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Farm app creators cope with virus closures

By MATTHEW WEAVER
(apital Press

The creators of the local
food-oriented smart phone
app Share.Farm say they’ve
taken a “good hit” in the
midst of coronavirus-related
business closures but hope to
attract more individual cus-
tomers who want to purchase
food from farmers.

The app currently helps
customers order food online
and have it delivered to their
business. The food comes
from local farms and ranches
and wholesale distributors of
organic and natural foods. It
is delivered the next morning.

Washington Gov. Jay Ins-
lee recently issued a “Stay
Home, Stay Healthy” order
closing all businesses except
those considered essential.

“It’s pretty substantial,”
app co-founder Vincent
Peak said of the closure’s
impact. “Our main focus
was in-house corporate din-
ing, and bringing farmers
on to deliver direct to cafe-
terias. That’s entirely closed
down, and that was the
main revenue driver of our
business.”

The company is now
reduced to home food deliv-
ery, but that, too, has become
limited, Peak said.

The Share.Farm website. The company has seen corpo-
rate traffic drop after coronavirus-related closures but
is hoping to attract individual customers.

The app typically attracts
50 to 75 users each day.

Peak said he is working
with developers to update the
app. Customers are able to
use the mobile app to arrange

to purchase food directly
from local farmers.

Peak expects more traf-
fic on the app as customers
seek to purchase more local
products.

ONLINE
https://share.farm/

“Utilizing something like
the app, or just going out to
the local farms, contacting
them, getting your food from
the local community — that’s
a recession-proof model,” he
said. “The food exists, you
can always access your local
economy.”

Farmers will also sign up
to have their contact infor-
mation included in the app,
Peak said. About 500 farms
across the nation are using
the app, with 20 to 30 in the

Spokane area.

He said he’s seen an
increase in users searching
for local beef and organic
products. That helps Peak
provide feedback to farmers
about what customers want,
he said.

It also helps identify new
farms to bring on board, he
said.

The company has low
overhead, Peak said. Much
of the work consists of being
online, he noted.

“Regardless of what hap-
pens, the business will sur-
vive,” he said. “It will just be
an uphill battle getting things
back to where they were.”

Wineries offer virtual tastlngs amld coronavirus shutdown

By ERIC RISBERG
Associated Press

SONOMA, Calif. (AP) — In
stark contrast to the normal hustle
and bustle of tourists and enophiles,
the grounds sit empty at Califor-
nia’s oldest commercial winery —
the historic Buena Vista.

Tasting rooms statewide shut
down last month after the gover-
nor ordered businesses to close to
slow the spread of the new coro-
navirus. So Buena Vista and other
wineries that want to stay viable
and connected to their customers

during the pandemic are harnessing
technology and platforms such as
Facebook Live to offer virtual wine
experiences.

Actor George Webber, dressed
in period clothing as “The Count”
Agoston Haraszthy — the founder
of Buena Vista in 1857 — takes
online viewers back in time, broad-
casting several days a week inside
the oldest wine cave dug in the state
and offering a “virtual tasting.”

“While it’s certainly an inter-
esting phenomenon — a different
world now without throngs of peo-
ple visiting our tasting room — this
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Wineries are offering virtual
tours online while traditional
wine-tasting events have been
put on hold by virus shutdowns.

is a remarkable opportunity to pres-
ent the wines, the history behind
the wines, the flavors and aromas

of each wine in a format that pro-
vides plenty of time to talk about
the wines and share my perceptions
with people around the world who
can comment live,” Webber said.
“It is a fun and unique way to keep
commerce going in these difficult
times.”

Among the many other winer-
ies doing online experiences are
Clos du Val, Far Niente, Groth,
St.  Supery, Kendall-Jackson,
Quintessa, Plumpjack, Wente and
Bouchaine Vineyards.

At Bouchaine, a premier pro-
ducer of estate Chardonnay and

Pinot noir in Napa’s Carneros
region, a virtual online experi-
ence that had been in the planning
for months was launched in mid-
March at a crucial time. Those who
want to take part in the tasting pro-
gram order a winemaker tasting kit,
which is delivered to their home.
Bouchaine’s host leads the virtual
tasting with a view of scenic rolling
vineyards in the background.

Taking part in one of the first
hour-long wine tastings last month
were Don and Mardel Overly, who
were self-quarantined in their home
near Reno, Nevada.

