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Doaufiful Pastel Pioturoo
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gin in, whoso husband served In the
Old Dominion's troop , under

Washington. She is now eighty
one year old. If she were to live
to the present age of Mrs. Aldrich,
the Uuited State will still bo pay.
Ing ltevolutloimry pensions one
hundred and thirty four yen
after the surrender of Oornwnllis,

If women are to te pensioned
who marry soldiers of the Civil
War forty or sixty yearn after Unit

struggle closed, as these venerable
ladies married their husbands

many years after the Revolution,
the United States may lie paying
Civil War (fusions well into the
distant twenty Mist century, It
was with no wish to disturb aged
widows who now draw (tensions
that I officially recommended the
passage of a law to the end that no

pension shall be granted to the
widow of any soldier who shall
marry hereafter. As I said in
that recommendation, there should
Im no discrimination, and a woman
that, marries a soldier now ( nearly
thirty three years after peace w.m

declared) takes him for better or
for worse. the was not his wife
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annual expenditures for pmislont.
And yet it is improbable that the
total annual appropriations will

rise above one hundred aud fifty
millions in their highest year.

This estimate, of course, does not
consider the possibility of future

legislation dealing with the veter-

ans of the Civil War, or possibly
with the soldiers of the present war
with Spain. Speculation on that
subject is not profitable. Some of
the estimates that have been made

by experts indicate that some of the
additional legislation that has been

proposed would swell the appro-

priations beyond the two hundred
million point. It has beeu estimat-

ed that it would take sixty million
dollars a year to meet the lowest
of the service pensions which have
beeu projected and discussed.

Of the pensioners now living,
733.527 are war veterans. There-mainderar- e

widows, minor chil-

dren, and other dependents.
Among the veterans an six soldier

patriarchs who are now the only
survivors of the quarter of a million
men who were engaged on land and
sea in the young republic's second
war with Great Britain.

Three of these aged warriors are
more than a hundred years old.
The venerable Hosea Brown, of Or

egon, wno Is the eldcht of these an

tique heroes, was of age when the
war ttegan, aud was able to east
his vote for President James Mad-

ison during the very dawning of
the struggle. One of the younger
of the six is James Hooper, of Bal

timore, the last survivor of the
brave sailor lads who humbled the
mistress of the seas ou the very
waters over which she claimed do
minion. Senator ( Jenrge F, Hoar
in a recent speech called attention
to the fact that, except for the bril
liant exploit at New Orlean- s-
achieved after the conclusion of

peace the laud operations of the
American army in the war of 1812

were generally characterized by
failure, while the naval eugage
merits in which American vessels
were victorious and were so bril-

liant that eighteen of them are still
considered to be worthy of appear

ing in Btandard British books on
naval warfare as examples of tactics
inbattle on the high seas that Brit
ish sailors cau well afford to study

The btst sailor of the war of 1812

and the live surviving soldiers of
that struggle draw from the Treas-

ury, altogether, ouly 1,080 a year.
There are about eleven thousand
survivors of the war "with Mexico
on the rolls, and 2,373 survivors
of the old Indian wars.

It is an Interesting fact that there
are pensioners of the United States

living under nearly every fnreigu

flg, and in the most unfrequented
byways of the earth. It will sur-

prise no one to learn tnat Canada:

Germany and Ireland, in the order
named, lead in the number of

foreign pensioners. But some of
the six hundred and twenty thous-

and dollars which we pay to pen
sioners abroad nods its way to
the very ends of the earth. Vouch

ers go alike to the Lund of the
White Elephant and the lone rock
of Saint Helen i; to the plains of
the Transvaal and the steppes of

Siberia; to every continent as well

as to the isles of the sea. There
are pensioners of the United States
in Malta aud Cyprus, Maderia and

Mauritius, New Zealand and Ta

hiti, and many other remote
islands. Although so widely scat

tered, the pensioners who reside
abroad are not numerous. There
are something like four thousand
in all, one half of them in Canada.

It has been noted bj some of my
predecessors, aud it has also come

to my attention, that the longevity
of these self expatriated pensioners
is quite remarkable. The difiicul
ties attending access to informa
tion from some of these distant

places may be responsible for some

of this persistent adherance to life
on their part. I shall at an early
ditto take steps to have the foreign
pension rolls overhauled and veri
(led. This can be done, I think,
through our consular agents.

There arestill living and draw-

ing pensions, seven aged ladies who

are the widows of soldiers of the

Revolution. These draw pensions
under the general act covering ail

Revolutionary soldiers aud widows.

