
‘Defi nitely ag’
Grimm, 31, grows can-

nabis. He’s the owner of Up-
lifted Farm, and his crop land 
is a dilapidated warehouse in 
an industrial area off Salem’s 
Portland Road. He’s scrapped, 
made-do and scrambled to suc-
ceed. By at least one measure, 
he’s an excellent grower. This 
past summer, the fi rst time the 
Oregon State Fair accepted 
cannabis plants for judging, 
he won blue ribbons for his 
Granddaddy Purple, an Indica 
variety, and his Super Sour Die-
sel, a more psychoactive Sativa 
variety.

This spring, Grimm will 
move Uplifted Farm into a 
massive old concrete building 
that used to be a slaughter-
house. He and his partner, Na-
than Martinez, will have 30,000 
square feet of growing space in 
what Grimm estimates is a $5 
million renovation.

“I’m all in,” Grimm said.
Don’t tell him he’s not a 

farmer, or that cannabis is not 
an agricultural crop.

“Absolutely,” he said. “It’s 
no different.”

The guidelines, growing and 
cropping techniques involved 
in raising marijuana could be 
applied to grapes, tomatoes or 
anything else, he said.

Individual producers may 
not favor pot farming, but the 
Oregon Department of Agri-
culture has given its offi cial 
approval. After voters legalized 
adult recreational production, 
possession and use in 2014, 
then-department Director Katy 
Coba famously declared, “Wel-
come to the family.” Since 
then, the department has taken 
growers in hand to help them 
through the regulatory network.

“It may not look the same as 
what we’re used to, but it’s defi -
nitely agriculture,” said Sunny 
Jones, a pesticide expert who 
was picked as the department’s 
cannabis policy coordinator. 
“That’s defi nitely been ODA’s 
take on the situation; it’s one 
more crop in the many crops 
that Oregon grows.”

Jones said pot growers 
demonstrate a work ethic and 
problem-solving ability that 
traditional agriculturists would 
admire. 

“When many of us think 
of farmers, we think of some-
one creative, someone who can 
keep the equipment running 
with baling wire and duct tape,” 
she said. “That is abundant in 
the cannabis industry.”

Most valuable crop?
What’s also abundant is the 

money and economic spin-off 
that accompanies legalization. 
Cannabis activists have long 
maintained pot is Oregon’s 
most valuable crop. While 
there aren’t offi cial farm gate 
numbers available to back that 
up, a former Oregon State Uni-
versity professor estimated in 
2015 that the state’s pot crop 
was worth $948 million annu-
ally, or more than the combined 

value of hazelnuts, pears, wine 
grapes, Christmas trees and 
blueberries.

The 17 percent tax on rec-
reational pot sales is an open 
spigot. The Oregon Department 
of Revenue received $5.3 mil-
lion in tax payments in January 
2017, and said it has received 
$65.4 million in cannabis tax 
collections since January 2016. 
After the department’s adminis-
trative costs are met, 40 percent 
of the tax revenue goes to the 
Common School Fund, 20 per-
cent to mental health, alcohol 
and drug services, and 15 per-
cent to the Oregon State Police. 
Cities, counties and other ser-
vices split the remainder.

Advocacy groups say pot 
legalization creates jobs. New 
Frontier Data, a Washington, 
D.C., analytics fi rm that spe-
cializes in cannabis issues, 
estimated the sector would 
create more than 280,000 jobs 
by 2020. Adult cannabis use is 
now legal in eight states and in 
D.C., areas with a combined 
population of 69 million, the 
group said.

Big questions
Producers thinking about 

growing cannabis, however, 

should realize major questions 
have not yet been answered.

Most critically, it is still 
illegal under federal law. On 
the books, marijuana is list-
ed as a Schedule 1 controlled 
substance. Cannabis activists 
say the ranking is ludicrous 
because it puts pot in the same 
category as heroin and LSD, 
while methamphetamine and 
cocaine are Schedule 2 drugs, a 
notch below.

