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THE PENSION PROBLEMN

There are now more war pension-
ers on the rolls than ever before,
says Henry Clay Evavs, United
States Commissioner of Pensions,
in the August Munsey, and it is
probable that the number may be
slightly increased during the pre-
sent year. But high water mark
has beeu nearly attained, and it
can be predicted with safety that
we sahall never have & million pen:
sioners on the rolls of the Pension
Burean,

In this statement [ am in no
sense  endeavoring to  prophesy
what fature legislation regarding
pensions may be, We have practi-
cally a service pension law now on
the statute books in the Act of Con-
gress passed in 1850; almost oy
one under the provisions of that
Act ean obtaiv a pension by prov-
ingservice in the Federal forves dur-
ing the Civil War, 80 that the bars
could not be let down much lower
by futare legislation. If 1 were to
hazard an opinion on the subject,
it wonld be that future legislation
by Congress would restrict, rather
than facilitate, the granting of pen.
sions,

It is apparent that we are ap-
proaching the beginning of the de
clive in numbers of pensionem,
And when this decreasing process
starts, it will be very rapid.

During the fiscal ‘year 1897, an
army of nearly 35,000 peo-
sioners passed from life’s battle to
the bourn that knows no returning.
Three fourths of these, approxi
mately speaking, were veterans of
the army and oavy. [t is estimat-
ed that fifty thousand more will
pass away this year, and that the
number of deaths will steadily in
crease for several years to come,
There will also continue to be a
diminution of the pension list from
other causes, such as remarringes of
widows, expiration of minorities,
and failures to claim pensions with.
in stated periods,

Notwithstanding a reduction of
the pension rolls in 1897, which
amounted in theaggregate to 41,122
names, there was no actusl declen.
sion in the total number of pen
sioners. There were enough new
pensions, reissues ol certificates
and restoration of names previonsly
dropped. to make a net increase of
5,336, bringing the total up to 976,
014, the largest recorded.

The inguiry inoften myde wheth.
ér our annual pension appropria.
tions have yet reached their maxi.
mum figure. President Garfield,
while a member of Congress, more
than twenty years ago, declared
that at that time, when we were
paying something like thirty mill.
jons annually in pensions, they
had already nearly attained thejr
highest totals. But'this was long
before the passage of the Act of
1890, under which more than forty
five millions of dollars were paid
daring the last fiscal year to half a
million pensioners. The total ex-
penditure for the year, for pensions
and expenses of the department,
was a few thousand dollars lesy
than one hundred and forby-two
millions.

From the operation of the pen
sion laws and the work of the Bo.
reau of Pensions since they came
within my closer observation, I am
inclined to the belief that while
the number of pensioners has near-
ly reached the highest possible
limit, considerably larger appro.
priations will yet he made before
the maximum of annual expendi-
ture will be attained, This will he
due to the heavy arrenrages carried
with many of the new claims al-
lowed. The depletion of the rolls
by death, or by dropping of names
for other causes, only carries with
it a stoppage of annual pensions,
while new claims often carry many
years' arrears, [n fact we may for
two or three years witness the ap-
parently anomalons condition of

The oldest of these ladies is Naney

of pensioners, and increases fn the
annual expenditures for pensions.
Aud yet it is improbable that the
total annual appropriations will
rise above one hundred and fifty
millions in their highest year.

This estimate, of course, doess not
consider the possibility of future
legislation dealing with the veter-
ans of the Civil War, or possibly
with the soldiers of the present war
with Spain, Speculation on that
subjoot is not profitable.  Bome of
the estimates that have been wade
by experts indicate that some of the
additional legisiation that has been
proposed would swell the appro.
priations beyond the two hundred
million point. It has been estimat-
od that it wonld take sixty million
dollars a year to moeet the lowest
of the service pensions which have
been projected and  disoussed.

