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Assessed valuation for taxation is a serious matter for
Medford, because of her lavge bonded indebtedness. A
decrease in totals means an inerease in tax rate. As the
tax rate is already high, eaution should be exercised to
keep it from elimbing higher, through unfair equalization.

A high tax rate is a good thing, if the money is wisely

| owad,

expended. Tt indicates an era of improvement and prog-
ress, The faet that Medford in two vears is spending a |
million dollars in public improvements is the hest adver-|
tisement the city could have.
ford is alive.

The fact that Ashland is spending half a million in
street paving, parks and other municipal improvements
speaks louder for that charming city than its low tax rate
It indicates the awakening of Ashland.

Central Point has a water system under way also. Jack-
sonville is planning one. These mean higher taxes for
property owners. It indicates the growth of the entire
valley in spite of the objection of the mossback, to whom
taxes are a constant bogey-

Owners of non-ineome producing improved property
such as residences shonld not be assessed too highly. A
penalty should not be put upon progress and enterprise.
Those land owners who are content to keep their lots va-
cant and wateh them inerease in value through the invest-
ments of neighbors should be taxed so high that they will
be forced to sell them or improve to secure an income.

Assessment work requires more skill, knowledge and
seience than any branch of the public service, Tt should
be a business by itself and non-interested experts be em-
ployed. It is one of the errors of our political system that
the ability and fitness of candidates for public office does
not enter into the question of their c.xmhd.u_}. which is
hased solely upon personal popularity. Those elected are
not to blame; it is the system, for an official must serve
several years in almost any office before he understands
the work, and just as he becomes useful a political vevolu-
tion follows.
e
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Engle Point.

Arthur Joues of Washington, 1. (.,
is looking over the valley this week.

BUTTE FALLS ITEMS.

F. V. Modyuski and his son-in-
law, Will Bates, passed through town
on Monday on the way to Homestend.

The
ull their camp and belongings to Don-
bledny's on Monday and wre now run-

Sawyer loeation erew moved

Ining the railroad line beyoud and

Labove the Falls.

Porter Bros. have sent to Edsall

It tells the world that Med- ||-um;| a drove of 76 mules for work

on the railrond right of way and ol
Point to
rapidly

along the line from Engle
Butte Falls work is being
pushed.

Wi have had two days and nights
of splendid rnins and the ground is
in excellent eondition for plowing.

Camp supplics are boing  hauled
from this point to the railrond camp
loeated on the Doubleday ranch and
the line is being vun in the Willow
Creck seetion and will probubly eross
near Entrop’s and towards
Parker’s or else over the Klamoth
the iatter heing the

o on
section, more
prohable.

Osear Erickson and his hrather of
Sweden have been trading with our
merchants.  Mr. Erickson savs lie
raised four tons of oats and other
grain hav on one acre of ground and
that he values his lond mueh higher
than he does the timber on if.

C. E. Wolverton and wife, who have
heen visiting Central Point, huve re-
turned to their homestead near Sills
Springs.

A Mr. Massie of Denver.
hers on Thursday looking aronnd for
an investment in property.

The public school has now an en-
rolled attendance of 40 seholars and
is progressing satisfactorily.

A stranger came in on Thursday

Coli, wns

and made o deposit on two business |

lots=.
The athletic elub is moking great
prepariations for the “enlico and over-

! letoher 30,
| expectd from Medford, Fogle "oint,!

adl” ball to be given on the night of |

IMalloween. Parties are

Brownshore and othes and
ereal antie ||,..|I ol
the oc
.‘[h.
tors hove wone to CGrant
absent oo week or mors,
The late rains have made

points

Miss Po-
s to be

eott Ulaspill sad

the roads

are expectsd from . its

somewhst heavy, so that teaming is
rither hined, and our merchnnts nre
making extea elflorts to get in their
winter supplivs,

There haw hurdly ever for  years
boon as great senrveity ol gome ns ol
this senson: None of the hunting pur
tis appear to bg in lueks 1 seems as
if the gnme wns far upon thoe hills,

Coustable Singler and M. . Wink
lor of Medford wore h\lhllll;., in anr
soetion during the week past, but
they did not have any luck as the
pame has not come down [rom the
hills.

