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By CAROL RYAN DUMAS
Capital Press

The North American Meat Institute 
is crediting meat and poultry processors 
for reducing the spread of COVID-19 
among workers below infection rates 
in the general U.S. population.

The Meat Institute’s analysis of 
data from the Food and Environmen-
tal Reporting Network found reported 
new COVID infection rates among 
meat and poultry workers in Decem-
ber were one-fifth the amount in May. 
Infection rates in the general popula-
tion were nine times higher during the 
same period.

Using FERN’s data, the Meat Insti-
tute calculated the U.S. meat and poul-
try sector had an average of 19.91 new 
reported cases per 100,000 workers per 
day in December, compared to an aver-
age of 98.39 new cases per 100,000 
workers in May.

Using statistics reported by the New 
York Times, the Meat Institute calcu-
lated the average new case rate for the 
U.S. population rose from 7.11 cases 
per 100,000 people per day in May to 
63.01 cases per 100,000 people per day 
in December.

“This new data further demon-
strates that the more than $1.5 billion 
spent on comprehensive protections 
implemented this spring reversed 
the pandemic’s trajectory and is pro-
tecting the selfless men and women 
who have kept America’s refrigera-
tors full and our farm economy work-
ing throughout the crisis,” Julie Anna 
Potts, the Meat Institute’s president 
and CEO, said in a press release.

A Capital Press analysis of the 
FERN data found there were 2,465 
new reported cases of COVID-19 

among U.S. meat and poultry work-
ers in December, compared to 15,243 
in May.

The number of cases per day aver-
aged 79.5 in December, compared 
to 491.7 in May. The longest stretch 
with no new cases reported was 18 
days in December, compared to two 
days in May.

The Meat Institute estimates there 
are 500,000 meat and poultry plant 
workers in the U.S.

Since the start of the pandemic, 
meat and poultry processors have 
added temperature checks and health 
screenings before and during shifts 
and have provided face masks, face 
shields and personal protection 
equipment. They’ve incorporated 
social distancing where possible and 
physical barriers between work sta-
tions, according to the Meat Institute.

They’ve enhanced sanitation in 
break rooms, lunch rooms and other 
common areas and upgraded air 

sanitation and ventilation systems. 
They’ve provided on-demand testing 
and increased access to health ser-
vices and preventive care. They’ve 
also given workers information on 
safe practices at work, at home and 
in the community.

“Meat Institute members stand 
ready to work with the Biden admin-
istration to continue using these 
proven measures and moving for-
ward to vaccinate frontline meat 
and poultry workers as soon as pos-
sible and even assist in vaccine 
distribution for all Americans,”  
Potts said.

The Meat Institute and United 
Food and Commercial Workers in late 
December jointly urged state gov-
ernors to follow CDC guidance that 
frontline meat and poultry workers 
should be among the first to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations after health-
care workers and people in long-term  
care facilities.

By BRAD CARLSON
Capital Press

Idaho’s net farm income 
reached a record high in 
2020.

“And we would have bro-
ken the record even without 
COVID federal government 
payments,” University of 
Idaho agricultural economist 
Garth Taylor said.

He presented UI’s annual 
Financial Condition of Idaho 
Agriculture report Jan. 7 to a 
Legislature committee.

Net farm income grew in 
Idaho by 38% to $3.5 billion, 
reflecting a roughly 10% rev-
enue gain and a 2% drop in 
expenses.

The increase was 44% in 
2019, to $2.55 billion from 
$1.77 billion a year earlier.

Government payments 
were 18% of net farm income 
in Idaho last year compared 
to nearly 40% nationwide, 
Taylor said. Idaho payments 
rose to $646 million from 
$165 million a year earlier, 
when they were about 6% 
of net income and included 
trade relief.

Agriculture remains a 
major force in the Idaho econ-
omy, helped by a big dairy 
herd, a sizable food-process-
ing industry and a large, sta-
ble workforce, he said.

Idaho’s farm Gross 
Domestic Product as a per-
centage state GDP ranks fifth 
nationally. Taylor said it ben-
efits from the state’s dairy 
herd, which adds 10,000 to 
20,000 cows per year.

“That would be like add-
ing 10,000 to 20,000 acres of 
farmland,” he said. “We can 
grow not by adding acres but 
by adding cows.”

Idaho’s farm-GDP growth 
leads the Northwest “because 
of dairy growth,” Taylor said.

Some commodity prices 
rebounded after COVID-19 
produced extreme volatility 
from extraordinary demand-
side shifts, he said.

