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AN

ADY LESTER was at her wite'
Lrnd. That was the way she put

it tn her colloguial dlulect. Also,
ahe did not know which way to turn,
but this was owing to the lack of
routes rather than any lodecision fu se-
lection,

The fact was that she bhad adopted
the popular proverblal metliod of risk-
tng wll on a single throw of the dice,
and It bhad turned up aces.  Reduced
to prose, this meawt that  she had
stralned (and (ndesd overstralned) ev-
ery nerve in order to present a thor
oughly smart appearance and give her
davgliter a complete London season, I
bope that that dumsel would make a
good cateh, settle hersell comfortably
in life, and be off her mother's hands
for the future. Alice Lester had In
slsted on this til ber wother, with
much misgiving, consented. In conse
quence Lady Lester had  spent  the
greater part of ber yearly lncome In
two mouths, and run Into debt as well,
The end of the soason was approach-
Ing, and the cateh had not been secur-
ed, 1t ssomed that the effort had beend
frultless, and the cousequences would
biave 1o be faced

AN AMBIGYOUYUS ANSWER

Lady Lester know as well as possible
that the ouly way to pay her debis
was to sell capltal. This would redice
her already slender Income, Besides,
how she and Allce were golng to live
and preserve a decent appearance on
the small amount of (ncome left for the
remalning five wonths or so of the year
wis a question which made her Inelin:
el to scream whenever she thought
of It

She was a bandsome woman, fall,
stately, fortunate ln the possession of
a figure that did not age, clever and
disereet In repalring the ravages of
time. Bhe usually wore black, partly
because 1t was intensely becomlog to
her, partly for ecopomy's sake. She
presented a marked contrast  to  her
daughter, who was petite, plqunnt.'
dainty, with retrousse features. Tak-
Ing the pale together, they were: as at
tractive & mother and daughteér as one |
could hope to see, If It had not been for |
the eternal discontent written on thelr
features.

Her troubles had not Improved Lady
Lestor's temper,

“If you had only,” she sald peevish:
Iy to her daughter, “given half the en
couragement to Lord Wimberley that
you have to that =retched Anderson
you might be Lady Wimberley, off my
hands, and able to belp me a Nitle out
of this scrape.”

“It's no fault of mine," sald Allce,
sullenly. “1 did all I could to encour
age the stick, wasted no end of dances
on him, wore myself out with endeay-
oring to talk to him and make bim|
talk, pext to asked him for his box seat
at the weet of the Coachlng Club—"|

“Well, you got it Interposed her
mother,
“Yos, and everybady, of course, |

thought that It meant somethiog, but
I knew better. | am quite sure that he |
never Intended to offer It to me and |
that my offeriug myself was not agree

able—"

“Then why dldn’t he say that he bad
given It away laready? y

“That’s o mystery to me, But [ know
perfectly well that he did not give It
to me for love of me, and nlso that he
obviously thought before taklng my
very plain hint—"

“I gm sure that be was most nlee—"

“Nice!” eried the girl shrilly, “He
always 1s nlce—in a kind, aggravating,
brotherly way. ‘Hope you are enjoy-
Ing yourself like a good little girl'
‘Cam 1 help?  “‘Don’t mind me if you
don't wunt me' That's what he al
wiays seems o be saying, Counld any-
one make anything out of that?*

“But he comes here a good deal—"

“Yes, nud s Just as pleased to talk
to any of your old frumps as td me,
Why, 1 belleve he I8 Just as pleased to
talk to yon as to wme" |

“IThen why does he come? lnllll
Lady Lester, who was too much accus-
tomed to her daughter's rudeness to
potice it

“Oh, | don’t know. Why does anyone
do anything? One must do something.
He s not a man of deep reasons. e
finds us pleasant; he mects pleasant
people hiere; we are kinder to him than
many. But there ls one thing that iy
quite certaln—thar | have tried to glve
him every kind of opportunity, and he
has pever taken advantage of one of
them. On the contrary, his one desire
has always seemed to get away."”

“Your foollsh encouragement of An-
derson—"

“It's no good golng on llke that, mam-!
ma," sald the girl, blushing suddenly
red. 1 stuck to Wimberley as long
ak there wns o ghost of a chauce, and
when | saw there was none, and no
other man came forward—well, 1 sup-
pose I love George Anderson as much
as a girl ltke me ean—1 know we can't
marry—but what's the good of going to
dances and dancing with useless stlek
after useless stick all the time ¥

“Lotl Wimberley ls pot n  useless
gtlek,” sald Lady Lester, with sudden
wariith, whieh brought a tinge of color
to her cheeks and made her look much |
younger and unusually handsome. "It
Is you who are such a foollsh and frlv-
olons girl that you are Incapable of
appreciating hils talents, His speeches
in the House of Lords have been much
admired——"

“Oh, why don't you have a go-ln for
him yourself, If you admire hlmm ro
much? I will mnke you a present of
my chance, for It lsn't worth a straw,”

“Allee, how dare you speak to me
Hice that? Remember that 1 am your
mother,"

Allee had not geen her mother angry
for yenrs. Bhe was amazed and a trifle
alarmed at the unexpected ebullition
of the wrath of the dove,

“Of course 1 was only Joking," she
sald, sulkily. “You gave it to me, and
I thought I might have a lttle one
back. Of course he s not lHkely to
think of you, He Is a great deal too
wise to make such a—er—um—well,
you know what I mean." |

“You nre an exceedingly Insolent
girl,” was the mother's reply to this
polite apology, “and I terribly regret
erippling myself In this way o order
to glve you a chance that you have
wasted."” |

“] pever asked you to.” |
“Yes, you did. You were always say .
A
“

| iy own mind,

Ing that you never had a proper chance
like other girls, and what you woull
to If you bad. Well, now you heve
had M, and what good has It been?"

