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Busy
agenda
set for
annual
meeting

By JOHN O’CONNELL
Capital Press

FORT HALL, Idaho —
Idaho Farm Bureau Federa-
tion members in Bonneville
County reason the state
doesn’t fund commodity
groups, so it’s inappropriate
that the governor has the fi-
nal say in appointing their
board members.

During the organiza-
tion’s 78th Annual Meeting,
scheduled for Dec. 5-7 at
the Fort Hall Convention
Center, Farm Bureau dele-
gates from each county will
vote on a resolution calling
for growers to appoint their
own commodity leaders. It
is among several proposed
policy updates.

Farm Bureau prides it-
self in having policies that
originate from a grass-roots
level. Resolutions start as
suggestions made during
county meetings. They must
also be endorsed at the dis-
trict level and by the State
Resolutions Committee be-
fore they can be ratified at
the annual meeting by the
House of Delegates, which
includes two representatives
from each county.

Farm Bureau spokesman
John Thompson said other
resolutions of interest pertain
to the organization’s position
on establishing a Craters of
the Moon National Park and
to wheat discounts.

Thompson explained the
organization already has a
resolution opposing “any
change to federal or state
land designation where there
is a potential to harm agri-
culture,” which was drafted
in response to an effort to
make a national park at Cra-
ters of the Moon National
Monument. Thompson said
Oneida County’s proposed
resolution would “get right
to the meat of it” and more
directly specify, “We oppose
Craters of the Moon becom-
ing a national park.”

Clearwater and Lewis
counties have proposed a
resolution expressing Farm
Bureau’s position that wheat
shouldn’t be discounted at
elevators below the feed
price when it fails the low
falling numbers test. The test
measures starch degradation
caused either by temperature
fluctuations or pre-harvest
sprouting.

The conference’s top
award, called the Presi-
dent’s Cup, will be giv-
en this year to Dean and
Shirlene  Schwendimann,
who raise row crops in
Teton. Dean Schwendi-
mann has been on the feder-
ation’s state board for two
decades, and Shirlene has
been active on the Wom-
en’s Committee.

Farmers who ‘identity preserve’ wheat may benefit

By SEAN ELLIS
Capital Press

BOISE — Idaho farmers
are positioned to take ad-
vantage of a growing trend
among wheat buyers seeking
wheat with specific traits that
is “identity preserved.”

That was the message
Dennis Capson, a mer-
chandiser for Scoular Co.,
which specializes in market-
ing grain, stressed to Idaho
Wheat Commission board
members at their Oct. 26
meeting.

Capson said his compa-
ny often receives calls from
millers asking for wheat that
is identity preserved by vari-
ety and trait. Since elevators
lack the ability to do that, he
said, farmers who identity
preserve their wheat could
benefit from it.

“If they will keep that
wheat separate, it will give
us an opportunity to go out
and try to market that (and)
hopefully there is some pre-
mium involved,” he told
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A wheat field near Meridian, Idaho. Farmers may be able to receive
a premium for preserving the identity of their wheat by variety and

traits, a marketer says.

IWC board members, who
are all growers. “I really
think that is the future for
(wheat) farmers.”

Capson said identity pre-
serving grain “is another way
for a farmer to try to get a lit-
tle more out of his wheat.”

There may or may not be
a premium involved in doing
that, he said.

“It’s possible, but if they
don’t identity preserve it, then
it’s not possible,” Capson
said. “It’s just commingled
wheat.”

Cathy Wilson, the IWC’s
director of research collabo-
ration, said Idaho is unique in
that it grows four classes of
wheat, while most states grow
just one, so Idaho growers
are accustomed to separating
wheat by class.

“Historically, because of
that, Idaho growers have had
on-farm storage,” she said.

In Idaho, identity preserv-
ing wheat has traditionally
meant not commingling red
and white wheat, Wilson said.

But the next step, which is
being dictated by customers
wanting a specific wheat trait
to set their products apart, is
for those farmers to separate
their wheat by variety and
trait, she said.

“That’s where it’s going
and Idaho is positioned to

be able to take advantage of
that,” Wilson said. “That’s
where the money is going to
be for the guys who can do
that.”

But to do that, she added,
“you have to have enough
on-farm storage to keep that
single variety separate. Many
growers have on-farm stor-
age.

Whether they have enough
to start segregating by variety
or trait is another question.

“Those growers who have
invested in that will be in a
better position to do identi-
ty preserved wheat,” Wilson
said.

Idaho wheat growers have
been trained to separate their
grain by class, whereas in
many other states, “wheat is
wheat,” said Zac Miller, di-
rector of commodities for the
Idaho Farm Bureau Federa-
tion.

“I think we have a chance
to be the first ones there,”
he said of the industry trend
toward identity preserving
wheat on the farm.

Study 1dentifies sediment source in Portneuf River tributary

By JOHN O’CONNELL
Capital Press

POCATELLO, Idaho —
Bank erosion in the low-
er reach of Marsh Creek is
responsible for most of its
excessive sediment loads,
according to an Idaho State
University researcher who
has studied water quality in
the impaired Portneuf River
tributary.

Ben Crosby, an ISU asso-
ciate professor of geoscienc-
es, said the findings could
open new opportunities for
landowners along the mud-
dy stream to participate in
cost-sharing conservation
programs.

Furthermore, Crosby said
his research highlights how
and where to target those
conservation dollars, and
clarifies that the source of
erosion isn’t other tributaries,
grazing in highlands near the
creek’s headwaters, or low-
land farm fields and pastures.

