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Farm Bureau: WDFW should let
ranchers see where wolves are

By DON JENKINS
(apital Press

Washington ranchers
in wolf country should get
GPS-collar data, rather than
depend on state wildlife man-
agers to tell them where dens
are in the spring and early sum-
mer, a state Farm Bureau offi-
cial said Tuesday at a meet-
ing of Fish and Wildlife’s Wolf
Advisory Group.

The organization’s direc-
tor of government relations,
Tom Davis, a member of the
group, said he’s frustrated by
the department’s long-stand-
ing policy of blacking out col-
lar data until July 16, well after
cattle are turned out on sum-
mer grazing pastures.

The department should trust
ranchers to stay away from
dens, he said.

“If you get a bad actor,
you do something about the
bad actor, but you don’t treat
everyone like a bad actor, and
that’s what they’re doing now,”
Davis said in an interview.

Fish and Wildlife offi-
cials defended the black-out
period. Wolf specialist Ben
Maletzke said the department
keeps ranchers informed about
pack movements, including
the location of stationary dens.
“You don’t need daily conver-
sations to tell them it’s in the
same place,” he said.

The advisory group met by
phone Tuesday and planned
to meet again Wednesday to
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A Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife biologist
holds a radio collar that wildlife managers use to track
wolves. The department has adopted a more restrictive
policy on providing collar data to ranchers.

review wolf-related activi-
ties by the department. Davis
used the opportunity to chal-
lenge the department’s black-
out policy.

Ranchers should be able
to check daily on wolf move-
ments without waiting to be
contacted by the department,
he said.

“l still don’t understand
why we’re not making it easier
to get this information in the
hands of the producers,” Davis
said. “We won’t be comfort-
able until that data pipeline is
opened up more, for the good
our producers.”

The collars intermittently
signal the location of a wolf,
identifying dens in the spring
and rendezvous sites in the
summer, and giving an overall
picture of a pack’s territory.

Fish and Wildlife had col-
lars on 28 wolves, or 22% of
the state’s population, at some
point in 2019.

After July 16, when pups
have left dens and are more
mobile, ranchers can have
direct access to collar data if
they sign an agreement to keep
the information to themselves.
The department has given
no indication the policy will
change this year.

“I think Tom’s right. The
information should be put other
there,” Stevens County Cattle-
men’s Association President
Scott Nielsen said in an inter-
view. “They (Fish and Wild-
life) may have some individ-
ual ranchers who are satisfied.
I can tell you, I don’t know any
of them.”

Bill Mclrvin, a partner in

the Diamond M Ranch in
northeast Washington, said
the family-owned operation
isn’t getting information from
the department about the
whereabouts of wolves. “We
are not, and we never have,”
he said.

Diamond M was accused
by a Washington State Uni-
versity professor in 2016 of
provoking attacks on cattle by
placing salt blocks near a den.
WSU officials repudiated the
comments, saying the claim
had no basis in fact and that the
ranch didn’t know where the
den was when it released cattle.

Mclrvin  said ~ knowing
that the den was there could
have saved the ranch “a lot of
heartache.”

“We would not have put
the salt there if we had known
because we wouldn’t want to
have held cows where the den
site was,” he said.

Diamond M has not signed
an agreement with Fish and
Wildlife to get collar data
after the black-out period. The
agreement was too intrusive,
Mclrvin said.

He also said the collars
allow Fish and Wildlife to
name packs, focusing atten-
tion on the fate of packs rather
than reducing conflicts in spe-
cific areas.

“Collars kind of keep every-
body stirred up,” he said. “The
wolves aren’t the problem, it’s
the bureaucracy around the
wolves that are the problem.”

Washington snowpack looks good

By DAN WHEAT
For the Capital Press

YAKIMA, Wash. — Irri-
gation water has begun flow-
ing at lower Yakima Val-
ley farms, and there should
be plenty through the grow-
ing season because of good
snowpack in the Cascade
Range.

