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Eight Oregon ranches join battle over grazing prohibitions

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
(apital Press

Eight Oregon ranches will
join in a lawsuit against envi-
ronmental advocates who
want to shut down grazing on
13 federal pastures for sage
grouse research.

A federal judge has
decided the ranches should
be allowed to intervene in the
lawsuit because their interests
wouldn’t be adequately repre-
sented by the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management or another
ranch already involved in the
litigation.

The Oregon Natural Des-
ert Association and two other
environmental nonprofits
claim the BLM has violated a
management plan for Eastern
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Cattle graze on rangeland in Oregon. Eight Oregon ranches have joined a legal battle

against environmental groups over grazing prohibitions.

Oregon rangeland by allowing
grazing to continue on the 13
pastures.

In 2015, the pastures were
designated as “research natural
areas” where grazing would
cease during studies on veg-
etation, which was part of the

Obama administration’s plan
for protecting the sage grouse.

A subsequent  plan
approved by the Trump admin-
istration in 2019 removed the
provisions that would halt
grazing, but a federal court
decision later reinstated the

original Obama-era plan.

The environmental plain-
tiffs then filed a lawsuit against
BLM for failing to implement
the “research natural areas,”
but the agency claims it’s been
delayed by bureaucratic pro-
cesses such as studying the

impacts of fence-building on
wildlife.

Cahill Ranches near Adel,
Ore., intervened in the lawsuit
and joined the BLM in arguing
against a temporary restraining
order against grazing sought
by environmental groups ear-
lier this year.

U.S. District Judge Michael
Simon denied that motion
in late March, ruling that an
injunction would impose a
greater burden on ranchers
than on the environmental
plaintiffs, who wouldn’t suf-
fer irreparable harm if grazing
continued.

Other ranches affected by
the litigation — Mackenzie
Ranch, Laird Ranch, Cow
Creek Ranch, Burgess Angus
Ranch, Rocking Club Cattle,

V Box Land & Livestock,
Mark Mackenzie LLC and
Tree Top Ranches — asked
to intervene in the lawsuit as
well.

The judge has now
decided they have a right to
intervene because they “do
not share the same ultimate
objective with existing par-
ties,” since they rely on dif-
ferent pastures than Cahill
Ranches.

The ranches may pur-
sue different legal argu-
ments than BLM and expe-
rience varying economic
and operational effects from
grazing prohibitions and
fence construction, the judge
said. “These distinctions go
beyond mere difference in
litigation strategy.”

H-2A sheepherder sues ranchers clalmlng antltrust Wage-ﬁxmg

By SIERRA DAWN McCLAIN
(apital Press

A Peruvian herder is
suing the Western Range
Association, a livestock
industry group, accus-
ing its members of anti-
trust violations and
wage-fixing.

According to court
records, the plaintiff is
Cirilo Ucharima Alvarado,
a Peruvian citizen who
came to the U.S. on a tem-
porary H-2A visa to work
as a sheepherder on Lit-
tle Ranch in Spring Creek,
Nev., in 2020.

Alvarado v. Western
Range Association, filed
June 1 in the U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Nevada,
alleges ranch members of
the Western Range Asso-
ciation have colluded to
artificially depress work-
ers’ wages and have vio-
lated the Sherman Anti-
trust Act, a 132-year-old
law intended to prohibit
wage-fixing agreements
between employers.

The plaintiff’s lawyers
have requested the suit be
certified as a class action.

This suit is the latest of
several attempts to sue the
range association over this
issue. Previous attempts
were unsuccessful.

The Western Range
Association is a nonprofit
association of ranchers in
13 Western states who help
facilitate the employment
of H-2A foreign workers

for herding livestock.

Sheepherders in the
H-2A visa guestworker
program are typically from
Central and South Amer-
ica, often from Peru, a
country with a long history
of sheep husbandry.

In court documents,
the suit alleges that herd-
ers apply for jobs through
the Western Range Associ-
ation, which then assigns
them to ranches, giv-
ing them “no meaning-
ful opportunity to shop
between ranches for bet-
ter treatment or decent
wages.”

David Seligman, exec-
utive director of Towards
Justice, the nonprofit law
firm that brought the suit,
said sheep farms should
have to compete for work-

ers, and workers should
have more options.
“These workers are

immensely valuable and
important to this indus-
try, and they should have
the right to shop around
for decent wages,” said
Seligman.