In this dinlogue of “I never did"” and
“1 wish I hadn't" there was no doubt
n great deal of truth on both sides,
lady Lester had beon foollsh; Allce
had been unsuccessful, Both had con-
curred 1o this folly with thelr eyea
open, amd success, after all, does not
depend solely on the desire and need
of the seeker, It would have been bet-
tor If the ladies had accepted the in
evitable without recrimination, bt
they had both been ground to such a
sharp edge by the contlnual stress of
poverty that the slightest contact was
linblg to wound. Doomed as they wers
by nature to Bil the greater part of
thelr t'wie with talk, whether it were
well or 1L 1t was nevitable that thelr
conversation should recur again and
agaln with Increasing sharpnesa to the
tople which they had most at heart—
equally whether 1t were wall or Il

There was a ball that night, and the
Losters went. Lady Lestor was queer,
distralt, sharp, but distinetly looklug
her best, Allce was thoroughily “down”
and consclous that she was by no
means (u her most attractive form, Nor
did any speclal success attend her en
trasece to ralse ber spieits.  Pretiy,
penniless girls with sharp tongues are
a were drug In the London bullrooms,
George Anderson was, of course, falth
ful, and she danced several dances with
bl “1t Is better than sitting out all
the evening,” she sald deflantly when
Lady Lester remoustrated.

Lord  Wimberley took her
Gearge for his ususl one dance,

“That seems a nlee young man,” he
ald In bis Kind, friendly, unloverlike
way. “Not well off, is bhe? It Is n
pity he hasn't some clever woman to
push him along*

“Why, what could & woman do?* de-
manded Allee, surprised and Interest
wl

“Oh, lots of things, Women ecan
push and ask wheu men can’t. They
nre sure to be treated politely evaen
when they are refused, and very often
they get what they want slmply be
cnuse 1t Is difieult to refuse & woman,
Bestdes, they can stick (o the subject.
Don't you remember that the unjust
Judge gave way to the lmportunate
widow solely to get eld of her, where
ns he would bhave ordered a man to
e thrown out. Well, now, what Mr,
Anderson wants s that A& womnn
should find out some comfortable berth
vacant and never rest untll she bas
pushed him loto 1"

“But how does a8 woman begin ¥
said Allee, with deepenlng Interest, for
there was something fasclnating ln the
pleture which Wilmberley  drew w0
lightly.

"Ob, she talks to people and Onids
out. Now It happens, oddly enough,
that | koow of a post worth seven
hundred a year, which Is practieally In
my gift, and whilch any gentlemnn who
wis also a man of the world and dis
posidl to stick to hls work counld all-*

“Why don't you give It to Mr. An
derson ¥

“Well, you see, 1 don'vknow hilm, and
I am not a general phillanthroplst, 1f
a friend of mine, whom 1 wished to
oblige, were to ask me—-but none ||un.|
Apropos, 1 want you to do me a favor,"

Alice's heart beat at this abrupt an-
nouncement, Was It posslble that he
could mean to propose after this extra-
ordinary beginoing? If so, wanld she
be glad? Would she be— i

He made hls request In  plaln,
stralghtforwanrd lnogunge, and she gaxz
ed at him at first mystified, then a prey |
to mixed ewotlon, anon aware of a
rose-colored future before her.  Her |
fuct wreathed o smiles pa she gave ber
consent.

“Well. now, Is there anything that
you want from me, little girl?"

Whereupon Allee, smiling and blush
Ing, told hilne what she wanted most,

In the following afternoon Lord
Wimberley called on the Lesters and
found them at home, Soon after hils
arrival Allee left the room on some ex
cuse, Then she put on her hat and
went out for the afterncon, telllng the
servant to say “Nol al howme" to any
cnllers.

When she returned she found  her
mother sitting In the drawlog room,
musing profoundly, As Lady Lester's
hour for dressing was past—and her
tollet was a long and lmportant func-
tlon—Allee felt that something had
happened. She was a tritle anxlous,
but whe did not dare question her moth-
er

The latter opened the ball,

“Don’t you think, Allce, It was rath.
er rude of you to go away when Lord
Wimberley was here?"

YNo," replied Allce, boldly. “He ask
ed me to, It was arranged lust night
that 1 ghould,”

Mother and davglter looked fAxedly
nt one another,

“He I8 wuch a young mun." observed
the former, vaguely, "He cannvot know
lils mind."”

“He I& not such a young man," re
plied Alice gravely. “He ls a good deal
older than many men of nore agp. He
aldes, he 18 serlous, devoted to politics,
much admired as a speaker—as you
yourself sald, And he certalnly knows
He practleally—and
very tactfully—offered me n place for
(ieorge, with seven hundred n year, so
that we may be able to marry—and be
out of the way—If 1 could help him,
and a man doesn't do that unless he
means business,”

“He told me that he thought you
would marry,” myurmured the widow,
“and spoke very generously about
y‘"'.JI

“He is very rich," pursued Allce, "It
would be a mere feablte to bim,  Wim-
berley 18 n lovely plnce, and there 1s
the conch, and no doubt there would
be a houke In town, and earriages, and
every luxury, and no more worry and
trouble, and you kunow, darling, that
when you really take troulie you don't
look more than half—quite young, in
faet, especlally to people who are a
Iittle shortsighted, as he 18—

“And 1 should be free from your
tongue,” Interposed the widow, sharp-
ly, by no means grateful for these com-
pllments, “Yes, you are right, Lord
Wimberley proposed to me this aftes-

from

| practice the plano and keep a hleyele,

noon, 1 told him It was sudden and |
would glve him an apswer to-niorrow
I bave thought it over, aud | shall say
‘Yes.! He awears that be loves me
und bas pever loved anyone elie—"

“And you must love him, too, moth
er, dear,” observed Allce, with oatlike
suftness, “or you wouldn't marey him"

“Or course | love hlm~devotediy-
have from the Grst, There Is no other
reason why | should warry biw, I
there?