The outlook partly 
depends on the extent to 
which foodservice rebounds, 
Taylor said. But higher land 
prices, and tight supplies of 
equipment and parts, indicate 
Idaho farmers are optimistic.

UI reported the state’s 
inflation-adjusted cash 
receipts since 1997 have 
grown 80% — mostly driven 
by dairy — compared to 10% 
nationwide.

The milk-cow inventory 
in Idaho was about 635,000 
head Jan. 1 after adding more 
than 16,000 in the past year. 
The state ranks third in U.S. 
milk production.

Cash receipts, reflecting 
production and price, in 2020 
increased by about 29% for 
sugar beets, 17% for wheat, 
13% for potatoes, 10% for 
barley and 2% for milk.

Receipts fell by 9% for 

hay and by 6% for cattle and 
calves.

As for milk “prices fell to 
$14 per cwt, forcing some 
dairy producers to dump 
milk before dramatic price 
jumps to over $20 quelled 
the need,” the report said.

Total cash receipts rose 
6% to an estimated $8.5 bil-
lion, 4% below the record 
set in 2014 when milk prices 
were higher.

From 2019 to 2020, crop 
revenues rose 15% and 
exceeded the 10-year aver-
age by 14%.

Livestock revenue was 
down 1% for the year and 
5% above the average.

By DON JENKINS
Capital Press

A northeast Washington 
sheriff said that he still wants 
to help the state Department 
of Fish and Wildlife trap and 
collar wolves, though talks 
so far have failed to produce 
an agreement.

Stevens County Sher-
iff Brad Manke said Jan. 8 
a wildlife deputy shared by 
Stevens and Ferry coun-
ties could supplement state 
efforts. Fish and Wildlife 
has three wolf trappers for 
the entire state.

“I have full confidence in 
their abilities to trap wolves. 
What I don’t have confi-
dence in is the amount of 
time they have available for 
our county,” Manke said. 
“I still feel we don’t have 
enough collars out there.”

Manke broached trap-
ping and collaring wolves 
a year ago. Wolfpacks sat-
urate northeast Washing-
ton, and Manke said fitting 
more wolves with radio col-
lars would help protect peo-
ple and property.

Manke said talks with 
Fish and Wildlife “kind of 
fell apart.”

The department agreed 
to let Deputy Jeff Flood 
trap wolves, but only under 
direct state supervision and 
only during lethal-control 
operations, Manke said. 
“Our point is to get more 
collars on wolves,” he said.

Fish and Wildlife spokes-
woman Staci Lehman said 
the department is interested 
in working with the counties 
and that the department’s 
Eastern Region director, 
Steve Pozzanghera, plans to 
meet with Stevens County 
commissioners.

The counties must be 
incorporated into an agree-
ment the state has with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, 
she said.

Manke said he thinks 
his office could create its 
own agreement with fed-
eral authorities. He said the 
inability to reach agreement 
with the state was also “a 
territorial issue.”

“We’re absolutely still 

interested 
in it. I think 
the depart-
ment is 
still proba-
bly open to 
it,” he said. 
Wolves are 
a “constant 
topic in our 

community. More and more 
people are seeing wolves on 
a weekly basis up here.”

At a meeting Jan. 7 of the 
department’s Wolf Advisory 
Group, Fish and Wildlife 
wolf policy leader Donny 
Martorello opposed recruit-
ing help to trap wolves.

“I don’t believe that we 
need outside trappers. We 
have the capacity. We have 
the expertise,” he said. “I’ll 
put our folks up against 
anybody.”

Southeast Washington 
rancher Samee Charriere 
suggested Fish and Wild-
life call upon outside trap-
pers to help collar at least two 
wolves in packs that have a 
history of attacking livestock.

Using outside trappers 
will show ranchers that the 
department wants to collar 
wolves, she said.

“That trust in the (state) 
trappers and making that 
effort is absolutely broken in 
the northeast as well as the 
southeast,” Charriere said.

“You need to understand 
the producers don’t feel 
there’s a good faith effort, 
and this is one thing we’re 
tying to put in a document to 
hold the department’s feet to 
the fire,” she said.

Martorello said the 
department places top pri-
ority on collaring wolves in 
packs that attack livestock, 
but can’t guarantee results.

“I just want you to know 
they bust their ass doing this 
stuff,” he said. “The reality 
is we’re talking about one of 
the most elusive critters on 
the globe.”

