  Oak, 
1 cut title., 2 cuts 85c., 3 cuts $1; By 
the hour $2.

P. O. BLACK.

C H A P T E R  XVI.

The next day we received order« to 
march to an unknown destination. We 
soon arrived at the depot of Apremont 
where we were obliged to w a it  The j 
depot had been destroyed. The next 
station waa Chatel. Both of theae 
places are a boat five kilometer« bekind ■ 
the front.

This Village Had Changed Hands 
More Than Fifteen Times.

Unable to  endure th is we took a col­
lection among ourselves. We m ade up 
m ore than  10 m arks, which we gave 
to the young woman. She refused It a t 
first, then looking a t  her husband, she 
took It and tried  to kiss our hands.

W hen we refused  to  let her do th is 
she ran  to  a sto re  nearby anil returned 
w ith cigars, tobacco, m atches and sau­
sage, which she gave to her husband.

She sm iled perhaps for the first time 
Id a long while.

T he children w ere w ith the ir fa th e r 
and they kissed him as he left. He had 
one child on each arm  and b is wife 
carried  the th ird .

W ith the g rea test happiness the 
fam ily walked along between the two 
arm ed soldiers. W hen the moment of 
pa rtin g  came all began to cry.

T h is w as the fa te  of thousands of 
poor F rench  and Belgian men and 
women, quartered  near th e ir homes 
yet unable to know who was dead or 
alive.

While we stood at the depot ten Ger­
man soldiers arrived with fixed bayo­
nets. Between them were three French 
citizens in civilian clothing, whom they 
escorted. All were elderly men. We 
aaked an old Frenchman what thla waa 
•boat and he sa id :

“We receive onr food from the Ger­
man military ofllclala bnt It la not «ef­
ficient to live on. The people have 
nothing le f t  AH stock and flood had

M a x  G o ld m a n  

D e a ls  in
HIDES
PELTS
WOOL
FUR S
MOHAIR
CASCARA BARK
VEAL
PORK
BEE F
POULTRY
BUTTER
EGGS
FARM  PRODUCE
WOOD
WOOD
GROCERIES
SHOES
F U R N ISH IN G S  
DRY GOODS

W IGRICH ITEM S
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Porterfield 

spent Sunday w ith (lie form er’s par­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Porterfield.

Mr. and  Mrs. E. M. Lichty and 
Misses Thelm a and Alice Moe of 
Buena Vista were Sunday guests a t 
the hom e of Mr. and Mrs. F. L. 
Chown.

Mr. and Mrs. T. A. Wilson and 
son, Alvin, and Mr. and Mrs. Adam 
G rauer of Sheridan were Sunday 
guests td Hie home of Mr. and Mrs. 
F. L Chown.

Be sure and  keep your eyes open 
for the date of the Red Cross social 
at Wigricb.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert of H ighland 
visited Sunday w ith the la tte r’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. McComas.

CASH OR TRADE

SWOPE & SWOPE 
LAWYERS 

I. O. 0 . F. Building 
Independence, ,- Oregon

W ILLIAM  S. KURRE P A SSE S;
FU N ER A L W ELL ATTEND ED
(Continued from Pnge 1.) 

tist cliiireli the following afternoon 
and the edifice was well filled w ith 
friends to pay their Iasi respects to 
the departed. The services were 
held under the auspices of Homer 
Lodge, Knights of Pythias, of w hich 
the deceased was a loyal member. 
l)r. II. C. Buusmore, as was re­
quested by Mr. Kurre heforrf, bis 
death, spoke briefly to those a s ­
sembled at such a sad occasion, and 
after two selections by the choir and  
a solo by Mrs. G. \V. Conkoy, I bo 
rem ains were taken to Portland 
and crem ated, as the departed bad 
also requested.

The father, Peter Kurre, was iiIh 
sent on a fishing trip  at the time of 
bis son's death and when he learn­
ed of it, made a terrific drive of 
m any miles in bis autom obile to 
get home. He feels the loss of his 
son keenly.

W illiam S. Kurre was Isirii on a  
farm south of Independence in 1881 
and was raised to m anhood here 
where b\ his th rift and  proficiency 
finally became cashier of the In ­
dependence National Bank. Before 
Ins advancem ent he w as bookkeeper 
in the sam e Institution for a num ­
ber of years. He was nlso city 
treasurer a t the tim e of Ids death. 
A few m onths ago he attem pted to 
gel into the  service of his country 
but was rejected because of h is 
weight.

Will Kurre enjoyed the acquain t­
ance and  friendship of a large num ­
ber of people and m any besides bis 
num erous relatives will mourn h is  
dentb and  m iss him. He is surviv­
ed by his fnther and four brothers, 
Claude of Cottage Grove, Frank o f  
Portland, George of Dallas and  
Charles of Salem and one sister, Mrs. 
Nellie T itus of W ashington. ,


