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FROM THE FRONT.

[Copyright, 1805, by American Press Associs
tion. |

It was a two story frame honse,
painted white and with green blinds,
and it stood a little way back from
the road that wonnd through a narrow
valley low hills of second
growth timber.  In front of the house
was a big, heavily fraited chersy treo.
A boy was perched upon a ladder
among the branches, filling a tin pail

between

| tramp through the dust and under tho EARTHQU‘\[\I‘ I\'DICA'“‘R

with the ruby frait, his fingers flying as .

if he were competing with the birds,
who seemed to think they had a mort-
gage on all the cherries in the neighbor-
hood. But his haste had another cause,
His mother had but a moment before
told him that when he had filled the pail
three times he might go to the postoflice,
a mile farther down the valley, and in-
quire for the mail.

The boy knew his mother to be quite
as anxious as he that the trip should be
made to the postoffice. For more than a
week his daily visit after the mail had
been fruitless, and he was certain she
was worrying, in spite of her usual air
of cheerfulness, for the head of the lit-
tle family was at the front. wearing a
bloe uniform, and vagune rumors were
afioat of a bloody battle in Pennsviva-
nia.

Singularly enough, the mail had late.
ly failed to bring newspapers, us well as
letters, and it had not been possible to
borrow from the neighbors as usaal. The
boy and bis mother had not talked much
on the matter; bus, whatever his mother
thought, he suspected bad news in the
papers—news that wounld explain why
there were no letters. He was impatient
to go to the postoffice, but he dreaded
the visit, too, and this made him climb
down the ladder slowly when at last
the pail was filled for the third time.

As his feet tonched the earth he heard
the rattle of wheels, and looking around
he saw Deacon Nelson’s big bay horse
and decent black democrat wagon, driven
by the deacon himself, draw near. The
deacon's countenance, which was gen-
erally smiling and jolly, was very sol-
emn now, and the face of the deacon’s
wife, who sat on the back seat under a

gingham parasol, was tear stained. As
the deacon slowly got cut of the wagon
and tethered the horse he asked, with a
fine show of cheerfulness:

*Has vour mother heard from the
elder in aday or two, Jehn? Nor Well,
Marthy and e was jost driving by, and

we thonght we'd make a little visit, von

see, just to ask ¥ YOUT curn crop was
getting on, yon know.’" Then, to his
wife in an ondertope. he sai 1' “Now,

be carefal, Marthy. it’s
all right It must be all right, I tell
you.”

The deacon was one of the chief pil-
lars in the chorch of which the boy’s fa-
ther, before going to the front, had hee a
pastar, and, like all in that neighborbos
and similar neighborhoods, the <den
always spoke of his minister as “the
elder.” 'This minister had bemn
spoken in bis patriotism doring the
vear of the war. During the second b
had induced many of the neizhbarhood’s
ablebodied men to enlist.  Early in the
third he had hi uself marched away as
their captain, with the young men from
his own congregation who bad offers d
themselves to their connirs
was dounbtful about his father’s & r}
before the deacon spoke, ke was not .;"t-
erward. It seemed to his young mind as
if the deacon hassaid batween his andi-
ble waords:

“The elder is killed, boy!
hear? Killed!” N

John hurried into the hounse with his
pail of cherries, kissed his mother and
started on a runp for the postofice, It
was 1 hot day, but he did not mind the
heat. It is doubtful if bhe Enew it was
hot. He thought only of the bare possi-
bility that he might ges aletter address.
ed to his mother or himself in his fa-
ther’s dear handwriting, and he ran till
pature was exhaunsted and be bad to
gtop and rest under the shadow of a big
buttonball tree by the side of the road.
When he had regained his Lroeath, he
started on again, but this time at a
more moderate psce, and he
proached the little general store whers
the postoffice was L' :pb his footsteps
lagged. He was afraid hewould recoive
the same answer that he had for davs

con

out-

first

Do ¥cn

“as an-

“Nothing today, souny. Tell your
mother the papers missed this weok
No, there is no letter. Iswan, | wish

there was. ™'

That wus just the answer tho b
receive when at Juast he crept iurn the
store botween two tuned he
forks and wooden hand rakes, hnt ti
was this addition by the k n.r'll':. Id post-
master to

iV i1l

rows af

the dreaded words that told
the story of no mail:

“Tell your mother that we may get
another mail today, and if we do we'll

» send anything that comnes for you right

ﬁp- " >
There was no regular servico to the
little postoffice, for ndbrailroad ran
through the narrow valley, but the mail
was brought from the county seat, 11

miles distant, at intervals by any cne |

who went that way.
During the bov's wearv homeward

burning rays of the sun ho thought only
of how he should tell his mother there
was still no mail.

