
PEOPLE ASKED FOR « "  
FLOUR DONATIONS

F re e w ill Offering of E x c e ls  
Stocks Is Requested.

MEN O V E R S E A S  N EED  GRAIN

Plan  Devised to  Sava T ransporta tion  
and Tim e—Local Donations to Be 
Resold Locally But Releaae Equal 
Amount a t A tlantic Seaboard For 
Im m ediate Shipm ent to A llies and 
Troops.

O pportunity is now offered, through 
Federal Food A dm inistra tor W. B. 
Ayer, for Oregon fam ilies and m anu
fac tu ring  firm s using w heat flour, to 
m ake a voluntary personal sacrifice 
fo r the benefit of U ncle Sam 's boys in 
the Army and Navy. Mr. Ayer has 
announced th a t any family, public ea t
ing place, or factory using w heat flour, 
such as bakeries and cracker factories, 
now has the privilege of directly  con
tr ibu ting  to the flour bins of the Army 
and Navy by tu rn ing  back to the gov
ernm ent, a t  the m arket price, such 
portion of th e ir w heat flour allowance 
as  they will patrio tically  re fra in  from 
consum ing them selves.

Such g ifts of w heat flour, w hile not 
going directly  to F ra n c k  for th e  boys 
overseas, will be turned into th e  gov
ernm en t com m issary a t the nea res t 
point, and will re lease an  equal quan
tity  of w heat flour on the A tlantic 
seab o ard  for Im m ediate shipm ent 
“over there .” U nder th is novel plan 
w hen a patrio tic  Oregon fam ily goes 
on  a w heatless diet for a week or a 
m onth, o r longer period, the w heat 
flour they save and tu rn  back to  the 
governm ent actually  rep resen ts  an 
equivalent of w heat flour th ree thou
sand miles away, which im m ediately 
■tarts to move forw ard to the fighting 
forces. This arrangem en t has been 
m ade in o rder to save transporta tion  
across the continent.

“I am hoping for a  splendid w heat
saving record in O regon” said Mr. 
A yer the o th er day, “F or I believe 
w hen Oregon fam ilies and public eat-- 
lng places in the s ta te  knpw th a t the 
flour they save will go d irec t to the 
boys of the Army and Navy they will 
no t hesita te  to  respond in  the usual 
pa trio tic  Oregon way. I had a tele
gram  from Mr. H oover'today  in which 
he  asked me for an estim ate  on w hat 
I thought Oregon could be relied upon 
to save under the new plan. I wished 
to  be conservative, and I replied th a t 
m y estim ate  would be 30 to  35 per 
cen t of th e  norm al w heat flour con
sum ption. T his is a much low er es
tim ate  than  o th er s ta te s  had made, 
and I realise th a t It will probably be 
unsatisfac to ry  a t W ashington. I am 
hoping th a t the people of the s ta te  
w ill exceed th is estim ate  by a gener
ous m argin. T he county adm in is tra 
to rs  have in hand the full details of 
the plan for saving w heat in th is way 
fo r the needs of our fighting  men, and 
any one w ishing to personally  contrib
u te  w heat flour should get in touch at 
once w ith th e  Food A dm inistra tor of 
th e  county in which he or she lives.”

The w heat-saving plan announced 
by Mr. Ayer is a national one, and i f  
is now Operative in all the states. 
T he  s ta tes  of W ashington, Idaho and 
Oregon a re  now co-operating in an 
effo rt to m ake a big w heat-saving rec
ord  for th e  N orthw est. Federal Food 
A dm inistra to rs R. F. B icknell of Idaho 
nnd C harles H ebberd of W ashington 
Join w ith Federal F oc i A dm inistrator 
W. B. Ayer for Oregon in fc!’ v 
lng announcem ent, vhtch c l ' i .. de
ta il the plan of handling th e  returned 
w heat:

“Mr. Hoover has wired all Federal 
Food A dm inistra tors tha t the excess 
stocks of flour held by public eating  
places, bakers, dealers and consum ers 
may be voluntarily  su rrendered  for 
th e  use of the Army and Navy ami the 
Allies. T his action has been prom pted 
by th e  m any voluntary  offerings from 
d iffe ren t parts  of th e  co un trj.

