
T H E P O L K  C O U N T Y
ECKER & CURRIE, P ub lishers

P O S T . Bumper Spring Crops
P ub lished  Twice a W eek a t Independence, Po lk  County, Oregon, on

T uesday  and  F rid ay

Application made for Entry as Mail Matter of the Secopd Class
Subscrip tion  R ates: $1.50 a Y ear S tric tly  in Advance; Six M onths

$1.00, T hree M onths 50cents.

CLYDE T. ECKER, Editor. J. F. CURRIE, Business Manager

EVILS OF MOB RULE
A mob may occasionally be justified in taking the law 

into its own bands, but very seldom. Its members if 
aroused to that degree of passion in which they will tor
ture or kill are not in a state of mind to competently de
termine the guilt or innocence of the one suspected, and 
it i s  far better that ten guilty escape than that one inno
cent suffer.

A blot upon the nation was the crime in Illinois last 
week when a drunken mob hung Robert P. Prager, who 
tho of German birth, had repeatedly shown his loyalty 
to the United States. He had not only tried to enlist in 
the army and had reported a friend to the government 
who was guilty of making treasonable remarks, but had 
demonstrated in several other ways his ' love for the 
country of his adoption. The following press despatch 
indicates that he died like a hero and to the very end 
reverently honored the American flag:

Joseph Riegel, an ex-soldier in the United States army, is said to have confessed to the authorities that he led the mob which hanged Robert Prager last Friday night for alleged pro-German utterances. He is said to have declared that small boys took the leading part in pulling on the rope and paid tribute to the courage of the victim, who neither begged for mercy nor shed a tear, except when he kissed the American flag. Prager is declared to have protested his loyalty to the last, and to have made, as his last request, that his body be buried wrapped in tho American flag.
The government and state officials are making every 

effort to apprehend the leaders in this outrage and in
tend to make an example of them. All of them need to be 
isolated from their fellow men a sufficient length of time 
that they may think deeply undisturbed, commune with 
their consciences and perhaps in the end become good 
American citizens with a love for decency and fair play.

WALTER M. PIERCE ' 
FOR GOVERNOR

State Senator From Eastern✓
Oregon Announces Candidacy 

For Chief Executive.

PUGILISTS SHOULD FIGHT—BUT IN FRANCE

MORE WORK FOR THE WOMEN
The women may be asked to do more in the war than they have been doing. It is hinted in semi-official circles 

that they be encouraged to raise long haired dogs; not to 
eat but for the ‘‘wool” upon the canines’back. This hair, 
it has been proved, is a near substitute for real wool and 
answers its purpose in many ways. Women of England 
are “raising” the dogs and tho the nights are hideous 
with howls and barks, our sisters in the British Isles are 
patriotically doing their bit. In America, thousands of 
little weazing pug dogs are petted and fondled like chil
dren. In this period of substitution, it will be suggested 
that the pugs be chloroformed and the “ long hairs” be 
given a place in the parlor.

Will II. Hornibrook, of Albany, a Democrat of pro
nounced progressive views, seeks to be elected national 
committeeman in the May primaries by grace of his poli
tical associates. His opponent is a Portland politician. 
All the Democratic voters, who have the best interests of 
the party in mind, will not forget to vote for Mr. Horni
brook.

An Eastern paper suggests that Washington merchants 
better commence to advertise their special sales as the 
dollar-a-year men are about to draw their pay.

Os West has thrown not one, but two, monkey wrenches 
into the political machinery by becoming a candidate for 
U. S. Senator.

1 NEW CHIEF OF STAFF
MnJ. Oen. Pey ton  Conway M arch, 

la te ly  appointed acting  chief of staff, 
h a s  the  unofficial designation  of speed
e r  up. A m an of quick decisions, m> 
he has proved him self to he both  In 
m ilita ry  cam paigns and In the d irec
tion  of scm ldv ll governm ents In newly 

¡acquired Am erican possessions, he Is 
though t to  he adm lrnhly fitted for the 
new  role.

