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THREE LAND LATS
10 BE REPEALED

Secretary Hitcl k is Deter~
mined that the Next Congress
Shall take Action on the Tim-
ber and Stone Act, the Com~-
muted Homestead and the
Desert Land Laws. .

Wasuinaton, D; C, Aug. 16:—
The 58th Congress, when if regular-
1v sesembles in December, will be
called npon to remove from the
statute books three laws under
which the government has been sys-
tematically robbed each year of
hundreds of thousands, if not mil+
Jions, of dollars’ worth of public
Jands, The robbers are mot in all
cases violating the letter of the law,
and as long aa these three laws re-
main in force thsy cannot be
renched, but they are violaling the
gpirit of the law, and escape only
on technicalities. The fight began
in thelast dayeof the 5Tth Congress
to bring about the repeal of the tim-
ber and stone act, the deeert land
act, the commutation ecleuse of the
homestead act, is to be renewed with
vigor, and the friends, as well as
the enemies of reform, are even now
preparing to enter the fray, ench
gide determined to win.

Secretary Hitchooek is favorable
10 a' sweeping reform in all land
matters. The pentiment in favor
of reform is growing, butany at-
iempt at such radical reform as is
proposed by the Secretary wouid be
met with failure. Reform legisla.
tion, to paea Congress, must be to
some extent conservative, o sort of
compromise measura, Congress will
never consent to the repeal of the
timber and stone act, unless some
suitable legislation is enaoted pro-
viding & new but equitable means
by which public timber lands may
be acquired. It is possible that
some legiclation may be framed au-
thorizing the sale of timber from
the public domain, ¢ practice that
is now prohibited, but for which
there ia more or less demand.

A more congistent fight can be
made on the commutation clause
of the homestead law than on elther
of the laws above specified, hut a
number of \Western Congressmen,
men of infloence, too, are fighting
the repeal of this law, on the ground
that it would unnecessarily hard-
ehip settlers, On the other hand,
advocates of repeal asserts that any
man who sincerely enters 160 acres
under the homestead law, with the
intention of making it his perma-
nent home; could certainly not
object to being obliged to live on
his Iand for five years, nud to cul-
tivate and improve it, They insist
that a bona fide settler, a settler
of the desirable olass, would do
this, regardless of the law; would
do it in his own interest, and would
much prefer to aequira title by
residence, than by paying cash for
the land after be had resided there
on for 14 months,

Is is more than probable that
Binger Hermann will be made a
member of the Publie Landa Com-
mittes in the next house. Hiasix
years' experience as Commissioner
of the general land office has given
him aainsight into the workings
of the public land laws that have
been enjoyed by few men, and his

advice would ba eagerly sought on

all oocensions when important land
problems were pending.

The mention of Mr. Hermann in
connection with the public land
lawa recalle the faet thata law,
more vicious than any of thoss that

are now before the public eye, ‘has
for years been the suljeot of attack
by Hermann, and his inﬁuunug in
the next Congress can certainly be
counted on to bring about an ab
golute repeal of the llku land' lnw,

It is alleged by, many that the
passage of the National irrigation
lasw has lurgely done nway withithe
necessity for’ the desert-land act,
dut this assertion will de called into
question. It is & fact that the
Government has deen swinded ont
of many thousanbs of acres of
grazing and aven agrioultural land
by persons who have operated under
the desert land law, and so long as
that law continues in its present
foim these frauds can never be en-
tirely arrcsted, Violations of the
desert-land law have not been so
extensive on the Pacific Coast as in
the states east of tha Rocky Moun-
tains, particularly in Montana.
But even in those states the desert
Maw hag many friends as well as
enemies,

WE KNOW HOW T0
PACK APPLES

From the Ban Franclseo Chronlole.