Last year, moderate
drought resulted in restric-
tions on junior water right
holders and some crop losses.

Washington’s  statewide
snowpack was 104% of nor-
mal on March 30 compared
to 47% on Dec. 27 and 80%
a year ago, according to the
U.S. Natural Resources Con-
servation Service.

“Things are looking good
considering how the sea-
son started out. Some people
were ready to declare drought
on Jan. 1,” said Scott Pattee,
the NRCS state water supply
specialist in Mount Vernon.

Twice the normal amount
of snowfall in January turned
things around and enough
snow continued in Febru-
ary and March to maintain a
slightly above normal snow-
pack, Pattee said.

But adequacy of low ele-
vation snow is questionable
in the Yakima Basin, said
Chris Lynch, hydrologist at
the U.S. Bureau of Reclama-
tion in Yakima.

Lower elevation snow-
pack is not good, and it’s hard

to get an accurate reading
because SNOTEL sites are at
higher elevations, Lynch said.

Overall, the situation is
much better than early Janu-
ary or than last year, he said.

A mid-March  storm
dumped 33 inches of snow at
Mission Ridge Ski Area south
of Wenatchee. The nearest
NRCS SNOTEL snow telem-
etry site at Upper Wheeler
Ridge recorded 24 inches.
The same storm provided
heavy snow on the north side
of the Olympic Mountains,
which will irrigate Elwah and
Dungeness farmlands.

“Port Angeles and Sequim
got more low elevation snow
this year than any place in the
state,” Pattee said.

While closing offices to
the public and making other
logistical changes due to the
coronavirus, Central Wash-
ington irrigation districts are
planning normal seasonal
startups.

The 72,000-acre Roza Irri-
gation District, in the Yakima
Valley, began charging its 95
miles of canals and 350 miles
of laterals with water from the
Yakima River on March 16
and began deliveries March
20. It was closer to normal
timing than last year, which
was late because of late storms
leaving snow in canals.

Kittitas Reclamation Dis-
trict, in the upper Yakima
Basin, plans to begin water
deliveries on April 15.

The Klamath Basin.
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Bureau of Reclamation
issues new three-year
plan for Klamath River

By GEORGE PLAVEN
(apital Press

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore.
— The U.S. Bureau of Rec-
lamation has issued a new
three-year operating plan for
the Klamath River, dedicat-
ing more water for endan-
gered salmon while avoid-
ing a “worst case scenario”
for farmers and ranchers.

In exchange, a local tribe
and fishing groups agreed
to suspend a lawsuit filed
against the agency in 2019
and withdrew their motion
for a preliminary injunction
that sought even more water
— up to 50,000 acre-feet
— to protect the fish from
drought and disease.

Management plans, oth-
erwise known as Biologi-
cal Opinions or BiOps, are
required under the federal
Endangered Species Act
to preserve threatened or
endangered species, such as
Klamath River coho salmon
which were listed as threat-
ened in 1997.

Last year, the Bureau
of Reclamation issued a
new five-year BiOp for the
Klamath River working with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and National Marine
Fisheries  Service.  The
Yurok Tribe, Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s
Associations and the Insti-
tute for Fisheries Resources
objected, arguing the plan
did not do enough to reverse
declining fish runs.

The groups sued in July
2019, while at the same
time the Klamath Irrigation
District and Klamath Water
Users Association also sued
on opposite grounds, claim-
ing the BiOp took too much
water from farms and put-
ting the region’s agriculture
in a precarious situation.

However, the plan was
ultimately ~ scrapped in
November 2019 when the
bureau said it had previ-
ously received “errone-
ous information” from an
outside source. The agen-
cies scrambled to revise the
BiOp ahead of the 2020 irri-
gation season, and hoped
to complete their review by
March 31.

Instead, the three-year
interim plan will buy them
more time to develop a lon-
ger-term BiOp without the
looming threat of legal
action.