P artic ip a tin g  In tw o expeditions 
¡ to  th e  Philippines, hts nam e is asso* 
j e la ted  not only w ith m any of the de- 
I clslve ba ttles  and cam paigns In those j Islands, b u t wlUi th e  nam es of some 
| o f th e  moet notable o f the  Filipino 
: lead ers  who w ere cap tu red  o r forced 
; to aurrendur.

Q eueral Ms reh Is a  son o f th e  1st«
IV an els  Andrew M arch, long a p ro fes
so r  In L afaye tte  colleges and his 
b ro th e r. F ran c is  Andrew, J r., la now a 
m em ber o f th e  facu lty  o f th a t Institu 
tion . Peyton Conway M arch la him- 
■ elf a g rad u a te  o f L afayette, bu t m ilita ry  life  ra th e r  than  th e  classroom  
appealed  to  him, and  In the very y e a r  th a t be Onlehcd h is  academ ic conrsa, 
1884, be en tered  W eat P o in t

The two heavy weight pugilists, Willard and Fulton, 
are wanting to tight for a bjg purse July 4 and it seems 
to be quite the unanimous verdict thruout the land that 
they should their fighting in the trenches of France.

But why should we object to Willard and Fulton pum- 
meling each other while we let thousands of other pu
gilists in the country stage their mills? If the two big 
pugs should fight in France, why not recruit an army of 
the “ little fellows” and send them over also? They have 
no visible means of support other than to beat each other 
up and their absence would not be a detriment to any in
dustry.

It is more than likely that the Willard-Fulton “ go” 
would he on the square while most of the bouts of the 
“ little fellows” are fakes. If somebody is to be spared 
to preserve the “ manly art” in America it should be 
Willard and Fulton for they number but two and the 
“fans” would probably get their money’s worth while 
the lesser and little fellows number thousands and just 
now, like the shell game, are a useless expense to the 
public when there is a shortage of farm hands and liber
ty bonds to buy.

Frank S. Myers has concluded that he will not be a can
didate for U. S. Senator, tho he admits himself that he 
would undoubtedly be nominated and elected. Accord
ing to the honorable Frank hi' cannot be spared from the 
Portland postoffice in these perilous times and vaguely 
hints that should he desert his post the forces of democracy might be seriously handicapped. We must admit 
that it is rather surprising that no other Democrat in the 
big city of Portland could run the postoffice without pos
sible detriment to the country. If that was all that kept 
him back from entering the august senate of the United 
States he should have made his fears known several weeks 
ago and his political companions out in the state would! 
have come to his rescue. They would have sent somebody 
down to the Portland postoffice entirely qualified and j 
properly equipped with spin’s to keep his feet from slid
ing off the desk.

A fter due de libera tions I have de
cided to  becom e a  cand ida te  for th e  
D em ocratic nom ination  for governor a t  the  p rim ary  e lection  to be held 
M ay 17.During my 35 y ears  of residence itt 
O regon I have tak en  an  ac tive in te re s t 
in public affairs. A t p resen t I am  a s ta te  sen a to r rep resen tin g  Union and W allow a counties, and am  now and 
have been p res iden t of th e  S ta te  T axp a y ers ’ league since  itB organization .My position upon m ost public ques
tions is well know n and understood. 
If nom inated  and elected  governor, 
I pledge m y ea rn es t and unqualified  suppo rt to P res id en t W oodrow W ilson 
and to  th e  g rea t e ffo rt he is leading to  win the  wnr. In th is  da rk  hour of our na tiona l life th e re  is no th ing  else th a t counts. W e m ust win th e  w ar 
o r th e  princip le  th a t a ll governm ents 
"derive  th e ir  ju s t pow ers from  th e  
co n sen t of the  governed ,” a f te r  140 years  of ex istence, m ust perish.I fea r our people do not realize the  
se riousness  of the  p resen t titan io  
s truggle. It cannot be the  end of free in s titu tion s. W e sha ll win—and not a  P ru ss ia n  peace e ith e r, bu t a  peace

I believe Oregon should  be organ
ized from  top to bottom  for the  wining of the  w ar. No pe rson ’s tim e ia 
his own. Every m an and  wom an ought to  labor in som e occupation  

