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By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

If an animal becomes ill, 
owners should consult a veter-
inarian and consider whether 
it could be caused by a com-
mon ailment first before wor-
rying about coronavirus, an 
expert says.

Bruce Akey, director of the 
Texas A&M Veterinary Med-
ical Diagnostic Laboratory in 
College Station, Texas, spoke 
with the Capital Press on April 
24.

Q. USDA APHIS recently 
confirmed COVID-19 in two 
pet cats in New York. What 
does this mean for research-
ers and the public?

Akey: It means it is some-
thing to add to our list of 
potential diseases to rule out 
when we are submitted a case 
with a cat that’s got a severe 
respiratory disease or (gastro-
intestinal, or) GI upset. It can 
also cause diarrhea, appar-
ently, in animals, as it can in 
humans as well.

So far, the information from 
researchers and cases like this 
one seem to indicate the real 
problem here is the people giv-
ing it to the cats and not the 
other way around. The cats 
seem to be somewhat innocent 
bystanders in this whole thing, 
and unfortunately it looks like 
they can pick it up.

The ques-
tion people 
will have, 
though, is: If 
the cat gets 
it, can the 
cat give it 
either to my 
other cats or 

to other people in the house? 
At this point, from the little bit 
of research that has been done, 
it seems like whoever the cat 
got it from is a much bigger 
threat than the cat is, in terms 
of transmission of this thing. 
By that, I mean humans that 
are infected do shed enough 
virus to infect other humans 
and apparently cats as well....

Right now the guidance 
that has come out of both the 
American Veterinary Medical 
Association and (Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion) is that in general the first 
thing to test for in a cat with 
a respiratory problem is not 
COVID-19. The first things to 
test for are the usual suspects 
that cause respiratory disease 
in cats.

Both of those organizations 
recommend that you only test 
a cat for COVID-19 if there is 
a known contact or association 
with a human that’s been diag-
nosed with COVID-19 in the 
household....

In most states, the policy 
right now is before an animal 

gets tested (for COVID 19), 
they really want the veterinar-
ian to have a conversation with 
their state veterinarian, their 
state animal health official, and 
state public health authority so 
they can ask questions about 
whether or not there’s poten-
tial exposure to humans that 
had COVID-19 or not. (That’s) 
because there are still precious 
resources that are going to be 
expended to test these animals.

The tests we’re running in 
animals, we are currently using 
different test kits than the ones 
that are used in humans, so 
we’re not competing with the 
human need for testing. but we 
still want to be careful because 
that supply chain is limited as 
well, just like it is on the human 
side.

Bottom line: If you’ve got 
a cat that’s sneezing or another 
animal that you think might be 
ill — this has shown up in dogs 
in a couple places around the 
world as well — the first thing 
to do, call your vet, let the vet 
talk through the situation. If 
(they) think it’s warranted, let 
the vet contact the state public 
health and state veterinarian’s 
office and talk over the case.

And if all of those folks, 
with their experience and 
knowledge think it’s still a 
good idea, they are welcome 
to contact a diagnostic lab like 
ours and we would be happy to 

run the test.
Q. We’ve talked about pets 

and a tiger at the Bronx Zoo 
tested positive for COVID-
19. Can you talk about possi-
ble livestock concerns?

Akey: Thus far, there is no 
evidence at all that any of the 
domestic livestock are suscep-
tible to this virus. Nobody yet 
has had a case where testing 
has been done on the livestock 
and had this virus turn up in the 
livestock.

Viruses tend to largely 
focus on a species they his-
torically have been associated 
with. Occasionally, though, 
they are able to jump into new 
species, which apparently has 
happened with COVID-19, it 
came out of some wildlife into 
humans, but that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean it’s capable of 
jumping into every other spe-
cies of animal easily.

Thus far, worldwide, I have 
yet to see a single report of 
documentation of this virus in 
any of the domestic livestock 
species — cows, pigs, horses, 
goats, any of them.

Q. Would those same pre-
cautions you mention for pets 
also apply to livestock?

Akey: So far the most sus-
ceptible species outside of 
humans that we know of: 
Cats appear to be able to get 
it. There have been a couple 
documented cases of dogs that 

appear to have gotten infected 
but even less so than cats. Fer-
rets seem to be susceptible to 
this virus. But the livestock, no.

If you’re out there on the 
dairy farm, beef ranch or a 
swine farm, if your animals 
have respiratory problems, 
again, call the vet, let’s rule out 
the common causes and make 
sure you get to the bottom of 
this thing as quickly as possi-
ble before something else that 
can be more damaging to your 
livestock happens and starts 
going around and we don’t 
know about it.

But the same cautions on 
social distancing: If you or 
any of the folks that work on 
the farm have got any kind of 
compatible respiratory symp-
toms themselves, they need 
to stay away from the animals 
just like they need to stay away 
from other humans until they 
get checked out.

Q. What is the biggest 
question right now regarding 
COVID-19?

Akey: Whether or not peo-
ple that have had this virus are 
actually immune to getting it 
again. And if so, for how long? 
I think that’s the really big 
question now.

People are starting to look 
towards testing for antibod-
ies that the body normally pro-
duces to fight off a virus. Those 
antibodies, when produced, if 

they are the type of antibodies 
that actually can kill off a virus 
or prevent that virus from get-
ting into the body, how long 
do they last? For some viruses, 
they last for years. For other 
viruses, they only seem to last 
for a few months to maybe a 
year.