The oldest of these ladies is Nincy
Aldrich, long a resident of Michi-

gan, but now of Los Angeles, Cal-

ifornia. She is the relict of Caleb

Aldrich, who saw service in the

New Hampshire and Khode Island

line in the Revolution. She is of
even age with the ninteenth cen

tury, and may Jive to see the early

twilight of the twentieth. The

yonngest Revolutionary war widow

is Mary Soead, of Parkaley, Vir-- ,
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There are now more war pension
ere on the rolls than ever before,

mva Henry Ciay Evans, United

States Commiwioner of Pensions,
in the Annus. Munoey, and it is

probable that the uutuber may tie

slightly increased during the pre
Bent year. But high water mark

haa beeu nearly attained, aud it

cau be predicted with aafety that

we shall never have a million pen

siouera on the rolls of the IVnsiou

Bureau.
In this statemeut I am m no

sense endeavoring to prophesy
what future legislation regarding

pensions may he. We have practi

cally a service nenaton law now ou

the statute books in the Act of Con

grens passed lu lSW; almost any
one umier the provisions of that

Act cau obtaiu a peusion by prov

ingserviee in the Federal forcendur

ing the Civil War, so that the bars

could not be let down much lower
bv future legislation. If I were to

hazard an opinion on the subject,
it would be that future legislation
by Congress would restrict, rather

than facilitate, the granting of pen-

sions.

It i appareut that we are ap-

proaching the begiuning of the do-cli-

in numbers of pensioner.
And when this decreasing process

starts, it will be very rapid.
During the fiscal "year 1897, n

army of nearly 35,000 pen
sioners passed from life's battle to

the bourn that knows no returning,
Three fourths of these, appraxi

mutely speaking, were veterans of

the army and navy. It is estimat-

ed that fifty thousand more will

pass away this year, and that the

number of deaths will steadily in-

crease for several years to come.

There will also continue to be a

diminution of the pension list from

other causes, such as remarriages of

widows, expiration of minorities,
and failures to claim pensions with-

in stated periods.
Notwithstanding a reduction of

the pension rolls in 1807, which

amounted in the aggregate to 41,122

names, there was no actual declen-

sion in the total number of pen

sionera. There were enough new

pensions, reissues of certiflcates

and restoration of names previously
dropped, to make a net increase of

5,336, bringing the total up to 976,-01-

the largest recorded- -

The inquiry is often nude wheth-

er our annual pension appropria-
tions have yet reached their maxi-

mum figure. President Garfield,
while a member of Congress, more

than twenty years ago, declared

that at that time, when we were

paying something like thirty mill-

ions annually in pensions, they
had already nearly attained their

highest totals. But this was long
before the passage of the Act of

1890, under which more than forty
five millions of dollars were paid
during the last fiscal year to half a
million pensioners. The total ex

penditure for the year, for pensions
and expenses of the department,
was a few thousand dollars less

than one hundred and forty-tw- o

millions.
From the operation of the pen

sion laws and the work of the Bu

reau of Pensions since they came

within my closer observation, I am

inclined to the belief that while
-- the number of pensioners has near- -

ly reached the highest possible
limit, considerably larger appro-

priations will yet be made before

the maximum of annual expendi-
ture will be attained. This will be

due to the heavy arrearages carried
with many of the new claims al-

lowed. The depletion of the rolls

by death, or by dropping of names
for other causes, only carries with

it a stoppage of annual pensions,
while new claims often carry many
years' arrears. In fact we may for

two or three years witness the ap-

parently anomalous condition of

steady reductions in the number
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during the war; she exi.erieiiocd
none of the hardships, deprivations
aud anxieties incident to the life of
the wife of a soldier, and should
not be placed on the roll as such,
If there should in the fur future
arise specially needful eases of such
widows whj have reached extreme
old age, their pensions could well
be left to sjieclal acts of Congress
in individual caw, tis has been
done with the several daughters
of Uevolutioimiy soldiers whose
names now apHar ou the pension
rolls.

As for the venerable survivors
of the old wars themselves,
"Hands off these Itest Moved
of our household. H is these
we should most delight to care
for and honor. The last survivor
of the Involution, Dmiiol F. Bake
man, of New ork, died on the
5th of April, 1SW), eighty eight
years after Yorktown, aged one
hundred aud nine years. The
survivors of the wsr of 1812 now
tiorno on the rolls have onlv to
live five years longer to have stir
vived the battle of New Orleans
fur the same period. If the same
relative longevity cun lie counted
on in the cases of the venerable
men who will be the last curvivoiw
of I Im Hoys in Blue, theiv will be
a buntl fill of the lads who folio wet
of HMisloricrs from the rolls
Whether the saving by this means
would be suftklniit to offtet the ex-

pense of the publication of the lists
is not easy to estimate.

Sentiment has In the pnst (lgnrei

largely in preventing the publica
tion of the names of pensioners.
It has been assumed that the
worthy pensioner would object to

having the fact that he was draw
iug a jMiiision from the government
the Stars and Stripes into the

great American coninct still on
the pension rolls in 1!W3.

It is an Interesting fact that at
least one pension for Actual service
iu the revolutionary War was
drawn by a woman,

As to my recent suggest ion that
the names on the pension rolls
should be published to the world,
I believe their publication would
lend to the dropping of a number
paraded before the world.

Personally I do not sympathize
with this sentiment. The pension
roll ought to bo a roll of honor.
No man need bo ashamed to
have his name on it if he is en
titled to have it there. It is highly
Important to eliminate the frauds,
if there le any, from tho pension
rolls, hut it is equally important,
If not more so, to prevent the drop
ping of worthy and deserving men
who are actually dependent on
their pensions for their sustenance.