: th a t will help  win th e  war. W e should be so organized th a t farm s, sh ipyards, and fac to ries  m anufactu ring  w ar m a
te ria l should not feel the  sho rtage  of 
labor.W e m ust w ork to ge ther as  a  united  
people, w ith one purpose and  one aim  
—o r perish . W ages should be com m en su ra te  w ith  the  increased  cost of 
living.W ith these  beliefs firm ly  fixed, if I w ere govbrnor, I would ask  all s ta te  Institu tions to  lim it th e ir  m oney de
m ands to  th e  very  low est point pos
sible, so th a t  th is  s ta te 's  financial s tren g th  m ay be conserved to  be used for our defense and to a llev ia te  th e  
su ffe rings of our people th a t m ust follow th is  te rr ib le  war.

I believe in prison reform  so th a t  th e  un fo rtu n a te  ones we confine in  our penal in s titu tio n s  m ay re tu rn  to  
th e  w alks of life b e tte r  and no t w orse by reason  of th e ir  incarcera tion .

1 have been a  laboring m an m ost of my life and deeply sym path ize w ith  those who honestly  toil, firm ly  believ
ing th a t opp ortun ity  should be g iven to  all to  ea rn  an  honest liv ing  in som e useful occupation.My opposition to the  A m erican sa loon in th is  s ta te  com m enced with m y arriv a l he re  35 years ago. 1 rejo ice 
th a t the  saloon in O regon is gone fo r 
good. I believe hi th e  s tr ic t  enforcem ent of the law. I favor na tion a l prohibition.

I have a lw ays favored wom an suf
frage  and am  in favor of ex tend in g  th e  franch ise  th roughout the  nation.I believe in th e  people’s ru le  -jn 
the  g rea te s t possible p a rtic ipa tion  by th e  people d irec t in all the  a ffa irs  of 
governm ent com patib le  w ith  the  p rac tical and effic ien t ad m in is tra tio n  of affairs.

I am  a  firm  believer in th e  fu tu r»  
g rea tn ess  of Oregon. P o rtlan d  should be one of the  g rea te s t po rts  of th e  
world. W ith h e r  in land  w aterw ays developed, s team sh ip  lines prom oted and ru ral Oregon developed, he r fu tu r»  destiny Is assured.

I shall do ev ery th ing  in my pow er 
if governor to  prom ote the  business 
grow th and developm ent of ou r s ta te , never fo rge tting  the  necessity  for con- 
i ta n t w ork for the  m oral up lift and  educational opportunities.

My m otto  shall be: ‘‘O rganization  o f  Oregon for the  w inning-of th e  w ar."
CANDIDATE FOR COUNTY JUDGE
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14-YEAR-OLD VETERAN

BACK FROM TRENCHES
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cuutury luuicuie Him m e ¡salvation 
A rm y’s drive for tw o m illion dollars 
to  a ss is t In financing th e  o rgan ization ’s 
w ar w ork Id F rance, is m eeting with success.

W A L T E R  M. P I E R C E
th a t will in su re  for a ll tim e the  free 
dom of all nations, g re a t or sm all.

E very  citizen  in public o r p riv a ta  life should give h is  loyal aid and as
s is tan ce  to  the  commander-in-ctyief of our arm y  and navy—our presiden t, 
W oodrow W ilson. T h is  is no tim e to  
falsely  critic ise , find fau lt or play politics. T he Hun, w ith  the  d ripp ing  
blood of m urdered  m illions, Is a t  the  door. H e would tr e a t  our w ives and 
daug h te rs  as  lie has tre a te d  the  gentlew om en of Belgium  and N orthern  
F rance, if he  could. O ur boys w earing th e  navy blue In E nglish w aters  and our boys in the  olive d rab  som e
w here in F rance  a re  as  tru ly  figh ting  a  defensive ba ttle  as though they w ere 
re s is tin g  th e  advance of the  H un up the  C olum bia river.