It ie stated that Callfornia now shipy
about 850,000 boxes of apples & year to
Great Beitlan, and that with more care
In packing, the eale would increase very
largely._ A number of Oregon packers,
who engege In the buslness with the
determination to perfect puoking, reg.
ularly outsell any Calllornia apples by
nbout $1 a box, This [s not because the
applen are better, but beeause the
packing i1 better;the result is that gince
but a few Oregon packers nre lo the
busineas, all of whom do good packing,
Dregon npples have come lo be re-
garded o the British markets us
“better' than California apples. Pres.
tige earned in thin way is well de-
sarved, and we respeotfully take off
our hats to Oregon; but it Is dlsgracelul
that our Callfornia shippers ghould
compel us kv do so.

REJECTED THE
CANAL TREATY.

WasHiNGToN, Aug. 17.—A cable-
gram dated August 12, has been
received at the State Departicent
from Minister Beaupre, at Bogota,
gaying that the Panama Canal
treaty hae heen rejected by the
Colombian Senate. President Roose-
velt was divised of the news. Mr.
Beaupre's telegram being ferwarded
to Oyster Bay.

5, P, to Penslon Employes.

The Bouthern Pacille pension system
has bean put into operation, aod 35 old

ployes of the 3 have bsen re-
tired under its provisions, Among them
are G. Ewald, transportation depart-
ment, lines In Oregon. The work of
the penslon board ls still nofinlshed,
and & oumber of high officials will
probably be placed on the retired list in
a short time. Among thess are: Joseph
L. Wilcutt, seoretary of the Central
Pacific, the Southern Paflfic and other
roads in the Paclfic system; Captain
N. T. Smith, treasurer of the Southern
Paeific Company; T, H. Goodman,
general passenger agent of the Bouth-
ern Pavifio; Jerome Madden, land agent
of the Sovthern Pacific Company; J.
N. Hanford, paymaster of the Southern
Paoific Company; 5. Black Ryan,
tax atlarpey of the Southern Pacifie
Company. All the above oftiicers are
over the pension age limil of 70 years
and all have been in the service of the
company {or more than the prescribed
20 years.

Prosperity in Old Michigan,

The following is from a Michigan ex-
change and In it istold the conditions
which prevall among [Iarmers, which
are not uolike the conditions found
upon the farms In Oregon :

Cin every hand oue can ses evideoces
{of proaperity. The old dllapldated eall
{and board fances aro fast giving way o
nent wnd substantiel wire ones, The
barne and sheds are baing ropalired nnd
repainted and in many Instandes new
anes are taklng the place of the ol
New and oomfortable residerces aro
alao springing up here snd thore and
everyiliing pointsto n roturn of happy
days on the farm,

INATURAL WONDER | .. oo

Crater Lake Party More than
Pleased Wifh What They Saw
—A Brief Story of the Trip to
the Lake—Urand Scenery and
a Merry Party to Enjoy It,

A member of the tland Crater
lake party has given the Portland Ore-
gonisn the following account of thelr
trip. After glving the personuel of the
party he sayst:

“It I probably the merrest party
that has ever traveled over the hille to
this great natural wonder of Oregon,
Leaving Portland Aupgust 4th by the
Southern Pacifie, they were tracslerred
W wagons at Medford, arriving at
Crater lake on time Baturday
oight, August 8, with the exceptlon of
eome freight. The long ride through
the cool, enticing shadows of the yellow
plne forests was brightened by sallles
and bon mots without number, and the
inaplration of the noble canyons of the
Rogue river, |ts waterfalls and marvels
ous natural bridge brought out qualnt,
pletaresque metaphors and curious le+
gends such sa might well becomo & por-
manent part of Pacifio const 1{terature.

“Joaguin Miller was in his happlest
voin, his wit and fantasy finding fresh
opportunity to vent tsell at every turn
In the road, Dr, Hill was the humorist
of mnother wagonload, a jovial glant,
bent on seeing that everybody about
him ehould get the bast out of his va-
catlon, President Campbell, always n
brillinnt reconteur, kept op o perpetual
laugh at the othér end of the cavaleade,
while Senator Fulton's shrewd humor
and good senss gave the needed sploe
of diversity,

YAt Eagle Polnt, filteen miles be-
yond Medford, there was p campiire
thut will live long in the mamory of
thosa who wore present. The whole
country side for miles around had as-
sembled 1o do honor to the visltors, and
the stirriog intensity and lolty strain of
feeling shown in the Impromptu
speeches; together with much clever
repartes, brought out ringing applause
from the people of Eagle Point. Jouquin
Miller gave s superb tribute to Oregon
for her part in the Indian wars, plecing
thisstate before all others in the Union
for the brave men she gave and the
Oregon gold she colped for the caunse.
The battle of Table Rock wus touched
upon with much dramatic fervor and
vivid imagery—a battle in which some
of those present had laken an actlye
part.