When bhe reached home,
half dozen ~whito haired farmers,
clad in Sunday black, standing about thy

he found a

yard under the shade of the trees. There
were no young or middle aged men

there, for all such in that neighborhood
had gone to the war with their beloved

N0, THERE 1S NOLETTER.”

preacher. As the boy entered the yard

all |

| Telephone to Be Used in Mexico

for That Purpose.

An Original Plan Devised Whereby the
People of the Volennle Zone May
Be Warned of Approach-
Ing Peril

Senor Franciseo Estrada, prof essor
of phvsies in the state college of San
Lauis Potosi, Mexico, has submitted an
original plan to the povernment for

I foretelling earthiuakes in the voleanie

one of the men hastily stuck n nowspa- |

per, from which he had been reading to
the others, into his pocket.

In the little parlor of the white house
there were several women younger than
Dencon Nelson's wife. Their husbands
were soldiers, too, and at the front with
the preacher. The boy's mother was sit-
ting in the center of a circle of kneeling
women, her eves set and  tearless, but
there was a sound of subdued sobbing
from som9e of the athers. Tho deacon
was just beginuning a praver.

“Duear Lord, our heavenly Father,
quavered the deacon in tender and rev-
erent tones. Then he stopped. What
was that?

.

| tion

The boy’s ear was not the only one |

that canght the sound of fife and drom,
the fife plaring merrily, **Rally Round
the Flag. Boys, Rally Once Again''—

you know how it souands, reader—while |
the drumsticks were beating out the |

time in lively measore
A moment more, and the rattle of a
wagon coming down a stony slope in
the road was heard. Then there was a
cheer, and the tife and drum changed to
“*Yankee Doodle. " Presently the wagon,
in which sat the postmaster bhimself,
the blacksmith, the cooper and the boys
who were playving the ftife and
drove poisily op. The old postmaster
most fell out of the wagon and s
up the path to the door. He t
renthless, but he held aloft in hig band
yellow envelope.
“It's from the eldur,
from the elder!
his handwriting, and
since the bart!
sald to the x
out.™’
Lverybody pathered an

drum

al

was qu

he ga

the postmark

v Upen it
¥ 'S mothur,

ma'am, " he
“and v

yand

hwr as sh

missive, but 1t wasn’'t cpened

ar she {.1..'-.'. 1 before she voald

cut time ¢nvelope. It was not long. It
said:

“Dear WirFe asp S Jons—1 kave

been hurt a little and lay on the field all

night, buat it is not ser d I shall

not even have togo o th

do not be woaried, Weo
great victary. and o Il“h wl wil
safely to the end and bring us
er again. ™’

“Let us sing the Doxology, “‘Prais
God, from whom all blessings flow,"
saltl Deacon Nelson, while lits eves
streamed.  Then they all sang with th
spirit and the anderstnmding also. Whey
the singing was over, the newspaper

that had beem hidden from the bov was
broughtonr. Ittoldof the b
tysburge, and the name of
i the list of the missing.

Theelder did Hyve to co

e hons o

and on every Decoration day sinee th
establishment of Jflint beant Hidny
he has made a talk over the soldiors’

back of the
of which be is stiil
I. D Magsuars.

graves in the Jirtleeo
church in the valley,
nastor.
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Eneh star for liberty.
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Horoes, who teiled thronzh all the o
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who fledd where the hlue sky o'vrarches

st ¥ holdds.
—Willizam H
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The pride and power and 2afoty of the north
~Henry Petersan
B e
= =

Strew the fair parlands where slambeer the
deald,
Ring out the straing ke the swell of the sea
Heartfelt the tribinte we oy on cach e,
Bound o'er the hrave the refrain of the free,
Sound the refrain of the loyal and eee,

Visit each sleeper and hallow ench bed,
Wave the starred banner from scacoast to sen.
Grateful the living and honored the dewd.

—Samuel F. Smith.
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zone of Mexieo, by mweans of the tele-
phone; says the =t. Lonis Globe-Demo-
erat.  Ninee the enrthognnke
which visited -the V :1”1"\' of Mexien on
November 2 Jast, killing eighteen per-
sons, he has made a special study of
this of disturbances and their
preceding signs, He has been making:
a long study of means of prediction for
these destructive disturbances, and is
sure he has made a discovery of value,
which value can only be appreciated
by the inhabitants of the voleanic re-
gions.  In the course of his very inter-
esting report the author says:

“With the telephone and the more
recent invention, the microphone. and
with daily simultaneous observations,
taken in the voleanic zone, which com-
prises Vera Cruz, Pucbla, Mexico and
Guadalajura, 1 believe it possible to
definitely  prognostieate ecarthquakes
and voleanie eruptions, as the result of
the great interiorchangesof the earth,
which ehange the geologicnl construe-
of our land. The that
trouble our lopg-distunce telephones
that use the carth to complete the cir-
cuits. noises hitherto unexplained, 1
believe from my repeated observations
are originated from  two  principal
enuses, atmospheric  eleetricity and
underground electrical currents, which
come from depths more or less great.