I p ledge m y m ost loyal suppo rt to 
all our boys who have o r m ay en te r  
th e  w ar and who m ay be called upon to  shed th e ir  blood, possibly sacrific
ing  th e ir  lives for the  pe rp e tu ity  of our free  in s titu tion s. T housands of 
ou r b rig h te st, b rav est and best have gone, and m any no doubt will be 
called upon to  m ake the suprem e sac
rifice  for th e  trium ph  of righ teo usness.

I p ledge m yself to  labor unceasing
ly to  help  a llev ia te  th e  suffe ring  so fa r  as  possib le and ad m in is te r to the
/ i a m  n f  AM» A n u n ln t r ’a d n fn n r ln s a

I hereby announce myself a candidate for the Republican nomination for the office of County Judge to succeed myself, subject to the voters at the Primary election to be held May 17, 1918.Sane business policy, economical, but not parsimonious administration. Special atention to Probate Court.. Respectfully,E. C. KIRKPATRICK.(Paid Adv.)
SWOPE & SWOPE LAWYERSI. O. O. F. Building 

Independence, Oregon
O o o o o o o o o  o o o O  
o E L I Z A B E T H  L E V Y  o
o Teacher of VioUn o
O   O
o Will give lessons ill Indepen- o o dence for beginners and ad- o o vanced students. Best of o o methods. Prices reasonable o 
o Inquire at the Post Building o o or write E. Levy, 563 Court o o St., Salem, Oregon. o
O o o o o o o o o  o o  oO'

Butter Wraps
Printed ns you want them.

The Post
B. F. JONES

C andidate  for R epresen ta tive  Polk 
and  L incoln  Counties, M ay P r i 
m aries.

(Paid Advi-riisemm .)

The Independence National Bank 
Established .1889

A Successful Business Career of Twenty-Five Years

INTEREST PAID ON TIME 
DEPOSITS

Officers and Directors
H. Hirschberg, Pres. D . W. Sears, V .  P .R, R. DeArmond, Cashier W. H. Walker I. A. Allen O. D. Butler

Sydney Jaffo, » New York boy, aged 
fourteen, has re tu rn e d  hom e from 
F ranco  a f te r  serving five m onths there ' 
in th e  B ritish  trenches. He enlisted j 
a t  a B ritish  recru itin g  office In New i 
Y'ork Inst June , giving h is age as  eight- J 
een and being unusually  large fqr his 
age he w as accepted and sen t to  Eng
land. He celebrated  his fourteenth  
b irth d ay  In the  trenches a t Ypres. Af- 1 
te r  five m onths In the  B ritish  arm y ¿il« : 
mother succeeded In securing his re- ' 
lease and he w as re tu rn ed  home. The | 
boy w ent "over the  top” several tim es ! 
dtfrlug hts experience a t Ypres and ' 
spen t tw o m onths In a hospital su f
fe ring  from  a shrapnel wound re- ■ 
re ived  th -re .

R aising Big Fund.
R eports fi ,u m any sections of the I

It’s Easy to Send Him . a pouch ofReal GRAVELY Chewing Plug
T hat’s the Tobacco for him—Real Gravely Chewing Plug — condensed quality —the ifiost tobacco satisfaction in the smallest space, ready to give him the solid comfort of tobacco wherever 

he happens to be.
Give any man a chew of Real Gravely Plug, and he will 

tall you t h a t ’* the land to «end. Send the best!
Ordinary plug is faUe economy. It co«t« lets per week 

to chew Real Gravel;, because a small chew of it lasts a 
long while.

If you smoke a pipe, slice Gravely with your knife and 
add a little to your smoking tobacco, it will give flavor— 
improve yopr smoke.
SEND YOU! FRIEND IN THE U. S. SERVICE A POUCH OF GRAVELY 

Dealers all around here rarry it in 10c. pouches. A  3c. 
stamp will put it into his hands in any Training Camp or 
Seaport of the U .S . A. Even “over there” a 3c. stamp will 
take it to him. Your dealer will supply envelope ard give 
you qfficial directions how to address it.

P . B. GRAVELY TOBACCO COMPANY, Danville, Va.
The P a te n t P oach  hemps it  Freeh a n d  C lean a n ti "?ood 
—it is n o t G ravely u u thoa t th is  P ro tec tio n  S ea l

Established 1S31

I


