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Bauman's hosts over 100,000 visitors during its annual harvest festival

AGRITOURISM from Page 1

“We want the experience
to feel authentic, we want
them to feel like they are a
part of the farm and the farm’s
operation,” Bauman said.

Bauman’s Farm and Gar-
den is one of a growing num-
ber of agritourism operations
across the West. The farmers
who go into agritourism — it
can range from a farmstand
to a U-pick fruit orchard to
a pumpkin patch and a full-
blown harvest festival — also
see it as more than a way to
bolster their bottom lines.
They see it as a way to help
the public gain a better under-
standing of agriculture.

Growing numbers

The 2012 Census of Ag-
riculture — the most recent
available — reported an in-
come of over $15 million
from agritourism in Wash-
ington state, and Idaho had
just over $5 million. Oregon
brought in over $10 million,
and California topped them
all with nearly $38 million in
agritourism income.

Nationally, the sector
makes up 3.8 percent of agri-
cultural income, based on the
2012 census, which reported
over $704 million in agritour-
ism income across the U.S.

However, while the USDA
does track the agritourism
numbers in the census, ex-
perts say the definition the
agency uses is too narrow.

“People spend a lot of
money visiting farms and hav-
ing experiences there. That is
not captured by the (USDA)
data,” Lisa Chase, a professor
at the University of Vermont
Extension and the director
of the Vermont Tourism Re-
search Center, said.

Currently the direct sales
numbers for agritourism leave
out value-added products, she
said. In other words, only ap-
ples would count in the direct
sale numbers, not a secondary
product like cider, even if the
farm produces it with its own
apples.

Mary Stewart, an agritour-
ism specialist for the Oregon
State University Extension,
along with other experts, is
trying to get USDA to adopt
a wider definition of agritour-
ism.

Five categories

Currently, agritourism falls
into five categories.

Farm-direct sales are the
most important, Stewart
said. This includes selling
crops directly to consumers,
such as at a farmstand.

Bauman’s Farm and Garden'’s retail nursery, where they sell plants and garden decor.

For Bauman'’s, this would
include the big red barn. For
other farms, it might just
include a small vegetable
stand on the side of the road.

The next category is ed-
ucation, which includes ac-
tivities such as workshops to
learn how to make jam with
the farm’s berries, Stewart

said.
Bauman’s hosts about
8,000 school kids every

year during field trips as a
part of its education compo-
nent. The kids learn how to
make apple cider, and learn
about the many different
types of apples in the pro-
cess, Bauman said. “As we
drive through the farm (with
the kids) we talk about the
different crops and what’s
growing on the farm.”

Hospitality also comes
into play. Each year, Bau-
man’s hosts more than
100,000 visitors during its
harvest festival, which lasts
six weekends in the fall.
This can also include over-
night stays at the farm or
hosting farm-to-table din-
ners, “where a farmer opens
up their field, their barn or
their home and shares their
knowledge and heritage,”
said Chase, the University of
Vermont professor.

Outdoor recreation is the
fourth category. This in-
cludes activities such as hik-
ing or bird watching, accord-
ing to Stewart.

The final category, enter-
tainment, gets a lot of hype,
Stewart said, but in actuality
it is only a small part of ag-

ritourism. Entertainment in-
cludes activities such as hay
rides, corn mazes and live
music on the farm.

During Bauman’s harvest
festival and pumpkin patch
every year they offer many
activities for kids — every-
thing from laser tag for the
older ones to a ride on a
swing attached to a zip line.

Bauman said the farm is
known for its pumpkin patch
and the entertainment activ-
ities that go along with it.
But, he said, a big part of his
job is to convince people to
come out other times of the
year and realize the pumpkin
patch and the harvest festi-
val are only a small segment
of what goes on at the farm.

In other words, the main
concept of agritourism is to
connect people with farms,
Stewart said, adding that in
21st century America most
people are at least four gen-
erations removed from liv-
ing on a farm.

Years ago, people who
lived in cities would make a
trip to the farm of a relative
to experience the lifestyle,
according to Penny Leff, the
agritourism coordinator at
the University of California
Cooperative Extension.

“People have been visit-
ing farms forever,” she said.

Agritourism  takes the
place of that relative and
gives people a chance to
experience where their food
comes from, Leff said.

It also improves farmers’
bottom lines. Using Califor-
nia as an example, 75 per-

cent of farmers participating
in agritourism are increasing
their revenue, she said.

Issues arise

Significant hurdles have
arisen for agritourism over
the years — including insur-
ance liability issues and land
use problems.

According to Leff, insur-
ance is becoming easier to
obtain as companies gain an
understanding of what goes
into these operations.