To preserve battery life, 
collars only periodically 
transmit a wolf’s loca-
tion, maybe once every 
12 hours. Over time, how-
ever, Fish and Wildlife and 
ranchers gain a picture of a 
pack’s movements.

Meatpacker efforts reduce worker infection rates

Tyson Foods

Workers process beef at the Tyson Foods plant in Pasco, Wash.

Idaho net farm income surges to record high

Carol Ryan Dumas/Capital Press File

Cows at Long View Dairy in Jerome, Idaho, partake in a 
mid-day ration. The dairy industry helped push Idaho’s 
net farm income to a record high last year.

Washington sheriff still 

ready to help trap wolves

Sheriff Brad 
Manke
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By GEORGE PLAVEN

Capital Press

C
ORVALLIS, Ore. — For Jake 

Carpenter, the strategy was to 

divide and conquer at the annual 

Oregon State 

University Small 

Farms Confer-

ence on Feb. 22.

Carpenter and 

his wife, Freya, 

are preparing to 

take over their 

family’s 4-acre 

urban farm in 

Oregon City, 

south of Portland. 

The farm grows 

a smorgasbord of 

seasonal produce, 

including toma-

toes, sweet corn, 

apples, pears and 

leafy greens, which it sells at the Ore-

gon City Farmers’ Market.

OSU began hosting the Small Farms 

Conference 20 years ago to give farm-

ers like the Carpenters information and 

resources to bolster their bottom line. 

Over 92% of Oregon farms are con-
-

nition, meaning they make less than 

$350,000 in annual gross income.

With so many seminars to choose 

from, Carpenter 

said he and Freya 

decided to split 

up and canvas as 

much of the con-

ference as possi-

ble. He sat in on 

sessions cover-

ing hoop houses, 

dry farming and 

hemp produc-

tion, while she 

went to talks on 

farm stands, win-

ter vegetables and 

basics for begin-

ning farmers.

“It’s been 

great,” Carpenter said. “The content is 

what we were expecting. The tips and 

tricks are super helpful.”

Carpenter said they expect to buy 

the farm from Freya’s parents sometime 

later this year. His mother-in-law, Jackie 

Nyema Clark, executive director of 

Nurturing Roots in Seattle, talks about 

her experiences as a black farmer 

during a panel discussion at the annu-

al OSU Small Farms Conference.
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Washington
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 24,600

Idaho

Value 
Oregon Washington Idaho

$1-199,999 
6,124 7,717 7,437

$200,000-499,999 13,971 14,150 8,497

$500,000-999,999 10,395 7,222 3,630

$1 million-1.99 million 3,456 2,804 1,970

$2 million or more 
3,670 3,900 3,462

Northwest farms by value of sales, 2019

Northwest farms by 

market value of land 

and buildings, 2017

The majority of Northwest farms are small with sales less than $10,000 annually, according to USDA NASS. 

Percent of total farms by value of sales per state:

Farms in all three states combined 

were valued at more than $113 billion, 

according to the U.S. Census of Ag.
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Alan Kenaga/Capital Press

Number of farms

OSU conference draws participants 

from around the Northwest

Big event 

for small farms

Photos by George Plaven 

Capital Press

Approximately 900 

people attended the 

Oregon State Universi-

ty Small Farms Confer-

ence on Feb. 22. The 

event has grown from 

about 125 attendees 

its first year.

See Event, Page 12

“IT’S BEEN GREAT. THE CONTENT IS 

WHAT WE WERE EXPECTING. THE TIPS 

AND TRICKS ARE SUPER HELPFUL.”

Jake Carpenter, Urban farmer

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI

Capital Press

SALEM — As U.S. crop sec-

tors jostle for relief from Chinese 

tariffs, Oregon’s hazelnut farm-

ers hope a recent visit from a top 

Chinese diplomat signals they 

aren’t being forgotten.

China’s consul general in 

San Francisco, Wang Dong-

hua, spoke with hazelnut grow-

ers about trade relations during a 

Feb. 25 meeting in Salem, Ore.

Donghua stressed the need 

for the U.S. and China to see 

each other as economic partners 

rather than adversaries. He char-

acterized the “phase one” trade 

deal between the two countries 

as a step away from the wrong 

direction.

“Any move to decouple our 

economies will result in huge 

costs for both sides,” he said.

China’s domestic consump-

tion of all goods by value is 

already approaching that of the 

U.S., but with a larger popula-

tion, the country’s potential for 

agricultural imports is certain to 

expand, he said.

“We cannot produce all we 

need,” Donghua said.

