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KETCHUM, Idaho — The 
Idaho Potato Commission plans 
to replace the 6-ton replica Rus-
set Burbank hauled on its Great 
Big Idaho Potato Truck with a 
new model that’s lighter, leaner 
and glows in the dark.

IPC President and CEO 
Frank Muir said the new spud 
will be 2 feet narrower, en-
abling the commission to op-
erate the truck without wide-
load restrictions, and special 
lighting beneath its translucent 
fiberglass facade will make it 
visible at night.

Muir explained wide loads 
can’t be driven at night, and 
having a glowing spud should 
come in handy now that the 
truck will eligible to drive in 
nighttime parades.

“The potato will look like 
it magically is glowing, and 

people will absolutely love 
it,” Muir said during the Idaho 
Grower Shippers Association’s 
89th Annual Convention last 
month.

Muir said the new spud will 
appear almost identical to the 
current potato and will remain 
27 feet long.

IPC intended for the spud 
to last a single year when it 
unveiled the truck in 2011 to 
celebrate its 75th anniversa-
ry. However, the organization 
opted to keep the truck roll-
ing based on the promotion’s 
popularity.  The truck has now 
logged 148,000 miles, covering 

7,200 U.S. cities, during its six 
years of touring and promoting 
the Idaho brand. IPC’s Tater 
Team also supports local char-
ities during the tours — most 
recently, a contribution to the 
American Red Cross to benefit 
victims of Hurricane Harvey 
during its stop at the IGSA 
meeting.

Each year, IPC has had to 
resurface and repaint the pota-
to to repair cracks. Muir is also 
concerned that the boards be-
neath the facade may no longer 
be sound, potentially posing a 
risk to team members who ride 
on top of the tuber during pa-
rades.

Muir believes the project 
demonstrates IPC’s commit-
ment to operating the truck 
“until its wheels fall off.”

He anticipates construction 
will cost “a couple hundred 
thousand dollars.” It will be 
built by Chris and Sharolyn 

Schofield of Weiser, who also 
built the spud currently on the 
potato truck and both of the 
giant potatoes that have been 
used in the annual New Year’s 
Eve potato drop in Boise. 

The latest potato-drop spud 
was equipped with lights to 
make it glow, and will provide 
a prototype for the potato truck 
upgrade.

Since the truck launched, 
IPC has featured it in a series 
of commercials starring “actual 
potato farmer” Mark Coombs 
and his “spud hound,” who 
pursue the “missing” truck 
throughout the country but nev-
er manage to catch up with it. 

Its first broadcast will be 
during the IPC-sponsored foot-
ball game between Boise State 
University and Virginia. The 
commercial will continue air-
ing on cable television, and IPC 
has started a streaming TV con-
tract with Hulu.

Potato truck spud gets upgrade

September 8, 2017 CapitalPress.com 11

IdahoSubscribe to our weekly Idaho email 
newsletter at CapitalPress.com/newsletters

By JOHN O’CONNELL
Capital Press

EAGLE, Idaho — The 
Idaho Potato Commission is 
planning an all-day meeting 
featuring a lunch, an inspi-
rational speaker and various 
presentations, hoping to draw 
a large percentage of the 
state’s growers to a common 
location.

The main purpose of the 
first Big Idaho Potato Meet-
ing, scheduled for Nov. 14 at 
the Shoshone-Bannock Ho-
tel and Event Center in Fort 
Hall, is to highlight how IPC 
invests marketing dollars 
collected through a grower 
checkoff fee.

Other Idaho potato organi-
zations — including the Potato 
Growers of Idaho, United Po-
tato Growers of Idaho, South-
ern Idaho Potato Cooperative, 
Idaho Grower Shippers Asso-
ciation and Idaho Association 
of Commerce and Industry’s 
raw products group — have 
been encouraged to host their 
own meetings in Fort Hall on 
the morning of the meeting to 
help boost attendance.

“We’re just all so frag-
mented,” said IPC Commis-
sioner James Hoff, of Idaho 
Falls. “Anymore, we’ve kind 
of lost some synergy with 
the growers as a whole, and 
I think this is a good way to 
start bringing that back.”

The event will replace 
IPC’s Whistle Stop Tour — 
a tradition IPC President and 
CEO Frank Muir started 14 
years ago when he first joined 
the organization.

Muir explained growers at 
the time weren’t satisfied that 
the commission was “keeping 
Idaho on the current trends,” 
so he hosted meetings in sev-
en cities to inform them about 
IPC’s new programming. 

Grower interest began to 
wane and Whistle Stop Tour 
meetings were consolidat-
ed until about six years ago, 
when a single meeting in Ida-
ho Falls remained.

