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WENATCHEE, Wash. 
— Widespread unhealthy air 
from Washington and British 
Columbia wildfires is hamper-
ing apple and pear harvest in 
Central Washington. 

Air quality was rated 
as “hazardous” Monday in 
Wenatchee, Chelan, Spokane 
and Inchelium by Washington 
Smoke Information, a website 
sponsored by local, state and 
federal agencies. 

One step better from haz-
ardous was “very unhealthy” 
for Twisp, Quincy, Leaven-
worth and other towns. Bet-
ter yet at “unhealthy” were 
Omak, Ellensburg, Yakima, 
Moses Lake, Ritzville and 
Kennewick.

The agencies warned peo-
ple to stay inside in areas of 
less than 1 mile visibility and 
to minimize outdoor activ-
ity at visibility of less than 3 
miles. The agencies predict-
ed no significant relief until 
Thursday, Aug. 23.

Smoke lowers tempera-
tures and prevents sunburn to 
tree fruit but also can delay 
fruit maturity and harvest. 

“Some pickers are working 
six or four hours instead of 
eight and some aren’t coming 
to work at all. It’s really bad,” 
Gabriel Canchola, a foreman 
at Piepel Orchards in East 
Wenatchee, said of Gala apple 
harvest in the smoke.

“It definitely is uncomfort-
able for those outside for long 
and makes outdoor labor more 
difficult,” said Sean Gilbert, 
co-owner of Gilbert Orchards 
in Yakima. 

“We haven’t seen any ill 
effects from it but it’s too early 
to tell,” he said. “We need to 
get apples picked but are also 
conscious of people’s well-be-
ing.”

Gilbert was giving his Gala 
pickers the option of working 
fewer hours. 

The growing season began 
with “awesome, phenome-
nal temperatures in May and 
June” and despite difficult 
weather the last two weeks, 

fruit is maturing nicely, he 
said. 

“How long it lasts in stor-
age we will see,” he said, add-
ing he doesn’t know if smoke 
affects storability. 

Jeff LaPorte, director of 
field services at Chelan Fruit 
Cooperative, said smoke is 
slowing workers, some are 
using masks and growers are 
leaving it up to workers to de-
termine their hours in picking 
Gala apples and Bartlett pears. 

“Harvest is a push so 
there’s not much leeway,” he 
said. 

LaPorte and Gilbert both 
said the weekend and Mon-
day were the worst smoke yet 
of the past week. They were 
hopeful of clearing that was 
forecast for Thursday.

Wildfire smoke is absorbed 
quickly by wine grapes and 
can remain long after the 
smoke has cleared, University 
of British Columbia research-
ers said earlier this year. It can 
lead to smoky-flavored wine 
even though grapes taste nor-
mal, they said.

Unhealthy smoke slows fruit picking
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Margarito Najera said he was wearing scarf because of smoke as he picks Gala apples in Piepel Or-
chard, East Wenatchee, Wash., Aug. 20. Foreman Gabreil Canchola said many pickers were working 
fewer hours and others didn’t come to work because of smoke from wildfires.

July and first part of August 
and still be engaged with ac-
tive fires from central Texas 
to Alaska and everywhere in 
between,” said Kim Chris-
tensen, deputy assistant direc-
tor for Forest Service opera-
tions at NIFC. 

Since resources are com-
mitted where they would not 
be under normal circumstanc-
es for the time of year, they’re 
less available for traditional 
deployment in the West as the 
season progresses and peaks, 
she said. And this year’s West-
ern season started fairly early, 
thanks to heavy fuel loads.

This year has seen numer-
ous small and mid-sized range 
fires in southern Idaho. Steve 
Acarregui, NIFC-based na-
tional wildland fire cooperator 
coordinator for U.S. Bureau 
of Land Management fire and 
aviation operations, works 
with Rangeland Fire Protec-
tion Associations in Idaho 
and Oregon. RFPAs, which 
include ranchers and other 
property owners among their 
trained members, coordinate 
with BLM fire operations su-
pervisors.