“The practical method of handling 
auch retu rned  flour will be through j 
th e  local m erchant, who is hereby  re
quested  to receive all such flour and 
pay the holding consum er the -ac tu a l 
co s t of same, and then  re-d istribu te  it 
w ithou t any additional charge to  the 
u ltim a te  consum er. W here m erchants 
accum ulate m ore than  th e ir th irty  
d ay s’ supply and all hotels, bakers, 
etc., th a t have an excess am ount tha t 
canoot be disposed of locally, they 
should Im m ediately com m unicate with 
Mr. M. H. H ouser, d ra in  Com m ission
e r  of the Food A dm inistration, Board 
of T rade Building, Portland, and he 
will a rrange for the transporta tion  to 
th e  seaboard. All flour re tu rned  to 
the  m erchant th a t is resold to the 
consum er should be reported  to Mr. 
H ouser, In o rder th a t an equal am ount 
may be released for sh ipm ent to  the 
Allies.

“The whole object of the  above a r 
rangem ent Is to provide a  channel 
through T'hich all excess quantities 
of flour may reach the Army and Navy 
or , the  Allied arm ies as a  voluntary 
offering  of the people of th is country .”

USE P O TA TO ES  
•u*. IN S TEA D  O F BREAD

Brand M ust Bs Saved—P ota toes Con
ta in  the Same N utrim ent.

How many potatoes a re  you ea ting?  
T hl8 is a question the Food Adminis
tra tion  w ants every loyal A m erican to  
ask  him self o r herself. S trange as it 
may seem , the eating  of po tatoes a t 
th is tim e is a  practical w ar service, 
according to  a  recen t Food A dm inis
tra tion  bulletin, w hich points out th a t 
this nation now has a U rge potato 
surplus on hand and th a t th is valuable 
food, unless ea ten  within the nex t two 
m onths, will be lost through sprouting  
and rotting. By eating  of potatoes 
liberally, every fam ily can save a sub
stan tia l am ount of o ther food, particu 
larly  of w heat. By eating  up the su r
plus of potatoes the nation will also 
prevent serious loss to the potato 
producer, who needs to be encouraged 
to grow maximum crops during the 
coming year.

"Dom estic science experts have fig
ured th a t: One ordinary baked potato 
equals in nourishm ent one thick slice 
of w heat bread.

"Potatoes a t one and one-half to two 
cen ts a pound have more food value 
than  bread a t  ten  cen ts a loaf.

"Potatoes a re  healthful. They im 
prove the general tone of the system  
by their wholesom e action on the di
gestive organs. They a re  easiest on 
the stom ach of all vegetable foods. 
They are  easy on the kidneys because 
of the minim um of nitrogen they  con
tain. They are  easy on th e  in testines 
because of the tenderness and sm all 
proportion of th e ir cellulose and the 
fine division of starch .

“Potatoes a re  valuable in the d ie t of 
the sick. They can be ea ten  w ith 
benefit by people suffering from  dys
pepsia, anem ia, diabetes, B righ t’s d is
ease, cardiac affections, in testina l 
troubles, constipation, hyperacid ity , 
a rtiritis , gout, liver com plaints, etc.

“Always serve potatoes w ith m eat,” 
concludes the Food A dm inistration  
bulletin. “N ever serve bread and po
ta to es.”

By Mrs. Robt. J. B urdette.
T he firing line is now in your k it

chen.
Knock out the breadline a t  your 

table.
It has been said th a t th e  Revolu

tionary  W ar was won by m en fed on 
hasty  pudding, in o ther words, corn 
m eal mush. L et it be w ritten  in h is
to ry  th a t the w inning of the p resen t 
w ar was made possible by the U nited 
S ta tes eating  potatoes.