A lively seramble down the madssy
steeps of the pleturesque Htle waterfall
on the country place of J. H. Steward,
of Medford, wasn featore of the next
earmmp, This Is situated in the heart of
the forest, thecharming vistas and wild-
wool glens couging Jorquln Miller to
exclaim that he could not wish heaven
Itaell to ba more delightlul and entrane-
ing In Its beanty. The ruetic coltoge.
with its wide vorandas, was flled with
trophles of chuase and pine wood curios,
The campfire talks Ingpired by the rare
bospitality of the owners were nuite as
notable as at Eagle Point.

At the notural brldge, whers Rogue
river diaappears Into the living rock to
come out of its prison-house & foaming
torrent, It was found that the horaes,
although the best obtainable, were not
quite equal to the task of carrylng the
generous load of table supplles provided
by Mr. Steal up the m?unbaln on schad.
ule time, This will explain why the
company of 27 people arriving ut Crater
lake about sunset Saturday night fouund,
nfter walting two hours, that the cook,
with his supplies, was encamped at the
bass of the Thia Itated
a marry scramble of & mile down the
motntain invhe moonlight. But Bunday
moening found all encamped 1 good
shape on the rim of the lake, engaged
in #ludying the marvelol changing
tints of wuter and rocky cllff na the
sun moved wustward,

Oun Monday, August 10, a party of
about 30 people, uoder the guidance
of Captain O, C. Applegate, who was

| near by, elimed Castle moun-
tain, whieh is 8175 feet Irom sea level,
or 1000 fest nbove the camping ground,
Senator Fulton, Dr. Hill, Mr. Wheeler
and soon, who remaloed hehind, lm-
proved the time'by taking & swim ‘In
the lake.

Today (Tuesday) Is one of eager an-
ticipation, aa the new boat furnished
by the United States Government is to
be lsunched by meane of ropes from
the eliff 1o the lako, 1000 fest below,

Everyhod¥ declares he is baving the
best time of his life. Venlson i a
popular dish today, two hunters haviog
brought in two deer.

hodul

woelt lrom Nome with $250,000 o gold

ruml 130 puesengers on board,
«i Hon. Maleolm A Moody has just re- |

celved ootiee from the Commissioner
ol Pansiona that theolnim of Lewis Law:
ley, of The Dalles, hns been allowed at
$8 0 montk from June 37, 1902, This

Indlan War vetersn act of the above
dunte, thereby recogulaing ns penalon-
nlile the volunteers who fulled to deaw
the pay allotted to them by the War
Department for their sorvices sgainet
the Indlans In the early days when
avery man and every lorse that could
be spared {rom the scattered settloments
of Oregon and Washington were called
upon to protevt the llves mnd property
of the ploneers.

At a mesetlng of prusegrowers held
at Balem last Saturday & movement was
started for the orgaaization of 8 mutual
insarance company, for the Insurance
of prune dryars, Tho growers wers
agreed thas the insurance companies
obarge too high a rate of premium for
this class of riske, and that the cost
could be greatly reduced by co-opera-
tive sotlon. Itie intended that the in-
surance asgsocintion shall sccept mem-
bers throughout Oregon and Waehing-
ton and transuoct business only on prune-
dryers sod warchouses. The new or-
ganization will have np ronnection with
uny of thoe other prunegrowers' masooias
tions, ‘