Current state-level legal-
ization is based on a shoul-
der-shrug interpretation of the 
August 2013 “Cole Memoran-
dum,” named for James Cole, 
an assistant U.S. attorney gen-
eral who wrote it.

In the memo, the Obama 
administration essentially said 
it wouldn’t interfere so long as 
states legalizing cannabis had 
“strong and effective regulato-
ry and enforcement systems” 
in place. The administration 
didn’t want pot available to 
minors, crossing into states that 
hadn’t legalized it and funding 
the operations of cartels and 
gangs.

Growers, processors and re-
tailers in Washington, Oregon, 
California and elsewhere took 
that as a sign to get busy.

“Why did everyone just start 
blowing through this risk factor 
like they couldn’t care less?” a 
lawyer-blogger with Portland’s 
Emerge Law Group wrote. 
One reason was “the fact that 
so many people are involved in 

the industry now that there’s a 
feeling of safety in sheer num-
bers. ‘What are they going to 
do? Arrest everyone?’”

Probably not, the blogger 
concluded, but Trump and con-
servative Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions could deliver a “big 
chill” if they decided to change 
course.

On Feb. 24, Trump press 
secretary Sean Spicer said the 
Justice Department would pur-
sue “greater enforcement” of 
laws regarding recreational-use 
marijuana. The off-hand re-
mark confused the situation.

“Trump seems insistent on 
throwing the marijuana market 
back into the hands of crim-
inals, wiping out tax-paying 
jobs and eliminating billions 
of dollars in taxes,” said Ethan 
Nadelmann, executive director 
of the Drug Policy Alliance. 
The group is a Washington, 
D.C., based lobbying group 
that favors marijuana and other 
drug policies “grounded in sci-
ence, compassion, health and 
human rights.”

New Approach Oregon, the 
Portland group that backed and 
works to implement Oregon’s 
2014 legalization of adult rec-
reational cannabis use, called 
Spicer’s remarks “concerning.”

But New Approach Director 
Anthony Johnson said Trump 
and Sessions hadn’t been heard 
from.

“Greater enforcement by the 
Justice Department, if it does 

occur, could mean that the fed-
eral government may just mon-
itor state-regulated businesses 
more closely,” Johnson said in 
a prepared statement. “Poten-
tially, federal charges could be 
brought if cannabis businesses 
violate state law and regula-
tions, such as selling marijuana 
to minors under the age of 21.”

The availability of capital 
and banking services also are 
major questions for cannabis 
producers, processors and re-
tailers, because federally reg-
ulated banks aren’t supposed 
to handle money from illegal 
businesses.

Garrett Rudolph, editor of 
Marijuana Venture magazine, 
said banks’ relationship to the 
cannabis industry is “basically 
a giant gray area.”

The federal Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, 
or FinCen, issued a 2014 guide-
line that allowed banks to work 
with state-legal cannabis busi-
nesses that were following the 
Cole Memorandum rules. But 
FinCen “put the onus of due 
diligence on the banks,” Ru-
dolph said by email, and many 
fi nancial institutions are unwill-
ing to take that risk.

Economic buzz
Nonetheless, the economic 

buzz of cannabis legalization 
escalates.

At the annual Cannabis Col-
laborative Conference in Port-
land in February, vendors of all 
types displayed the technology, 
products and services that have 
sprung up in step with legaliza-
tion.

At one booth, a compa-
ny called Root Sciences, with 
an offi ce in Belfair, Wash., 
showed German-made distil-
lation equipment that produces 
99 percent pure cannabinoid oil 
concentrates for use in medical 
products or recreational edibles. 
One model sells for $159,000, 
which includes shipping, instal-
lation and training.

Down another aisle at the 
convention, 69-year-old elec-
trical contractor Gregory Full-
er showed his mobile growing 
unit. Fuller, of Federal Way, 
Wash., retrofi tted a shipping 
container with LED grow 
lights and insulation. The unit’s 
electrical requirement is small 
enough that it can operate on 
200-amp residential service. 
Plug and play, as it were.