WE ARE OPEN
FOR YOU

20179 Main Street

PO Box 490, St. Paul, OR-
(503) 633-1111
www.ernstirrigation.com

AGRISERVICE »»»  WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

Together, we drive agriculture FORWARD

Each of our locations is and will continue to
be staffed for your parts and service (field and
shop) needs. We are offering curbside parts
pickup, parts delivery and direct ship.
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LER w Ontario, OR 541-889-4310 2
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¢ Always best service guaranteed.

WE ARE OPEN FOR

PARTS PICK UP
Call ahead for pick up at (503) 538-7739

24175 Dayton Ave.
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BUILDING SUPPLY

== Since 1974 =—_
WE’RE OPEN & HERE TO HELP OUR COMMUNITY

195 Birds Eye Ave. Woodburn, OR 97071
(503) 981-4041 | (877) 920-8728
(503) 982-7821 Fax
sales@longbrosbldg.com

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1974
www.longbrosbldg.com

$182763-1

Supply Company
“Committed to Service Excellence”

Pumps & Pump Stations | Agricultural Irrigation | Water Treatment | Water Systems

L. i i 4420 Ridge Drive NE, Salem, OR 97301
Visit agri-service.com or call 1-800-260-3599 OE‘::;:mem Newberg, OR 97132 503-585-5550 local 866-985-5550 tollfree 503-581-6799 fax
1829381 1829851 CCB #33228 51829841
WE ARE OPEN www.nwmixerfeeders.com
1121 Garber
St, Caldwell, ID - 208 459-2750 (0 gnnltqeﬁ,y Jett Blackburn
Idaho Ranches & Farms — . —
Re3l Estate Real Estate Inc.

WE SPECIALIZE IN
TAX-DEFERRED EXCHANGES

Bob Jones, Broker
208-308-6060

Mark Jones, Assoc. Broker
208-308-3030

208-733-0404 e www.RJREALTY.com
1766 Addison Avenue E. Twin Falls, ID 83301
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CONSULTANT

WE ARE OPEN "FOR ALL
YOUR EQUIPMENT, PARTS,
& SERVICE NEEDS
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« Alpacas
« Llamas
o Sheep
» Goats

« Hooves & Teeth

SANTANA SHEARING
541-981-1866
541-570-2756

o Alfalfa Seed
- WE DELIVER

- ¢ Corn Seed
T Grass Seed
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ODERMOTT ALFALFA SEED FARM

800-910-4101 | 208-465-5280 | www.tugofwarseeds.com

5182989-1
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Auction Co.LLC

FOR ALL YOUR AUCTION NEEDS!

For more information contact Sam Baker @ 208-741-4230
or any of the other Baker Auction Co. personnel.

BAKER AUCTION CO., LLC
800-650-5808 * www.bakerauction.com

CASH ror TIMBER |

e Ag « Farming e Nursery
e Christmas Tree Removal and Overstock Nursery Removal
e Logging e Excavation e Road Building
e Slash Piling and Burning

Estacada, OR. - 503-207-9058 - 503-407-3055 - www.omalleybros.com

Steel Plpe
Steel'Fencing
*»mRoad,Bore .
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( PIPE &
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Casing , .
Fabrication
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800.76%7473
BISONPIPE.COM

$182940-1
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Our name is new, but our
experience and knowledge in the farming, seed
and dairy business is not. We, at Good Seed, pride ourselves
on our trusted brands, integrity and trusted genetics. We
always will do our best to keep overhead down to keep our
products reasonably priced to you, our customers.

Our shipping and delivery really is FREE!

Billings, MT | Parma, ID 208-965-4327
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WE ARE OPEN FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS!

Curt Blackburn, Broker
541-589-0025

Nancy Gregg, Broker
541-589-1362

707 Ponderosa Village ® Burns, OR 97720

541-573-7206 * Fax: 541-573-5011
E-mail: jblackbn@centurytel.net
www.jettblackburn. com

$182970-1

BROKERS
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Lipensed Real Estate Broker in Oregon

"‘I'erlMcKenme@KW.com

_' TenMcKenzne.KW.com
5182982-1

For All YorTraiIer Repair & Triler Purc| ae Needs
Stay safe and healthy!

Diamond Trailer Sales

Your All Service Dealer * Halsey, OR

541-953-7548 ¢ 541-740-5135 ¢ Over 350 units on our lot
View our inventory: diamondksales.com

$182749-1
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Where you want it! When you want it!

H-2A Housing Available Starting at $10/day é
Yakima-Hermiston Area S g
541-571-5989 ¢ AgriLaborinc.com Ay
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