Of the pensioners now living,
733,527 are war veterans. The re.
mainderare widows, minor ohil
dren, and other dependents,
Among the veterans ars six soldier
patriarchs who are now the ouly
survivors of the quarter of a million
men who were engaged on land and
sent in the yonong republic’s second
wiar with Great Britain,

Three of these agel warriors ure
more than a bandred years old, l
The venerable Hosew Brown, of Oy !
egon, who iy the eldest of these an-
tique heroes, wus of age when the!
war began, und was able to cnst |
his vote for President James Mud
ison during the very dawning of
the struggle. One of the younger
of the six is James Hooper, of Bal-
timore, the last survivor of tho1
briave sallor lnds who humbled the
wistress of the seas on the very
wiaters over which she claimed do.
minion. Senator George F, Hoar
in & recent speoch called attention
to the factthat, except for the bril-
liant exploit st New Orleans—
achieved alter the conclusion of I
peave—the land operations of the |
American army in the war of 1812
were generally charactevized by
failure, while the uaval engage
ments in which American vessels
were victorious snd were 50 bril-
lisut that eighteen of them are still
considered to b worthy of appear
ing in standard British books on
naval warfare a8 examples of tactios
inbattle on the high seas that Brit.
ish sailors can well afford to study,

The laat saflor of the war of 1812
and the tive surviviog soldiers of
that struggle draw from the Treas:
ury, altogether, only $1,080 4 year,
I'here are about eleven thousaud
survivors of the war with Mexico
on the rolls, and 2,373 survivors
of the old Indiun wars.

It is an Interesting fact that there
are pensioners of the United States
living under nearly every foreign
flag, and in the most nofrequented
byways of the earth, It will sur-
prise no one to learn tnat Caonda:
Germany and Ireland, in the order
psmed, lead in the number of
foreign pensioners, Buat some of
the six hundred and twenty thous-
and dollars which we pay to pen:
stoners abroad finds ita way to
the very endsofthe earth. Vouch:
ers go alike to the Land of the
White Elephaut and the lone rock
of Saint Heleny; to the plaing of
the Transvaal and the steppes of
Siberia; to every continent us well
a8 to the isles of the ses. There
are pensioners of the United Stales
in Malta and Cypros, Muderia and
Mauritius, New Zealand and Ta
hiti, and many other remote
islands,  Although so widely reat-
tered, the pensioners who reside
wbroad are not numerous, There
are something like four thousand
in all, one half of them fn Canada,

It has been noted by some of my
predecessors, and it has also come
to my attention, that the longevity
of these selfexpatrinted pensioners
in quite remaikable. The dificul-
ties attending access to informa-
tion from some of these distant
places may be responsible for some
of this persistent adherance to life
on their part, [ shall at an early
date take steps to have the foreign
pension rolls overhauled and veri
fied, ‘This can be dovne, 1 thiok,
through our consular agents.

There arestill living nnd draw-
ing pensions, seven aged lndies who
are the widows of soldiers of the
Revolution. These draw pensions
nnder the general act covering all
Revolutionary soldiers and widows,

Aldrich, long a resident of Miehi-
gan, but now of Los Angeles, Ouli-
fornia. Bhe s the relict of Caleb
Aldrieh, who saw service in the
New Hampshire and Rhode Island
live in the Revolution. Bhe is of
even age with the ninteenth cen.
tury, and may live to see the early
twilight of the twentieth, The
yonugest Revolutionary war widow

seady reductions in the number

|ll'thl'm should in the far future

| should be published to the world,

ginin, whose husband served in the |
Old  Dowinion's troops  under
Washington. 8he s now elghty
one years old, Ifshe wero to live
to the present nge of Mm, Aldrich,
the United States will still be pay
ing  Revolutionnry pensions  one
hundred wnd thiety four  years
after the surrender of Cornwallis,
If women are to be pensioned
who warry soldiess of the Qivil
War forty or sixty years after that
struggle olosed, as those venersble
lndies  murried their  husbands
many yoears after the Revolution,
the United States may be paylog
Civil War pensions well into the
distant twenty-flist contury, It
wias with no wish to disturb aged
widows who pow drw  pensions
that 1 officially recommended the
passage of a law to the end that no
pension  shall be granted to the
widow of any soldier who shall
marry hereafter, As | said in
that recommendation, there shonld
bt o diserimination, and » woman
that marries a soldier now (pesrly
thirty three yoars alter ponce wis
deglared) takes him for belter or
for worse. She was not his wife
doring the war; sho experienced
none of the hardships, deprivations
und anxieties incident to the life of
the wife of a soldier, and should
not be placed on the mll s such.

