Friday, October 11,2019

CapitalPress.com

Subscribe to our weekly dairy or livestock email
newsletter at CapitalPress.com/newsletters

Livestock

Stevens
County
Cattlemen
auction
sets
record

By MATTHEW WEAVER
(apital Press

The Stevens County Cat-
tlemen’s Association auction
at the Northeast Washington
Fair raised nearly $200,000
to benefit area youths.

The cattlemen’s fat stock
auction raised a record
$196,495, which was dis-
tributed among 127 youths.
Animals sold at the event
included 63 hogs, 37 beef
cows, 18 sheep, six goats,
two rabbits and one chicken.

The sale, sponsored by the
association, gives young peo-
ple in the Eastern Washing-
ton community the chance
to raise an animal for the fair
and make money by selling it
to members of the public.

“Fat stock” are mar-
ket animals that are butch-
er-ready, said Scott Nielsen,
president of the associa-
tion and Cattle Producers of
Washington.

Buyers have the option of
keeping the animal and tak-
ing it home or to slaughter or
simply supporting the sale.

“We’ve been doing it for
a long time,” Nielsen said.
“They were doing it when
I was a kid, so at least 40
years.”

Individual buyers and
businesses often participate
in the sale, creating a pos-
itive, competitive market
environment at the auction.

“What we’re doing is try-
ing to make it profitable for
them,” he said. “For a lot of
them, it will be their college
money. My daughter is going
to Whitworth right now and
much of her college money
came from fat animals at the
Northeast Washington Fair.”

ONLINE

www.stevenscountycat-
tlemen.com

BLM honors
Idaho
Rangeland
Resources
Commission

The U.S. Bureau of
Land Management has hon-
ored the Idaho Rangeland
Resources Commission
with its national Sagebrush
Steppe Stewardship Award.

BLM said the award rec-
ognizes the commission for
its participation in rangeland
education, public-policy for-
mation and commitment to
stewardship of public land
the BLM manages in the
state.

BLM Idaho State Direc-
tor John Ruhs presented the
award Sept. 26 during the
Public Lands Council meet-
ing in Great Falls, Mont.

“BLM is pleased to col-
laborate with the Idaho
Rangeland Resource Com-
mission to sustain healthy
rangeland,” he said in a
release. “Since nearly half of
Idaho is classified as range-
land, it’s important that
Idaho citizens have a good
understanding of the ecology
and management of these
public lands.”

IRRC outreach includes
Care and Share, focused on
educating outdoor recreation
participants about livestock
grazing; the Idaho Range-
land Outdoor Adventure
Mobile traveling exhibit on
rangeland ecology; and the
“Life on the Range” video
series. It covers more than
50 topics from range mon-
itoring and fire suppression
to sage grouse habitat, mul-
tiple-use land management,
post-fire restoration and the
interface between grazing
and recreation.
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African swine fever is still spreading across much of Asia.

African swine fever continues
to deadly spread across Asia

By CAROL RYAN DUMAS
(apital Press

While African swine fever con-
tinues to devastate pig herds and
pork production in China, its spread
to other Asian countries is raising
concerns.

“Recent outbreaks in South Korea,
the Philippines and Timor-Leste and
the looming threat to Thailand greatly
broaden the concern generated by
ASF,” Rabobank analysts said in an
update released this week.

The disease also continues to
spread in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia,
Myanmar and North Korea and has
become a challenge in all of Asia,
they said.

“The impacts across Asia are
likely to be just as challenging as they
have been in China, and we expect to
see herd and production losses grow-
ing as we move into 2020,” they said.

Rabobank is expecting herd losses
in China to reach 55% in 2019 and
the pig supply in 2020 to be lower
than 2019.

The pork production decline in
2019 will be slower than the herd loss
due to a large liquidation early in the
year. The analysts expect pork pro-
duction to be down 25% in 2019 with
a further drop of 10-15% in 2020.

Prices of live hogs, piglets and
pork have all set records. Pork con-
sumption is expected to drop sharply
in response to soaring prices and lack
of supply, and prices are expected
to increase further in the next few

months as the peak consumption sea-
son approaches.

Retail prices for beef, chicken and
sheep meat have also risen and could
continue to increase in the coming
months.

China’s pork imports also continue
to rise both in volume and pricing.
Import volumes were up 30% year
over year in the first eight months of
2019, and increases are expected to
continue as peak season creates addi-
tional demand.

Pork exports to other Asian coun-
tries are also expected to increase
the rest of the year and into 2020,
increasing competition in pork trade
and maintaining upward pressure on
prices.

“Prices have already reached infla-
tionary levels, and demand erosion
will become more apparent in the
coming months — putting a ceiling on
pork prices and lifting prices for trade
in other species,” the analysts said.

Despite increases in pork exports
to China and other Asian countries,
the region will be structurally short
of pork in 2019 and 2020. In addition,
risks remain for ASF spreading to
more countries in Asia and elsewhere,
they said.