The m anner of eating, the tim e of 
ea ting  and even the kind of foodstuffs 
ea ten  are  largely a  m atte r of habit. 
W e do not desire  to break ourselves 
en tire ly  of the hab it of eating  or life 
would not prove w orth living, bu t it 
can be made to prove b e tte r  w orth 
living if we change some of the habits. 
Suppose we cure ourselves of the 
hand-eating hab it and see if we do 
not consume less bread. If you w ere 
to pu t your bread and b u tte r on your 
p late  and eat It w ith a knife and fork 
it would reduce the am ount of bread 
ea ten  a t once. In some of the O riental 
countries men carry  strings of brigh t 
red wooden beads th a t are known as 
“C onversation beads.” and they seem

'h ie  to t: Ik ' ess th y hnv» them 
I t  ih i'.r J’&n-.U to -lay w ith ,.nd pass 
?r; u o r U t..j to the other. V  seem 
to nee;’, g'-nietiiing in our luoids at 
tab le  or -.••• f- 1 t! 1 m eal is incom plete 
and th a t s i lit: !r c r .:?.!!> bread.
Forget th s ha! it ra ti w heat. If
you nit a  eoetliii: I ham eating
habit, held a h o t potato. *

How to I r crarse  W orld's Ercad R stlon 
W ith fam ine c r < i n g  ifcrou rh Eu

rope, a.id every nation struggling to 
produce enough food to sustain  life, 
the American farm er has a dt ty tha t 

) he can not shirk. America nn st ship 
nod to Europe for our soldiers. 

A m erica m ust supply bread to s ta rv 
ing peoples. No m atte r w hat o ther 
crops a re  raised, m ore acres should 
be devoted to bread grains. “Do your 
bit, Mr. Farm er,” says a Food Ad
m inistra tion  bulletin. “ Success de
pends upon you in th is world w ar.”

W est Point is on a  food-conservation 
basis, and the health  of the cadet 
corps is b e tte r than  ever. All bread 
used is composed of 45 per cen t w heat 
flour, 45 rye, and 10 per cen t w hite 
bolted grain flour; and many cadets 
consider it superio r to  the form er 
w hite bre.ad. Sugar consum ption has 
been cu t down, m eatless days and 
m eals are  rigidly .observed, and the 
reduced am opnt of m eat lias been 
beneficial to health . A lesson from a 
reliab le  source.

U you have a food conservation plan 
o r rec ipe  pass it  on to your neighbors 
and your friends—be “in the service.”

Taking It From Babies.
"E very  ounce of w heat products In 

excess of six pounds per m onth th a t 
you eat, Mr. American Citizen, is tha t 
much literally  taken  from the m ouths 
of th e  starving women and child ren  
of F rance ,” says a Faod A dm inistra
tion bulletin. "The arm ed allies m ay 
go w ithout wheat, bu t these innocents 
will actually  die unless we give Hieta 
of ou ia  in generous proportion

Victory bread is received with h e a r
ty  approval. But don 't be satisfied  
to use it on s  w heatless day or s t  a 
w heatless meal, because i t  isn 't w h e a t 
leee.

WHAT YOUR 
DOLLARS DO

One Hundred Cents’ Worth 
of Mercy and Relief for 
Every War Fund Dollar.

Your Red Cross do llars—every cent 
of every Red Cross dollar—actually  
relieves suffering—actually  goes as 
you give It, for w ar relief. Not one 
cent of any contribution  goes into 
Red Cross adm inistra tion  expenses 
the overhead of W ar Fund adm inis
tra tion  is more than  covered by tha 
In terest accruing from the hanking of 
the funds. All re lief work not per
tain ing to the w ar is amply covered 
by the norm al revenues of the Red 
Cross through m em bership dues.