{ mrise apecially needful eases of such
widows who have reached oxtreme
old nge, their pensions could well
be left to specinl wold of Congress
in individual eases, 08 has heen
done with the seversl daughters
of Revolutionary soldiers whose
names Now appear on the pension
rolls,

As for the venernble saryivors
of the old wars  themselves,
“Hands off these best beloved
of our household!” [t is these
we ghould most delight to  eare
for mod honor,  The last survivor
of the Revolution, Daviel F. Bake
man, of New York, died on the
Hth of April, 1869, eighty eight
years aftor Yorktown, aged one
hundred aond nine years.  The
survivors of the war of 1812 now
borne on the rolls have only to
live five years longer to have s
vived the battle of New Orlenus
for the same period, If the same
relative longevity ean be connted
on in the cases of the venerable
men who will be the It survivorgs
of the Boys in Blus, there will he
a handful of the lads who followerd
of  peusioners  from  the  rolls,
Whether the saving hy this means
would be sufivient to offset the ex-
pense of the publication of the lists
% not easy to estimate,

Hentiment has in the past fignred
largely in preventing the publica-
tion of the names of pensioners,
[t hias been assumed that the
worthy pensioner woulil obhjeet to
having the fact that he was draw-
ing & pension from the government
the Stars and Stripes Into the
great  American confliet still on
the pension rolls in 1954,

It is an interesting fact that at
least one pension for actoal servicee
in  the revolutionary Way
drawn by a woman,

Wils

A 1o my recent sugeestion that
the names on the pension rolls

I believe their publication would
lead to the dropping of & unmber
paraded before the world,
Personally I do not sympathize
with this sentiment. The pension
roll onght to be a roll of honor.
No man need be ashamed to
have his name on it if he is en.
titled to have it there, 68 highly
important to elimioate the frands,
if there ba any, from the pengion
rolls, but it is eqoally important,
if not more 8o, to prevent the drop
ping of worthy and deserving men
who are actnally dependent on
their pensions for their sustenanee,
—Munsey's Magazine for Angust,

The next legislature should eut
down some salaries, or else raige
others, o the different connties of
Oregon. Here in Polk county it
in manifestly unjust that the sheriff,
who has 80 mnch expense attached
to his office, sbould only get #1600 a
year and the clerk the same, with
no expenses, If the connty clerk
of Polk county were paid #1000 a
year, that wounld be enough, and
the sherift £1600 and the actual ex-
penses ontaide of his office. The
ofhee of county judge, at $800 a
year, is a better position than sher-
iff in Polk county, in clear monuy.
There is no compnrison in the
duties of the two offices. In one
case it is simply olerical work,
while in the other there is risk of
life and limb. The next legisla-
ture shonld look after this matter,

In one of our soldiers’ homes

A Beautiful Present

In order o further mlrudme ELASTIC STARCH (¥ lut Tron Brand),
the m:mulmlurm Hubinger Bros, Co, of Keokuk, lowa, have
decided to IVE AW AV a beautiful present with each package of
starch sold, l‘hm presents are in the form of

Beautiful Pastel Pictures

They are 13x19 inchen in size, and are ontitled ax follows:

Lilacs and
Pansies.

‘hut INVEN o
&) 'nr';wl mnﬂ

Pansics
and
Marguerites.