The officers and enlisted men at Fort
Stevens sro engaging In & series of sor-
vica drills: that will continue for &
period of ton days or two weeks, The
antire force at the poat is encamped in
tents on the reservation and I8 living
under practicnlly the same conditions
a8 1 the United Stales was at war with
suother pation and oo cnemy's fleat
was expeoted to attempt nn entranes of
the Columbia river. To make thealtu-
ation as reallstio ns possible, the Quar-
termaster's Departmont ateamer Major
Goy Howard makes dolly eruises nbout
the mouth of the river, and the.big
guns are trained on her and fired with
blank cartrliges, Everything at Fort
Btevens is now on A& war footing and
will so continue until these deills are
completed.,

Dr. L, W, Brown, of Eugene, relates
a most peculiar clroumstance, He was
called to Cottage Grove Friday night to
asalet in an operution to romove an ays
from Mrs. Hunnoicutt, who has beon
‘blind in one oye for 35 years, and it had
been deamed sdvisable to remove the
nseless member. The oporation was to
be performed’ noxt morning, snd the
womsn wns placed on the operating
table, and the attending’ surgeons got

their instruments is renaioess for the
operition, when the woman shoutod
that tho Lord bad restorsd hor sight.
Thosa in attendance were greatly sur-
priced at this outborst, but the good
oye wns olosed anid she wis shown
sevaral artleles and could see them
E}alnly with the eye thit had been

lind for years and éalled the artioles
by name. There wers hall o dozen wite
nesses of the oonurrenca and wll wors
dumbfounded, ‘The woman hnd spent
geveral hours in prayer previous to Lhe
time for tho operation and just boefore
ﬁolu: onthe oparating table offared a

nal prayer toQod Lo restore hor sight,
She naturally feele that her prayer was
snswored.

OREGON APPLES
BRING T0P FRICE.

From (ke Froitman's Hulde,

“The apple plungers have staried at
thelr fall work, News reached the
Gulde office this week that a Chleago
house by Its representatives purchased
an Oregon orclined eatimated 1o contain
some 7,000 boxes on an '&ll ronnd’ basis
—all varieties and slzes—at 81,60 a box,
This la nervy, or rather risky buyiag,
to say the least of It. Shipments sbroad
will have to realize eleven shillings,
about $#2.65, for the shipper 10 come
out at tho right end of the horn.

“*Prices are igh, auyhow, right now
in Oregon and the growers have seta
general aaking price of $1.25 to $1 .45 1,
0. b, cars”

Hureah for Southern Oregon! Gul
darn her pletur', she alwayn was &
trump card, We have known [t all the
time—and It ia gratilylog to now real.
ize that others are of the same oplnlon,

These Teachers Were Successful.

The following teachore waere euocess:
ful at the regular teachera’ examination
held In Jackeonville, Aug. 12, 18 and
14th.

First grade: David P. Mathowe,
E. E. Emith, Nettia Thompson, Efle
Woeiss, Fthelyo Hurley.

Sapond grade: Mamie Rippey, Helen
Whait, Martina Thells, Faonie Hewos,
Viola Prelster, Chreistinn MaoTavish,
Agnes Mooro.

Third grada: Mns
Hawes, Kate Hroad.

Pelmary grende: Harrler F

Curry, Lillie

Ginnlerya,

Elln Griffith, Mrs. M. Peter,

pension edtublished a new rollng on the |
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CALIFORNIANS WILL
APE OREGONIANS.

They Are Going to Pack Their
Frult As We Do in Oregon—
Oregon Urchards a Treat to the
Eye,

From the Callfornia Frultman's Goide:

A, B, Greenway, general manager in
the Uniled States of E, A. O'Kelly &
Co,, of London, returned recently from
4 trip o the apple seotions of Californls
and Oregon, He expresses himselfl s
highly dellghted and {mpressed with
the nppesrance of the apple oropsis
both states, The Pejaro Valley, ho
veatures to predict, will turn out &
much better orop than it has in the pask
three or four years. Newtowns show a
good and full'c;op and Bellflowers aro
aveo fuller, Mr. Grecoway noticed thak
the Pejaro Valloy orohardists mro tak-
Ing more care ol thalr orchards; thay
are thinning out cooscientiously and
spraying 18 now almost univereal,

""The Oregon orchards,” eald Mr_
Greonway, “'are a veritable troat to the
eye, The ¢rop fe a good one, Thp
Newtowns are o lurge crop, even if nos
eo full ms the other varieties and the
apples are looking remarkably fine and
clean,

“‘In Oalifornia there will be lesé five-
tier applea than ever before, The grow-
ord have learned their little lasson
from exverlonce’ and are hunting lor
four-tier stock, 1 look for o great im-
provement v the Californinns® paeking
und grading this season wnd baliova
that they will emulate Oregon In theso
regards.’"