There are also global implications
for exporters, the analysts said.

“Growing pork exports and ris-
ing prices will challenge exporters to
find an appropriate balance between
increasing production, chasing high
prices for exports and supporting local
customers,” they said.

Animal ag that works

By DOUG WARNOCK
Greener Pastures

aving a passion for their
Hoperation and a willingness

to think outside the box are
characteristics of the successful
livestock enterprises we visited on
tour in Indiana in early September.

This was all a part of the 104th
annual meeting and professional
improvement conference of the
National Association of County
Agricultural Agents in Fort
Wayne, Ind., in September.

Direct marketing to consumers
is something several of the farms
visited are doing. Joseph Decuis
Wagyu beef farm at Colum-
bia City, Ind., sells directly to
top restaurants in the larger Mid-
west cities and offers their prod-
uct through their own restaurant,
which is just minutes from where
the animals are raised. They have
a side venture that offers a venue
for parties and wedding receptions
to urban customers.

Gunthorp Farms has its own
USDA inspected processing plant
on the farm and markets hogs,
chickens, ducks and turkeys
through this facility. They raise
pigs on pasture and sell their pork
and poultry to upscale restaurants
in Fort Wayne, Chicago and other
larger cities in the upper Midwest.

Several of the operations pro-
cess manure produced on their
farm to be used as fertilizer. Their
success led neighbors to ask them
to handle manure from the neigh-
boring farms and a co-op enter-
prise resulted.

Agri-tourism, telling about
how livestock are raised and crops
are produced, is a way of improv-
ing consumers’ understanding of
food production, but also build-
ing confidence in the quality and
wholesomeness of the resulting
products.

Over 98% of the people in the
U. S. are not connected to any
kind of farm or ranch and know
very little about how food is pro-
duced, or understand all the fac-
tors involved in managing an
agricultural operation. Allowing
interested people to visit a farm
or ranch is not only a fun out-
door experience, but also gives

GREENER
PASTURES

Doug
Warnock

urban residents a better apprecia-
tion for what farmers and ranch-
ers do.

Cook’s Bison Ranch, Fair
Oaks Farm and the Joseph Decuis
Wagyu Farm welcome people
to visit, see the animals and ulti-
mately to taste some of their fine
products. Fair Oaks, a multi-farm
co-op, expanded to become an
actual theme park for dairy farm-
ing with 30,000 cows that are
milked three times per day. Vis-
itors are taken by bus from the
loafing shed to the milking facility
and around to view all aspects of
the dairy operation.

Rose Acre Farms (RAF) is the
largest family-owned egg pro-
ducer in the U.S. It grew from
a small family operation in the
1930s to its current position, hav-
ing farms at 17 different loca-
tions in the central states with its
headquarters in Seymour, Ind. It
has 25 million chickens in egg
production.

RAF is always striving to
improve housing and feed for their
chickens. They mix the poultry
feed in their own feed mills using
grain purchased directly from
grain producers. RAF markets
eggs to many of the large retail
stores and food service companies
across the U.S.

While visiting 12 different
and very interesting livestock
based operations, it was easy to
see things are not stale in the U.S.
livestock industry. It was a testi-
mony to the intelligence and cre-
ativity of the many people in agri-
culture who find a way to direct
their agricultural business so that
it is productive, profitable and
enjoyable.

Doug Warnock, retired from
Washington State University
Extension, lives on a ranch in the
Touchet River Valley where he
writes about and teaches grazing
management. He can be contacted
at dwarnockgreenerpastures@
gmail.com.

YOUR NEW

COMFORT ZONE

New cab suspension on all 8RT Tractors

Now run in comfort like never before. With our new
four-corner cab suspension system on two-track
8R Tractors, we've given the word “comfort” a whole

new meaning.

It's finely tuned with John Deere technology to overcome
the shakes, rattles and rolls in the field to boost your
acre-per-day productivity. Plus, the cab now sits six inches
higher than before, giving you better visibility all around.

Together with our exclusive AirCushion™ suspension on
the axle and undercarriage and the ComfortC
seat, our new suspensi

@ JOHN DEERE

View the new cab suspension
o0 at JohnDeere.com/8R

John Deere Dealers

See one of these dealers for a demonstration

Belkorp Ag, LLC
Modesto, CA

Campbell Tractor &
Implement

Fruitland, ID
Homedale, ID
Nampa, ID
Wendell, ID

Papé Machinery

Four Lakes, WA
Madras, OR
Merrill, OR
Moscow, ID
Ponderay, ID
Tangent, OR
Tekoa, WA
Walla Walla, WA

RDO Equipment Co.
Pasco, WA

Stotz Equipment

American Falls, ID

Tri-County Equipment
Enterprise, OR

Washington Tractor,
Incorporated

Chehalis, WA
Ellensburg, WA
Lynden, WA
Quincy, WA

@ JOHN DEERE

41-3/103