Ellen Jean Winograd,
the Western Range Asso-

ciation’s general coun-
sel, said the associa-
tion  received  notice

June 1 that it was being
sued over alleged H-2A
sheepherding wage rate
violations.

“Based on having just
seen the complaint yes-
terday and investigating
it now, Western Range’s

position is that it’s not
legally or factually sup-
ported,” said Winograd.

H-2A sheepherding
practices, said Winograd,
are “highly regulated” by
many state and federal
agencies.

The association faced
a similar suit a few years
ago in Llacua v. Western
Range Association, which
the 10th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals dismissed
because the court said
the herders had not suffi-
ciently proven collusion.

Seligman, of Towards
Justice, said his firm holds
the position that the 10th

Circuit’s decision was
“incorrect.”
Winograd, the range

association’s general coun-
sel, said that “the alleged
violations (in the Alvarado
suit) are being raised in a
civil lawsuit, apparently
seeking millions of dollars
of damages and attorney
fees on an issue previously
adjudicated in favor of
Western Range by the Col-
orado District Court and
the Tenth Circuit Court of
Appeals.”

Some of the attorneys
involved in the new law-
suit, Winograd said, “have
also been involved in sev-
eral unsuccessful and
pending lawsuits against
the Department of Labor,
Western Range and its
ranch members in Colo-
rado, Nevada and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.”

Listen to’Season’3

This podcast, hosted by USDA's Western SARE, showcases
engaging, informative conversations with farmers and ranchers
who are finding innovative solutions that enrich the natural
resources we all care about. These successful operations
experiment with new ideas and are making it pay. Topics
include cover crops, season extension, soil health, mushroom
cultivation, large scale dairies, sheep grazing, and more.

westernsare.buzzsprout.com

orall majer podcast platforms.
western.sare.org
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An H-2A foreign guestworker on an Idaho sheep operation. A lawsuit claiming ranch-
ers fix wages was filed this week in federal court.

IMPROVE YOUR SOIL HEALTH FOR 2022 WITH THE BEST NATURAL FERTILIZER ON EARTH

Nothing Is Better Than Chicken Soup

for the Soil® for Farm, Hay, & Pastures!

PERFECT FOR PASTURES, NUTS, FRUIT TREES, VEGGIES, HEMP, AND EVERYTHING ELSE...
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“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil
by feeding the microbes and supplying all the

nutrients most fertilizers neglect””

Do you have a farm, hay field, or pasture? The nutrients in Chicken Soup for the Soil® will
stimulate life in the soil, balance the soil ecology, and supply nutrients / trace minerals at a
biological level. Happy, nutrient rich soil will help you grow higher quality crops, hay, and
grass that is super healthy and delicious to eat... you can also expect increased yields.

Please take a look at the following testimonial of a large grass hay farm in Idaho.
The first 2 pictures are before and after first cutting. The bright green grass is new growth.

Perfect For Agricultural Use
Hemp, Apples, Pastures, Almonds, Grapes, etc.

« Grow higher-quality fruits and vegetables with more color, better
INCREASE ORGANIC MATTER!

"I talked to Chris L. from northern Indiana yesterday and he said last year on half of his
pasture he applied Chicken Soup. This winter when he pulled soil tests and his Chicken Soup
side is 1% organic matter and 6 CEC. The other side is still .5% organic matter and 4 CEC. |
thought you would find that interesting." Testimonial sent by Jesse H.

taste, and less bug infestations and disease.
« Contains all the nutrients we have identified over the years as being
beneficial to edibles (includes sea nutrients, amino acids, humid, filmic,
and other herbal extracts).
*Makes up to
128 gallons with

1 tablespoon
per gallon.

« All natural, toxin free, and bioavailable.

It is documented that for every 1% organic matter the soil will hold a minimum of 16500 gallons

of water per acre. So if you increase your OM .5% you increase the water holding capacity 8,250
gallons per acre. Not Bad! -Jim Zamzow

« Non-leaching formula / nutrients accumulate over time.

This is a Great Alternative To Urea Nitrogen...
Save Money! Improve Your Soil!

Call 888-394-4454

www.DrJimZ.com
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