In a joint statement,
the Yurok Tribe and fish-
ing groups said the interim
BiOp “allocates more water
for river flows in most
hydrologic years to help
the salmon,” allowing the
groups to temporarily halt
the lawsuit and withdraw
their request for a prelimi-
nary injunction.

“We will always stand up
and fight for our river and
our people, because salmon
are our lifeline,” said Frankie
Myers, vice chairman of the
Yurok Tribe in northern Cal-
ifornia. “Our salmon and the
Yurok people have suffered
from mismanagement of the
river, low flows and devas-
tating disease outbreaks, and
time is running out.”

Glen Spain, Northwest
regional director for the
Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s  Associations
and Institute for Fisheries
Resources, said restoring
salmon runs in the Klamath
River benefits everyone.

“We needed to bring this
lawsuit and it succeeded
in helping salmon in the
short-term,”  Spain  said.
“Now we can turn to work-
ing together on longer-term
river restoration.”

SPRING IS HERE... TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDER!

How to Use Chicken Soup?

Perfect for pastures, nuts, fruit trees, veggies, hemp, and everything else..
Bulk orders are backing up so it is time to place your order now before it’s too Iate’

Optlon 1: Apply Chicken Soup straight and water into soil
Can be sprayed, irrigated, drip, or knifed.
Easy one-step application at the beginning of the season.
Stimulates life in the soil and supplies all the nutrients most fertilizers neglect.
Improves the quality of all farms, gardens, orchards, and vineyards.

Option 2: Make 500 gallons of compost tea out of a 55 gallon barrel
Step 1. Get a large tank and add 1 part Chicken Soup For The Soil® to 9 parts water.

Step 2. Add a handful of good quality soil, or pure earthworm castings.
o After 4 or 5 days your mixture will ferment into a tea.
o Microbes will multiply and deposit waste back into the tea.

o Compost Tea contains all the nutrients in Chicken Soup plus beneficial

microbes. Inexpensive and effective.

Step 3. Use an air compressor and soaker hose to stir the mixture in the tank.
o Can be sprayed, irrigated, drip, or knifed.
o Can also be reapplied periodically as needed.

o Convert into an amazing foliar for an instant bump in nutrition and to
create biological exclusion on the leaf (less bugs and disease).

Option 3: Use half your budget on Chicken Soup and the other
half on chemical fertilizer

Apply Chicken Soup at least 2 weeks earlier than chemical fertilizer. Applying at

the same time will break up the colloidal structure of the Chicken Soup.

Example - $50 per acre budget; apply $25 Chicken Soup, then $25 worth of
chemical fertilizer later.

The Chicken Soup will help make the chemical fertilizer work better than it would
otherwise. Easy way for anybody to incorporate Chicken Soup for the Soil®.

Works with any nutrient program. Improve your soil and increase yields without
spending more.

All Methods of Application Work Great! Which One |Is Best For You?

"Chicken Soup for the Soil: I've been growing peppers

and super hot peppers for about 3 years and have
never had the the amount of great tasting peppers

like I do since I've started using Chicken Soup. Great

product, highly recommended!”
- James W.

COMMERCIAL QUANTITIES AVAILABLE » 208-602-2844 * www.DrJimZ.com/farm

27 s Chicken Soup

7 for the Soil

“Chicken Soup for the Soil® improves your soil
by feeding the microbes and supplying all the
nutrients most fertilizers neglect.”

Perfect For Agricultural Use
Hemp, Apples, Pastures, Almonds, Grapes, etc.

e Grow higher-quality fruits and vagatables with more color, better
taste, and less bug infestations and disease.

* Contains all the elements in the periodic table (sea nutrients,
amino acids, humic, fulvic, and other herbal extracts).

¢ All natural, toxin free, and bioavailable.

* Non-leaching formula / nutrients accumulate over time.

* Makes an amazing Compost Tea.

* Perfect for Gardeners, Growers, Farmers & Ranchers.

— Also Available:

*Makes up to

128 gallons with |
1 tablespoon

per gallon.
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