“This is agriculture,” Fuller 

said. “I can grow 2,000 pounds 
of lettuce in here a year.”

But it’s pot growers he’s 
marketing to, and the units sell 
for $110,000. Fuller laughs 
as he tells of dealing with old 
counter-culture types who peel 
off $100 bills but provide little 
detail about who they are, what 
they want and what they’re do-
ing.

“You have to have the pa-
tience of Job to work with these 
guys,” he said.

At another booth, veteran 
grower Joe Pietri promoted 
his “Grow Like Joe” methods 
and his book, “The 15-Ounce 
Pound,” in which he predicts 
“Big Pharma” will patent can-
nabis and use the IRS and DEA 
to control other growers.

He said pot growers need to 
match the effi ciency of com-
mercial nurseries.

“If you can’t grow cannabis 
like they do chrysanthemums, 
they will wipe you out,” Pi-
etri told a couple people who 
stopped at his booth. “You 
won’t survive in this industry.”

Representatives of a Colo-
rado “Hemp Temps” company 
said they offer growers trained 
and temporary bud tenders, 
trimmers and harvesters. The 
company expects to open an 
Oregon branch this spring.

Jenny Argie, from Brook-
lyn, New York, demonstrated 
products she offers through 
her company, Baked At Home. 
Argie is a cancer survivor, and 
used cannabis as an alternative 
to pharmaceuticals to manage 
pain and nausea. She sells legal 
cookie, cake and brownie mix-
es that allow buyers to add their 
own cannabis oil at home. That 
gives users control over their 
dosage, Argie said.

Argie joked that she’s be-
come the Betty Crocker of can-
nabis baking.

“The interest and enthusi-
asm is so big,” she said.

Argie also sells lotions in-
fused with CBD, or cannabi-
diol, which along with THC is 
one of the primary elements 
of pot. CBD doesn’t get users 
high, however, and is primari-
ly used for pain relief. 

Danny Grimm, the Salem 
grower who is expanding his 
business, was at the Portland 
conference with the blue rib-
bons he won at the Oregon 
State Fair.

“It’s a pretty big deal,” he 
said.  

Marijuana farming still illegal under federal law
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Electrical contractor Gregory 
Fuller, 69, of Federal Way, 
Wash., outfi ts old shipping 
containers with LED grow lights 
and markets them as mobile 
pot growing systems. This one 
sells for $110,000.
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Under the glow of cannabis grow lights, Uplifted Farm employee Haley Dickerson changes out the 
nutrients in the Salem, Ore., company’s fl owering room.

Veteran marijuana grower Joe Pietri warns new pot producers they 
must be able to match the effi ciency of big nursery operations or 
“You won’t survive in this industry.”

Upstream, though she said the 
commission or Legislature 
may want to consider whether 
to tighten that interpretation 
of the law for future cases.

“Where’s the line? My 
argument is that there has to 
be more than a general call to 
contact your legislators,” Lo-
pez said.

What’s Upstream was 
funded by an Environmen-
tal Protection Agency grant 
awarded in 2011 to the North-
west Indian Fisheries Com-
mission.

The commission passed 
the money through to the 
Swinomish Indian Tribe, 
which used the federal funds 
to hire Strategies 360, a Se-
attle lobbying fi rm. What’s 
Upstream had a six-year, 
$655,000 budget, according 
to EPA records.

The tribe kept EPA in-
formed as Strategies 360 test-
ed pro-buffer statements with 
voters and crafted a media 
campaign. The message was 
that “unregulated” agriculture 
was killing fi sh and jeopardiz-
ing public health.

What’s Upstream stepped 

up its campaign for the 2016 
legislative session, allowing 
supporters to send form let-
ters through its website to 
lawmakers. “Feel free to per-
sonalize your message,” read 
a statement above the online 
form. “The message will be 
sent to various Washington 
senators whose votes we hope 
to infl uence.”

