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Good accountant keeps business fiscally fit
By DIANNA TROYER
For the Capital Press

MALTA, Idaho — An agricultural well driller in southeastern Idaho, Rich Scrivner,
admits he is an accountant’s
nightmare, job security, and
live entertainment with his
sense of humor.
The 68-year-old Malta resident’s bookkeeping system
for his business starts with
receipts.
“I threaten my employees
and remind them to save them
all,” says Scrivner of receipts
for parts, vehicle maintenance, food and other items.
Then he stuffs them in
folders.
“When I get time, I’ll organize and itemize them. If I
get really behind, my accountant makes a house call. She
tells me, ‘Look, it’s time to
get it together here.’”
Scrivner says his longtime accountant, Dot Belveal
in Nampa, is indispensable
because she helps keep his
business fiscally healthy and
prepares his tax returns.
“Plus, she’s patient and
tolerates a client like me,”
says Scrivner, who heard
about her through friends.
“She was a trap shooter and
runs Chesapeake dogs, so I
can relate to that. I’m not the
type who would get along
well with a shirt-and-tie kind
of accountant.”
Belveal, 58, says many of
her clients are rejected by accounting firms.
“I get the ones no one else
wants because they haven’t
filed a tax return for years for
all kinds of personal reasons,”
says Belveal, who named her
business Tax Solutions.
“They hand me a box filled
with papers, and I make sense
of it. Over the years, I’ve
developed a good working
relationship with the (Internal Revenue Service) office
here in Boise and the state tax
commission and have negotiated settlements on clients’
reconstructed financials.”
Scrivner says last year
Bellveal told him he almost
made some money.
“I might have if I hadn’t
been racing,” he says.
He drives his 1957 Chevy
in the Super Stock division at
quarter-mile drag races in Las
Vegas, Seattle and Portland.
The car advertises his business, Able Well Drilling, on
the rear window.
“I wanted a name that was
the beginning of the alphabet, so
people who needed a well driller would see it first when they
flipped open a phone book.”
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Rich Scrivner says his accountant is vital for preparing his tax return.
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Rich Scrivner drag races his
1957 Chevrolet around the
Northwest and Nevada during
the off season from his well work.

Scrivner races in summer,
his off-season from drilling
wells.
“From mid-October to
May, it’s go, go, go. Farmers
need the water in summer, so
I do my drilling and maintenance during their down
time.”
While Scrivner says he
does not take himself too seriously, he takes his work seriously.
“When I’m done with a
job, I have a great sense of
accomplishment. Like gold,
silver or copper, water is a
valuable commodity. Unlike
metals, though, you can’t live
without it.”
Scrivner advises irrigators
to maintain their wells.
“It’s a lot cheaper than
drilling a new one.”
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Rich uses huge bits and “swedges” to repair and drill irrigation wells throughout southeastern Idaho.

He relies on a camera to
help diagnose problems.
“If you’re not using a camera, you’re making an educated guess about what’s going
on,” he says.
To remove mineral build-

up, Scrivner uses a high-pressure pump that sprays 9 gallons of water a minute at
5,000 pounds of pressure per
square inch.
“That jetter head can make
a casing look new,” he says.

The area’s geology can be
hard on a well, too. A fault
line runs through part of the
Raft River Valley. As the earth
shifts, it often moves the well
casing. To make the casing
straight and round again, he
inserts a “swedge” and applies pressure.

Scrivner says drilling
wells has been a gratifying
career for decades.
“Every job is different.
You never know what you’ll
run into. I’m like most well
drillers. The only way I’ll quit
is when I die on the back of
a rig.”
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4.75% 10 YEAR FIXED LOANS AVAILABLE
Popular Ag Finance is a nationwide Agricultural lender
lending on the following property types:
• Farms, Dairies and Ranches
• Timber and Orchards
• Vineyards and Wineries
• Other Agricultural Use and Facilities
Loans include the following features:
• $500K to $50 million loan sizes
• Rates start at 3.5% ARM and 4% Fixed
with 25-year amortizations with
NO prepayment penalties
• Revolving lines of credit available
4% interest with interest-only payments.

• Monthly, semi-annual or annual payments
• Purchase or refinance with Cash-Out for
operating capital or land purchase available
• Behind on Payments?
Popular Ag Finance can provide bridge loans
and operating capital.

Darin Young, President

Your lender of choice for farm,
ranch and agribusiness capital
• Agricultural real estate lender for 100 years
• Long-term fixed or adjustable rate mortgage
financing
• Real estate secured revolving line of credit
• Competitive interest rates
• Flexible terms and structuring

Rates are attractive—contact us today.
559.435.0206 | www.metlife.com/ag

Submit loans to:
dyoung@popularcommercial.com
10808 S. Riverfront Pkwy. Ste 353
South Jordan, Utah 84095

888-950-9339
www.popularagfinance.com
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