JARERIES MADE
PAIR WAGES

Krom thoe Ban Feaoclsco Examiver,

One of the most succulent moreels In
the aftarmath of the big fight was tho
pize of the “'gate.'’ Past mastars io tho
artof wheedling money out of the pul-
He rolled tholr eyes and smncked thele
lipe every time the amount of the groes
recelpts wis rocalled, It wae propho-
aled that It wonld he a long time beforo
#2340 would jingle into n pugiiistio
boxofMes in thie city again,

Of thls nmount $624728.60 weot (o

Opinions of Some of Our Citizens !
—Serious and Otherwise

. —_—

Ralph Woodford:—"Wa reached Ash
lnsud Tuesduy noon with our Crater
lnke crowd. There were just an even
thirty fiva In the party, counting the
tepmetors. Thord were oight Leams
nnd we made the trip without any. seri-
ous wooideat, oxoept thnt Sam Harnlsh,
ol Esgle Polot, Tost one of his liorses:
It was u fpe animal, and It dropped
dead in the barncess within 4 shott dis-
tanoa ol the Indisn Ageney. The
orowd chipped fa & dollar or two eaoh
sod ralsed fifky dollars for him and he
bought another borse (rom sn lodjan.
Say, funny thing about the Indian he
bought the horse from. He 1s ons of
ihe resarvation Indinos and evidently
geta drunk every timo sn opportunity s
prosented. A few weoks ago he in=
dulged 1oo [recly in red liquor and
was arrested; tried and sentenced to
dig 1200 post holes, as & peosliy lor the
offense. He dug 800 holes, and as this
wa all the holes needed i that time
the romninder of the {lne was remiited,
but no econer wus he o free Indisn than
did be go 611 himsell up again wilh
hilarious booze. This happened the
day befors we: renchad the Fort. He
wan triod again for being drunk and was
sentenced to epllt 1200 posts and be had
commenced working oot his sentence
the morning we eaw him. Bay, that
fellow must bave a thirst liken cow, I
wont ont and dug & posthole yesterday
just to get an iden bow muny 800 would
be when they were propeely  dug.
United Statos Senator Fulton and his
fwmily were with tho crowd. The eon-
ator g one of the best fellows [ averanw
in & crowd of that kind. He wes equnl
to all oceasions, one of thoso fellows
who fits in almost any place. Ag the
farmer wonld sny of bis tenm—good' for
plow purpo+es on work days apd real,
tasty driyers for choroh purposes on
Bunday., He was in Mr, Lindley's 'load
and it was amusing to see him helping
Mr. Lindley aurry hig horses—and he
knows how to do it, all right. Jeff
Hamlin wns the handy man ol the
growd, 1fany of the teamstars got inte
troubla Jeff was on hand w help fix
things up. He's an all 'round, gener-
ous, good fellow and we couldn't have
kept house without him. The orowd
enjoyed the trip Immenscly well aod T
baliave next year a larger crowd than
ever will visit the Iake.”

