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H-2A minimum wage reductmn under consideration

By DAN WHEAT
For the Capital Press

The federal government
apparently is discussing low-
ering the minimum wage for
H-2A-visa agricultural for-
eign guestworkers because
of the COVID-19 crisis, says
Michael Marsh, president and
CEO of the National Council
of Agricultural Employers.

“Apparently there is some
discussion between USDA
and the U.S. Department of
Labor, but I would be sur-
prised that absent any rule
making that it would take
place because they would
probably be sued either by
labor advocates or folks on
the right,” Marsh said.

The possibility of a reduc-
tion in the AEWR — the
acronym for the Adverse
Effect Wage Rate — for H-2A

guestworkers was reported
April 16 by Tucker Carlson
on Fox News. Carlson opined
against it, saying agricul-
tural jobs should go to newly
unemployed Americans.

The difficulty with that,
Marsh said, is most Ameri-
cans don’t want to do agri-
cultural work because it’s
physically demanding and
outdoors.

Marsh said a California
tomato grower this week saw
an uptick in Americans look-
ing for work. But out of the
26 applicants, 24 didn’t pass
a drug test and of the two that
were offered work, one didn’t
show up and the other quit
after half a day.

Marsh said he didn’t know
if other agricultural groups
are seeking a reduction in the
AEWR.

Paul Schlegel, vice pres-

ident of public affairs at the
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, said it’s important to
address the AEWR at a time
when labor-intensive produce
farms have lost much of their
markets due to COVID-19.
“The closing of restau-
rants, hotels and tourism is
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Discussions may be underway in the federal govern-
ment to reduce the minimum wage paid to H-2A guest-
workers.

forcing farmers to plow under
their fields to cut their losses,”
Schlegel said. “Asking farm-
ers to pay artificially high
wages at a time when their
own income has largely evap-
orated due to the COVID-19
pandemic is not right.”

AFBF has long supported

efforts to remedy the AEWR
which is calculated on “flawed
survey data,” causing dramatic
annual increases, he said.

NCAE has previously sued
and petitioned DOL to halt
dramatic AEWR increases in
2019. DOL sets the AEWR
annually based on prevail-
ing wages. It is intended to
keep wages of foreign work-
ers high enough that they
don’t adversely effect wages
and employment of domestic
workers.

DOL has never met the cri-
teria of determining a need and
just defaults to annual AEWR
increases, which results in a
never-ending upward spiral
of foreign and domestic agri-
cultural wages, causing some
growers to go out of business,
Marsh said.

The AEWR went up 5.32%
on Jan. 2 in Oregon and Wash-

ington, from $15.03 to $15.83
per hour, the highest in the
nation.

In comparison, the Oregon
state minimum wage is $11.25
an hour and $12.50 in the
Portland metro area. Washing-
ton’s is $13.50.

The national average
AEWR is $13.99 per hour, up
5.58%. It increased 6.3% in
January of 2019 and increased
22.8% in Nevada, Utah and
Colorado at that time.

Such increases have been
double or triple the annual
average increases of agri-
cultural and non-agricultural
domestic workers, are costing
farms hundreds of millions of
dollars and are forcing some
out of business, Marsh said.

It’s a huge issue for Wash-
ington tree fruit growers
heavily dependent on H-2A
workers.

Pacific Power proposing 10% rate increase for irrigation customers

By GEORGE PLAVEN
(apital Press

PORTLAND — One of
Oregon’s largest electric util-
ities is seeking a 10% rate
increase for irrigation custom-
ers in part to help pay for more
renewable energy and trans-
mission upgrades.

Pacific Power submitted its
request for a general rate revi-

sion to the Oregon Public Util-
ity Commission on Feb. 14. The
PUC held public hearings by
telephone and video conference
on April 2 and 13 to discuss the
proposal. New rates would not
go into effect until 2021.

The timing, however, is not
ideal as the coronavirus pan-
demic has shuttered non-essen-
tial businesses, helping to drive
down commodity prices while
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farmers and ranchers face labor
shortages and supply chain
disruptions.