But, reviewing the clrosmstances of
the came. Allce felt that this answer
wight wean anything—Lovdon World

NEW THING IN HYPNOTISM

Counter-Suggestlon U :rel ue a Pre-
ventive o Cortuin Lrimvn

To check the spread of erlme throngh
hypuotic suggestion o means has bein
discoversd by Jules Livgeols, o French
puychologist of the wellknown “Nancy
school,” who declares thint lu “connter
suggestion” the most perfect prytection
Is found,  Lilegeols has earvied on exs
perients for many years ln compauy
with other sclentltsts at  the  clinle,
where are tronted all forims of nervous
disease. He discoversd o the course
of hils Investigntions that even the best
sorl of hypootle subject coulid be pre-
veited from taklng erlminal sugges-
tious by forbldding It while the person
wias lu a hypuotie state.  In wplte of
every effort, persons ordinarily hypno
teed with the greatest ease could vot
be hypnotized ut all while under the
fArst Influence, and nothlug counld be
done with them wntll they had been
released from the first hypootle state
Ly the same person who put them lut
It

This discovery in of great importance.
Many crimes and offenses bave beon
traced o hypnotle Infuences, It has
been known for years that weak amd
norvous persons who are saslly affeeted
by the maguetie power of others will
do whatever they have beon tld to do
whlle In u hypootle sleep, even though
It was to commit a erime,  Liegeols re
fers to severnl casea of which be ktuew
personally. One subjoct, 8 Worman, was
compellsd to polson her busband and
then commit sulelide, Four other per
sons killeds themselves unid 0 woman
was driven Into an unhappy marringe
by the hypnotle command of  wioksl
persons. Liegeols says that all persons
should  know exactly to what extent
they are subject to hyppotism, aond
that IF they are easlly Inflnenced by
this dangerous power they should with
out  hesltation be put ln safety by »
counter suggestion so that nobody can
hynotlzge them oF compel them to obey
any hynotle suggestions. This treat
mient should be gene through with at
least once or twice a year In  order
that the efMect may not wear off.

OFf course there |s datiger here that

the nervors system of the person Hying ‘

In thin state of bypuotlsm might  be

serionsly affected by the restrealut un |

der which they would be held,  The
wngnetie nerve force of hypootism s
too tremendous (o e Hghtly  used
even to prevent the evil power of the
will over weak persous

Diseascs of the will, greatly weaken
Ing the power of reslstance In the af- |
fMlleted, make them easy victhns of all
sorts of seoundrels, and If these suffer
ers can be strengthened, as Llegeols
snys In possible, by hypnotle sugges

BASE-BURNER THE THING.

“"Well you can talk about your steain
heit and your hot water pipes atud your
furnnces and your patural gas all you
want to, but as for me give me the gool
old-fisbioned baseburner,” sald the old
man ns he stretehed out his hands 1o
wird & glowlong pattern of his favorite
heater of the wtyle of about 1885,
“There's something kind of artificial
about these other things, evgn natural
gan" bhe continued., “Bowe way or
another they don't go to the spot-not
with me. They wake me feel Just Hke
I had on a uew palr of bouts, and
mighty bad Atting ones at that, They
g0 aginlnst the graln and don't make
me fool ut home,  And, besides, they
don't always dellver the goods, Now,
Just look st this one.  You bet It de-
livers the goods ull the thme"

The old genflomnan was right, at the
moment, at least, for in the lnmplight
you conld falrly wee the hent shooting
awny from the base-burner. The ther
momeler rogistered 87 degrees and the
furniture near by was begloning 1o smell
“meorehy™ and Httle warts o the palut
hnd ralsed up on the slde next the gtove,

“Yeu, alt,” wont on the buseburper
Advoente, “vou can't Oud  anything
that'll touch the base-burner” (Ceor
tinly his proposition would vot have
been disputed Just then)  “There's a
lot of poetry to be found looking Into
a base-burner that i (n good working
order. Now, where are you golng to
find any poetry in looking down Intg &
reglaior that s spouting up nothiog bt
a big strenm of Lot alr, and how are

- *

Jyou golng to fnd It putting your feet
up agulust a steam radintor? Khucks!

tlon, a Macovery of Incaleulable bone '!’I'hrn-'n pothiug In the world lke o

fit has been  made.  Crlme, disease,
suffering and death are so largely the

result of defective nerve force and will j

power that any lght on the |r--utmo-m|
of nerve weakness Is o great blessing |
Prevention through hypnotle  sugges
tion milght lead to il lengthening
of Hfe and renewal of youth,

Australin the Poor. Man's Paradise

The cheapness of living In Australls
I8 proverbial; it Is a verltable poo
man's paradise, In the butehers' shops
you see twopenny and fourpenny tiek
ety on the went, and provisions of lo
cal production nre equally lnexpensive

In the eating houses or coffee houses | corners and banking

A great feature of town life there
you can get n square meal, conslsting
of n stewk or chop, bresd and butter
and tea, for sixpence.  There are no |
thps for walters o the Antipodes. The |
Coloninls are enormous tea drinkers

and on an average partake of the
cheoring herh seven  times a  day
Hoarding houses—another  promioent

fenture—are pendered almost essentlnl
Ina lnnd where the domestie servants
command & wage of & pound n week,
with every evening ont and leave to

Instructing Mes. Cuater,

w1 was dinlng out one evenlng among
a notable company of people, most of
whom 1 knew only by reputation” says
George lnness, Jr, 1o the Home Jour
pal, “1 was neslgned a seat next to s
very charming and lutellectual woman,
and did my best to entertaln her, Rald
I: *What can | talk about that will in
terest you? 1 have hnd some Hitle ex-
perlence as a4 cavalryman; possibly you
may care o hear something  about
horses In the feld!