Q. Anything else we 
should include?

Akey: I would put one 
more caution out there. As test-
ing gets rolled out, your read-
ers want to be a little bit care-
ful and ask some very pertinent 
questions about any tests they 
might themselves be getting, or 
their animals.

The big questions are: Has 
the test you’re going to give me 
or my animal been sufficiently 
checked so we know it doesn’t 
cross-react with other types of 
viruses out there?

A bunch of these early tests 
that are being rolled out for 
antibody testing that are com-
mercially available — some 
are even being touted for home 
use — suffer from a lack of 
specificity, because they unfor-
tunately can pick up antibod-
ies to multiple other common 
human coronaviruses, many of 
which cause the common cold 
we see year in and year out.

If you don’t have a test with 
good specificity, as well as 
good sensitivity, a bad test is 
worse than no test.
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Call in your order today: 

1-800-632-3005

We are OPEN for curbside pick up!

+ Livestock Supplies

+ Animal Health Products

+ Fencing & Ranch Supplies

+ U.S.A. Made Pet Food

+ Idaho Made Livestock Feed
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• Alpacas

• Llamas

• Sheep

• Goats 

• Hooves & Teeth

Will travel anywhere in the Northwest.

35+ Years experience.

SANTANA SHEARING 
541-981-1866 

541-570-2756
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Licensed Real Estate Broker in Oregon

Teri McKenzie

Cell:  503-302-9901

Email: TeriMcKenzie@KW.com

Website: TeriMcKenzie.KW.com
S186180-1

S186170-1

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR YOU

 

20179 Main Street NE
PO Box 490, St. Paul, OR 97137 

(503) 633-1111
www.ernstirrigation.com

 707 Ponderosa Village • Burns, OR 97720
541-573-7206 • Fax: 541-573-5011

E-mail: jblackbn@centurytel.net
www.jettblackburn. com

Curt Blackburn, Broker
541-589-0025

Nancy Gregg, Broker
541-589-1362
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WE ARE OPEN FOR ALL YOUR 

REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Bruce ChevroletBruce Chevrolet
“A Name You Know & Trust!”

866-449-9351
1084 SW Oak St., Hillsboro, OR

brucechevrolet.com

FULL LINE OF CHEVY PRODUCTS!
S186018-1

S186173-1

WE’RE OPEN & HERE TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY

195 Birds Eye Ave. Woodburn, OR 97071
(503) 981-4041 | (877) 920-8728

(503) 982-7821 Fax
sales@longbrosbldg.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1974
www.longbrosbldg.com

WE ARE OPEN
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For All Your Trailer Repair & Trailer Purchase Needs
Stay safe and healthy! 

Your All Service Dealer • Halsey, OR
541-953-7548 • 541-740-5135 • Over 350 units on our lot

Diamond        Trailer Sales

View our inventory: diamondksales.com
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Pasco, WA: 509-545-8500
2505 West Sylvester St.

Hermiston, OR: 541-567-1094 
80796 N. Hwy 395 AtkinsonStaffing.com 

Call Atkinson Staffing, Inc.
SERVING THE PASCO AND HERMISTON AREA

NEED WORKERS? 
OR

NEED WORK?
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WE ARE OPEN FOR ALL YOUR 

STEEL, WELL STEM PIPE, 
FENCING HARDWARE NEEDS

400 3rd Ave. North  
Nampa, ID 83687

800-851-8612 
208-466-0036

208-466-8913 (FAX)
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4420 Ridge Drive NE, Salem, OR 97301

WE’RE OPEN!

WE ARE OPEN!!
Nyssa Tractor & Implement

WE ARE OPEN!!
Nyssa Tractor & Implement

Business as usual. We’re not here to alienate 
our customers, we’re here to serve!!

www.nyssatractor.com
Toll Free (833) 372-4020

Nyssa, OR
S186175-1
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• Seasoned mix 

• Fir, maple, and alder mix 

• Kiln-dried cooking and 
heating woods also 
available!

FIREWOOD
Fir • Maple • Alder

$10OFF $20OFF

WE DELIVER

HALF  
CORD

FULL  
CORD

Same Day Delivery

Expires June 30, 2020

CALL FOR PRICING 

503-407-3055
OBCFIREWOOD.COM

ESTACADA, OR 

Don’t replace your roof, restore it.

www.johnsonroofcoatings.com

503-428-3778        ccb#220906

Call today to schedule a free inspection!
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We are your trusted partner in pr
We are your trusted partner in precision agriculture 

and we are here to help during these unprecedented 

times. We can provide tech support and service calls 

for all your farm technology needs. 

Visit vantage-northwest.com or call 1-877-530-8333

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.
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Billings, MT I Parma, ID 208-965-4327

Our name is new, but our  
experience and knowledge in the farming, seed  

and dairy business is not. We, at Good Seed, pride ourselves 
on our trusted brands, integrity and trusted genetics. We 
always will do our best to keep overhead down to keep our 

products reasonably priced to you, our customers.  

Our shipping and delivery really is FREE!
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PotentGrow 5-2-2  
Organic Fertilizer Pellets

Call: 541-602-9477 • Email: info@potentgromw.com

•Safe and inexpensive 

•All natural/all purpose  

•Non GMO chicken litter based  

•WSDA approved 

•5% nitrogen guaranteed 

•Great source of micronutrients 

•Locally owned and operated 

•25# bags, ton totes, bulk pricing

PLANT A  
VICTORY GARDEN!
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