Oregon and other states
have passed laws requiring
agritourism operations to
post warning signs in specif-
ic places around their prop-
erties that free the operators
from liability, with a few ex-
ceptions.

The Oregon warning
reads: “Under Oregon law,
there is no liability for an
injury to or the death of a
participant in an agritour-
ism activity conducted at
this agritourism location if
the injury or death results
from the inherent risks of
the agritourism activity. In-
herent risks of agritourism
activities are risks of injury
inherent to land, equipment
and animals, as well as the
potential for you to act in a
negligent manner that may
contribute to your injury or
death. You are assuming the
risk of participating in this
agritourism activity.”

Land use issues come up
often as well. In California,
for example, each of the 58
counties has different land
use policies.
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Leff said something that
works well in one county
might not work at all in an-
other. It would be helpful if
the county supervisors met
and decided on a template
for zoning ordinances for
farmland, she said.

In Bauman’s case, “We
work pretty closely with the
county,” Brian Bauman said.

“In Marion County spe-
cifically ... there is the 75—
25 basic rule for exclusive
farm use,” he said. The rule
says 75 percent of their rev-
enue has to come from farm
products. The products can-
not be processed, so if ber-
ries are used to make a pie, the
pie is not considered a part of
the 75 percent. According to
Bauman, they have been able
to count their apple cider as
a farm product because they
use whole apples and don’t
do anything to it.

The economic benefit of
agritourism can be important
to farmers, Leff said, “I have
had people tell me that the
corn maze saved the farm.”

At Bauman’s, agritour-
ism helps support the farm.
However, they can’t just stop
farming. About 90 percent
of what Bauman’s grows on
its nearly 400 acres is sold
through the retail store on the
farm.

“It’s not like we said,
‘Oh, agritourism is great’ and
then we don’t have to farm
anymore,” Bauman said. “It
didn’t replace anything; it
gave us another avenue.”

While agritourism is a
great way to diversify, Bau-

man said they have a lot of
activities going on at the
same time and with them
come different regulations.
As an example, Bauman said
they serve food at their har-
vest festival every year, in-
cluding roasted squash, corn
and baked potatoes. It seems
simple, but to serve the food
they also must have a certi-
fied commercial kitchen, he
said.

Bauman’s story

While three decades as an
agritourism operation seems
like a long time, the Bauman
family farm has been around
a lot longer.

“The farm was originally
started in 1895 by my great
grandmother, which has al-
ways been really cool,” Bau-
man said. “When [ was grow-
ing up in the early ’80s, my
mom had my three younger
sisters and myself, and (she)
wanted some extra money to
stay at home with us kids.”

Bauman said that’s when
his mom decided to open a
roadside vegetable stand.

“The original building
alongside the road was it,”
Bauman said.

The agritourism element
didn’t really start to change
things for the farm, however,
until he was in grade school.

“So when I was in school
we had this new little produce
stand, and (my class) needed
a place to go get pumpkins,”
he said.

The Baumans had grown
vegetable seed crops for
years, so they had lots of dif-
ferent vegetables around. One
of those vegetables happened
to be pumpkins.

“My second-grade class
came out here on a field trip
to get pumpkins and my dad
built us a little maze and stuft
for all of us to go through.
Then the rest of the school
heard about it and they all
wanted to come out, so they
came out,” Bauman said.

“Those teachers from the
school I was at went to other
schools and all the sudden we
had all these school kids com-
ing out. Then they wanted to
bring their brothers and sisters
out, so they started coming
out on the weekends,” he said.
“Honest to goodness, that is
how we got started — my sec-
ond-grade class field trip.

“There was no master plan
for this. We didn’t sit down
one day and say we want a
big agritourism harvest fes-
tival. Out of necessity we
needed something and said,
‘Wow this was really fun,
what more can we do?’”

‘The wolf approached her as
she took steps backwards’

WOLVES from Page 1

The Fish and Wildlife re-
port confirms previously re-
leased records that show de-
partment employees initially
wanted to escort the woman
out of the area by foot rather
than risk disturbing federally
protected wolves with a heli-
copter. This is a sensitive time
of year for wolves, according
to the report. The woman was
at the pack’s rendezvous site,
where pups stay for the sum-
mer until they are old enough
to hunt.

The department eventually
consented to letting a Depart-
ment of Natural Resources he-
licopter crew make a 14-min-
ute flight from Omak to rescue
the woman. The crew reported
seeing two wolves run away as
the helicopter approached and
landed in a meadow. Reaching
the woman by ground would
have taken two to three hours,
officials estimated.

According to Fish and
Wildlife, the woman said she
saw wolf tracks and heard
barking and howling as she
walked into the area. She then
saw a wolf cross a stream and
come toward her.