“Why, yes; certalnly,’ answered my
talr companion; ‘'l know a little con
cerning army life, and [ once wrote n
hook called “Boots and Saddies.” " And
then 1t dawned on my poor, dull brain
that 1 was talking to the widow of the
great cavaley leader, Gen. Custer; o |
snld po more aboul horses or army
lire"

Hand Magneta in Machine SBhops,

One of the chlef troubles In machine
shops s the frequency with  which
workmen are wounded more or less
palnfully, and even dangerously, by
fiying splinters striklng  the eye. A
hand magnet s alwnys kept convenl
ent for the purpose of drawlng these
uplinters out of the eye, nud one of the
latest productions I8 an electro-mngnet
deslgned expressly for this work.

Censorship In China.

The censorshiip I8 a very real thing o
Ching, There any one who writes an
fmmoral  hook s punisled  with 100
blows of the heavy baml oo and banlkh:
ment for life. Any one l:l-udu It In also
punished.

Old Massachuwsetis Family.

The Rev. James de Normandle told
the other duy that he had Just officlal-
e at the wedding In the elghth genera-
tion from the fiest white  settler i
Roxbury, and that the fumily still lves
on the Innd of the old homestend.

Klastic Bubstances.

“Rubber, spun-glass, steel, and Ivory
are the most elastic substances.” The
wrlter of this seems o have forgotten
the human consclence.—Boston Tran.
peript,

Bvery thme o woman wipes her face
on & new towel, she Is reminded of the
discomforts of her early mareled days,
when everything around the house was
new.

When a wan Hrst beging to feel the
need of a cane, he carrles an ambrelln
with bim which he never opeuns, and

| base-burner for the fumlly to gather
aroumd, 1 tell you the base burner Ia
the beart of the home.  MHere the chil
drew and the old folks ean get tagetlior
In the right kind of style.  Tmagine o
family gathering around a steam coll
or suuggllog up to the hot wle shooting
up from the furnnce. That would jro
mwote & fawmily feellng o fOoe style,
wouldn't Itr’

“You see, the old hase-burper, with
|I1| ruddy glow and radinting leat, Just
seide out good feellng that can’t be
| reslnted When the winter blasts are
howling outslde, falely shaklug the

‘rmmnr_r. and  shrleking  aroumd  the

up  the snow

| Agikinst the slde of the bhouse, then's

the tlme you reallze what home would |

be without a baseburner,  That's the
time that all of us hustle up to the
Latove lu a kind of sembclrele, Nobody
gets clear bebiind the stove, where the
ehlmney Is, but that's the only place
they leave clear
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good old fumily talk. Me and the boys
yapk off our boots so's to get real com
fortable and the women folks peel the
apples an' we crack nuts, eat popearn
an' dreink elder an' have the sll-fdredest
good thme you ever did see.

“Then If any of the boys has got
brulses on thelr ankles where thelr
boots rubbed while they were tryin’ to
akate, this is the thme hat mother gets
out her home-made salve and fxes ‘em
up.  You ean't do tricks Hke that in
front of a hot water radintor. | s pose
If the boys broke thiough the lce and
come (n with thelr feel wet they coulid,
maybe, dry with furnnee er stenm heat,
but they couldn't do It quick and do It
good and right, ke they could with
the old base-burner,

“An' you say all you please nhout
these new-fangled hents, but you ean't
mnke me belleve that you er me could
look at ‘em hard enough er long enough
to see things In ‘em. They wouldn't
help you none to solve yer problems er
Mghiten yer burdens Hut you can git
all that klnd of Lelp out of the base-
burner. Ye enn gee dgures and things
In the red-hot conls you couldu't tind ln
no radintors er reglsters.  've looked
Into them conls many nnd many u thne
and found out how to do Just the rlght
thing. All 1 had to do was to keep look-
in' there long enough und the way was
made clear,  Why, [ want to tell you
a good base burner just bemts a crack
fortune teller all to pleces every day In
the week, And all this Is the renson
why | maintaln that a base-borner s
the only thing to have In the house fer
heatin' purposes and fer geftin' the
fumlly together und makln' 'em feel
right.”

VEILS AND THE EYESIGHT.

Women Often Ruin Thelr Vislon by
Weurlng t uch Ganse,

One would naturally suppose the eye
alght I8 of such Inestimable value that
rational hiuman belngs would serupu-
lously shun all risk of lmpalriug It, and
that above all tlilngs faushlion should
not be permitted to deeree modes whose
effect In to wenken that most sensitlve
of the organs, the eye, Yot it In o de-
plorable fuct that many of the fash-
lons are blindly followed by the falr
pox nf the behest of some “leader” In
the gay world of soolety,

The vell Is one of the fashions of the
present, as It has been of past times.

thinks Le Is fooling people.