Munsey's Magazine for August.

The next legislature .should cut
down some salaries, or else raise
others, In the different counties of
Oregon. Here in Polk county it
is manifestly unjust that the sheriff,
who has so much expense attached
to his office, should only get $1000 a

year and the clerk the samo, with
no expenses. If the county clerk
of Polk county were paid $1000 a
year, that would be enough, and
the sheriff $1600 and the actual ex

penses outside of his office. The
oihee of county judge, ut $800 a
year, is a better position than sher
iff In Polk county, in clear monoy.
There is no comparison in the
duties of the two offices. In one
case it is simply clerical work,
while in the other there is risk of
life and limb. Tho next legisla
ture should look after this matter.

In one of our soldiers' homes

only a few days ago an old man 78
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years of nge, and nigh unto death,
wits imirricd to a young woiu in
and the next day he died. They
call it a romum-c- . The re.il in
tercet the public hits in that ro-

mance is the fact that for pei'lmp
the next flit y y eiir th.it old mini's
widow will draw a ttenslnn, It is
a disgrace that the pciihiou privil-igi- s

are so ll.njrsntly abused.
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Take Laxative Itrotiio Qiiinlno Tab-let- s.

All ilrugilMtw refund the nituiey
If It lails lo cure. Kor mile by
Klrklaiul Druu: ('iimpany,

If you want the best meal lu Halem
for tho money tc to HirotiK1 KchUii-ran- t.

Open day and iiIk'H.

(,'iicnm wiimI itiiHiiii'HH Muri'h 4, IKMtt

HKPOKT OF THK CONDITION

OK THK

first national bank.

At IOlll'lll'lllll'lll . In tllffl MIlltlHlf Dl'CMIll). lit
the cIiikii ut liiiHlneHH, July 14, ISH.

HKMOOIiCK.
Ixiion mid (llBi'iintitH j Hii.KhA 22
OvenlniftH, Hi'iMiri'il mot nnxnrJ. HI7 112

U. M. lliimlH UineelirM elri'iiliitlun.. I2.IVHI (10

Hnimliuiitmi U.H. HoniiM ... I, Mm mi
HtockH, 'iirltli'H, et.o.. M 17

IlioikliiK.houxi'funiltoroiuiil flsl'rn 4.7IIH IW

Oilier ri'iil imliili) and incirluimcH
ownm a.H70 00

Dun from Nullimal HiiokM, (not m.
rve avMita)

Due from Hlulu Hunk nnil lio lieiH. IM AD

Due frmn niiiirnvi'd reHirvoftifiuiU. 717 17

'lieekH nnil n hnreioili Iteiim 2ill 82
NiimKofothiir Nailoniil liiinkN
Krocllniml iupnr etirreuey, iilvkulM,

nnil miit 11

LAWrilli MllNKV ItKMKHVRIN llANK,
Vi,:

Hpecle I 8,10" IW

i,eittti.uinuor nine

Keitnmiillon fund with IT. H.
J mamirar (ft per cent nrnlnilila
Hull ........... mi no

Total... I22,A11 !l

l.lAHll.IIIKH.
Capital HUxrk puld in HfiO.oim i

Mlll'lllllH fll llU lo.uou Ull

Uiiiuviiiiin immu, im expiMii'h una
tiie puld . full 82

Niil.liiiml Hunk Ncili.M oiitHtaiKllint... ll.ii do
Line toothur Niitlomd HiuiIim ;(.',

Hue to miiiih lioika iiml llitiikiim
jnillvliluiil itcHwlt aiilijeet to chni'k 27,11 ; h I

luilimilil ci'ill lieu! cm ol uYpimlt 0,1)1(1

NoUw nnil IiIIIm leillHeotuiliMl ,II72 liu
lull puyuble, Incliullon ccrilllcntoK

ol uiipimii ruproHeniiiiK inniiHy
borrawud .

Total l22,f.U :i

MtaleoroniKon, l.uouiuyoi foiK, )
I. )M. K. Mintci'Noo. cuNliliir ol I lie uliovp

tinined bank ilo Holninnly xwiiar Mini tho
above HtiiUiinont, I Iruu to llio IkihI of my
knowlcilife mid belief.

M, k. JA"Th;iw)N,UHKhior.
Hulmcrlliiiil mid aworn to bnfnra ma tills IWth

day ot.luly, 1HIIH, A. W. K I n K and,
iJorrHoir-Alu- woiary j'linuo.

W. W. t)OI,l,lNH, ,
J. H (JOOHKH,
H. i. IJOOHKK,

DlMolor.

TI MK TAB LB
INDEPENDENCE ft MONMOUTH

RAILWAY COMPANY.

I.eavea Leave
INDKl'ENDKNCK, MONMOUTH.

,,
7i4S a. n. g.8a m, t

' " lOiUU
" l:8p. m.

i:0ft p. m, 9.40 h
4i(M 4l4(,

Leave ' Leavea
IndepenUenea for Wallaa for

DALLAS. INDKl'ENDKNCK.

11:80 a.m. Sto p, m,
8:0 p, m. t,.AS