“The conservation action
that would be most impact-
ful right now would be con-
struction of wetlands along
the stream to slow water
down and allow sediment
deposition,” said Crosby,
adding he’s discussed pos-
sible programs to stabilize
banks and build wetlands
with USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Ser-
vice.

In conjunction with Cros-
by’s study, Casey Taylor, a
post-doctoral researcher with-
in ISU’s Department of Polit-
ical Science, will soon mail
1,500 surveys to landowners
along Marsh Creek, which
meanders through homes and
farms and ranches of varying
sizes upstream of Pocatello.

Taylor said survey ques-
tions were based on previous
interviews with 15 landown-
ers along Marsh Creek and
will seek to identify willing
participants for future conser-
vation efforts. Furthermore,
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Idaho State University geosciences associate professor Ben Crosby stands on a cliff overlooking the confluence of Marsh Creek and the
Portneuf River, near Inkom, Idaho. Crosby is part of a study that concluded bank erosion in the lower reach of Marsh Creek is responsible
for heavy sediment loads, and establishment of wetlands in collaboration with willing landowners would be an effective way to improve

water quality.

she and her graduate students
will ask landowners if they
farm or ranch, how many cat-
tle they may graze, whether
they’ve participated in past
conservation efforts and if
they’re troubled by Marsh
Creek water quality.

“Our goal is to produce a
report that will help our con-
servation agency partners in-
form their future management
strategies,” Taylor said. “One
critical element that gets left
out of a lot of studies of con-
servation projects is the per-
spective of landowners who
are a critical piece of it.”

Inkom rancher Jim Guthrie

Sr., for example, has planted
about 2,000 willows along
the creek through his proper-
ty during the past 17 years,
partnering with Farm Service
Agency on some of his ripar-
ian improvements. Guthrie
has also fenced his cattle out
of the creek and added off-
stream watering.

“I can’t believe how much
(sediment) reduction there’s
been,” Guthrie said.

Crosby explained efforts
have been made to improve
water quality in the stream
for several decades. Though
projects done over the years
have helped to cut sediment

loads in half, Crosby said
Marsh Creek is still the ma-
jor contributor of sediment
into the Portneuf upstream of
Pocatello.

Crosby and his students
spent the past three seasons
studying data from 13 sensors
placed throughout the creek
that transmit water-quality
data every 15 minutes. They
also floated the creek in kay-
aks to evaluate stream bank
integrity.

Major funding for the
study came from the National
Science Foundation’s Man-
aging Idaho’s Landscapes for
Ecosystem Services grant.

The city of Pocatello contrib-
uted $60,000 in seed money.

Hannah Sanger, the city’s
environmental  coordinator,
explained the city has to pay
more for its permit to dis-
charge stormwater because of
the poor water quality in the
Portneuf River. She said the
city sees the greatest potential
to improve river conditions
by addressing issues in Marsh
Creek.

“It’s pretty exciting to
now have the data to see the
options on the table that are
going to be effective,” Sanger
said. “That’s light years ahead
of where we were.”
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Tillamook cheese aging.
Medium cheddar Aged 60 days
Sharp Cheddar Aged 9 months
Extra Sharp Cheddar Aged 15 months
Vintage White Sharp Cheddar Aged 2 years

Visit the SAGE Center Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Find us on:

101 Olson Road - Boardman, OR 97818
(541) 481-7243
www.visitsage.com
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Pioneer Equipment
Palmer, AK

Torrence’s Farm Implements
Brawley, CA
Heber, CA
Thermal, CA

Valley Truck & Tractor
Chico, CA
Colusa, CA
Dixon, CA

Fernbridge Tractor
Fortuna, CA

Gonzales Equipment
Gonzales, CA

GMD MOUNTED SERIES pisc moweRs
« Low-profile design for fast, clean cutting

» Heavy-duty cutterbar ensures low maintenance and long life

» The Protectadrive® system protects the cutterbar gear train and minimizes downtime
* Spring suspension provides outstanding ground contouring

5'3" - 102" cutting widths » Premium & Select models available

Quality Machinery Center

Hanford, CA Wellington, NV Merrill, OR Chehalis, WA
Madera, CA . . Roseburg, OR Ellensburg, WA
Tulare, CA Robbins Farm Equipment Salem, OR Quincy, WA
Baker City, OR Tangent, OR Sumner, WA
Belkorp Ag Burns, OR Yakima. WA
Merced, CA La Grande, OR Boyd’s Implement
Modesto, CA i i Tillamook, OR Watkins Tractor & Supply
Santa Rosa, CA Papé Machinery . Kelso, WA
Stockton, CA Fall River Mills, CA Central Machinery Sales
Aurora, OR Hermiston, OR Okanogan Truck & Trailer
Gampbell Tractor Central Point, OR Moses Lake, WA Okanogan, WA
Fruitiand, ID Cornelius, OR Pasco, WA
Glenns Ferry, ID Gresham, OR Sunnyside, WA Adams Tractor
Homedale, ID Harrisburg, OR A Spokane, WA &
Nampa, ID Madras, OR Burlmgt%n pWA Visit your local N
Wendell, ID McMinnville, OR Lynden, WA KUHN Dealer today' @

Smith Valley Garage

INVEST IN QUALITY

KuhnNorthAmerica.com IF L J E

Papé Machinery cont. Washington Tractor




