
To submit an event go to the 
Community Events calendar on the 
home page of our website at www.
capitalpress.com and click on “Submit 
an Event.” Calendar items can also be 
mailed to Capital Press, 1400 Broadway 
St. NE, Salem, OR 97301 or emailed to 
newsroom@capitalpress.com. Include 
“Calendar” in the subject line.

Through Saturday
Oct. 27

91st National FFA Convention 
and Expo. Indianapolis, Ind. This is 
the culmination of the year’s work for 
FFA members from around the na-
tion. Website: https://convention.ffa.
org/schedule/

Thursday, Nov. 1
Columbia Basin Development 

League Annual Meeting, 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. ATEC, 7611 Bolling St. NE, Mo-
ses Lake, Wash. The agenda includes 
panel discussions from managers of 
the irrigation districts within the Co-
lumbia Basin Project, a presentation 
on the Columbia River Treaty, infra-
structure power needs and an update 
on the Odessa groundwater replace-
ment program. https://bit.ly/2AfYkvO

Friday-Saturday
Nov. 2-3

Farm & Food Expo. Spokane 

Community College, Spokane, Wash. 
More than 40 classes will be offered 
for small-scale farmers. The Wash-
ington State Conservation Commis-
sion’s Office of Farmland Preserva-
tion is a title sponsor for the event. 
Website: https://bit.ly/2eVxY63

Monday, Nov. 5
Meridian FFA Scholarship Auc-

tion. 5:30-9 p.m. Meridian High 
School Career Technical Center, 
1900 W Pine Ave., Meridian, Ida-
ho. Join the Meridian FFA Alumni 
in raising money for Meridian FFA 
Chapter members in the West Ada 
School District to attend FFA trips 
and seniors to afford college. En-
joy a dinner, raffles, silent auction 
and live auction for a great cause. 
All auction proceeds directly bene-
fit students of Meridian, Mountain 
View, Eagle, Centennial, and Rocky 
Mountain High Schools. To donate 
an item to the auction, please deliv-
er it to the event location by 3 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 2.

Monday-Wednesday
Nov. 5-7

2018 Advances in Walnut Pro-
duction Short Course. Activities 
and Recreation Center Ballroom, 
University of California-Davis. This 
course is designed for new and 

experienced growers as well as
other industry members interested
in commercial walnut production.
Website: http://ucanr.edu/sites/
walnutshortcourse/

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Water Rights Boot Camp. 10

a.m.-3:30 p.m. Keizer Community
Center, 930 Chemawa Road NE,
Keizer, Ore. This seminar will address
water rights, title issues, transfers and
other related issues. Sponsored by
the Marion Soil and Water Conser
vation District. Cost: $25 Website:
https;//www.marionswcd.net/

Wednesday-Thursday
Nov. 7-8

Dairy West Annual Meeting. Boi
se Centre, Ninth and Front streets,
Boise, Idaho. Guest speakers Nov. 7
include former U.S. Agriculture Secre
tary Tom Vilsack, now president and
CEO of the U.S. Dairy Export Council
and a Feeding America board mem
ber; Sara Dorland, managing partner
at Ceres Dairy Risk Management;
and Alison Van Eenenaam, University
of California-Davis animal biotech
nology and genomics researcher
A public showing of the film “Food 
Evolution” is slated at 7 p.m. Website:
https://dairywest.com/

PCQI certification. Cost: $150 Web

first hired at Oregon Tilth in 
1998, the organic food sector 
had only just begun its mete
oric rise, with sales pegged 
around $3.4 billion nation
wide.

Twenty years later, organ
ic sales have grown nearly 15 
times over, to $45 billion in 
2017.

Oregon Tilth, a nonprofit 
organization that certifies or
ganic farms and businesses in 
49 states, continues to grow 
along with the market, with 
Schreiner as executive direc
tor.