These vare pictures, Lour o number, by the renowned pastel artist,
R. LeRoy, of Sew York, have heen « lum n Trom the very Chirleest u|||v]r¢t|
in bbsataedion ok are o olfered for the firs tine (o the pubilic

Lhe phi tures are accurntely sk ed inoall the cokl ot in the g
iale, il are promounced by competent critios, works of an

Pastel picrares are the correct thing lor the home, uldhing SUrpassing
thet I besuty, richness of color mmd artisnie merit,

One of these pictures Elastlc starch

will be given away
with each package ol
It is the best laundry starch on the mlrkrl and
Ask your grocer for this starch and get a

purchused of vour groce
ACCEPT WO SUBSTITUTE

18 salil for 10 cents a package
heautiful pletuee

ALL GROCERS MEEP ELASTIO STARCH,
T

"

years of age, aod nigh unte death,
wis mirried to @ young woman
and thopext day  be died.  They
eall it a romsnee. The real in
terest the publie has i that ro
manee is the fuet that for perhaps
the next ity years that old man's
widow will drnw w penslon. 1t 18

i disgrnos that the pension privil- |
igres are ko Hagrantly nhused.

. e et i 4

The tlag stall on Capt, Skinner's |
new boat needs o Hag,  Why conld
not some of oue ladied ke up »
subsaription and buy uset of tlags
for the new boat and proesont them
on her first teip?  Who will make
womove in that  direction!

Dreadtully Xe¥vous,

TAETELEEE

CHILL
TONIC

15 JUST AS COOD FOR ADULTS,
WARRANTED. PRICE 80ots.

GALATIA, L, Nov, K, I,
Pacts Modbatee Co., 80 Lowis, Mo,

Gt =Wa sold last yoar, 0 hottlos of
GHOVES TAFTELESH CHITLL TONIC il bave
benagifat threa gross altoandy (his yoar, Insll oar wb
pirrionen of 14 nmn iy the drug bl
movar sl an srth Inl ik gmve sach unkve
Inolbots s your Punie. fuurs traty,

ABNEY, CARR M.n

Gienta: 1 was  drenafully pervous,
and for rellef took your Karl's Clover
Root Ten, 1t quoeted my nerves snd
strengthened puy Whale nervous syss
tem. | wan troubled with constipm
ton, Klidoey and bowel troable. Your
Lo soon cleansed v system wo Hhios
roughily that T rapidiv rogaiom] hoalth
indd wireogth, M Ko A Hweel,
Hartford, Conn. Sold by the Owl
Divug Uo

I have been a sulferer from clironie
dinrehoen ever sinee the war and have
mwed all Kinds of meHelne for 1t \t
Inst 1 found one retmedy that hne been
W owlcees e o cure, mod that s Oha-
berlmn's Colle, Cholers nnd Dinreloen
Remedy,~ . 15 Gielsham, Ganres Mills,
L Forsale by Kiekland Drog (o

REGULATOR LINE

PORTLAND

TO
THE DALLES

Y the ertmaod lons
wlepiner

REGULATOR

Rhtlo's Cure,
Rellpves Croup
bottles  sold
Mold by

Cure that congh  with
'l best Conghy Clare,
o plly, million
lnst yenr, 40 doses For 25 ols
he Owl Drug Ca,

e

To Care n Cold In Gue Day

ke Laxative Hromo Quioine Tube
leth, Al drugglsts refund  the money
IfiL mily to cure,
Kirkland Drog Company

2he,  For wale by

If you wnnt the best menl (o Salem
for the money go Lo Strong's  Hestuu-

rant. Open duy snd night tHee

Livtives Portinnd datly
duy ut T m

Thils bs the Gresl Beende Route, Al
tonrats wchindt that the seenery on the
Midale Columbly s not exeelled far
bty wned grandear I the United
Sintes. Full ipformstion by sddress.
g or ealliog on

JoH. HARNEY, Agl,
ol 14, Portlaud, Or,
OMee o whatf, foot of Oak Nt

Weil Boring

Dione now oo short notles.  En-
qhire of No K Tyler, at Bosha Vis-
Can el from glx to fifteen
wiohies, sl Hine whih tillng whieh
tiakes tho best wod  chenpest well,
My prices st low.  Call on or ad.
ross

