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Finding a niche in ag technology

Projects lean on
blockchain to provide
reliable crop, farm data

By GEORGE PLAVEN
(apital Press

SPRINGFIELD, Ore. —
Jim Cupples has always
been interested in local
farms.

Cupples and his wife,
Carrie, are adamant about
buying fresh produce grown
near their home in Spring-
field, Ore., at the southern
end of the Willamette Val-
ley. The couple eats “in sea-
son” as much as possible,
meaning whatever fruits
and vegetables are ready
to harvest, that’s what’s for
dinner.

“We had an interest in
what was growing around
us, how we could buy those
products and keeping track
of what we really enjoyed,”
Cupples said.

But tracking  down
locally grown food could be
challenging. There was no
central, all-inclusive data-
base showing where farms
are, what they sell and
how to buy it. Cupples, an
entrepreneur who describes
himself as a technologist,
wanted to change that.

Partnering with Chris
Styles, a software engineer
from Wren, Ore., Cupples
helped build All The Farms,
a website where visitors can
enter their home address
and pull up a list of neigh-
boring farms complete with
map, contact information
and short bios about each
operation.

For environment-minded
consumers, searches can
also be tailored to meet
certain farming practices
such as no-till and cover
crops. The site went online
last September, and Cup-
ples said about 200 Oregon
farms are now featured in
the database.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, Cupples said it’s
100% free and inclusive.

“I enjoy building, as
much as possible, inclusive
products that are in the data
world,” he said.

Politics to agriculture

Before Cupples shifted
to agriculture technology, he
was focused on the world of
politics.

He grew up across the
Hudson River from New
York and moved to Oregon
in 2006 to finish his bache-
lor’s degree in political sci-
ence at the University of
Oregon. After graduating,
Cupples spent time working
with Habitat for Human-
ity of Central Lane County
and then as director of the
Springfield Museum.

What he really wanted,
however, was to run his
own business. The turn-
ing point came in 2013,
when he attended a Startup
Weekend event in Portland,
hosted by Google. The goal
was to help techies and
developers pitch ideas for
startup companies, network
with partners and develop a
working prototype.
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Jim Cupples, 45, of Springdfield, Ore., is making his mark in agriculture technology as the mastermind behind All-
TheFarms.com, AgCheck and HempCheck.

Approximately 100,000 hemp seeds in a tray are drying and getting ready to be
bagged as part of HempCheck, working with High Grade Hemp Seed.

Cupples’ idea — a pre-
cursor to All The Farms —
was a similar website where
people could enter their
address and find their clos-
est elected officials, from
state legislators to city coun-
cil and school board mem-
bers. He hoped the database
would inspire more people
to run for office.

“There should be an easy
tool, where you enter your
address and see who your
local representatives are,”
Cupples explained.

Through the Startup
Weekend, Cupples con-
nected with engineering
students at Portland State
University who agreed to
work with him on a cap-
stone project. The idea went
national after he took it to
Silicon Valley, where he
was later introduced to a
Los Angeles-based political
software company called
NationBuilder.

The platform, named
Run For Office, went live
in 2016. It now lists over
150,000 political offices
across the country.

“From that point on, I
really started learning more
and more about technol-
ogy,” Cupples said. “Not
being an engineer ... you

have to approach it with
a lot of humility, and ask
questions that make you
seem like one of the lesser
experienced people in the
room.”

Built using blockchain

The success of Run For
Office inspired All The
Farms, which has in turn
inspired a pair of new farm-
based products using block-
chain, the online tool best
known for cryptocurrencies
such as Bitcoin that is being
adapted to manage supply
chains.

Blockchain works as a
digital ledger shared over a
network of computers that
records every transaction in
a supply chain. Each “block”
of data is linked together,
creating a “chain” of infor-
mation that allows anyone to
instantly track a commodity
back to its original source.

In agriculture, that means
anyone with access can
trace crops from the farm to
supermarket shelves, poten-
tially identifying the source
of a food-borne illness in
minutes rather than days or
weeks.

Food safety is not the
only way farmers can ben-
efit  from  blockchain.

Inspired by a 2019 meet-
ing hosted by the National
Wildlife Federation, Cup-
ples began working with
Oregon State University
on AgCheck, flying drones
over farms and uploading
the images to blockchain to
verify that growers are fol-
lowing organic and sustain-
able practices that add value
to their crops.

“The stakes are high in
this scenario because there is
money and credibility on the
line,” Cupples said. “There
have been many claims of
farming methods that have
not been true.”

Cupples said a prototype
for AgCheck should be com-
pleted by the end of April. A
test flight was made last year
at Moondog’s Farm in Mar-
cola, Ore., with a handful of
students from Lane Commu-
nity College.

At the same time, Cup-
ples and OSU are devel-
oping another blockchain
platform  called Hemp-
Check, which would allow
hemp seed farmers to post
information on blockchain
related to their crops. Labs
would also be able to certify
that documents posted were
accurate.
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ics is crucial for hemp farm-
ers so they do not run afoul
of state and federal laws,
such as exceeding the 0.3%
limit of tetrahydrocannab-
inol, or THC. Cupples said
HempCheck can help grow-
ers avoid purchasing fraud-
ulent seed and protect their
investment.

“Good hemp seeds are
commonly around $1 each,
which means a bag of hemp
seeds will be one of the big-
gest investments that the
farmer makes,” he said.

Cupples said the team
will formally begin the
HempCheck service in early
June for specific lots of seed
grown by High Grade Hemp
Seed, and hope to have it
available to the public by
August.