“Today, you can find or
ganic produce and organic 
products on the shelves of 
pretty much all the major su
permarkets and big box stores,” 
Schreiner said. “It’s shifted 
from kind of a niche market 
more to the mainstream.”

Founded in 1974, Oregon 
Tilth was a pioneer in creating 
the standards and regulatory 
framework now used by the 
USDA National Organic Pro
gram to certify organic farms. 
The organization worked 
closely with Rep. Peter
DeFazio, D-Ore., who intro
duced the Organic Foods Pro
duction Act as an amendment 
to the 1990 Farm Bill. It led to 
implementing the National Or
ganic Program in 2002.

The USDA accredits or
ganizations such as Oregon 
Tilth to certify organic oper

ations under a single set of 
criteria. Prior to the federal 
law, Schreiner said the defi
nition of “organic” was based 
on a patchwork of state rules 
without any real regulatory en
forcement.

“Part of the impetus for 
creating the national organ
ic standard was to facilitate 
trade across states and have a 
common definition,” Schreiner 
said. “That was kind of a limit
ing factor.”

Schreiner joined Oregon 
Tilth as the farm program co
ordinator, managing the cer
tification process for farms, 
ranches, wholesalers and food 
processors. He also spent time 
as quality control director be
fore being promoted to execu
tive director in 2009.

Oregon Tilth is head
quartered in Corvallis, Ore., 
though the organization serves 
more than 2,000 clients in ev
ery state except Rhode Island. 
Schreiner said that when he 
started, they had seven full-

time staff and an annual bud
get of $700,000. Now they 
have 70 full-time employees 
working around the country 
and a budget of $7.8 million.

“There’s been tremendous 
growth,” Schreiner said, point
ing to the increasing consumer 
interest in knowing where their 
food comes from.

Schreiner grew up working 
summers at his family’s 200-
acre nursery, Schreiner’s Iris 
Gardens, north of Salem. Even 
after earning his bachelor’s de
gree in English literature from 
the University of Oregon, 
Schreiner gravitated back to 
agriculture, working at Sweet
water Nursery, an organic veg
etable farm south of Eugene.

“I just think agriculture is in 
my blood,” he said.

Schreiner spent one year 
overseas in Belgium before 
returning to Oregon and begin
ning his career at Oregon Tilth. 
Organic agriculture is appeal

ing, Schreiner said, because it 
focuses on protecting natural 
resources.

At the same time, however, 
Schreiner said he is wary of 
talking down to conventional 
farmers. So much of the dis
cussion about organic farming, 
Schreiner said, seems to dwell 
on what is not allowed — no 
chemicals, no hormones, no 
antibiotics — instead of high
lighting benefits such as im
proving health, biodiversity 
and nutrient cycling. “I really 
wanted to change the conversa
tion and have it be more inclu
sive,” Schreiner said.

One way Oregon Tilth is 
reaching out to non-organ
ic farmers is by establishing 
partnerships with the USDA 
Natural Resources Conserva
tion Service and Oregon State 
University Extension Service, 
which Schreiner said can pro
vide additional on-the-ground 
support.

Transitioning to organic is no 
easy feat. Growers must demon
strate organic practices on the 
land or in their animals for at 
least three years. The financial 
strain is only getting tougher 
for small and mid-size growers, 
as more larger farms certify or
ganic acres, which in turn has 
started to pressure some price 
premiums.

“For the longest time, or
ganic agriculture was kind of 
this refuge for the small and 
midscale operations to re
main economically viable,” 
Schreiner said. “As the mar
ketplace has grown and these 
bigger players are coming in, 
that’s creating price pressure.”

Despite the challenges, 
Schreiner said organic agri
culture continues to see steady 
growth in sales, including 6.4 
percent in 2017.

“I still think there’s a lot of 
opportunity for organic agri
culture, and farmers who are 
interested in organic agricul
ture,” he said. 