B, G. Vun Dyke:—"How'a frall, was
that what you asked? Why, my dear
gir, 1 hayve no froit—not now, but you
wall n few yearannd 1 will be markat-
ing Oregon red and yollow apples 1k
Voorhies, Lawis, Stewart, Whitmuny,
Owell nnd the several other big growers

are now. I have ns inews Bty nore or- :

chard of npples aod peirs now growlpg | Joltes, Astheactunl time of fighting

R you oftentimes see. | have 160 aeren ! 01 1495 than hialfan hour, he received

of land In my furm but [ do not thiak | 'l‘j‘-”;‘" thun $1,000'n minute for stogglog
Jurbett,

will putout sny mure orchard. Filuy
noros will bo ndout all' 1 can properly
attend to. Yousee my farm is mude
up of good alfalfin and grain land and
I ¢an hardly got mysalf ontol the notion
that T oan make money lrom growlng

It may be that Jeffries will object to
bl enrnings being Mgured on o thirty.
minute basls, as he lost the entlre day
over the job, But aven then $32.5498,60
i n fnlrly good return.  For that mat-

grain and hay. 1 have twonty acres of
alfalfa and I have cut alroady two erops
thia sesson and will col & thied ocrop
from some of It. Somo of the field']
am now pasturing. 1 will get five tong
or & litle better to the sore. Lasl voar
I out over six tons to the more. I'am
sgolug to sow elghtesn wecres more to
alfalla noxt year, No, my land is not
sticky—it s pretty much all river bot-
tom. In my opinion sticky land is not
& good alfslia producer, The soll ssems
too heavy and cold. The best alfalla
land is froo soil where the hardpan ia
not too near the surface, 1 know of sav-
eral parties who have tried It on stloky
land and {t was not A success, My
wheat crop was light thie year—too dry.
Right st present Ume my loog sniv 1s
dairyiog, | am milklng twelve cows
and they are averaging me about § a
oow per month, Tholowest price I have
received for buttor fab per pound wae
twanty cents, and the highest thirly.
In July the price pald was Lwanty-iwo
cents, 1| smehlpplog o the Ashland
eroamery. 1 wak dolng buniness with
that oreamery when the one in Mediord
started and it'a protty hard Lo break
away when a fellow ls being treatad
square, "'

J, A, Perry:—""Yen, I am buying trait,
There In not mneh graln o buy this
ronnon and a1 have sorl o' gotten (nto
the notionof buylhg a good bit of
something every fall, T Kave decided to
taokle fruit—thglr is lots of thet and T
ought to bo able loget hold of several
anrlonds. Inall probuabilities I &Il Wwen

my purchascs ovor to thy Frult Grow-
ora Union, The Unlon bing rented part

of my warehoukd for their packors.’

B

| presgh ot 10 4, M,

ol my offise for thele seopotiry nnd ||,|r{|

tar, one might take inta condidération
the five weekn Jeff dpent in training

and argue that the game was worth

the candle, Reckoniog that way, Jaff-
rics han earoed over 80,000 a week. If
he could mannge to keep his date boolk
full ks emoluments would reseh oloen
Lo §340 000 p year, and that s enough
to make Presldent Roosevell's snounl
stipend lopk like car fare, ]

Corbett didn't do 8o had, sither. Hin
sbare of the taklngs was $10,500.00.
The Yosemlta Olub, which, like tho
man at the top ol the ladder, “did all
tha work", had to contest itsell with, a
paltey  $1H,702,

From thess Ggures it is us plalp ui'a
pllcestafl that ohamplooship pogilisn
pays. The prowpact is so alluring that
there is wlk of formlog o company thp
ohject being o soonr tho highways and
byways of tha world in search nf A0mn
husky young glant capable of lowerlog
Joffries’ oolora, [tis generally conced-

od there Is no known heavy-weight at
presont In sight who in equil to the teei.

AMONG THE CHURCHES,

FIRST M. X CHURCH,

Pronching noxt Sunday morniog nnd
ovening, at tha usual hours by the pas
tor.  All are invited.

PRESHYTERIAR CHURCH,

Pronching Augost 204 st 11 . m, by
Itev. O. H. Hoxio. Other services ns
usunl, No prenching in the evening,
All wre invited wo attand these serviges,

Rev. W, B, Binenns, Pantor,
HAITISY CHUTOH,

Sabblath wohool IO M, Wi, Davis
ot 13 Y. 1 UL T M Loon Howned
Progidont, fev, Jamos Kelpo  will
It 19 dealeed thiny
the maorbyrs, 4o fne ws poesiblie; bo pre-
Hont—no proatohine [n the gvaning,

T 1L CiaxnALr, Pastor,