stronr

class

nolses

In the first case they are casily dis-
tinguished by exterior signs, such as
storms. thunder, lightning, ete., but
there are times when, the nir being
perfectly  still, singular  noises  like

murmurings, sam! storms, blows or the

I rubbing of n rough body upon the in-
strament are heard at the telephone.
As this instrument is the most sensi-

it is suitable for
recognition of the approaching
scismological phenomena, which cause
such great terror t ﬂah.ﬂ itant of
voleanie zones. l propose the ra

study of the fol-

tive known, 1 judge

toy th

these phenomenn by

lowinyr

s on of varioas telenhone
i let one coninect the eentral gov-
s t et r ricin]l  observatory
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DOG THAT WORMS TOCBACCO.

Thn: 1«
1 Hand.

hentueky Cantne Hired Out as a

Speaking of

of

ever hear

owned I-_v. J wh t
Vanarsdull. 3 Wit in
Moerevr v m Ui Uik v
Tires. . r Iwats [ Iir
and Tom Quintm® wesall holler. 1l
is worth his weight o zold, e 1~
tobaceo, He begins ot the ond of the
row and goes down the line at oa lvely
ait, amd no i= left to o2 th
tile of the desolation wrough [T
doyr learmesd this trick by follow r
Durr's Littie bows. When the bovs
would start down the row the dog
would follow along,

After watching the youngsters

severnl days thedog cansht on

amd taok

work himself L rrent

to it, One day Il\.-‘: went oont to
tobaceo m mrnud hiis }"""i“
ine in the shade, which was notl a
strange thing for bovs to da. ~Why
the devil ain't vou worminge tobgeens”

he yelled, *Nel's dodngs 10" they velleil
back. Durr went to the pateh "amd
fouml the biz pointer doe bmsily en-
gaged in worming the plants, and he
was doing it faster than both the bovs
vounld hive done. ]- e wus tiellod 1a
death,  After his own pateh had 1»-. n
wurmed he hired the dog ont to his
neighhbors at one dollar ad: ALl this

can be proved by two or three revenne
men who never Ie.

An inter I i nnvd

e Lion, «n il vecent Iy
e a1t o pline | r i

I'rane A ‘:" 1 i hag
Ll Tharteenih i LY
have formed o bridoe peross the 1 I
Y v e, t. Putisns 1 f =on [ » M |
!u'----!‘ vlothy filled  with  sirpw, LT}
which the men walked ata distosee of
two  yaords aport, while their horoes,
held by the bridle. swam after them.

It is added that o raft was afterwards
made of forty sneks, upon which twenty
men sueeeeded in erossing  the river in
safety.

SURE SIGN OF EARLY DECAY.

Fromature Development In Children Gen-
crally Results in Imbecllity.
‘ The publie prints have Intely been
mentioning the cirenmstance of an Al-
abama woman who has reached the
age of nineteen vears without inerease
of stature beyond that of o babe of
vight months,  The ease s indeed
Lenrions, and all the more so from the
fact that she remains in good health
and in of her mival
powers, Indiseussing this lusus vaburs
a well-koown investisntor intoatiers
authropolorieal related to o e

possession phy

for the Cincinnatl Enguirer some enses |

this, dd two
or three are worth veproducing.

“The Freneh Acwde my uf
saied he, “has griven much attention 1o
mutters likke this.  They have on record
the deseription of o lad who at the age
of seven years measured four feet nine
inchies without his shoes. e Tiftod
with ease two handred pounds and was
able todo as much heavy
perfectly developed man.  But his un-
derstanding was  no greater than
usual with children of his ape,
their playthings were his favorite toys.

“Another boy, n native of Bouzan-
quet, though of strong constitution,
appeared to be stiff jointed till four
and a half years old.  During this time

in direct eontrast with

e nees,’

is

work as |

nothing further was remarkable about |

him except an extraordinary appetite.
Befor renching the age of five his
limbs beeame supple and his body  be-
gan to expand rapidly. At six vears
of ugre his height was five feet and his
bulk in proportion.  is growth was
sa rapid that every month his clothes
required to be made longer and wider,

yet e had neither sickness nor pain
e comnld lift upon  his milidlers a
welrht of  one hundred  and  6Gfty
pounds and carry it withen At the
pge of five his volee chang amd his |

beard begran to appear. and st six his
beand remarkably heavy and
all the npquestionable marks of ma-
turity were visible in him. It
thought he wonld eertainly grow
rigantic but
pects very "'l-'l'l‘ll‘“t‘\' viunished L fore
he reached the age of eight his legs
erooked, body shirank, strength dimip-
beenme wenk, and he sank
into total imbecidity,

“His rapid maturity was followed by
an even swifter deeav, and in his tenth
vear he wasted mway to o
ton and died

“The same
account of
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A PETRIFIED WOMAN.