“They’re probably a little 
busier than last year over-
all, but I would not say they 
are exponentially busier,” he 
said. Since RFPAs started 
coming onto the firefighting 
scene around 2012, they have 
helped many range fires get 
under control sooner and at 
smaller acreages, he said.

“There’s no doubt we were 
dryer this year,” said Mike 
Guerry, chairman of Three 
Creek RFPA serving the 
southern half of BLM’s Jar-
bidge Resource Area in Idaho 
and northern Nevada. 

“We had large fuel loads. 
The rain was timely for the 
growth, but not late enough to 
maintain the moisture in that 
fuel,” he said. Summer winds 
also exceeded norms.

Active large wildfires as of Aug. 
21 in six Western states:

Oregon

• 187 Gilman, 12 miles northeast 
of Monument, 400 acres at last 
report, percentage contained 
zero or not listed.

• Columbus, 15 miles east of 
Tiller, 10,518 acres, 35 percent 
contained.

• Jennie’s Peak, 14 miles south 
of Fossil, 36,000 acres, 10 
percent contained.

• Kinzuna Complex, 12 miles 
east of Fossil, 619 acres at last 
report,  percentage contained 
zero or not listed.

• Klondike, nine miles southwest 
of Selma, 72,074 acres, 32 
percent contained.

• Lonerock, seven miles north-
west of Condon, 5,000 acres, 30 
percent contained.

• Milepost 6, six miles south of 
Madras, 1,500 acres, 75 percent 
contained.

• Miles, five miles northeast of 
Trail, 35,455 acres, 39 percent 
contained.

• Natchez, 15 miles southeast of 
Cave Junction, 20,275 acres, 70 
percent contained.

• Seal, 14 miles west of Condon, 
15,500 acres, 20 percent con-
tained.

• Skyline, 15 miles south of 
Ironside, 300 acres, 20 percent 
contained.

• Stubblefield, seven miles north-
east of Condon, 18,000 acres, 50 
percent contained.

• Taylor Creek, 10 miles west of 
Grants Pass, 52,588 acres, 95 
percent contained.

• Terwilliger, five miles southeast 
of Blue River, 125 acres at last 
report, containment percentage 
zero or not listed.

• Watson Creek, 13 miles west of 
Paisley, 25,800 acres, 5 percent 
contained.

• Coyote Creek, 15 miles south 
of Jordan Valley, 598 acres, fully 
contained.

Washington

• Arctic Jim, two miles southwest 
of White Swan, 340 acres at last 

report, containment percentage 
zero or not listed.

• Bannock Lakes, 14 miles 
southwest of Stehekin, 470 
acres at last report, containment 
percentage zero or not listed.

• Boyds, three miles west of Ket-
tle Falls, 3,278 acres, 49 percent 
contained.

• Cougar Creek, eight miles 
northwest of Manson, 38,924 
acres, 40 percent contained Aug. 
21.

• Crescent Mountain, 18 miles 
west of Winthrop, 26,181 acres, 
34 percent contained.

• Horns Mountain, 19 miles 
north of Evans, 2,467 acres, 20 
percent contained.

• Maple, 10 miles north of Hoo-
rdsport, 1,879 acres, 41 percent 
contained.

• McLeod, eight miles north of 
Mazama, 15,313 acres, 5 percent 
contained.

• Meninick Pass, five miles south 
of White Swan, 5,537 acres, 90 
percent contained.

• Miriam, 15 miles east of Pack-
wood, 3,448 acres, 30 percent 
contained.

Idaho

• Copper Mountain, four miles 
east of Eastport, 229 acres, 25 

percent contained.

• Cougar, five miles east of East 
Hope, 5,524 acres, 26 percent 
contained.

• Kiwah, 49 miles northwest of 
Challis, 15,437 acres, 1 percent 
contained.

• Mesa, four miles south of Coun-
cil, 34,700 acres, 89 percent 
contained.

• Rabbit Foot, 14 miles south-
west of Salmon, 34,518 acres, 5 
percent contained.