N. E. TYLER,

Buenu Viste, - L,

exeept Sine-
Vomm enced Daisiaess March 4, 10

REPORT OF THE CONDITION

OF THFe v

FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

AL Indupendence, b the Mtate of Drogon, nl
Lhie olose af Dostness, Jaly 1, (808

HISROLT BLTEN,

Lasunni el dmoonin ts § Wi NAG 30
Overdrafts, somiped nnd Whsoon il RIT Mg
U H, ““Hlln o weenire elvenlntion FLMM (0
Promiwms on U 5, Donds 1,5N) A
B, moeti e om, et Il 47
Baninghotse uradtaee npd Sxtees 4,700 98
Other roal estnle  and anorigogos

awnml v SAT0 Dy
Do fromt Notlonul Iismlui ol ro. i,

WAFYe mgents)

Do feom Blabe Ban ks mnd  bankem
D)0 from npproved rose ey feo
Checks and o hor cosly Iems ...
Notes of other Notionnl T ks
Fractional papor eurroney, niokels,

wed oty
[.qu{'i. Moniy Iy m ix DANK,

i

Rpirle

. IO
Lagnlaonder notes

Oregon,
#1000

Redemption fond — with [}
11|::;:1Inu|e| Vs (nll[:lf:lllll[ll NUTENT ORDEI “ OF UNITED
WORKMEN. — Independened
Liodge No, 22, moeets every first, thire
und nh \1n1lll||l\' 1 Ol h'llnw W hall,
W. 0. Caok, M W 1. . PENTLAND,
Rocorder,

E. L. KETCRAM, M.D.

OMee and Resldence Corner Rallroad
Monmouth Bireets,

g L

Totl...... R

LEARILITINN,

Civprltal wtoek pakd o
surplus fungd
Lrnnddvidod proflis, less oxpeases and
fxew i ol g
Nattonnl Bunk Notes outstanding lL.‘ W
D o other Nitlonal Pl Wt
Iy to State Handos o Bankoers. .
Fondividusl doposits sabdect o check 27000 4
Thormnnd oertiNomtes of deposil WA e
Notes and bilis rediseouniol DAT2 in
Bills payablo, Ineliding oort ooy
of  duposdl n'pn'nrullllu muonmny
Laryowid

Total ..

Htnte ort Irnurm.
tinunl:r of Polk, "

e
o Mo B Mnsterson, aashlor of tho sbhove
unluud Linnle ‘l'n solemply swonr Lt the | S A. MULKEY,
wbove statoment 18 tedn 1o the ekt of my
i 1 rm cid B
DENTIST

knowledge and bellof
M, K, MA ATERSON, Coshlor,
OMee corner Main and C Sta,,
Cooper blook, rooms 4, 5 and 8,

F90,0000 00
IR

niznnt o | INDEPENDENCE, OR.

Subworibod wnd sworn Lo belre me tals Soth |
dn* of July, 184, 0. W. Kk axn,
Ulormat—A s Nutury Publie,
W, W. ConLINg
J. H. Coorkn,

R. D, Coopr
rﬂmmr!l. I

in Mary Boead, of Parkaley, Vir

only & few days ago an old man 78

independenoce, QOregon,

Amerioan and Buropean Plan,

THEIMPERIAL HOTEL

THOS. GUINEAN, Proprietor.

00060000

ton Wis
Beventh and Washingtol BORTLAND, ORRGON.

Commenced Business March 4, 1889

—

Batibliahiod by Natlonal Anthonty

THE FIRST NATIONAL BUNK

OF INDEPENDENCE, OR.

250,000.00
10,000.00

Caplial Slock, -
*"' ux, . .

3. ¥, DDOPER, Wow COLLINN,
Presidant, VicoPrestdent,
M, E MANTEIRSON, (Cashilor,

DIRECTONS,

L, Hobwertsonn, Lewls Helmiek,
W, W, Collins

J, B Uoopet,
W1, Unooper,

A genoral banking business  transacted,
Huys and sells exchinnge on wll luiportant
pu nis

it monived subject 1o cheok or on
m 1w e of deposit, (0 Heellons tade,
COfflee hours: ¥a o, o d pom

[ndependenoe, Or.