The sey Is divided 1o opluloy as to the

The Old Man Says It Beats O:her Heaters and that Steam
and Hot Air Won't Do for the Family Use

[ tons than the mask and the chin vell

effects of the vell upon the vislon, but
where you will find one to maintaln
that wuch an sdornment fades the
complexion you will fud ten to aver
that wo penalties would prevent them
from wenring it

Go and ask an ocalint his opinion, and
what he haws to say on the tople Is to
plump condemuation upon every vell
that I worn, Yet he will admit that,
while sume netw nre oxtremoly danger-
ous winl deleterious to the syss, others
are  almost  uninjurious, There are
fuslilons in nets and ganses, and many
are the varlations with which the vell
In worn, but in Kogland it always cov-
o the eyes, and It Is here that the dan
ger arlses,

Of nll the vells ever tried, the ideal
ohe I8 yel to be discovered, Bome woim-
i enn tence step by step it evolution
thronghout the contury. They have
henrd thelr grandmotliors talk about
the white lnce “fall” that used to be
Iked, and themselves ean recollebt the
thick green, blue, geay, white and green
gnuke horrors worn 1o protect the som-
plexton from tan. Those vells were fol.
inwed by thiuner sllk oues, which In
thelr  turn  were deposed In favor of
those of thread lace, afler which came
the many abominstious stil! exploited,
to wit, mesh nets dotted and patterned
I various ways,

Just now thoy are wearing moat cur-
talled ones ngaln, and a feellng han
also come In there for the utter ban
Inliment of the vell, A more uncomfort.
able aud tmbecile affalr for afternoon

AROUND THE OLD BASEBURNER.

In eannot be lmuglned,

It % o wign of grace, perhaps, that the
question which Is belng wuch debated
BOW pmong simarct people Is whether the
vell does not accomplish so much harm
to the visunl organ as to outwelgh all
other conslderntions In It favor, They
wonder whethier a vell could not be con
trived that woulld leave the eyes uneos
orvd, while It benutitled nua protectsd
the rest of the faee, As i pattern, noth
g coulil be better than the Tuorkish
wolint's yashimak, which is Justly held
to be the most modest face covering In

| exintencoe

Then we Just hnve a |

The very Lest Is a vell an One as gos
wimer, which cian also be most becom
Iog, toa, [t has no spots gt all upon It
and wo does not worry the poor tortured
eyen that have to dodge spots or valnly
and  unconsclously try to focus them,
ote of the worst possible exerclues to
which weak or Iimperfect sight can be
put,  The retrograde step I8 tuken by
Wumsinn et velilng, which beed it
however, be vory trymg If the moesh be
e, for It Is nospotted,
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Then come the guite condemned vells,
which hnve chenlile spots all over them;
they are bad in proportion, as their
dots are close and large or seanty and
small, but they are less nlght-weering
than a vell that s patterned as well a8
spotted, n verltable agony to seosltive
slght. White vells are often much mors
evil In thelr effects than black, for the
mnterial, be It tolle or net, possesses a
faculty for dazeling the vislon and
muking everything w»seen through (it
waverlng and H-defined.  Finally, has
not the ense been proven that those
who are consclous of straln, a lack of
clarity of sight or weariness nfter wear
Ing n voll, shonld glve up the task of
looking smart at the expense of viglon
Even the strong argument In favor of
vells of a senslble and clear mesh,
which the oeullsts do not attempt to
deny, numely, that such nets do keep
the eyes from the assnults of grit, es-
pecially durlug a drive or while oy-
cling and motoring, should not appeal
to the wenk-sighted.

COLOR OF GOLD COINS.

Reanonn for Differences in Tint of
Colns of French Mintage.

Some time ago a Frenchman placed
together 1 numbers of gold colna of
I'rench  mintage of the beginning,
middle and end of the last century. He
wans  much surprised to  see that
they differed In  color. He set
about finding out the reasons for
this difference, and the results of hls
Investigations bave Leen published In
L Nuture,

There Is a paleness nbout the yellow
of the ten and twenty-franc pleces
wlich bear the efligles of Napoleon
I, and Louls XVIIIL, that ls not
observed In the gold of later mintage.

One admirer of these colng
spenks  of  thelr color as &
“heautiful paleness” and  ex-

presses regrot that It s lncking In Iater
colng, The explanation of It ls very
simple. The alloy that entered Into
the French gold colus of those days
contalned as much sllver as copper,
and It wis the sllver that gave the
colns thelr Interesting paleness.

The colus of the era of Napoleon IIL
were more golden In hue. The sllver
had been tuken out of the alloy,

The gold colns of todny have a still
warmer and  deepor tinge of  yellow,
This la because the Parls mint, ns well
g that In London, melts the gold and

the copper nlloy In hermetically senled
boxes, which prevents the copper from
belng somewhnt bleached, as it ul
In when It Is attacked by hot alr; se
present colns have the full warmness
of tint that a copper alloy can give

If the colns of to-day are not so hand.
sorme In the opinlon of amateur collec
tors as those (ssuned by the frst Napo-
lean, they are superior to those of
elther of the Napoleons Iu the fact
that It contn less to  make them. The
double operation of the oxldation of
thes copper god cleanlug It off the sure
fuce of the coln with acids Is no longer
employed; and the large ellmioation of
copper from the surface of the coluw,
formerly practiced, made them lows ro
sistant under wear and tear than are
the volus now In elreulntlon,

PARIS 18 BEST FORTIFIED,

Twentycone Miles of D'sfenses Now
Ouard the Freuch Capltal.