“There’s nowhere else I’d
rather be than working with
agriculture and technology,”
he said. “I find it meaningful
to local economies, devel-
oping products, along with
their feedback, that’s going
to help grow their business.”

Submit upcoming ag-related
events on www.capitalpress.com
or by email to newsroom@capital-
press.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 10

AgForestry Class 41 Gradua-
tion Postponed: The celebration
the AgForestry Leadership Program’s
41st Class will be rescheduled. Con-
tact: Melissa Skomer-Kafton, 509-
926-9113, melissa@agforestry.
org Website: http://agforestry.org/
graduation-class-41/

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,
APRIL 16-19

Shepherd’s Extravaganza Can-
celed: All day, Spring Fair, Washing-
ton State Fairgrounds, 110 9th Ave.
SW, Puyallup, Wash. There will be top
quality fleeces and sheep for sale,
demonstrations, classes, fiber ven-
dors, and sale of used equipment.
Contact: Lin Schwider, 425-432-3455.
Email: lin@shepherds-extravaganza

THURSDAY-SUNDAY,
APRIL 23-26

California FFA State Conven-
tion Canceled: Anaheim Conven-
tion Center, 800 W Katella Ave., Ana-

heim, Calif. California’s FFA members
will meet and compete and demon-
strate their knowledge of agricul-
ture. Website: http://www.calaged.
org/stateconvention

FRIDAY, APRIL 24

Women in Ranching WIRED
Program: Yolo Land and Cattle Co.,
Woodland, Calif. The Northern Cal-
ifornia Women in Ranching WIRED
symposium will be held on April 24
at Yolo Land and Cattle Co. in Wood-
land, Calif. Speakers who are experts
in their field have agreed to share
their knowledge with participants.
Contact: Leanne Brown, 530-598-
4444, sisgbrown@gmail.com

SATURDAY-SUNDAY,

APRIL 25-26

Oregon Ag Fest Canceled: A
family-oriented weekend full of fun-
filled activities that will help children
— and their parents — learn about
Oregon agriculture. See you next
year — April 24-25,2021. Online:
http://oragfest.com/

SUNDAY-TUESDAY
MAY 17-19

The Alltech Ideas Conference:

CALENDAR

Central Bank Center, 430 W.Vine

St., Lexington, Ky. The 36th Alltech
Ideas Conference will explore inno-
vative solutions within the global
food-supply chain. More than 40
topics are slated for discussion. Web-
site: http://one.alltech.com

WEDNESDAY-
THURSDAY JUNE 3-4

Stockmanship Clinic: 8 a.m.
Pendleton Convention Center, 1601
Westgate, Pendleton, Ore. This
hands-on clinic will focus on practi-
cal applications of various livestock
handling techniques, why low stress
handling is important and helping to
design a livestock handling facility for
a local ranch. Sponsored by Roots of
Resilience and Oregon State Univer-
sity Extension. Contact: Andrea Mann
at 509-670-7743 or mannandrea@
aol.com, or Beth Robinette at beth@
lazyrbeef.com

SATURDAY, JUNE 20
Goat and Lamb Clinic:
9a.m.-2 p.m. Red Pavilion, Scio, Ore.
Join us for a practice showmanship
contest and some hands-on learning
on how to get your animal showring
ready. Contact: Teri Mckenzie, 503-

302-9901, teri@4Mlivestock.com

SATURDAY-SUNDAY
JUNE 20-21

Glenwood Ketchum Kalf
Rodeo: 12:30 p.m. Glenwood, Wash.
The 86th Annual Ketchum Kalf
Rodeo will be held in Glenwood,
Wash. The Glenwood Rodeo Asso-
ciation is a nonprofit, all-volunteer
organization. Contact: Mary L. Pierce,
509-364-3427

MONDAY-TUESDAY
JUNE 22-23

Idaho Cattle Association Sum-
mer Roundup: Burley Convention
Center, Burley, Idaho. The annual
summer conference includes pre-
sentations on topics of interest to
cattle producers, as well as social
events and a golf tournament.
Agenda to be announced. Website:
http://www.idahocattle.org

TUESDAY-FRIDAY
JUNE 23-26

Agriculture Transportation
Coalition Annual Meeting: Greater
Tacoma Convention Center, 1320
Broadway, Tacoma, Wash. This is the

largest gathering of agriculture and
forest products transportation pro-
fessionals in the U.S. Website: www.
agtrans.org

FRIDAY, JULY 24

16th Annual AgForestry Golf
Tournament: 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Apple Tree Golf Course, 8804 Occi-
dental Ave., Yakima, Wash. Join
the AgForestry network of alumni
and supporters for an afternoon
of golf, camaraderie and support-
ing future AgForestry Leaders.
Contact: Melissa Skomer-Kafton,
509-926-9113, melissa@agfor-
estry.org Website: http://agfor-
estry.org/golf-tournament-2020/

FRIDAY-SATURDAY
SEPT. 25-26

Pacific Northwest Christmas
Tree Association Trade Show: Sher-
aton Portland Airport Hotel, 8235 NE
Airport Way, Portland, Ore. This is the
annual meeting and trade show of
the Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree
Association. Contact: http://www.
pnwcta.org
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Correction policy

Accuracy is important to Capital Press
staff and to our readers.

If you see a misstatement, omission or
factual error in a headline, story or photo
caption, please call the Capital Press news

department at 503-364-4431, or send

email to newsroom@capitalpress.com.

We want to publish corrections
to set the record straight.



