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New food safety rules and
heat illness standards are top-
of-mind for farmers in Cali-
fornia and elsewhere.

The food safety rules came
into effect this January. In
California, growers have been
working to comply, with help
from organizations such as the
California Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, which offers training.

The Produce Safety Rule
took effect on Jan. 26 for
large farms with more than
$500,000 in annual sales over
three years, representing the
latest phase of the Food Safe-
ty Modernization Act, which

was passed
in 2011.

It requires
farms  that
grow  pro-
duce that is
consumed
raw — fruits,
vegetables and
nuts — to have
at least one trained
employee familiar with reg-
ulations on issues such as
worker training, health and
hygiene; testing water quali-
ty for bacteria, parasites, and
viruses, managing irrigation
systems, equipment and tools;
how soil amendments are
handled; and knowing what
to watch out for that consum-

ers might come
into contact with
from  eating
raw produce.
Similar
regulations
for monitor-
ing and docu-
mentation also
affect food pro-
cessors, importers,
transportation firms and oth-
ers, under the Preventive Con-
trols for Human Food rule, a
different rule within the same
act that took effect in 2016.
For produce safety, the
California Department of
Food and Agriculture will fo-
cus on training in 2018, but
will begin enforcement in
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2018 SAFETY & STEWARDSHIP SEMINARS

Who should attend: Public and private pesticide
applicators, commercial applicators or consultants,
landscape contractors, pest control operators, and
apprentice applicators.

= Tuesday, Nov. 6
Red Lion Hotel
Pendleton, Oregon

= Wednesday, Nov. 7
Holiday Inn
Springfield, Oregon

Credits: Oregon and Washington— 8 credits anticipated.
California relicensing credits and LCB credits also
applied for.

Online registration will open
early September—Send your e-mail address to
OACFA to receive notification: info@oacfa.com

= Thursday, Nov. 8
Holiday Inn
Wilsonville, Oregon

More info at: www.oacfa.com/seminars.html

oAcFA OREGON AGRICULTURAL

Seminars each day from

8:00 am to 5:00 pm
CHEMICALS & FERTILIZERS
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&= Understanding that
II" agriculture truly is the
backbone of our region.
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Wisdom. Vision. Passion. Strength.

At Washington Trust Bank, we have bankers who specialize in agriculture;
they take the time to understand the diverse and complex nature of the
agricultural industry and work closely with their clients to ensure that
their financial needs are met.

Learn more at watrust.com

Washington Trust Bank

Member FDIC
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2019. It has provided a grant
to the CFBF to offer training
at a discounted rate of $60
per person. Enforcement be-
gins with larger farms and
will eventually filter down to
smaller farms.

“This is relatively new, so
we’ve been figuring out how
to get everybody trained,”
said Bryan Little, director
for employment policy at
CFBF. “There are thousands
of people who will need to be

trained. And training will be |

ongoing, as employee turn-
over happens and farms need
new people to be trained.”
The training takes about
six to seven hours, iS com-
plex, and resources are lim-

ited given there are a lot of » -

people to train.
Indoor heat

The next major regulation
to watch out for will be the
indirect impact from indoor
heat illness standards.

Most producers and pro-
cessors have indoor process-
ing facilities, and the Cali-
fornia Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
— CAL-OSHA — is work-
ing on defining parameters
for heat safety. Little said the
CFBF has had a fair amount
of input in writing up these
regulations, and pointing out
the practical problems and
complexity of applying a
one-size-fits-all rule to a wide
range of situations.

“For outdoors, you pro-
vide shade for workers to
cool off, but what do you do
indoors where they’re already
in shade?” Little pointed out.
“And what about for those
who work inside and outside
for parts of the day?”

Some warehouses are air
conditioned, while some are

not, so CAL-OSHA is work-
ing on drafting rules that will
be applicable in different situ-
ations. The indoor heat illness
rules will cover a wide range
of industries, from farming to
landscaping, and even offices
for professionals.

“If the agency focused on
specific industries and draft-
ed rules that were specific to
them, that would make sense,
so we’ve tried to help them
understand having a broad
solution would not make
sense in the real world,” he
said.

Aside from this, the wild-
fires raging through the state
sometimes occur near farm-

thlnkstockphotos com

land, so Little said growers
need to be aware of air quality
and provide respiratory masks
with filters for workers, if
needed.

Summers in California
have been pushing the nee-
dle on the thermometer, with
daily highs reaching 90s and
100s this year, so the Farm
Bureau has provided training
and reminders to growers to
always provide water, shade
and rest.

“It’s the single hottest
thing we have going on, par-
don the pun, making sure
everyone remembers what to
keep in mind with hot weath-
er,” he said.
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Bge T agricultural safety seminars are free,
* “comprehensive safety trainings designed
“specifically forthe ag-industry. The seminafs
are held annually from October through-March.

topics

Conscious decisions mean safer work

Getting new employees on board for safety

Chemical safety in agriculture

Fields to freeways: Driving safety on and off the farm

locations

Bandon ‘ Central Point” ‘ Clackamas ‘ Corvallis ‘ Fugene® ‘ Hermiston”
Hillsboro" ‘ Hood River" ‘ Klamath Falls ‘ La Grande ‘ Madras ‘ Ontario
Salem” ‘ The Dalles” ‘ Wilsonville ‘ Woodburn”

* Sessions in both English and Spanish

For more information, or to register, go to
saif.com/agseminars or call 800.285.8525.
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