She had a “face-to-face in-
teraction” with the wolf while
on a phone talking to her boss,
who told her to climb a tree,
according to the report.

After 10 to 15 minutes,
she climbed down and walked
about 300 feet before she was
cut off by a wolf. She said she
thought it was the same wolf.
“The wolf approached her as
she took steps backwards and
was very vocal towards the
wolf,” according to the report.
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Aresearcher had a “face-to-face
interaction” with a wolf while

on a phone talking to her boss,
who told her to climb a tree,
according to a report released
by the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife.

The wolf was about 15
meters away and “darted in
several times” as the woman
deployed pepper spray. The
spray did not reach the wolf.
She “continued to scream at
the wolf a final time. It backed
off and she re-climbed the
tree,” Troutman reported. She
“stated the interaction was
approximately 30 seconds
long.”

Troutman reported that he
is familiar with the area and
was confident he could find
the woman. He reported trying
to call her while she was in the
tree, but she later told him that
she turned off her phone to
save the battery.

DNR emergency dispatch-
er Jill Jones urged reluctant
wildlife managers to use a
helicopter to rescue the wom-
an, according to previously
released DNR records. Jones
said no one could tell wheth-
er the woman was safe in the
tree.

The woman scratched her
legs climbing the tree, but did
not need medical attention.

Large Western U.S. Wildfires*(As of July 30)

For the most up-to-date wildfire data, go to: fsapps.nwcg.gov/afm/

Size
Fire (Acres)
1. Klondike 13,992
2. Natchez 4,613
3. Garner Complex 31,660
4. Goodview 1,353
5. Hendrix 1,081
6. Mendicino Complex 30,500
7. Sugar Pine 2,379
8. S. Umpqua Complex 11,731
9. Carr 95,368
10. Timber Crater 6 3,126
11. Timber Crater 10 184
12. Round Top 154
13. Substation 78,425
14. Long Hollow 34,550
15. Union 106
16. Whaleback 9,300
17. Cougar Creek 350
18. Cemetery 1,414
19. Chelan Hills 1,842
20. Ferguson 54,481
21. 116 Wilson Prairie 437
22. Perry 25,600
23. Lake Wallula 2,000
24. Big Grassy 3,000
25. Gregg 5,000
26. Warner Gulch 576
27. Broad 543
28. Valley 1,350
29. Telegraph 318
30. Keithly 17,600
31. Pasqual 365
32. Cranston 13,130
33. Pole Creek 800
34. Spalding Bridge 350
35. Rattlesnake Creek 3,509
36. MM 73 Hwy. 55 4,634
37. Area 19 5,000
38. Cat 25,633
39. Mesa 25,577
40. Trestle 215
41. Davis 50
42. Dixie 2,522
43. Bruneau 4,447
44. Kiwah 259
45. Lodgepole 1,616

‘ 0-75 percent contained

-
N

100 miles
Size
Fire (Acres)
46. China Jim 20,000
47. Reynolds Lake 1,068
48. Sharps 2,750
49. Goose Creek 100,000
50. Raft River 1,241
51. Jim Sage 1,934
52. Cedar Mnt. One 1,780
53. Stubbs 3,657
54. Cove Creek 1,363
55. Chimney 210
56. Obi 750

‘ 76-100 percent contained

*100 acres or more occurring in timber;
300 acres or more in grass/sage.

Size
Fire (Acres)
57. Daisy 1,548
58. Grassy Ridge 97,000
59. Birstow 914
60. Seep 2,400
61. Willow Creek 1,311
62. Trail Mountain 18,080
63. Deer 600
64. Dolllar Ridge 57,124

Sources: activefiremaps.fs.fed.us; inciweb.org
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Wildfire
numbers are
slightly down

—— fiom last year
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As of July 31, there
have been 37,315 fires and
800,000 fewer acres on fire
this year.

While the numbers are
slightly down from last year,
Bilbao said the high volume
of fires in some states, such
as Oregon, is an issue. She
also said the numbers change
constantly as the fires con-
tinue to grow and new fires
break out.

On a national level, 98
large fires were burning
across the U.S., Bilbao said.
Oregon has 14 large fires, Cal-
ifornia accounted for 8, Idaho
has 9 and Washington state
has 4. A large fire is defined
as anything over 100 acres of
forest land or over 300 acres
of grassland, Bilbao said.

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee
proclaimed a state of emergen-
cy for all of Washington on
Tuesday with “dangerous fire
fuel and weather conditions
across the state.”

The proclamation ensures
that resources are available,
when the need arises, to fight
the fires and allows the Nation-
al Guard to assist firefighting
efforts.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown,
similarly declared a state-
wide wildfire emergency on
July 18 and made National
Guard resources available to
the state Department of for-
estry.