The best fort'fled clity In the world
In Parls. 1t Is defenided by soven great
forts sbout the city, elght miles away
from it walls; pinctecn smaller forta
four milles ont, ench containing three
neren and mounting two  nlnety-fve-
Lo guns, Great stacks of 100 paunid
welinite  swhells nre ready for  thess
guns to hurl. There are twenty-one
milles of continuous fortifieations about
the town-enrth-work walls 150 feet
thick nt the base and fronted by forty-
fve-foot monts, Ho cleverly nre the
forts manked by long slopes of green
turf and the walls by treos and bushies
thut oue can piss o gand out of Paris
n doren times and see searcely a trace
of Its fortifications.

The range of the ninety-fAveton guos
In fourteen wilen, To work these gune
Paris has 60,000 tealned artillerymen
nmong her reservists, She could man
every gun twice over, garrison all her
forts with Infuntry reservists and put
n dosen  eavaley reglinents inte  the
fleld for wcounting purposes, Buch a
performance o other city on  earth
could rival

At every LOOO yards along the lnner
slope of the fortifications Is n  three
story guardbhouss,  Boume 20,000 troops
could thus be sheltered within eall of
all attackable poluts, Every Lorke over
4 yonrn old Ik registered,  The general
wtafM could choose from somwe 120,000
horses.  There nre In Parls LO0O ¢nba,
with three horses 0 o cabA8000
monunts falely suitable foreavaley. Add
2000000 tepin and bus horses and 50,000
deanght bhorses—the baplnnce may be
tnkon ne In private bands.  The mil-
thry stores of Parls are houndless. In
a day she could arim and clothe 450,000
fghting men with TO0000 rounds of
mellnlte enrtrldges, and at the army
bakerios she reserves large stores of
graln

Only One Jones

He had uever seen o telephote, and
his friend was showing him how It
worked, 1t was o his office. He called
up bis house, aod the wife came to the
telephione

“My dear, Mr. Jones Is here. and |
have wsked blm o come up to duner.”

Then be turned to Mr. Jones and
sl

“Fut your ear to that and you'll hear
ber answer.”

He did, nod this was the answer:

“Now, John, 1 10ld you | would pever

house aguin”

“What was that,” spoke ont Mr
Jones. Women are quick. A man
wonld hive stmply backed away from
the telephoue and sald no wiore,
took 1o the sttuation In & second when
whe heard the steange volee, and quick
as n fash came ek the sweetest klad
of 0 volee:

“Why, Mr Jones, how do you do? |
thought my husband meant apotlier
Mr. Jones Do come up to dnoer, |
shall e so glad 1o see you "—New York
World.

The Wrong Poet.

An amusing story Is told concerning
a connection of the fmmous poet, Al
gernon Charles Swinburne. This young
man owns the same Initlals ns his
Mustrious relative, nnd some tiine ngo
he went out to Melbourne, glving his
in the passengers’

e, of course,

ne A O SBwinburpe.  When the  Mel-
bourne amd Sydooy  nowspapers  re

)
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BIGHT TRAIS- FIVE SPECIMENS OF THE INJURIOUS VEIL,

celved this Hat, they Immediately jump
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o to the conclusion that the great man
Limself waa nbout to visit  Austealla
They thereupon printed columns

went the length of decluring that the
pulse of all Australinns would throb
faster, and thelr hearts would be glad
dened at the very thought of a  visit |
from such a famous bard.  When the
vessel arrived It was promptly boarded |
by enger Interviewers and paragraph- |
Iste, Then the young man came for- |
ward, politely explalned bimself, and
wns allowed to leave the ship In  the
utter privacy and oblivion that be de
slred.

What the Sultan Spenda.

The yearly expenses of the Sultan of
Turkey have been estimated at no less
a sum than $30,000,000, Of this §7,500,-
00 alone 18 spent on the clothing of the
womnn  and $400,000 on the Sultan's
own wardrobe, Nearly §7.000,000 s
swallowed up by presents, $5,000,000
goex for pocket money; and still another
$6,000,000 for the table, It seems lnered-
Ible that so much money can possibly be
spent 1% & year by one man, but when It
o remembered that souw ¢ fAfteen hun-
dred people Hyve within the palace walls.
liye luxuriously and dress expensively
at the cost of the clvil list, It appears a
little more comprehensible,

Talleat Men In British Commonns,

The tallest man In the last British
House of Commons was Bugene Wason,
who hns been re-elected member for
Olnekmannan and Kinross, His brother,
Untheart Wason, the winner of Orkney
und Shetland In the Unlonlst Interest, s
half nu lneh taller,

Barriers to Education,

“I'm afrald our son I8 too delicate to |
take a colleglate course,"

“Can't you regulute his  studies sut
he won't overwork ¥

“Oh, what we think he wouldn't lve
through I8 the hazing.—Indlanapolis
Journul,

Bhipbullding In Maine,
More than 50000 tong of merchant
shipping were bullt In the State of
Malne last year.

An old bachelor says the man who
marries gives to nothing a habitatlon
and & name.

Fools are apt to discern the faults of
otbers and overlook thelr own.

have that disagrecable wreteh o iy |

She |
| & minute,

| resembled A

|
list of the vessel by which be travelsd

| ner

of |
ewlogy and delighted antleipation, and |

A welsllurgist bas caleulated the
various vilues that & bar of lron may
scquire In belng put to different ures.
Mude inte horseshoes It becomes worth
$12, into table knlves $100, Info ueedies
$300, luto blades for penknlves §3.180,
into button buckles #4500, lnle watch
springs $20,000,

To the average observer of the Might
of birds everything Is deceptive, To
compare the dight of a large bird with
& swadler one s especially so. The cor
moraul of the sen const seoms 1o be &
slow fiyer, yel he does & mile ln oue
miuate and ten seconds. The boney
bee secmn to iravel ke & bullet, yet Il
tukes Wm two minutes to fiy one wile
The humming bird does not By as fast
as many slow fapplog birds of ungnin.
Iy bulk. The quall appenry (o got away
wore rapldly than does the mallard, but
he does not do 1.

