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Cattle producers were 
among those invited to par-
ticipate in President Trump’s 
signing of two executive 
orders on Oct. 11 to bring 
more fairness and transpar-
ency to federal regulatory 
guidelines and enforcement.

Third-generation cat-
tle rancher Kevin Lunny of 
Point Reyes, Calif., was pres-
ent at the signing and told 
Trump his family also owned 
Drakes Bay oyster farm until 
it was forced out of business 
by the National Park Service.

The demise of the oys-
ter farm was the result of an 
environmental review under 
the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act that cost the 
Lunny family millions of 
dollars and lasted more than 
eight years.

The rest of agricul-
ture within the Point Reyes 
National Seashore, including 
24 other ranching families, 
are facing the same process, 
he said.

He urged Trump to make 
sure federal policies are man-
aged in a way that family 
farmers and ranchers actu-
ally benefit and survive the 
process “so they’re not just 
for federal agencies that have 
pre-decided what they want 
before the process has begun 
and for professional litigants 
that abuse the process.”

In signing the executive 

orders, Trump said a lack of 
transparency and account-
ability under the Obama 
administration “allowed fed-
eral agencies to commit 
horrible abuses against the 
American people.”

“Agencies abused their 
power by imposing unlaw-
ful and secret interpreta-
tions of regulations as well 
as by threatening families 
and businesses with unfair 
and unexpected penalties,” 
he said.

The “Improved Agency 
Guidance Documents” order 
requires agencies to put their 
guidance documents on eas-
ily searchable websites for 
public access and to seek 
public comment on the most 
important guidance they 
issue. It also allows the pub-
lic to ask agencies to with-

draw guidance they believe 
is wrong.

The “Transparency and 
Fairness” order prohib-
its agencies from enforc-
ing rules they have not made 
publicly known in advance. 
It also instructs agencies 
to offer opinion letters to 
individuals and businesses 
requesting them so they can 
learn how to comply.

Ethan Lane, vice president 
of government affairs for 
National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association, wasn’t avail-
able for comment on Mon-
day. But in the latest “Belt-
way Beef” podcast, he said 
NCBA spends a lot of time 
talking about NEPA.

When it comes to the fed-
eral government and the 
environmental review pro-
cess and other processes, 

ranchers and feedlot opera-
tors are dealing with experts 
who run the playbook day in 
and day out.

“So if you have federal 
agencies that are engaged in 
those processes that are using 
their knowledge of the home 
court to achieve a predeter-
mined result to restrict what 
you’re doing, that’s not fair,” 
he said.

That’s not how these pro-
cesses are supposed to work, 
and that’s not what was 
intended when they were cre-
ated, he said.

“So I think this is a nod 
towards balancing the scale 
and making sure we’re get-
ting back to the original 
intent,” he said.

The president is trying to 
make sure past abuses aren’t 
repeated, he said.
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The National Cattlemen’s 
Foundation is seeking appli-
cations for 2020-2021 beef 
industry scholarships spon-
sored by CME Group.

Ten scholarships of 
$1,500 each will be awarded 
to outstanding students pur-
suing careers in the beef 
industry.

Students studying educa-
tion, communication, pro-

duction, research or other 
areas related to the beef 
industry can apply.

Applicants must submit 
a one-page letter expressing 
their career goals related to 
the beef industry. Students 
must also write a 750-word 
essay describing an issue in 
the beef industry and offer-

ing solutions to the problem.
Applicants must be a 

graduating high school 
senior or full-time under-
graduate student enrolled at 
a two- or four-year college.

The application deadline 
closes Nov. 11, and online 
applications should be sub-
mitted by Nov. 8.

Scholarship winners will 
be announced in January and 
recognition will be given 
in San Antonio during the 
2020 Cattle Industry Con-
vention and NCBA Trade  
Show.

For more information 
visit www.nationalcattle-
mensfoundation.org
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U.S. pork exports grew 
handsomely in August year 
over year, increasing 22% 
in volume to 221,586 met-
ric tons and 19% in value 
to $588.8 million, accord-
ing to the U.S. Meat Export 
Federation.

But beef exports missed 
the mark, declining 4% from 
last year’s large volumes to 
114,119 metric tons and 8% 
in value to $690.3 million.