Your answ er 40 hum anity’s cry— 
your donation to w ar rs lle f—Include« 
not only the care  and resto ra tion  of 
the wounded. I t Is a mission of mercy 
to the fam ished, the hom eless and 
helpless, the lame, the halt, and the 
blind—all the victim s of w ar th a t ap 
peal to the hea rt of m ankind.

The relief of invalided soldiers, re- 
lief of the m utilated  and blind, tra in 
ing of crippled sold iers for useful pu r
su its—relief service fo r the care and 
revlvnl of so ld iers on furlough from 
the fron t—relief of children through
out devastated  te rrito ry —relief of de
pendent fam ilies of so ld iers—relief to  
prisoners in G erm any— relief among 
repa tria ted  people re tu rn ing  to F rance 
—children’s refuges and hospitals— 
these nre among the divisions of o r
ganized work th a t carries p ractical aid 
to its  every object in a  wide held of 
activity , ft* scope em braces Russia, 
Roum ania, Serbia, Ita ly  and Arm enia 
—besides the g rea t field of France.

Y our donation m akes th is g rea t mis
sion of mercy your own.

The Red Cross carries  100 cen ts’ 
w orth of aid fo r sv sry  do llar donated.

THIS IS THE TRUE 
RED CROSS SPIRIT
A Little Story With a Big 

Thought in It.

A m onth age the Red Cross chap te r 
In Bay City, M idi., received a hurry- 
up call fo r 150 dunnage bags. Troops 
w ere about to move, and through an 
oversight the ir equipm ent was not 
complete. The bags had to be m ade 
and sent w ithin 48 hours. A request 
fo r help was sent over the town, and 
the sto res were searched successfully 
for the right m aterials. Among those 
who quickly responded and cam e to 
the chap te r workroom s to help w ere 
two little  girls, sisters, about ten and 
tw elve years of age, each eager to lend 
a band and do som ething for tbe boys 
who were going to the fronL All day 
long the fingers of the women und 
the little  girls were fairly  flying. Bug 
a f te r  hag received the last stltcb  un
til scores were piled *up ready for 
shipm ent. Closing tim e came, and tbe 
woman superin tending the making of 
the bags counted those com pleted and 
announced tha t If every one of the 
w orkers could come early the next 
m orning and work all day« the bags 
would surely be finished In tim e for 
shipping by evening. Two crestfallen  
little  girls, the little  sisters, were w ait
ing for her a t tbe door as she de
parted. ,

Red Cross Dunnage Bags.
“We are  aw fully sorry, m a'am ,” said 

the older of the two, “but we can’t 
come back tomorrow. You see tom or
row we have to— ” And, w ithout fin
ishing the sentence, she looked back 
w istfully a t the pile of bags

"It Is too bad you can 't come back,” 
said tbe superin tendent, “but I want 
to thank you, and we all thank you, 
for the work you’ve done today. You 
two have te en  a wonderful help, and 
tha t pile of bags wouldn’t be nearly so 
big If you hadn 't been here. Good 
idgbL”

The next morning when the super
in tendent cam e down to unlock the 
workrooms for the d ay 'sh e  was aston
ished to see the two little  girls stand
ing in the cold by the locked door.

"Oil, Uni so glad to see you I” the 
said. " I thought you said you couldn't j 
come?”

“Oh, we knew those Red Cross bags 
ju s t bad to be finished for the sol
diers,” exclaim ed the little  one, with 
glistening eyes, "and we got up at j 
three .o’clock th is morning and got the 
washing don» « s r ly P

LONG SPRING COAT
Silk and Wool Fabrics A rt Often 

Used in Combination.

Pull-L tngth Garm ent Will Vie W ith
Short Sports Sr “Chappie,” Regu

lar With Yeung Women.

The accepted rule fe r  the long spring 
coat Is 45 to 48 Inches. T his 3-lnch 
leeway is due to the fact th a t fashion 
has deersed that at least 3 inches of 
the underneath garm ent, w hether It be 
frock or separate sk irt, shall be visible.