Aside from being a “huge 

honor,” Donghua’s visit is a 

positive omen for the hazelnut 

industry’s request for a waiver 

from Chinese retaliatory tariffs 

imposed on U.S. farm goods, 

said Larry George, president of 

the George Packing Co., which 

organized the event.

Diplomat’s visit a good omen for hazelnut growers

Growers are seeking waiver for retaliatory tariffs

China’s con-

sul general in 

San Francisco, 

Wang Donghua, 

speaks to hazel-

nut growers on 

Feb. 25 in Sa-

lem, Ore., with 

Larry George, 

president of the 

George Packing 

Co., in the back-

ground.

George Packing Co.

By GEORGE PLAVEN

Capital Press

MT. ANGEL, Ore. — Hemp 

may be the new “big crop” in 

Oregon, but Tim Shaughnessy 

warns it does not come without 

risks.
Shaughnessy is the manag-

ing owner of FSOil, part of Iver-

son Family Farms in Woodburn, 

Ore. The farm began growing 

hemp in 2016, and started FSOil 

to extract cannabidiol — or CBD 

— from the plants. CBD is com-

monly used to treat various ail-

ments including pain, anxiety, 

seizures and muscle spasms.

Since the 2018 Farm Bill 

legalized hemp at the federal 

level, the number of licensed 

growers and processors like 

FSOil has skyrocketed in Ore-

gon. In 2015, there were 13 

combined hemp growers and 

handlers, according to the state 

Department of Agriculture. 

Last year, that number had bal-

looned to 1,961 growers and 597 

handlers.

Some industry experts pre-

dict CBD sales in the U.S. 

could reach $20 billion by 2024, 

though Shaughnessy said it 

remains a perilous market for 

hemp growers. He joined a panel 

of speakers to discuss hemp 

and other trends in agricul-

ture as part of the annual SED-

COR Ag Breakfast in Mt. Angel.

The biggest challenge, 

a buyer for the product after 

harvest.

“Everyone thinks they’re 

going to get rich in this, and 

that’s just not the case,” Shaugh-

nessy said.

FSOil contracts to sell CBD 

oil to Charlotte’s Web, a com-

pany in Colorado. The farm also 

produces its own line of CBD-in-

fused retail products, such as oils 

and creams, under the brand 

name Red Barn Hemp.

SEDCOR Ag Breakfast gives reality 

check for Oregon hemp growers

George Plaven/Capital Press 

Gary Neuschwander, trade development man-

ager for the Oregon Department of Agriculture, 

discussed upcoming trends for farmers during 

the annual SEDCOR Ag Breakfast on Feb. 19 in 

Mt. Angel. 

See Visit, Page 12

See Hemp, Page 12
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Say C HEEEEESE!The grilled cheese sandwich is an all-American favorite, according to 

Technomic, a Chicago food service management consulting company:
•About 22% of U.S. restaurants have at least one type of grilled cheese  

 sandwich on the menu.
•Where one or more specific types of cheese are mentioned in a menu  

 item description of grilled cheese, the top cheeses are American,  

 cheddar, Swiss and mozzarella.•The cheeses that are most rapidly gaining popularity for restaurant  

 grilled cheese sandwiches are Swiss, gruyere, pepper jack and   

 Monterey jack.
•Restaurants specializing in toasted cheese sandwiches are also  

 gaining in popularity. The largest grilled cheese-focused restaurant is  

 Melt Bar & Grilled, with 13 locations in Ohio.•April 12 is National Grilled Cheese Sandwich Day.

Capital Press graphic

Sources: Technomic; Capital Press research

By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

C
OEUR D’ALENE, Idaho — This is a cheesy story.This is a really cheesy story.

An extremely cheesy story.Meltz, a restaurant in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, makes what it calls “extreme” 
toasted cheese sandwiches.And a lot of them. The restaurant 
gets an average of 200 customers a 
day, according to manager Nick Hart. 
They buy 800 to 900 sandwiches each 
week in the winter and 2,000 a week 
during the summer tourist season.These are not your mother’s 
toasted cheese sandwiches. What 
makes Meltz different is the creativ-ity that goes into them. According 
to Hart and Meltz supervisor Mari 
Gilge, there isn’t much they haven’t 
tried.

Hart says 17 types of cheese are always on the menu. Occasionally, the restaurant might add a specialty cheese, such as a horseradish or spicy cheese, or a smoked cheese. Each sandwich uses about a half-pound of cheese, Hart said.
In addition to the cheese, ingre-dients can range from the sublime to the exotic. Spaghetti, ice cream, 

— you name it, and they’ve prob-ably already experimented with  it.
That versatility has generated a loyal following, Hart said.“Anybody, anywhere, no matter what you’re doing, if you say you work at Meltz, they care,” he said. 