Chris Schreiner is the executive director of Oregon Tilth, a nonprofit organization based in Corvallis 
that certifies organic farms in 49 states.
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By CRAIG REED
For the Capital Press

The Oregon Forage and 
Grasslands Council and the 
Oregon Hay and Forage As-
sociation are combining their 
outreach efforts and will co-
host the Fall Forage Festival.

The two-day event, sched-
uled for Nov. 16-17 in Corval-
lis, Ore., is a first. Previously, 
the two groups held separate 
annual events.

“This is part of our out-
reach responsibility,” said 
Jerome Magnuson, a member 
of OFGC and the chair of the 
festival’s organizing commit-
tee. “The festival is open to 
anybody who is interested in 
the producing side of forages 
or the feeding side. We want 
to help educate those people 
and to help promote the for-
age industry.”

Greg Mohnen, president of 
OHFA, said he hopes the event 
will encourage more western 
Oregon forage growers to join 
the association that traditional-
ly has had just central and east-
ern Oregon members.

“There’s always some-
thing to learn and by moving 
the event around we hope we 
can reach more people and 
provide them with more in-
formation,” said Mohnen who 
manages the McGinnis Ranch 
near Bend, Ore.

The Friday, Nov. 16 sched-
ule will begin with registra-
tion at 8:30 a.m. in Guerber 
Hall at the Benton County 
Fairgrounds. There will be 
a $30 fee which will include 
lunch.

Several speakers will fol
low between 9 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Presentations will be 
about nutrient value of hays, 
hay storage and its impact on 
quality, matching hay to live
stock, coping with drought, 
current research and resources 
in the Pacific Northwest.

Presenters will include 
Glenn Shewmaker, a Univer
sity of Idaho Extension forage 
specialist; Steve Norberg, a 
Washington State University 
Extension forage specialist; 

Mylen Bohle, an Oregon State 
University forage specialist; 
and Jon Driver of Farm Credit 
Services. Shewmaker will dis
cuss changes in forage quality 
during storage, Norberg will 
present new ways to look at 
forage and hay quality and 
Driver will talk about the hay 
market, exports and impacts 
on the market.

A roundtable discussion 
with hay growers talking 
about the issues they face in 
growing forages is also sched
uled.

The main activity on Sat
urday, Nov. 17 will be the Hay 
King Contest. There is no fee 
to attend this event, which will 
be held at the Oldfield Animal 
Teaching Facility on the Ore
gon State University campus. 
OSU agricultural students are 
encouraged to attend.

Two- and three-tie bales 
and sample flacks from big
ger bales will be displayed 
and judged. The classes will 
be dairy alfalfa, retail alfal
fa, grass, grass/legume mix, 
cereal, cereal/legume (pea or 
vetch) mix and timothy.

Hay samples with an en
try form and $30 per entry 
made out to OHFA should be 
sent to the Klamath Basin Re
search and Extension Center, 
6941 Washburn Way, Klam
ath Falls, OR 97603-9365, by 
Nov. 2. The center will do a 
chemical analysis of each en
try, testing it for several quali
ty indicators.

Growers will then bring to 
Corvallis a bale or a sample 
from the hay that was ana
lyzed. Judges will pull the hay 
apart, evaluating it and talking 
about its feel, smell, color, 
maturity and the presence of 
any foreign substances.

“The judges will look at 
the way a bale is put togeth
er,” Magnuson said. “It’s 
extremely educational for a 
grower to listen to a profes
sional evaluate a bale of hay. 
The networking between 
growers, buyers and users at 
this time is also valuable.”

More information on the 
two-day event can be found 
on the OFGC or OHFA web
sites or by calling Magnuson 
at 541-990-5409. 

Fall Forage Festival set for Corvallis

Mylen Bohle/OSU

The Oregon Forage and Grasslands Council and the Oregon Hay 
and Forage Association will co-host the Fall Forage Festival, a two-
day event scheduled for Nov. 16-17 in Corvallis, Ore.  
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