Lae Bdmonson of Derhy mill was
here on Salurday looking Tor mon
to work ot the mill.  Mr, Notherland
and BEdmonson have a large rilroad
contraet and need men for work.

Me. Allen has the good will and
wishes of all parties and it s most
enconraging to us all to hear him
speak and gee hine writing $o entho-
ststically of the railvomd and eonn-
tey,  Woe congratulnte Medford that
such o man of ideas and publie spirnt
has taken holid of our loeal enter-
prises, which is an assuranes ol sue-
e8RS,

A son of Conteactor Beainhord
arvived at Batte Falls on Saturday on
a visit to his father,

Boeulal Hildreth, who has been on
his homestead for some time, loft for
the valley on Sunday on business

There is much dissatisfaction at
the Washington deeisions on home-
<lead matters, it nppearing thut near-
Iy all the rulings, apparently mis-
construe the homestend lanw and ape
iy the law  of  departmental  rul-
iu;.:- to homestondors
Formulated,

ns b 1% now
and foils to consider the
lnw ot the time of the enteies. 1 s
the evident intention to deprive the
homestender of his home upon tech-
menl grounds and unfavornhble views
takon of homestenders' richts,  The
timber and the rail-
roads ean get and hold all the Tnnd,
but the humble homestender has no
considerntion. 1t justion was moeted
out to all alike no complaint would
be moade. A homestender onnnot he
absent o few days or weeks withont
it 15 construed he does not resido
upott his homestend nnd that he seeks
the timber. What is the essentinl
difference if a man, throngh: his
homestend holdings, by selling the
timber on (M same, buviog for him-
gelf and a family a small tract where
he ecan enjoy the henefits of school
permanent
home? Woas it not the intention to
give him a home, and is it expepted
thnt he must alwavs live
homestend T The spirvit of the home-
stend liw does not contemplinte this,
and  the attach
wny conditions interfering with the
alienation of the lond any more thon
nr-
pose 5 showy oll the way From the
meeption of the homestead right to
It 1= very ensy o sit
thansnnds of

syiddientes, the

and -'nt'iel_\‘. sSfCures n

npon the

government ennnot

an individual when an honost

alienntion.
i neushjoped chaoir,
ill'”-
worthy men nnd women
their homes, It i=s
about time n change

miles nway, nud pass upon the
e=t lnbors of
und  eontisente

was minde and

Van Dyke’s
1For Winter Wear

Your winter clothing Is essential to your health these colder days.

Step In and let ue ¢

fiow you

KNIT SWEATERS at ..$1.50 to $6.00

COTTON AND WOOLEN UNDERWEAK al, per garment 50c to
$1.50.

CORDUROY CLOTHING, Slickers and Pubber Clothing

WOOLEN HOSIERY, Gloves, Etc., at all prices.

WINTER SHOES in low and high tops, for street and field wear,

an Dyke’s

e e g—
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bing
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Mre. Vestal s Edsnll's within three miles

the piece of county rond under his of the Falls,

shoulil wake and Keop in
tion this roml,
Engineer Bevoridgs hos

< Wit
T '
socinlisl =,

doing good work on’ onmp

Perry Subdivision

THIS PLACE POPULARLY KNOWN
AS THE |. W. THOMAS PLACE TO
BE DIVIDED INTO

10 ACRE TRACTS

BEST LAND IN ROGUE RIVER
VALLEY, FOR SALE BY

WHITE & TROWBRIDGE Agdents,
J. A. PERRY Owner

NOW 1S YOUR CHANCE TO GET SOMETHING GOOD.

Money Saved

In The Purchase OFf The
Various Necessities OFf Life

Is Money Made

There is no easier or better way to make money by

saving it than to buy your Lumber, Shing es, Etc., from




