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By CAROL RYAN DUMAS
Capital Press

The U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency has issued a final 
interim decision to reapprove the 
registration of glyphosate under the 
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 
Rodenticide Act.

In its review, the agency deter-
mined there are no risks to human 
health for current registered uses of 
glyphosate and the herbicide is not 
likely to be carcinogenic to humans.

“EPA has conducted compre-
hensive human health and ecolog-
ical risk assessments for glyphosate 
and has not received any informa-
tion that would change the con-
clusion of its risk assessment,” the 
agency stated.

The American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration said glyphosate is an import-
ant tool used across many crops and 
growing systems as farmers con-
tinue their drive toward increas-
ingly sustainable production.

EPA’s science-based decision 
reaffirms the safety and effec-
tiveness of this widely adopted 

weed-control technology, the Farm 
Bureau said.

“This is a win for sustain-
able agriculture,” Zippy Duvall, 
Farm Bureau president, said in a 

press statement.
EPA’s decision “means farmers 

can continue to use conservation 
tillage and no-till methods on their 
farms to conserve soil, preserve 
and increase nutrients, improve 
water quality, trap excess carbon in 
the soil and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions,” he said.

“That said, safety is our first pri-
ority, and the science clearly shows 
that this tool is both safe and effec-
tive,” he said.

Glyphosate was first registered 
for use in the U.S. in 1974. It is 
one of the most widely used her-
bicides in the U.S. It is included in 
more than 750 products in the U.S. 
and is used in agriculture, forestry, 
lawns and garden, aquatic plants 
and industrial areas, according to 
the National Pesticide Information 
Center at Oregon State University.

In agriculture, glyphosate prod-
ucts are registered for use in the 
production of fruits, berries, nuts, 
vegetables, legumes, cereal grains 
and other field crops and in gly-
phosate-resistant crops — corn, 
soybeans, cotton, canola, sugar 

beets and alfalfa.
The National Corn Growers 

Association also welcomed EPA’s 
decision, saying safety is a priority 
for all corn growers.

All products in use today have 
been tested by EPA, and many 
have been used for decades with 
no findings of harmful effects on 
human health or the environment 
when used properly.

Each product is thoroughly 
reviewed by the EPA every 15 
years to ensure continued safety 
and account for any new informa-
tion or data, NCGA stated.

“The availability of safe prod-
ucts is critically important and 
allows farmers to continually 
improve the sustainability of their 
operations, while supplying a safe, 
secure supply of food for a grow-
ing population,” the association 
said.

Other organizations, however, 
contend EPA’s decision disregards 
a growing number of independent 
studies linking glyphosate to cancer.

EPA’s decision “underscores 
that the Trump administration’s 

willful ignorance of science and 
abject fealty toward the chemi-
cal pesticide industry knows no 
bounds,” Ken Cook, president 
of the Environmental Working 
Group, said in a press release.

The Center for Biological 
Diversity said EPA’s assessment 
contradicts a 2015 World Health 
Organization analysis of published 
research that determined glypho-
sate is a probable carcinogen.

“The Trump EPA’s assertion 
that glyphosate poses no risks to 
human health disregards inde-
pendent science findings in favor 
of confidential industry research 
and industry profits,” Lori Ann 
Burd, the center’s director of envi-
ronmental health, said in a press 
release.

In its reapproval of glyphosate, 
EPA is requiring risk-manage-
ment measures to address off-tar-
get spray drift to protect non-tar-
get organisms such as pollinators. 
It is also working to implement 
an interim approach for assessing 
potential risk to listed species and 
their designated critical habitats.

By BRAD CARLSON
Capital Press

BOISE — The House Agri-
cultural Affairs Committee on 
Jan. 30 advanced a proposal 
to redraw Idaho Potato Com-
mission districts for grower 
commissioners, providing 
more representation from the 
high-volume east side of the 
state.

The proposal, House Bill 
389, will return to the commit-
tee for a hearing. That’s far-
ther than a different version got 
in 2019, when the committee 
advised commission officials 
to seek a consensus from the 
industry.

“As a whole, the commis-
sion is designed to represent 
the industry, and part of that is 
to reflect the areas where pota-
toes are produced,” said Rep. 

Britt Raybould, R-Rexburg, the 
current legislation’s sponsor.

The commission has five 
growers, two shippers and two 
processors. They are nom-
inated by the industry and 
appointed by the governor. 
They can serve two terms of 
three years each.

HB 389 would not change 
the number of commissioners. 
Instead, it would move grower 
commissioners’ district bound-

aries to better reflect high-vol-
ume potato production areas in 
the state and create an at-large 
grower commissioner on the 
east side.

The bill would also update 
the definition of “shipper” to 
include vertically integrated 
growers who also have ship-
ping operations, while clari-
fying that grower, shipper and 
processor definitions are to be 
used only in determining qual-
ifications for the commission.

Raybould said this means a 
vertically integrated producer 
could seek a grower or shipper 
seat on the commission.