Year-over-year changes 
January through August were 
more subdued, with pork 
exports up 4% in volume and 
1% in value. Beef exports 
were down 2% in volume and 
1% in value compared with 
last year’s record pace.

For the first eight months 
of the year, pork exports 
accounted for 26.4% of U.S. 
pork production and $51.70 
per head of U.S. hog slaugh-
ter, USMEF reported this 
week.

Beef exports during the 
same period accounted for 
14.2% of U.S. beef produc-
tion and $309.85 per head of 
U.S. fed slaughter.

China/Hong Kong were 
the largest destinations for 
U.S. pork in August despite 
China’s retaliatory tariffs. 
Pork shipment to China more 
than tripled in volume year 
over year to 63,656 metric 
tons and were up 160% in 

value to $137.6 million.
Pork exports to Mexico 

have rebounded significantly 
since that country removed its 
tariffs on U.S pork but are still 
trailing record-large numbers 
in 2017, USMEF reported.

Pork shipments to Mexico 
in August were down 1% in 
volume to 61,365 metric tons, 
but value increased 18% to 
$121.1 million.

“China’s demand for 
imported pork has increased 
steadily over the past few 
months, and the U.S. indus-
try is well-positioned to help 
fill the need,” Dan Halstrom, 
USMEF president and CEO, 
said in the report.

“But the really positive 
story behind these numbers 
is that even as U.S. exports 
to China/Hong Kong have 
surged and exports to Mexico 
rebounded after the removal 
of retaliatory duties, demand 
in other markets is prov-
ing resilient and continues to 
grow,” he said.

On the beef side, the 
U.S. industry looks forward 
to gaining tariff relief in 
Japan — its top foreign mar-
ket — through the recently 
announced U.S.-Japan trade 
agreement. August beef 
exports to Japan were down 
15% in volume to 28,646 
metric tons and 22% in value 
to $164.3 million. January 
through August, they were 
down 2% in volume and 1% 
in value.

Cattlemen applaud Trump’s regulatory relief

Courtesy of www.donaldjtrump.com

President Donald Trump

Cattlemen’s Foundation calls for scholarship applicants

Pork exports grow, 
beef exports slow

Quantity (Metric tons)   Percent
 Item* 2018 2019 change

 Beef 899,300 881,526     -2%  

 Pork 1.63 million 1.7 million   4  

 Lamb and mutton 8,033 10,626 32

Value (Millions of dollars)   Percent
 Item* 2018 2019 change

 Beef $5,508.3 $5,439.1      -1% 

 Pork  4,319.5 4,355 1

 Lamb and mutton  15.4 17.5 13

U.S. meat exports, Jan.-Aug.

*All items include variety meats.

Source: USDA (data compiled by U.S. Meat Export Federation) Capital Press graphic
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Idaho wine grape yields 
likely will fall short of last 
year’s robust totals, but some 
growers are bucking the 
trend.

One exception is 3 Horse 
Ranch Vineyards, in the foot-
hills northwest of Eagle. The 
site is among the warmest 
in the region, an apparent 
advantage during a cooler 
2019.

“It’s a record harvest and 
the fruit is in fantastic condi-
tion,” owner Gary Cunning-
ham said. “We have really 
high-quality fruit and a lot of 
it.”

He said harvest at 3 Horse 
started Sept. 15.

“Usually we start harvest-
ing in August, but we had 
such a huge crop this year 
that the vines are holding a 
lot of fruit,” Cunningham 
said. “It takes longer for the 
vine to ripen that fruit when 

it has that much on it.”
He said 3 Horse is hav-

ing its best-ever year, with 
“exceptional” grape quality 
to go with volume that looks 
to be around 30% higher than 
the record 2018.

Idaho wine grape har-
vest on average started 10 
to 14 days later than usual, 
said Moya Dolsby, executive 
director of the state Grape 
Growers and Wine Producers 
Commission.

An unusually cool Sep-
tember slowed matura-
tion and the start of har-
vest, which as of Oct. 8 was 
about 30-40% completed and 
likely to conclude in early 
November depending on the 
weather, she said.

Overall, yields likely will 
be slightly lower than those 
of 2018, though quality 
should be higher — common 
following a high-yield year, 
Dolsby said.