Muir hopes to draw up to 
500 growers to the new meet-
ing, where participants and 
researchers will engage in a 
conversation about ways to 
improve the quality of Idaho 
potatoes that are shipped.

“I want all hands on deck 
when it comes to improving 
Idaho’s potato quality,” Muir 
said. 

PGI, which works to fur-
ther Idaho growers’ political 
interests, will reschedule its 
silent auction and awards for 
growers of the year to coordi-
nate with the new meeting. 

PGI Director Keith Esplin 
said the event has been host-
ed during the University of 
Idaho’s Potato Conference in 
Pocatello, which draws more 
farm managers and workers 
than growers. 

“We’ve always been wish-
ing for a grower banquet and 
a little better environment,” 
Esplin said. 

Commission member 
Randy Hardy, of Oakley, said 
door prizes will be awarded, 
and he’s attempting to orga-
nize a political forum featur-
ing Idaho gubernatorial can-
didates. 

“I think this is a really good 
opportunity to bring the in-
dustry together,” Hardy said. 
“We’ve got some topics like 
quality issues and other things 
we need to be addressing.”

Group 
plans Big 
Potato 
Meeting
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Idaho Potato Commission 
President and CEO Frank Muir 
hopes to draw up to 500 grow-
ers to the Big Idaho Potato 
Meeting on Nov. 14.
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KIMBERLY, Idaho — For 
years researchers have been 
trying to improve the efficacy 
of Basagran for post-emer-
gence weed control in dry 
beans.

The herbicide works well 
in the humid Midwest but not 
as well in Idaho’s dry climate, 
and the researchers have been 
looking for an adjuvant to 
boost its efficacy.

Annual trials in that regard 
have yet to find something 
that works well. But “results 
from this year’s trials are the 
most promising yet,” said 
Don Morishita, a weed scien-
tist and superintendent of the 
University of Idaho Kimberly 
Research and Extension Cen-
ter.

Adjuvants improve the 
plant’s uptake of the herbi-
cide. The chemical structure 
of herbicides often causes 

them to be repelled on the 
plant surface, and adjuvants 
are used to help them break 
through the waxy layer on the 
leaves, he said.

Nearly all pesticides either 
contain an adjuvant or require 

adding one, and herbicide 
manufacturers are always 
trying to find ones that work 
well with individual herbi-
cides. The university has been 
trying to find one that works 
well with Basagran, he said.

Four herbicides are regis-
tered for broadleaf weed con-
trol in dry beans — Basagran, 
Raptor, Pursuit and Sandea. 
But Basagran is the only one 
that does not have restrictions 
for planting rotational crops, 
such as potatoes and sugar 
beets, due to crop injury.

The university has been 
testing different adjuvants in 
combination with Basagran 
and other herbicides to find 
which treatments, applica-
tions and practices work best 
for weed control.

“It boils down to process 
of elimination,” Morishita 
said.

This year, three adjuvants 
and an experimental applica-
tion of Basagran show prom-

ise, he said.
The adjuvants — commer-

cially available StrikeLock 
and Preference and experi-
mental AG13064 — “seem to 
have worked as well as any-
thing we’ve looked at in the 
past,” Morishita said.

Future trials will show 
whether they are consistent in 
post-emergence weed control, 
he said.

One of the more promising 
aspects of this year’s trials is 
using micro rates of Basagran 
at emergence or the unifoliate 
stage. 

A researcher at North Da-
kota State University adapted 
such research from work done 
in sugar beets to dry beans 
and has had some great results 
applying Basagran at micro 
rates earlier than recommend-
ed by the manufacturer, he 
said.

The manufacturer’s rec-
ommendation is for a first 
application of Basagran at 

the first trifoliate stage, which 
might work well in the Mid-
west but it wouldn’t control 
weeds in Idaho, he said.

“Because of our dri-
er climate, it just doesn’t 
work consistently. A total 
post-emergence program 
with Basagran would be a to-
tal failure,” he said.

But Idaho growers might 
be able to get a jump on weed 
control by applying micro 
rates of Basagran before the 
trifoliate stage, he said.

“I think that maybe these 
reduced rates of Basagran at 
a much earlier stage … may 
be something that could be 
helpful to us,” he said.

Another idea is that 
if growers can hold back 
weeds starting at emer-
gence with Basagran, they 
could follow up later with a 
soil-active herbicide, such as 
Outlook or Sonalan, for ex-
tended weed control if need 
be, he said.

Research targets weeds in dry bean fields
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Don Morishita, weed scientist 
and superintendent of the 
University of Idaho Kimberly 
Research and Extension 
Center, explains research the 
university is doing on controlling 
weeds during a dry bean field 
day on Aug. 23.
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The Idaho Potato Commission plans to build a new, glow-in-the-
dark potato for its Great Big Idaho Potato Truck. 
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