Dairy industry gets a boost  from ‘extreme’ Idaho restaurant

Matthew Weaver/Capital Press The award-winning Pot-sticker sandwich on display while cooking on the grill Feb. 12 at Meltz Extreme Grilled Cheese in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.

Matthew Weaver/Capital Press Mari Gilge, supervisor, and Nick Hart, manag-er, display some of the signature menu items Feb. 12 at Meltz Ex-treme Grilled Cheese in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.

See Cheese, Page 12

By SIERRA DAWN MCCLAINCapital Press

SALEM — Oregon Gov. Kate Brown signed a sweeping execu-
-cantly cut statewide greenhouse gas emissions.

Opponents say they’ll try to block Brown’s order in court, but not before trying to get an alternative carbon emissions measure on the ballot.While her supporters say the order will slow climate change, opponents say it will hurt jobs and industries by raising costs while overextending the reach of government.The governor issued the order after the Legislature adjourned the sec-ond year in a row without passing a cap-and-trade bill to similarly reduce emissions. Republicans walked out when Democrats blocked the bill from 

going to a statewide vote.Now, Brown is taking matters into her own hands.

take the form of a single step,” Brown said at the signing ceremony. “It can happen when several actions add up, and that’s what I’m doing today.”Angelita Sanchez, Timber Unity 

spokesperson, said the rural advocacy group has spoken to attorneys.“We’re doing everything we can to push back,” she said, “and if need be, we’ll go to court.”
Sanchez said if the governor vio-lates Oregon’s constitution, Timber 

a case. Sanchez said Timber Unity 

intends to pay litigation costs withPAC donations.
“I’m not sure if our pockets aredeep enough,” she said, “but hope-fully we have friends who have deep pockets.”

Before going to court, Timber
ballot.

During the legislative session, itproposed an alternative plan it claimedwould reduce carbon emissions with-out hurting businesses. That pro-posal — advocating for vegetationalong highways, localized markets,reformed recycling infrastructure andsupport for environmentally-friendlybusiness upgrades — was largely swept aside by the Legislature. But group members say they plan to turntheir idea into a ballot measure.

By GEORGE PLAVENCapital Press

MEDFORD, Ore. — The Oregon Water Resources Department has hired a new assistant watermaster in south-west Oregon to keep up with 

the region’s rapidly expanding hemp industry.
Scott Prose joined the agency Feb. 1 after previously working 

Fisheries Commission in Portland. His job includes checking whether hemp growers licensed by the Ore-gon Department of Agriculture have legal water rights to irrigate their crop.
In addition to auditing water rights, Prose will help district watermasters in Medford, Grants 

Pass and Rose-burg investigate complaints against hemp farms accused of misus-ing or illegally tak-ing water.
“The major-ity of our complaints, either sub-stantiated or not substantiated, have been related to cannabis or the hemp agriculture program in 

OWRD Southwest Region Man-

ager Jake Johnstone, who oversees surface water and groundwater resources in Jackson, Josephine, Coos, Curry and Douglas counties.ODA provided $200,000 through the state’s industrial hemp program to fund the assis-tant watermaster position through the end of the 2019-21 biennium. Johnstone said regulators hope to compile data measuring the impact of illegal water use on newly regis-tered hemp farms.“The Southwest Region, having 

a high density of hemp registra-tions, we thought it would be bestto start with that area and quantifyit,” Johnstone said.As of March 10, Oregon had647 hemp growers registered for2020. Jackson County leads the state with 134 registrations, fol-lowed by Josephine County with71 registrations. ODA is also pro-cessing more than 200 additionalapplications for grower licenses.Rural Oregonians to push against governor’s executive order 

Sierra Dawn McClain/Capital Press 

Protesters during last month’s Timber Unity demonstration at the Or-

egon Capitol.

Hemp boom brings new assistant watermaster to S. Oregon
Position will focus on  water rights, complaints for new farms

Scott Prose

See Watermaster, Page 12

See Order, Page 12

GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH

IT’S ALL ABOUT THAT 
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Farmers park tractors Jan. 13 at the Capitol Campus in Olympia. Farm groups say climate-change 
policies that raise fuel prices will harm agriculture.

An envi-
ronmental 
rally Jan. 30 
in Olympia 
pumps up 
support for 
climate-change 
bills introduced 
in the Washing-
ton Legislature.