Professor Camphell, of the Lick O
servatory, reports that the star enlied
X1 Gemlnorum, which has long been
kuowy sa & variable, I lo reality dou-
ble, but lis twe components are so close
that no telescope s able to separate
thew, and their existence In proved by
the shifting lines in the spectrom. The
variatlons lu brightuess, he thinks, can
oply be due 1o the attrction between
the two sturs ralsing lmmense tides 10
thelr molten or vaporous globes, which,
through the effects of compression or
otherwise, dispiace the speciral lines.

The dew s condensed out of the alr
In contact with surfaces below a cer
tin tempernture, At night the surface
of the earth aud all (biongs on I, &nd
enpecially the atmooth surfaces of veg
eluble productions, are constantly be
lug cooled by radiation, If the sky I8
coversd with clouds, the radiation sent
back frow the clouds nearly supplies an
equivalent for the heat thus parted
with, but If the sky be clear, no equiv-
alent I sopplied, and the surface of
the eurth and things growing on It be-
come cooler than the atmosphere, 1f
the nlght also be ealm, the small por
tion of air contiguous to any of these
surfaces will become cooled below the
socalled dew point, and Its molsture
deposited on the surface lu the form of
dew,

Al the Yaule observatory ao interest
Ing use bas been found for the bleycle
wheel. By fitting such a wheel with &
setles of opngue sereens placed at reg-
ular intervals and then rotating it, with
the ald of 4 small motor, at the rate of
from thirty to fifty turps o & minule
I front of the cameras used to photo-
graph weteors, Dr. Elkin has succoed-
ed In weasuring the velochty of the me-
teors’ flght. The principle depensds
upon the loterruptions produced by the
sereens o the tralls of light made upon
the photograplile plates by the fiylng
mieteors. The velocity of the wheel Is
known at every lnstant by means of a
chronographic record, and the length of
the Interruptions Indieates the speed
of the meteors,

Among the sclentifis toys at the Parls
exposition was an lostrument named
| the “seroscope.” It couslsted of &
| wooden padidle about six and a half

feet long nod three inches  broad,
whitened with chalk, and turnlng about
It middle at the rate of 1,600 turps (o
When In motion the paddie
thin, eclrenlar  scereen
through which objects could be seen

At n distance of vearly four feet be

hind the whirliug paddie and parallel
to It plane of rotatlon was fixed a
black sereen, The apparatus  belong
placed In a dark chamber, a brilllant
photographle lmage of some ohject was
projected upon the moving paddle, and
Immedintely the image seemed to stand
forth with all the solidity of a real ob-
Jeet.  The perspective was supplied by
| the reflection of the Image from the
| black screen behind as well ax from
| the seml-transparent screcn formed by
the rotating paddle,

THE LADY AND HER PASTOR.

She Like | Him, but Bhe Got Very Tired
of Hearlng One Bermon,

She Is a woman much Interested In
her church and she enjoys hearing and
| judging for herself the different
ministers of her denomination. The
| first Bunday after her arrival In early
June at one of several New England
towns she proposed to vislt before settl-
ing down at the seashore for the sum-
ghe went to church, of course.
Who should occupy the pulpit but her

[ own clergyman, whom she hadn't sup-

posed was within a hundred miles of
her, ardd what should be do but preach
the Identleal sermon  that she had
henrd him glve the Sunday previous In
NewYork, his subject being, “What
Shall the Harvest Re?™ Both the
clergyman and the woman as they
Inughed politely over It after the ser-
vice ngreed that the colncidence was
curlous.

The next Bunday found the woman
in mnother New England town, She
went to chareh, of course, when Sun-
diy came, and who should arlee in the
pulpit but her New York clergyman,
“What Shall the Harvest Be? he an-
nounced ns his subject, and, sure
enough, 1t was the same sermon, It
wns with & rather slckly smile when he
greeted the woman after service that
the clergyman remarked that the co-

! Incldental plot seemed to bethickening.

The womnan stayed a fortnight In this
place, but two Sundays later she went
to church in another town, She almost
rose from her seat when lnto the pulpit
marched  hef New York clergyman.
It was the same old “What Shall the
Hurvest Be?' wsermon, too, and, ap-
propriate for the summer as It was,
the womnn felt a certaln  familinrty
with It, She spared the minlster's foel.

{ Ings this time and slunk away after

pervice without spenking to him. Bo
she did the next Sunday at the sea-
shore town, where she was to stop for
severnl weeks, when with mingled emo-
tlons she gnw her minister in the pulpit
and heard him dellver his “What Shall
the Harvest Be?' sermon,

For the rest of the summer the
woman refused to go to church, She
well knew that the minister, with his
one sermon, that so evidently was all
he had with him, couldn't remaln more
than one BSunday In one place, but
after those previous experlences dis-
crotlon seemed the better part of valor.
On her way home to New York last
week the woman stayed over Sunday
In Boston. When the cousing she was
visiting suggested church she accepted
with alacrity, It bad been g0 long,
she sald, silnce she had darkencd a
church door—and the Joke was too
good to keep—she told them why. In
the pulplt of the Boston church was a
familiar form; to paraphrase, the
ministerial villain still pursued her. It
‘was the last straw when he announced
his subject as “What Bhall the Hary-
eat Be?"