Growers in the second 
half of the Oct. 6-12 week 

faced the prospect of a hard 
freeze that would halt leaves’ 
photosynthesis and grapes’ 
sugar gains, among other 
impacts, said Mike William-
son, who co-owns William-
son Orchards & Vineyards in 
the Sunnyslope grape-grow-
ing area between Caldwell 

and Marsing.
“It’s a pretty busy week, 

especially with that cold 
coming through,” he said. 
“I want to say we are 40% 
through. We are doing quite a 
bit this week, and by the end 
of the week I think we will be 
more than halfway.”

Grapes may add sugar 
after a hard freeze, through 
yield-reducing dehydration. 
“Sugars could be there, but 
the flavors won’t mature any-
more,” Williamson said.

Summer was “plenty 
warm,” he said, but the 
usual high heat in July and 
August did not arrive. With 
only a couple of days above 
100 degrees, grapes ripened 
evenly without having to 
slow maturation to combat 
the heat.

Ron Bitner of Bitner Vine-
yards, also in the Sunnyslope 
area, said summer conditions 
were good for growing and 
brought minimal mildew and 
insect pressure.

The number of ideal 
growing-degree days was 
a little behind average, he 
said. He hopes his crop’s 
yield is around the long-term 
average.

Yields so far at William-
son Orchards appear to be 
up from long-term averages, 

Williamson said. Quality has 
been good.

“Winemakers have been 
pretty impressed with the 
quality and flavors coming 
off the vines this year,” he 
said.

Dolsby said last year’s 
total harvest of 2,800 tons 
compared to about 300 in 
2017, following an excep-
tionally harsh winter. The 
excellent 2016 crop helped 
many wineries sustain oper-
ations in 2017.

Idaho growers may buy 
grapes from Washington and 
other states when production 
drops or demand outstrips 
supply.

Dolsby said growers are 
planting additional acres, but 
at a rate that lags the increase 
in demand driven by popu-
lation growth, among other 
factors.

“Idaho wineries are grow-
ing, and selling out of wine,” 
she said. “An influx of peo-
ple is going to wineries.”

Idaho wine grape yields depend on location

Brad Carlson/Capital Press 

Martha Ramirez picks Pinot gris grapes Sept. 27 at 3 
Horse Ranch Vineyards northwest of Eagle, Idaho.
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Each Seminar:
8:00 am to 5:05 pm

OACFA’s Safety 
Seminars

n	Tuesday, Nov. 5
 Red Lion Hotel 
 Pendleton, Oregon

n	Wednesday, Nov. 6
 Valley River Inn  
 in Eugene, OR

n	Thursday, Nov. 7
 Holiday Inn 
 Wilsonville, Oregon

New 
Location

Register before Oct 25!

Go online to register:  
www.oacfa.com/seminars.html

n Pesticide License Holders Earn 9 Oregon 

continuing education credits (5 Core & 4 Other)

n Oregon Landscape Contractors earn 8 CEH

n Credit applications still pending with 

Washington, California and Idaho.

Pre-registration -  $130 per person 

After Oct 25 - $155 per person

503-370-7024   •   info@oacfa.com
42-3/106 42-3/100

BAGS: 

• Seed Bags
• Fertilizer Bags
• Feed Bags
• Potato Bags
• Printed Bags
• Plain Bags
• Bulk Bags
• Totes
• Woven Polypropylene
• Bopp
• Polyethylene
• Pocket Bags
• Roll Stock & More!

HAY PRESS SUPPORT:

• Hay Sleeves
• Strap
• Totes
• Printed or Plain
• Stretch Film  
       (ALL GAUGES)

WAREHOUSE 

PACKAGING:

• Stretch Film
• Pallet Sheets
• Pallet Covers

WE SPECIALIZE IN BULK BAGS!

w w w . w e s t e r n p a c k a g i n g . c o m

LOCATIONS:

Albany, Oregon  (MAIN OFFICE)

Ellensburg, Washington

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Phone: 855-928-3856

    Fax: 541-497-6262

info@westernpackaging.com
.......................................................

CUSTOMER SERVICE

IS OUR TOP PRIORITY!