HB 389 would add a ref-
erendum process that would 
require support from at least 
six commissioners including 
growers, shippers and proces-
sors, the purpose statement 
said. It also would estab-

lish that commissioners serve 
at the pleasure of the gover-

nor to provide anti-trust pro-
tection for the promotion and 

marketing activities of the  
commission.

EPA review supports glyphosate safety

Reed Saxon/Associated Press File

The Environmental Protection 
Agency has found that glypho-
sate, the active ingredient in 
Roundup weedkiller and more 
than 700 other products sold in 
the U.S., is safe if used as direct-
ed on the label.

Bill shifts Idaho Potato Commission grower representation

Legislation would redraw 
district lines for Idaho 
Potato Commission mem-
bers.

oregonstateexpo.org

Mid-week events go off like clockwork here at the Oregon State 

Fair and Exposition Center, no matter the month. Details get managed. 

Promises get kept. Unexpected challenges get solved. And it’s all 

in the name of making event planners happy.

oregonstatefair.org

Please Contact:
Kim Grewe-Powell

2330 17th Street NE, Salem, OR 97301

971-701-6566

kgrewe-powell@oregonstatefair.org

CLOUD NINE

FOR MIDWEEK EVENT

PLANNERS.

Happy things happen here, 12 months a year.
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BAGS: 

• Seed Bags
• Fertilizer Bags
• Feed Bags
• Potato Bags
• Printed Bags
• Plain Bags
• Bulk Bags
• Totes
• Woven Polypropylene
• Bopp
• Polyethylene
• Pocket Bags
• Roll Stock & More!

HAY PRESS SUPPORT:

• Hay Sleeves
• Strap
• Totes
• Printed or Plain
• Stretch Film  
       (ALL GAUGES)

WAREHOUSE 

PACKAGING:

• Stretch Film
• Pallet Sheets
• Pallet Covers

WE SPECIALIZE IN BULK BAGS!

w w w . w e s t e r n p a c k a g i n g . c o m

LOCATIONS:

Albany, Oregon  (MAIN OFFICE)

Ellensburg, Washington

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Phone: 855-928-3856

    Fax: 541-497-6262

info@westernpackaging.com
.......................................................

CUSTOMER SERVICE

IS OUR TOP PRIORITY!

S170585-1
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YOUR HARDEST WORKING FARMHAND
Any size job, any size crew, get it done with a Real World Tough Yamaha ATV or Side-by-Side

FARMERS 
SAVE 
UP TO 

$2,169*

ATTENTION AGRICULTURAL PROFESSIONALS!  SAVE 10% OFF MSRP ON YOUR ATV OR SIDE-BY-SIDE 
PURCHASE, INCLUDING ACCESSORIES THROUGH THE YAMAHA COMMERCIAL PROGRAM.

10% OFF YAMAHA ADULT SIZE ATVS AND SXS MODELS*

VIKING EPS 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL YAMAHA DEALER TO DISCOVER  

THE FULL-LINE OF REAL-WORLD TOUGH ATVS AND SIDE-BY-SIDES

GRIZZLY EPS & KODIAK 700 EPS YXZ1000R SS XTR WOLVERINE X2 R-SPEC SE

*Maximum discount is based on purchase of a 2019 YXZ1000R SS SE.  Actual discount is 10% off MSRP of each unit and any accessories purchase at time of original 
unit sale. Units on this program are not eligible for any other retail incentive programs. Retail period: June 4, 2019 through June 30, 2020. Eligible models: 2017 – 2020 
motorcycle (excluding YZF-R1 & VMAX), all scooters, ATVs (excluding youth models), all SxS models and all snowmobiles. Active business license is required to receive 
the discount. ATV Riders: ATVs shown are recommended for use only by riders age 16 years and older. Yamaha recommends that all ATV riders take an approved training 
course. For safety and training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. Read the Owner’s Manual and the product warning labels 
before operation. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never carry passengers.  Side-by-Side Riders: 
Professional driver on closed course. Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Read the owner’s 
manual and product warning labels before operation. Model shown with optional accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change. ATV and Side-by-Side Riders: 
Avoid excessive speeds and never engage in stunt riding. Always avoid paved surfaces and never ride on public roads and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. 
Never ride under the influence of alcohol or other drugs; it is illegal and dangerous. Model shown with optional accessories. Vehicle specifications subject to change.

BEAVERTON HONDA-YAMAHA

10380 SW CASCADE AVE
TIGARD, OR

BEAVERTONMOTORCYCLES.COM

OUTLAW MOTORSPORTS, INC.

504 NW 1ST ST
ENTERPRISE, OR

OUTLAWMOTORSPORTSINC.NET

POWER MOTORSPORTS

333 SW SUBLIMITY BLVD
SUBLIMITY, OR

POWERMOTORSPORTS.COM

PRO CALIBER MOTORSPORTS

3500 N HIGHWAY 97
BEND, OR

PROCALIBERBEND.COM

WATER WORLD BOAT & POWERSPORT

5731 CRATER LAKE HWY
CENTRAL POINT, OR

WATERWORLDMEDFORD.COM
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