GOING ALL-OUT
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee is urging lawmakers this session to get more 
ambitious about climate change, cap and trade, low-carbon fuels and  

to vastly expand the Department of Ecology’s regulatory powers

By DON JENKINS
Capital Press

O
LYMPIA — The 
Washington Legis-
lature has mandated 
renewable electric-
ity, subsi-

dized the purchase of 
electric vehicles and dic-
tated how much energy 
air compressors, genera-
tors and other equipment 
can use.

That was last year.
This session, Gov. 

Jay Inslee is urging law-
makers to get even more 
ambitious. Democratic 
legislators are advancing, at 
the governor’s request, several 
major climate-change bills.

One would require more 
renewable fuels in gasoline 
and diesel, a measure that farm 
groups say will drive up their 
production and transportation 
costs.

Another would apparently 
give the state Department of 
Ecology the power, if it chose to 
use it, to regulate anything that 
gives off measurable amounts 
of greenhouse gases, includ-

ing tractors and other farm 
equipment. And just last week, 
Sen. Reuven Carlyle, D-Seat-
tle, re-introduced a cap-and-

trade bill, the contro-
versial policy aimed 
at reducing the amount 
of greenhouse gas that 
goes into the atmo-
sphere as a way to slow 
climate change.

The legislative ses-
sion has five weeks to 
go.

In mid-Janu-
ary, when the session 

began, Inslee said the need for 
action on climate change was a 
foregone conclusion.

“There should be no more 
debate in the state of Washington 
about this subject, or in the Legis-
lature,” the governor said.

‘Clarion call’
Soon after the Legislature con-

vened, the Washington Supreme 
Court issued a long-awaited 
ruling.

Gov. Jay 
Inslee

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Capital Press

PORTLAND — When it comes 
to signing contracts between hemp 
growers and processors, even 
the best-looking and most care-
fully negotiated agreements can go 
sideways.

Veronica Darling, an attorney for 

serving cannabis 
businesses along 
the West Coast, 
explained the dan-
gers and pitfalls of 
hemp processing 
contracts.

Hemp can be 
used to make a vari-
ety of industrial 

products including textiles, rope and 

building materials, though the dom-
inant market now is cannabidiol, or 
CBD, a chemical compound in can-
nabis plants that boasts multiple 

treating anxiety.
Growers need processors to 

extract CBD from their crop, but pro-
cessors also need growers to supply 
high-grade hemp, Darling said. It is 
truly a symbiotic relationship, yet 

contracts can pose serious disadvan-
tages for growers depending on how 
they are written.

“I see a lot of growers not remem-
bering that, without them, the proces-
sors don’t have a job,” Darling said. 
“You are not a dispensable party to 
all of this. We don’t have an industry 
without you.”

She spoke during the annual 
Hemp & CBD Connex Confer-

ence on Jan. 30 at the Portland Expo 
Center.

Darling gave three examples 
of recent contracts to illustrate her 
point, each taken from a real-life case 
in Oregon.

had only a handshake agreement 
with the processor, Darling said. 

By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

SPOKANE — A La Nina is on the 
way, bringing with it wetter weather 
later this spring.

That’s the prediction of weather-
man Art Douglas, who delivered his 
long-range forecast Feb. 4 at the Spo-
kane Ag Show. Douglas is a profes-
sor emeritus of atmospheric sciences at 
Creighton University in Omaha, Neb., 

El Nino and La Nina are com-
plex weather patterns that result from 

-
face temperatures.

Lower ocean surface tempera-
tures off the West Coast mean a La 
Nina will develop later in the spring, 
Douglas said.

“Here in the wheat area, (the fore-
cast is) about normal to above normal 
precipitation, which is what La Nina 
would suggest,” he said.

Douglas called for a “warmish” 

May, with normal to above normal 

His summer forecast calls for a 
warm and dry June and July and a 
cool and wet August.

-
west has become wetter in the last 30 
days, following an El Nino in which 
the region was “very dry” from April 
through September, Douglas said.

A high-pressure ridge in Alaska 

reaching the West in February, Doug-

las said.
The pattern will persist into

March.
“So it’s going to have an impact

on spring weather, but not as bad as it
could,” Douglas said.

Winterkill of wheat will be a con-
cern in February and early March,
Douglas said.

Through the spring, high pressure

Hemp growers navigate dangers, pitfalls of processor contracts

Veronica 
Darling

Weather forecast: La Nina’s on the way
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