There is a very determ ined leaning, 
when wool is used, to  stra igh t, scant 
lines, but where silks 'a re  employed 
more generous use of m aterial is per
missible, and the silk coats a re  gener
ally ra ther full.

Two-fabric combinations a re  noted 
In some of the coats, and, o f course, 
silk and wool fabrics are  often com
bined.

The cost shown in the sketch  is a 
good example of the tw o-fabric long 
coat developed for spring. As design
ed here, the coat proper is made of 
navy satin, with w aist and sleeves of 
plaid serge or o ther wool fabric. Tire 
hack of the garm ent is cut on the same 
general lines as the front, and the 
deep shawl or cupe collar Is so a r
ranged th a t it may be draw n high 
about the th roat if desired.

Double-faced satins are  in high fa
vor in the development of spring coats, 
and the two sides of these sa tin s  are 
usually in contrasting colors. They

A t the Garden 
Gate

By GEORGE ELM ER C uB B

5 *

(C o p y r ig h t ,  IS IS , W c i to rn  N e w sp a p e r  U n io n .)

B ruce T yrell and Alda W renn were 
acting  out a sw eet little  love story 
all by them selves. So fa r  they were 
only friends they told them sel. -s, but 
the ir .nner consciousness revealed to 
them  tliut they w ere fust d rifting  into 
th a t delightful phuse of super-exist
ence w here life is one rose-tinted, de
lirious w hirl of ecsta tic  Joy.

Aida wus a schoolteacher. So was 
her sister, M urcia, in a  ru ra l d is tric t 
fifty miles d is tan t. The faintly wus u 
p leasan t one, the m other of the old- 
fashioned, fast-d isappearing  type. In
dulgent and sym pathetic, the fa th e r a 
sto rekeeper of the tow n w ith trade  
enough to  keep th ings com fortable. 
H e was content, and not w illing to

Sm art Long Coat fo r Spring.

a re  favored for tw o-fabric or two-color 
garm ents. Some charm ing little  m an
tles or capes made for evening or 
dressy afternoon w ear a re  finished so 
th a t e ither side may be worn ou t—that 
Is, the cape may be turned a t will and 
its  ow ner then to all Intents and pur
poses has two garm ents.

T he short sports coat, christened the 
“C happie” coat, will undoubtedly be 
very popular with young women and 
those who possess slight, youthful fig
ures ; but regardless of the fabric con
servation  demand, full-length coats 
will have the ir adherents.

NARROW B ELTS  TH IS  SUMMER

H atbands Also Mad# of M aterials to
Match, Fastening *n On# Bids

W ith a Largo Button.

B elts a re  to have an im portant place 
In the sum m er wardrobe. One firm Is 
showing no sw eaters w ithout belts 
and many of the la tte r  a re  of leather. 
The new est are extrem ely narrow, 
scarcely an Inch wide, and have long, 
narrow  buckles of b rass o r steel, flar
ing a little  a t the end. Initial buckles 
are  again in vogue and are  worn on 
black or tan leather Jaelts.

A new wash belt for the white 
pique, poplin or linen sk irt appears 
w ith a fascinating wool stitchery, 
hnnd-made, In bright Japanese colors, 
coral, blues, purple, green, tans, de
lightfully Intermingled. The belts are 
of cotton poplin and are  long enough 
to encircle the w aist tw ice and to be 
knotted  a t th e  side, where they fall In 
sash ends fringed deeply with the 
bright colored wools.

H atbands of the sam e sort are made 
to go w ith the«e, fastening on one side 
with a , huge button, repeating the 
bright stitches and ready to slip over 
the crown of the sport sailor. H and
some collars are also made from this 
stitchery . The belts and collars can 
be worn w ith sw eaters.

SUPPLYING FRENCH H 08PITA LS.

The Red Cross hospital supply ser*> 
ice In F rance has 18 w arehoules mied 
with drugs, medicine*, surgical Instru
m ents end dressings. It serves 3.423 
French m ilitary  hospital«.