“l shall see you ln town &t our own

"

ehurch next Sunday, M. Blank?™ ob-
perved the clergyman after sorvice na
the two commentsd ratber guardedly,
It muwt be confessed, upou the stravge
fate that bad led them to follow each
other around all summer. “Yen." sald
the womnn; then—the temptation was
tou great—"upon oue condition—that
you prowmise not to preach your ‘What
Bhall the Harvest Be? sermon”—New
York Evening Sun,

STEAMBHIPS OUT OF DATE.

California Will Util'ze MWylraniie
Powar for Beagolug Vesscle

A Californian some time ago concely-
ed the Idea of supplanting steam pow-
er on oveat eraft and for several yonrs
han been experimenting with s view
to sulstituting bydraulle pressure for
the steam engloe, At a whed st Onak-
land be bas bullt o small vessel, which
be clalms wil revolutlonize the earry-
log trade of the world.

This vessel, now almost completed,
naod dy named the John 8. Morton,

after the owner and lnventor, I ex-
pectefl 1o demonstrate the superlority
of hydraulle pressure as a wotlve force.
If & trinl develops the necessary speed
and wea.golng qualities the Unlted

BOAT PROPELLED BY HY DRAUVLIC FORCE,

Btates government will Jook Into the
Invention with a view of dispensing
with ordinary screw propellers on all
Its torpedo boats and gunboats and
substituting the machinery for water
propulsion.

Morton has spent many thousands of
dollars In experiments and  patents,
He began work on his hydranlle pres-
sure ldea thirty-one years ago. Af-
ter wilnessing the speed with which
A rocket Is shot Into the alr he con-
celved the idea of propelling a boai by
means of A powerful stream of water.
The vessel which he has lnvented will
be propelled by forcing sea water, tak-
en In amldships, out throogh 4 jet In
the stern, The principle (s mueh the
same as that by which the cuttlefish
erawls throngh the water,

Captaln Nlles of Ban Fraoclsco s
associnted with Morton in the new en-
terprise.  The steamer Is thirty-five
feet In length, six feet beam, bas &
four-horse power englne and a rotary
pump and Is expected to attaln a speed
of from twenty-five to twenty-eight
knots an hour with ense,

VORACIOUS CANNIBAL TREE.

A Very Remarkable Epecim o of the
Flora of Australis.

In certain parts of Australla cananl-
bal trees fourish—trees which can bold
a maun's body In the center, and de-
vour it as readily as our Insectivorous
wild flowers trap the Insects on which
they partly subsist.

In wppearance they are like glgantie
plneapples, wany of them belug eleven
feet In belght. What follage there is
conslsts of broad, boardlike leaves,
which grow on o fringe at [ts apex,

These leaves do not stand erect, how-
ever but droop over and hung to the
gronud. They are very big. for In
some  of the largest specimens they
measure from fifteen to twenly feet,
each leaf belng quite strong enough to
bear the welght of & man.

There s more In these leaves than
meets the eye, for hidden uuder them
{8 a pecullar growth of spearlike for-
mation, arranged In a elrele. This per-
forms the same function for the plants
a8 pistils do for flowers.  Moreover,
they are most sensitive to the touch of
n stiek or other hard substance,

The natives formerly worshiped this
“devil's. tree,” for they dreaded Its
wrath. When its green leaves rose
restlessly up and down Its worshipers
imagined that It was necessary to
make a sacriflee to appease [ts anger,

One of their number was Immedinte-
Iy chose and driven by his howling
tribesmen up one of Its leaves to the

apex.
The instant the unhappy victim
stepped Into the middle of the plant

the boardlike leaves would fly together,
clutching and literally squeezing the
life out of him.

Early travelers In  Australla have
told us that the cannibal tree would
thus hold Its prey untll every particle
of his flesh had fallen from his bones,
after which the leaves would slowly
relax thelr grim hold, leaving the gaunt

skeleton to fall heedlessly to the
ground —London Express,
Burface Iudications.
From *“A Book on  Dartmoor,”

written by the Rev. 8. Baring-Gould,
comes a story which might have come
from a less trustworthy source:

The wild and romautlc country of
Dartmoor conslsts of a table-land with
rugged peaks or téra, and all but lm-
passable marshes, After a dry sum-
mer It 1s ensy to plck one's way across
parts of which at other times are full
of pitfnlls, At one of the latter perlods
a man was cautionsly threading his
way across one of these teacherous
marshes when he saw a hat Iylog brim
dowaward on the sedge. He gave It
a gentle, good-htvmored kick Inpassing,
and almost Jumped out of his skin
when a4 choked volee called out from
beneath:

“What be you a-doing' to my 'at?"

“He there now a chap under'n?" ex-
clalmed the traveler,

“Ees, 1 reckon, and a hoss under me
Hkewlse."

Hin Motive.

“I will ask you now," the attorney
for the prosecution sald to the witness,
“if the defendant In this case confess-
ed to you hils motive In shootlng the de-
censed "

“Hold en!" Interposed the attorney
for the defense. *1 object.”

“1 only want to find out whether—*

“l object!” (Legal wrangle of half
an hour,)

“The witness may answer,” ruled the
Judge.

“Now, then sir, I will ask you again.
Did or did not the prisoner confess to
you his metive In ghiotlng the deceas-
ed?’

“He did.”

“What was it

“He wanted to kill bhim."—London
King.

Good servant girls are as u;rce aa If
servant girls bad enlisted In the late
war, and hadn't been mustered out yet.

People are all struggling for health,
and struggling lo the wrong way,