Overall, Pacific Power
wants to raise rates by an aver-
age of 1.6%, collecting an
additional $21.6 million per
year. Most residential custom-
ers would pay an extra $4.03
on their monthly bills, the util-
ity says.

It is nonetheless a diffi-

cult request given the circum-
stances, as nearly 300,000
Oregonians have filed for
unemployment over the four
weeks ending April 11, accord-
ing to the latest figures from the
state Employment Department.

“Clearly, these proposals
were made before COVID-19
was on anyone’s radar,” said
Tom Gauntt, a Pacific Power
spokesman. “We know that the
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disruption and pain caused by
the virus will play a part in this
ongoing process.”

The rate hike for Pacific
Power’s 7,984 irrigation cus-
tomers in Oregon would
be even steeper — 10% —
according to the PUC filing.
Gauntt said this would be par-
tially offset by a projected
4.6% decrease in fuel costs,
thanks to wider adoption of

cheaper renewable energy like
wind, solar and hydro power.

Irrigators could also lower
their costs through a new pro-
gram aimed at shifting their
energy usage to off-peak hours.
For example, Gauntt said farm-
ers could save as much as 8%
by not turning on their pumps
from2to 6 p.m.or6to 10 p.m.,
and shifting usage to a different
time of their choosing.

D&S TIRES INC.

26884 Pear] Rd - Parma, Idaho 83660
New Track Shop that brings BIG Savings to the Western U.S!

(208) 635-0700

WE ARE OPEN AND READY TO
RETREAD AND REPAIR YOUR TRACK
TO GET YOU IN THE FIELD!

www.dstiresales.com

Jack Horton
208 8309210

AGRILANDS REAL ESTATE

STILL KICKING & TAKING NAMES

\/
agrilandsrealestate.com
Rae H Anderson

208 761 9553

5184464-1

L0\G BRON

BUILDING SUPPLY
== Since 1974 S=_

WE’RE OPEN & HERE TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY

195 Birds Eye Ave. Woodburn, OR 97071
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$184465-1

S184470-
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Nyssa Tractor & Implement

Business as usual. We're not here to alienate
our customers, we're here to serve!!

www.nyssatractor.com
Toll Free (833) 372-4020
Nyssa, OR
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Ray Brothers Equipment
(208) 880-6344 ¢ Call or Text Chris

OR ¢ Financing Available!

www.ray-brothers.com
Email for more info

CHRISRAY@RAYBROTHERS.NET

Supply Company
“Committed to Service Excellence”

Pumps & Pump Stations | Agricultural Irrigation | Water Treatment | Water Systems

4420 Ridge Drive NE, Salem, OR 97301
503-585-5550 local 866-985-5550 toll-free 503-581-6799 fax
CCB #33228
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NEED WORK"

Call Atkinson Staffing, Inc.
SERVING THE PASCO AND HERMISTON AREA

Pasco, WA: 509-545-8500

2505 West Sylvester St.

Hermiston, OR: 541-567-1094

80796 N. Hwy 395
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Our name is new, but our
experience and knowledge in the farming, seed

and dairy business is not. We, at Good Seed, pride ourselves
on our trusted brands, integrity and trusted genetics. We

always will do our best to keep overhead down to keep our
products reasonably priced to you, our customers.

Our shipping and delivery really is FREE!

‘ Billings, MT | Parma, ID 208-965-4327

e Ag ¢ Farming ¢ Nursery
e Christmas Tree Removal and Overstock Nursery Removal
e Logging e Excavation e Road Building
e Slash Piling and Burning

Estacada, OR. - 503-207-9058 - 503-407-3055 - www.omalleybros.com
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www.trailer-world.com ¢« www.trailer-world.com

WE ARE OPEN

For All Your Trailer Repair & Triier Puhase Needs
Stay safe and healthy!

Diamond

Trailer Sales

Your All Service Dealer  Halsey, OR

541-953-7548 ¢ 541-740-5135 ¢ Over 350 units on our lot
View our inventory: diamondksales.com
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