•Ilk  Replaces Woel.
The deprivations and hardships of 

war. In so fa r  as they apply to clothes 
for womankind, may be regarded as 
purely Im aginary a t  long ■■ designers 
offer sty les as a ttrac tiv e  ■■ those for 
tbe coming spring and summer. The 
rigid economy necessary In the use 
of weol fabrics has not been found an 
inconvenience worth speaking of, as 
dealers in silks quickly come to the 
raacue, and in th s  varie ty  of weaves 
oCersd sal table m ateria ls for all Uoes 
of garment« may be found.

covet business expansion a t th e  cost 
of risk ing h is little  capital and pass
ing sleepless nights w orrying over It.

I t w as by m ere chance th a t B ruce 
had become acquainted  w ith Aida. 
The biggest rainstorm  H illsboro had 
ever known was on the program  In 
active display, one w arm  spring a f te r
noon, when he w as absolutely m a
rooned upon a rise  of ground n ear the 
road llde , w ith  no she lte f except an 
open stock shed. H e w as ra th e r glad 
of the company of two horses which 
crowdiV) out of the drenching rain  
w ith «him . They w ere docile and 
friendly. It h ad  begun rain ing Just 
a f te r  Uie bell of the little  crossroads 
schoolhouse called in the odd two 
dozen scholars from the playground. 
T here Wus no afternoon  recess, for the 
rain never le t up until four o’clock. 
By th a t tim e the roadway- w as a rush 
ing to rren t and the w ater wns up over 
the steps of the little  fram e building.

: At Its open doorway -stood the p re tty  
schoolteacher, w ith a  dism ayed face 

I noting the grewsom e prospect, while 
: a t the windows th e  pupils crowded 

generally, very much en terta ined  by 
the novelty of the ir situation.

Conditions w ere less discouraging 
a t the roof shelter. The w ater had 
been over shoe tops fo r an hour, hut 
a run  of a hundred feet In knee-deep 
w ater would have landed Bruce on 
the h igher level. A stu rdy  fram ew ork 
of planks, apparen tly  used as a 
bridge Hcross some creek or ditch, had 
been sw ept from Its moorings and hnd 
landed directly  against the side of the 
shelter shed. T here came a final fe a r
ful downpour, resem bling n cloud
burst, B ruce saw th a t the w ater had 
come up clear over the threshold of 
the little  schoolhouse and was pour
ing in over the floor.

“Something ought to be done for 
those refugees. T hey’ll begin to get 
frigh tened  soon. T here  may be no 
danger, but there will be some w all
ing am ong those litt le  to ts when it be
gins to  get dnrk.”

B ruce studied the w atery  w aste be
tw een the shed and the schoolhouse, 
and then tried^to calculate how fa r  the 
floating, but stalled  p latform  might be 
utilized a s  a raft. W hen lie waded 
around to  It the w ate r was up to  his 
knees, and he doubted not th a t It was 
w aist high fa r th e r down the slan t in 
the direction of the marooned fu p lls  
and th e ir teacher. Across one side of 
the shed was stre tched  a long pole b e - ' 
yond which a food trough hnd been 
placed to  contain fodder for the horses. 
I t wus thick, staunch and secured by 
nails nt both ends.

“Tbe very th ing,” decided Bruce, 
tore It loose, w aded io the platform  
and got upon It. Then ualug the pole 
as deftly  as lie hnd m anipulated It 
when a lad playing the castuway 
afloat on a home pool, he stu rted  his 
bulky liHrk In the direction of the  be
leaguered ones caged w ithin the little  
schoolhouse.