Gash on Her ¥
cates a Violent Death.

orchead Indi-

\wfal

An

Nixty voars apo, s the Story  goes

lived at Wilkers . Greene
H. a man and wifee by the

Loavess  anid

near

v af 1
intimate

of Bridisewaters, They were
ax ol pew settlers were: savs
spordent of the St Lonis R
AL titme tand seckers emine !
Wl and beran surveving am
T Lanuds, Mrs., Lawess was g
T fut woman and attracted the at
{1 ool
i i 1t
e hy v thut 1
i fit of
ol T
Aot 1hiat tim
wns by b
co of the Loves
Lowvas prenordly s apy
g bt 44 o the
Lol bpver, tows, Wi
\ !'--'.\ weeks ago
the old eanbin. was foun
petrificd womuan. I bie

sombled te tade the
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coversl
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where it was i

watler., s soon as tie 1

settted to view, pecorniadd it

wly of her old friend amnd ned

Mrs, bowvess.  There wis the trace of o

vehinsatly wonnd on the forehead muady

by u shur instrument, cleavimnge thse

I and which st luive prodnead
1 i

banr L fevesded ol T s it
1 Plaseebis thant thae 1 t |
trichilives downinte the srave pwer
i Ewowd 1 that ther BRIV WIS
1 ¥ the boudy o the view f
the man wly fonmla
Phie micteiie ]l woman has been ex-
hi o e ¢oeroawds of curious peo-
prie
Oieer *reel Names,
| I ho ] Farr notions o
' 1 i " s
1 i 1 -
i : | 1 | Wohen at Chaiteny
dun viewing the preswdent  of the pes
bl el Lids men ot the recent ua
v I neoticeod the followine nuames
t=: The Dreanken Hoteher, the
Sow=That-Unts- Vongr, \ll Devils,
Love's alley amd the street ALl AR
Some of  these names also exist ot

Mans, and Tam told that at Doulosne-
sur-Mer there isa street with the name
of Listen if it Rains. In this latter
town there is also Tin Pot street, Arm

pros-g

of Gold street and even the Fleas mar- |

| ket

|
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for Infants and Chlldren.

FIRQY years' obsorvation of Castorin with Lho_pqtrnnnco_o!
millions of porsons, permit us to npeak of it without gunessing.
It is nunguestionably the best remedy fnr_l_'nfnn!s_:_l_nnlﬁ_mi}?_ﬂil
the world kas cver known. It is harmless, Children like it. It
gives them hoealth. Tt will save their lives. In it Mothers have
something whick is absolutely safe and practically perfect as a
child’s medicine.
Castoria destroys Worms.
Castoria allays Feverishness,
Castoria prevents vomiting Sour Curd.
Castoria cures Diarrhma and Wind Colle.
Castoria relieves Teething Troubles,
Castoria cures Constipation and Flatulenocy.
Castorin neutralizes the effects of carbonic acid gas or poisonons air.
Castoria does not contain morphine, opinm, or other narcotic property.
Castoria assimilates the food, regulates the stomach and bowels,
giving healthy and natural sleep.
Castoria is put up in one=-size bottles only. It is not sold in bulk.
Don't allow any one to sell you anything elsa on the plea or promise
that it is “ just as good ” and “ will answer every purpose.”
Bee that you get C-A-S-T-0-R~I-A.

The fac-ximile ison every

Children Cry for Pitcher’s Castoria.
e ———— Y S|

Union anetfy Stables,

[F.

MINGUS, & SON, Proprietres,

tn

uccssor to ED. WORMAN. . . . '

and stocked it with
to meet the wants of

pular stable

Having lutely e hased this [
new ries, safe vod fust teanss 1 oam prepared

T Y

ML e 1 @ =alistactory manner.

CORNER SEVENTH AND B MEDFORD, OREGON.

THE VERY BEST OF e
BRICK AND MASON WORK. i
S. CHILDZRS,

[ONTRADTOR awo BUILD

._lﬁl

I mimnutacture 8 spocndid ard
everyw i e ety
Brew [lesidenee—aonrth

MEDFORD BRICK YARD, t%

G. W. PRIDDY .,

1)1‘01)‘1‘.

MEDFORD, - - = ORECON.
First-class quaiity of Brick alwayvs on hand. Large and small ordere
!'.nll.il.._\ filled. . . . ) i ; ; i .

BRICK WORK OF ALL KINDS PHUMPT[T EXEEUTtU
* % % Uive mea call when in need of anvthing in myv line
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PETALUMA INCUBATOR CO., Petalgma,Cal.
Brancu Hovss, 231 S Main St., Los Angeles.

—Legal blanks at THe MaiL office.




