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Comment taken on forest restoration
around Sage Hen Reserv01r

By BRAD CARLSON
(apital Press

The Boise National Forest’s
Emmett Ranger District will take
comment through May 14 on the Sage
Hen Integrated Restoration Project.

Work is proposed on 67,800 acres,
and around the Sage Hen Reservoir,
north of Horseshoe Bend, Idaho.

Surface fuel loads and low- to
middle-elevation ~ “ladder”  fuels
have increased, and species com-
position has been altered, due to
multiple missed fire cycles, a pur-
pose statement said. Risk of habi-
tat loss increased while biodiversity
decreased, and an uncharacteristic fire
would threaten public health and fire-
fighter safety.

BNF said in a news release that
proposed actions include reducing
hazardous fuels through prescribed
burning, mechanical and other treat-
ments; harvesting timber through
non-commercial thinning and refor-
estation; replacing culverts to improve
passage of aquatic organisms; manag-
ing or decommissioning roads; and
improving campground and trailhead
infrastructure.

The project aims to improve resil-
ience to disturbances by restoring and
managing vegetation, improve water-
shed and habitat conditions, and ben-
efit recreational opportunities and
economies, BNF said.

Tussock moths in the past several
years damaged Douglas firs in part
of the project area. Proposed timber
sales aim to reduce forest density and

The area near the Sae Hen Res-
ervoir.

create space to plant various species
that are more adaptive, BNF spokes-
person Venetia Gempler said.

Randy Fox of the Idaho Conser-
vation League and multi-stakeholder
Boise Forest Coalition said the proj-
ect is important given the site’s con-
dition and its increased use for recre-
ation as the population grows.

The watershed includes some crit-
ical habitat for bull trout, a threatened
species under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. Fox said work should be
designed so recreation, for example,
does not add sediment to streams and
degrade habitat.

“We support forest restoration
activities that are wisely imple-
mented, and we are working through
the Boise Forest Coalition to help
ensure all activities associated with
the project are designed in such a way
to help meet those goals,” he said.

The Sage Hen site is part of the
state’s shared-stewardship initiative
to promote landscape-scale improve-
ments to forest health through inter-
agency cooperation.

By MATTHEW WEAVER
(apital Press

Large crude oil supplies and
shrinking demand will mean die-
sel fuel and gasoline prices will
remain low for a while, an econ-
omist says.

The drop in oil prices was
caused by a feud between the
Russians and Saudi Arabians,
who increased crude production
at a time when storage was maxed
out and worldwide demand was
low due to the coronavirus quar-
antine, said Randy Fortenbery,
small grains economist at Wash-
ington State University.

Even with a new agreement
to reduce production, supply
will continue to exceed demand,
Fortenbery said.

The recent drop of crude oil
futures into negative territory was
“dramatic” for oil, but has pre-
viously occurred for some other
commodities, including onions in
the 1960s and nearly to zero for
hogs in 1998, Fortenbery said.

A negative price on the day a
futures contract expires or deliv-
ery has to happen means sellers
were willing to pay buyers to take
inventory, Fortenbery said.

Fuel and fertilizer prices could
drop as a result of low oil prices,
Fortenbery said. Diesel “rack”
prices, the price refiners charge
to deliver fuel to a wholesaler,
fell about 15 cents per gallon in
the Spokane area in recent days,
Fortenbery said.

It will take a while for those
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Washington State University
small grains economist Randy
Fortenbery says low fuel pric-
es will linger.

lower prices to appear at the
pump, he said. Refiners will likely
charge a price based on what they
paid for the oil currently in stor-
age. The diesel manufactured
today isn’t from the crude that had
a negative price, it’s oil bought a
month or more ago, Fortenbery
said.

“You kind of have to work
through some inventory before
the low-price commodity shows
up at the wholesale or retail
level,” he said.

Even though the U.S., Mex-
ico and the 15 member countries
of the Organization of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries, or
OPEC, have potentially agreed
to reduce production, it takes a
while to close the “spigot” glob-
ally, Fortenbery said.

“We’ll continue to see oil sup-

High crude oil supply, low demand equal low fuel prices

OPEC MEMBER
COUNTRIES

Following are members of the
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries:

Algeria, Angola, Congo, Ecua-
dor, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon,
Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Libya, Nige-
ria, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United
Arab Emirates and Venezuela.

ply in excess of storage capacity
and demand needs for the next
several weeks,” he said. “That
will put pressure on crude oil
prices in the short run.”

How long that lasts also
depends on how long it takes the
economy to reopen and people to
resume driving, flying or using
other forms of transportation, he
said.