He wus Inspired m ightily to diligent 
effort as the schoolm istress appeared 
a t Its door, waving h e r handkerchief 
encouragingly . The little  ones clus
tered  about her and a t  the windows, 
keeping up a babel o f excited cries 
and cheers. T he experim ent w as a 
ra re  success, and as, fo r the first time 
close a t hand, the eyes of B ruce rested 
on the lovely face of Alda W renn, he 
fe lt all his trouble well recompensed. 
In the th ree  groups th e  litt le  ones were 
rafted  across the expanse to where 
Miss W renn, fully fam iliar w ith the 
topography of the vicinity, pointed out 
a rising bluff pHth. D ry shod and 
flu ttering  w ith ra re  excitem ent, the 
little  ones dispersed, able to reach 
th e ir homes In safety. Miss Wren In
sisted on retnnlnlng behind until the 
las t o f her charges w ere safely deliv
ered from peril and discom fort.

“How can we ever thunk you for 
your wonderful w ork?” she fluttered, 
as she stepped upon the ra ft. “W hat 
Is th a t? ” she added, w ith a quick 
backw ard glance. Then she shuddered.
A grinding creak had sounded o u t; the 
underpinning of one end of the sehool- 
housi- hud given way. Lopsided, the 
s tru c tu re  toppled and rested  four feet 
deep In the w ater, crushing the door 
and windows out of shape, a wreck.

Bruce T yrrell found him self quite a 
hero In the eyes of th e  little  commu
nity  a f te r  tha t. But, still b e tte r to his 
method of appreciation, he became a 
welcome visitor a t  the  W renn heme. 
Alda's face was rad ian t w henever he 
appeared and all the world seemed 
Sunshine to Bruce, sub ject of a first 
attack  of th a t Incurable disease— love.

T here cam e a cloud over the sp irit 
of his dream s one day. As he was 
passing through ■ little  park  square, 
he diverted h is course, bu t his case  
was fixed on Aids, seated  00 ■ bench 
beside •  young mao, a  stranger. They

were so very close together th a t 
seemed to w hisper to her a t tints«; 
Then as they arose to separate , 'Aid* 
seized both bam js of the handsotp« 
young fellow and held in a fe rven t 
clasp, meanwhile looking earn es tly  
into his eyes.

“Who can he be? And she?” reflect
ed Bruce in a troubled way. “Can it  be 
possible th a t her heurt is a lready en- 
gnged und th a t I am blindly hoping
for a love th a t can never be m ine?” 

Bruce grew depressed and w as h a lf 
minded to cease his v isits to th e  
W renn home. H e was m agnanim ous 
concerning Alda, fo r although the ir re 
lations had been friendly she hud 
really never given him any definite en
couragem ent as a su itor. She w as no 
coquette, he was su re  of th a t, and he  
blamed his own sanguine n a tu re  fo r 
the daring presum ption th a t Aida’e 
handclasp had a t tim es been lingering 
and tender, and th a t her eyes respond
ed sym pathetically  to  his own a rd en t 
glances.
• “I can hardly break the engage
m ent fo r th is evening,” m editated  
Bruce, “but tom orrow  !”

Alda and him self w ere to a ttend  a 
party  a t Wildwood, a few m iles d is 
ten t on the trolley line. Bruce called 
for her th a t evening. Never had she 
looked so beu utl ful. A p re tty  locket 
and chain he hud never noticed before 
w ere her only Jewelry adornm ents. 
Bruce sighed as he recalled th a t bu t 
for bis discovery of the day, he In
tended to present her w ith a  friend
ship ring he curried In his pocket. H er 
acceptance of It would have decided 
him as to the fac t th a t there  was som a 
real depth to the In terest she had m an
ifested In him.

And, fu rth e r, never had she been; 
more charm ing In th e  kindly, p leas
an t way in which she received his a t 
tentions. He partly  took hea rt o f  
hope th a t he might be en terta in ing  a 
suspicion w ithout foundation. Still, 
he was constrained and unhappy all 
the evening.

As they left the trolley car on the  
re tu rn  tr ip  and proceeded tow ards 
Alda’s home, the la t te r  paused ab- 
ruptly  w ith n little  cry of dism ay. • 

“Oh. d e a r!” she exclaimed, her hand 
to her th roa t, “I have lost the locket.” 