The Independence

NATIONAL BANK

Capital Stock, $50,000,00

A HIRsSCRNERG, ARRANAM NELSON,
Froddent Viee-Fresiden!
CW IRYVINE, Caaliler,

DIRECTORS,

B ¥ Smith, A Nelson, A. N. Buss R e
parson, ) K Rhodes, D, W, Besrs, 1 hlmhun

A general Bauking and exchange husines
teannad ed, Toans made, lllh discounted, com
mervinl oredite granied yporiis reowived on
CUEFRhL wewunil Bibpeet la t ok, lutaresl pald
on Lime deprity

POLK COUNTY BANK

(INCORPORATED,)

MONMOU T H, OREGON.

4B HAWLEY, P L CAMPN
ealilent, Viee P
1Ka © POWELL, Cashier.

Paid Capital......$80,000.0(

DIRECTORS,

1,1 Hawley. P L, Gampbell, 1 M, Bim
B \r Butler, John émmp. P .P“l
Pewsl Jmplu raven

Transasts » general banking and exohang
busines,
Intesest path on Mime deposite.

WAR WITH SPAIN

Makes hard times,
Hard times makes

CHEAP~—uzip>

Lumber

= AND —

Shingles

Which e¢an he had at OUR
NEW MILL 8} miles west of
FALLS CITY, near Suitor's
old stand. Can furnish you
any size from a

1~inch Picket to
Timber 100 ft. Long

Cut from the finest timber
in the state,
Call and get prices.

LUCKIAMUTE MILL COMP'Y
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For full information eall on O, K. & N, Agl,
M ) PUTTER, [ndependence, or sddress

W. H. HURLBURT,
General Pause nger Agent
PORTLAND, OR.

EABT AND SOUTH

s VA—

The Shasta Route

or THE

Southern Pacific Co.
Bwprees iralns run dally.
eiland _ _Ar.TH 24w

sonth
38: E.][ bany b m

Tl o n-.iumu-._l'.; hwr x

Hdl mun Port.
ll hl-. Jeftarson,

Forth

lh“l(. 'l.lu:a'klrmbul‘.

l“luﬂhlﬁn

n". Drain,
south

n ing Cumon o route,
Buffel e and Becond.Clam
hnu Tare attached &'m through tralns

weaT ainl I!lVlllnl.
Between Portiond and Tervallls

'rl &‘hu‘ inlwu connection b made

Bxpress tnla daliy, sxcept Bunday.

R b A -
LIS Lt..lm’.n .m -Lv. i-l;.!

YAMRILL DIVISION,
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1. m

an Francisce with Orch

l:lle Iul nluni
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le Tnmlu (4]

Orienial
lll lnl unn and

le v }E &IPIOHF:&I
“?l llll’l.lnl'h

%’un;n. P A

OREGON CENTRAL

AND EASTERN R. R. CO.

YAQUINA BAY ROUTE

Connecting at Yaquina !ur wmn tha Ban Pran.
elsco & Yaquine Bay Bleamabip Company.

Steamship “President”

Balle from Yaquina overy 8 days for Ban Fran-
taoe, Coon Bay and Humbolds Bay,

Passenge Acoommodations Unsarpnssed

Bhortest ronte botwesn the Willamette Valley
and Callfornia.
Fare From Albany and Poluts Wesl te
San Frasolson
‘nhln

luuunl lrl od Tor mdn ?
P-T,ulhlll }"l. '1

RIVER Dl\'lBlUN —Glelmcr PAIBauy" he-
wasts Portinnd and Coryallis, through Withont
yover, Leaving Corvallls 6:80 n. m. Tuesipy .,
hurldul and !ium'lul leaves Portland, Yo
htl Mt dook, 6:00 &, m. Mondays, Wadtumlm \
!rlaln
T NAYD, Supt. Rive: i1
2 upt. ver iy,
K. L. WALDEN, Agent, 5 Carynllis, O
lndlpﬂnlmu

TIME FTABLE
INDEPENDENCE & MONMOUTH
RAILWAY COMPANY,
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INDEVENDENCE, |
e L |
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0 -
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BOK P,
40 -

Lenven
Dallas for

INDEVFENDENCE.
ll:ﬁl nom, tpe P,
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Independence for

DALLAS,

FALLS CITY, OREGON.
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