EPA abruptly disassociated 
itself from What’s Upstream 
last April when members of 
Congress took note and ac-
cused the agency of smearing 
farmers with an illegal lob-
bying campaign. An audit by 

the EPA’s inspector general is 
pending.

The PDC investigation was 
in response to a complaint by 
Save Family Farming against 
the tribe’s environmental poli-
cy director, Larry Wasserman; 
former EPA Northwest Ad-
ministrator Dennis McLerran; 
and Strategies 360.

PDC Commissioner Da-
vid Ammons said that What’s 
Upstream struck him as a “so-
phisticated” and “well-fund-
ed campaign to infl uence the 
public,” but agreed with the 
staff recommendation. The 
commission’s chairwoman, 

Anne Levinson, said lawmak-
ers may want to “fi ne-tune” 
the disclosure law.

Save Family Farming 
director Gerald Baron said 
he was disappointed with 
the PDC ruling and that he 
hoped the attorney general 
will come to a different con-
clusion.

He said he was encour-
aged by suggestions that law-
makers review the law. The 
attorney general’s offi ce and 
lawmakers also should exam-
ine the tribe’s position that the 
PDC had no jurisdiction over 
it, Baron said.

The PDC staff didn’t take 
a position on the tribe’s claim 
of immunity since it conclud-
ed there was no grass-roots 
lobbying.

Wasserman’s attorney, 
Wyatt Golding, told the PDC 
that Save Family Farming’s 
allegation was a reaction 
to the position espoused by 
What’s Upstream. “We think 
these complaints are a man-
ifestation of that push back 
and an attempt to quiet Mr. 
Wasserman,” he said.

The EPA had no immedi-
ate reaction to the PDC deci-
sion.

EPA abruptly disassociated itself from What’s Upstream last April
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Rumors spread on social media 
have proliferated. People on Face-
Book in Othello claimed there was 
an ICE raid at a Moses Lake store 
but the pictures supposedly show-
ing the raid included green trees, and 
there are no green trees in Moses 
Lake this time of year, she said. No 
ICE raids have been carried out re-
cently in Central Washington that she 
knows of, she said.

Ed Kenoyer, a Cashmere, Wash., 
pear grower, said he doesn’t know 

how concerned people are that there 
might be some loss of laborers from 
arrests. 

His son, Darrin, said there’s not a 
lot of worry about criminal arrests but 
that there is a concern about the issue 
in general.

One Hispanic woman who didn’t 
want to give her name said she is a 
farm employer and that the arrests 
of criminal illegal immigrants could 
touch her family.

“We are very concerned. Taking 
criminals away is OK, but it scares 

others from coming to work,” said 
Marion Montgomery, a Good Agri-
cultural Practices specialist at Crystal 
View Raspberry Farm near Belling-
ham.

Criminals don’t want to work any-
way and are not usually on farms but 
in cities pushing drugs, she said. 

“Ninety percent of those on the 
farms are desperate for work,” she 
said.

Dan Fazio, WAFLA director, said 
arrests usually occur at a residence, 
not at a workplace. But he offered 

tips on what employers should do if 
ICE arrives, starting with reception-
ists immediately calling a manager if 
a search warrant is served.

Search warrants need to be dated 
and signed and should specify what is 
to be searched, he said.

A company should assign one or 
two employees to follow each agent 
on a search and video what they say 
and do, including any seizures, he 
said.

Employees or employers should 
not give any statements without the 

company attorney present, he said, 
adding that there’s a fi ne line be-
tween asserting your rights and ob-
struction.

ICE agents should not be allowed 
onto property without a search war-
rant, Fazio said. If they bring an arrest 
warrant, the employer should bring 
the employee to the agents, he said.

“The worst thing that happens is 
half your crew runs away and ICE 
runs after them because they’re no 
longer have a right of privacy when 
they are in the parking lot,” he said.

Tips on what employers should do if ICE arrives
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*Includes medical and recreational 
sales at OLCC licensed retailers. 
Does not include medical sales at 
OHA registered dispensaries.
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