Cheaper fuel should make
shipping  commodities  more
attractive, Fortenbery said.

However, lower fuel prices
don’t give any single nation an
advantage, he said.

For example, wheat merchants
around the world are all paying
lower fuel prices, so U.S. produc-
ers do not have an advantage over
their wheat-producing competi-
tors, he noted.

Another factor is the value of
the U.S. dollar, he said. Increased
uncertainty in financial markets
has caused the dollar to strengthen
against most foreign currencies,
he said.
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The following businesses are open to serve you.

WE ARE OPEN FOR
PARTS PICK UP

Call ahead for pick up at (503) 538-7739

24175 Dayton Ave.

WE ARE OPEN AND READY TO
RETREAD AND REPAIR YOUR TRACK

Newberg, OR 97132

5186122-1

Jack Horton
208 8309210

AGRILANDS REAL ESTATE

STILL KICKING & TAKING NAMES

\/
agrilandsrealestate.com

Rae H Anderson
208 761 9553

o Always best service guaranteed. ¢

5186124-1

Auction Co.LLC

FOR ALL YOUR AUCTION NEEDS!

For more information contact Sam Baker @ 208-741-4230
or any of the other Baker Auction Co. personnel.

BAKER AUCTION CO., LLC
800-650-5808 » www.bakerauction.com

AgriLabor

anor Services
Where you want it! When you want it!
H-2A Housing Available Starting at $10/day

J'J" _rx z

Yakima-Hermiston Area %

541-571-5989 ¢ AgriLaborinc.com ol

IS YOUR BUSINESS STILL OPEN?

A Division of SEBRP TEAE SAE|

D&S TIRES INC.

26884 Pear] Rd - Parma, Idaho 83660
New Track Shop that brings BIG Savings to the Western U.S!

(208) 635-0700

TO GET YOU IN THE FIELD!

Bend (Tumalo), OR 541 -389-9849

TRA”_ER WDH Ontarlo: OR 541-889-4310

Hermiston, OR 541-564-0911- Reduced [

hours. Please call ahead. §
www.trailer-world.com ¢ www.trailer-world.com

Cws CASCADE WATER SYSTEMS

Your water system experts, for well pump
and water treatment.

We offer 24 hour emergency service.

624 Third St. Lafayette, OR 97127
Phone: 503-864-4556
Fax: 503-864-2701
cascadewatersystems.com
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e Ag ¢ Farming ¢ Nursery
e Christmas Tree Removal and Overstock Nursery Removal &
e Logging e Excavation e Road Building g
« Slash Piling and Burning o

Estacada, OR. - 503-207-9058 - 503-407-3055 - www.omalleybros.com

No Mlddle Man
= Blg Savmgs 2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

ODERMOTT ALFALFA SEED FARM :

800-910-4101 | 208-465-5280 | www.tugofwarseeds.com ¢

WE DELIVER -
- ANYWHERE! -~ =

o Alfalfa Seed
o Corn Seed
) Grass Seed
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Together, we drive agriculture FORWARD

-—

5184421-1

WE ARE OPEN FOR YOUR
FARM MACHINERY NEEDS!

Rental ¢ Purchase ¢ Consignment Program

Ray Brothers Equipment
(208) 880-6344 » Call or Text Chris
Ironside, OR ¢ Financing Available!

www.ray-brothers.com
Email for more info
CHRISRAY@RAYBROTHERS.NET

LET CUSTOMERS KNOW!

Contact the Capital Press at 800-882-6789 to .
place your “WE’RE OPEN" ad in our next issue!

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

Each of our locations is and will continue to
be staffed for your parts and service (field and
shop) needs. We are offering curbside parts
pickup, parts delivery and direct ship.

Visit agri-service.com or call 1-800-260-3599

5186119-1

ACCREDITED

bert «
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CONSULTANT

WE ARE OPEN

Idaho Ranches & Farms

WE SPECIALIZE IN
TAX-DEFERRED EXCHANGES

Bob Jones, Broker
208-308-6060

Mark Jones, Assoc. Broker
208-308-3030

208-733-0404 » www.RJREALTY.com
1766 Addison Avenue E. Twin Falls, ID 83301

S186127-1

Steel Plpe

WsteelFencing

Road.Bore

RBISON
ﬂ PIPE &
SUPPLY.

ALL YOUR STE!! H!!!

Casing , .
o Fabrlcatlon

/ -

BUD. 7647473
BISONPIPE.COM

5186391-1

5184164-1