“Are you su re?” questioned Bruce 
solicitously.

“<%. yes, I hud it when I got aboard
the car.”

She shook her d ress and they re 
traced th e ir way to th e  trolley sta tion . 
It wus bright moonlight, hu t th e ir  
searching eyes discovered no trace  
of the missing artic le  of jew elry.

“You had b e tte r le t me see you 
home,” suggested Bruce. “Then I will 
re tu rn  and w ait till the  ear comes 
liack on Its re tu rn  trip . I t may be th a t 
you lost the locket on the car.”

“I shall w ait up fo r your report,” 
said  Alda. “I am very anxious about 
the locket.” ■ --—*** T

Bruce signaled and halted the c a A  
ns it re tu rned . At his first question  
regurdlng the locket and chain th e ’ 
conductor'' produced the lost article.

“Ju s t found it  under a seat,” he ex
plained, and Bruce hastened to  Im
p a rt the glad news to Alda. H e tu rned  
the locket over and over in his hand. 
Its upper case came open. ?

“I t  Is as I feared  !” he h a lf groaned, 
and well he m ight, fo r a bright ray  o f 
moonlight revealed n circu lar photo
graph within the case. It was th a t o f 
the umn lie Imd seen w ith Aida th a t 
afternoon. Oh, there  was no doubt 1 
now of the existence of a rival ! B ruce 
hnd one thought only In his m ind—to; 
re tu rn  the locket to Alda and forget 
her.

“J u s t a m inute, please,” spoke a , 
voice behind him as he neared th e ‘ 
W renn home, and Bruce faced u new, 
astounding circum stance. Turning, h«i 
confronted the original of the photo-1 
graph.

“You nre Mr. T yrrell,” spoke the 
other. “ I have lila rd  Alda—th a t la. 
Miss W renn—spenk of you and have 
seen you once or tw ice before this.
I ulso know you are  h e r close friend. 
Will you do me a g rea t favor? A rej 
you going to her home?”

“Yes.” answ ered Bruce, nnd gruffly,! 
and dark ly  suspicious.

“ Will you hand her th is note?” nud 
the o ther tendered  a folded paper.

“ Why should I?” resented Bruce; 
draw ing back coldly.

“Must I tell you?” questioned Ida 
companion. “Yes, I will. Aida say« 
you a re  a man to  t r u s t  Well, then,
I am  secretly  m arried to Alda’s s is te r ,. 
and the note te lls her th a t M arelu will 
be here_ In the m orning to break tha, 
news te  her p aren ts .”

"Oh !”
It was passed by as a m ere common

place asp ira tion  by A ida's brother-in-1 
law. F or Bruce it expressed relief, 
and hope and Joy. W ith a lac rity  ha 
accepted Hie commission and w ith de
light. He listened la te r  to A lda’s ex
planation  th a t her s is te r  hnd left th e  
locket a t home on her lust visit, and 
Alda had borrowed It fo r the occasion 
of the party .

And then Bruce felt that he Hhould 
also unburden his h eart, which lie did, 
and graciously Alda listened to him, 
and the w hite moonlight lrrad lu ted  
two glowing, happy faces a s ,  B ruce 
kissed h is fiancee good ulght a t  th e  
garden gate.

Too Fam iliar.
A Country hotel, a good deal fre

quented by m otorists, took In n show
man and Ills perform ing hear, nnd one 
morning the bear escaped from th e  
stable. Everybody fled before the ani
mal. The hotel man, however, pur
sued It courageously. I t entered the 
hotel, m ounted th e  stairw ay , pushed 
open a bedroom door and vanished. 
The hotel man, closs behind, heard 
from the bedroonj an angry  exclam a
tion In a fem inine voice and the; 
w ords: “George, dear, how often havoj 
I forbidden you to  com# Into asy rooa 
w ithout knocking—and la your au t»  
mobile coat, to o l"