• Rampike, 23 miles northeast of 
Kellogg, 2,000 acres, percentage 
contained zero or not listed.

• Rattlesnake Creek, five miles 
southwest of Riggins, 8,135 
acres, 28 percent contained.

• Sharps, six miles east of Bellev-
ue, 64,853 acres at last report, 
incident no longer active.

• Smith Creek, 19 miles west 
of Bonners Ferry, 870 acres, 5 
percent contained.

• Surprise Creek, 18 miles east 
of Athol, 2,300 acres, 19 percent 
contained.

• Artesian, four miles north of 
Roberts, 1,980 acres at last 
report, fully contained.

California

• Call, 22 miles northeast of Ba-
kersfield, 370 acres, 50 percent 

contained.

• Carr, four miles south of French 
Gulch, 229,651 acres, 88 percent 
contained.

• Donnell, five miles west of 
Dardenville, 35,000 acres, 51 
percent contained Aug. 21.

• Front, 30 miles northeast of 
Santa Maria, 900 acres, 29 
percent contained.

• Hirz, 11 miles east of Lake-
head, 17,467 acres, 17 percent 
contained.

• Holy, seven miles northeast of 
Rancho Santa Margarita, 22,885 
acres, 91 percent contained.

• Lions, seven miles southwest of 
Mammoth Lakes, 11,606 acres, 
75 percent contained.

• Mendocino Complex, five miles 
south of Potter Valley, 404,532 
acres, 74 percent contained.

• Mill Creek 1, four miles south-
east of Weitchpec, 1,500 acres, 
26 percent contained.

• Stone, 14 miles northwest of 
Adin, 23,221 acres, 12 percent 
contained.

Nevada

• Broad, three miles northwest of 
Carvers, 543 acres, 83 percent 
contained.

• Sheep Creek, 15 miles north of 
Battle Mountain, 57,417 acres, 

50 percent contained Aug. 21.

Montana

• Bacon Rind, 17 miles north of 
West Yellowstone, 2,045 acres, 
containment percentage zero or 
not listed.

• Beaver Creek, 32 miles south-
west of Anaconda, 2067 acres, 8 
percent contained Aug. 21.

• Brownstone, 25 miles east of 
Condon, 2,214 acres, contain-
ment percentage zero or not 
listed.

• Coal Ridge, 28 miles north of 
Kalispell, 280 acres, 2 percent 
contained Aug. 21.

• Davis, 10 miles northwest of 
Yaak, 6,205 acres, 8 percent 
contained.

• Garden Creek, two miles north 
of Ronan, 2,052 acres and 60 
percent contained.

• Gold Hill, 13 miles north 
of Libby, 930 acres Aug. 21, 
containment percentage zero or 
not listed.

• Goldstone, 12 miles south of 
Jackson, 9,191 acres, contain-
ment percentage zero or not 
listed.

• Howe Ridge, 10 miles north 
of West Glacier, 11,172 acres, 
containment percentage zero or 
not listed.

• Monument, 42 miles southwest 
of Ennis, 6,613 acres, 13 percent 
contained.

• Pauola Ridge, three miles 
northwest of Essex, 364 acres, 
containment percentage zero or 
not listed.

• Shellrock, 25 miles north of 
Helena, 500 acres, 65 percent 
contained.

• Sterling Complex, 18 miles 
south of Eureka, 1,216 acres, 23 
percent contained.

• Tenmile, 19 miles south of 
Eureka, 681 acres, 91 percent 
contained.

• Whale Butte, 45 miles north of 
Kalispell, 338 acres, containment 
percentage zero or not listed.

• Wigwam, 15 miles southwest of 
Ennis, 4,191 acres, 66 percent 
contained.

Through Aug. 21, 41,563 fires have broken out; less than last year
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U.S. wildfire acres, 
1983-present

* As of Aug. 20

(Millions of acres)

1.1 1.3

109.9

5.9* 30-year avg. 
(1985-2015):
4.9 million

Source: National Interagency Fire Center
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2015: 10.1 million acres, 107% 
greater than the 30-year average
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