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Idaho farm cash receipts drop $290M from 2015

By SEAN ELLIS
Capital Press

BOISE — Total farm gate
cash receipts in Idaho during
2016 were down an estimat-
ed $290 million, or 4 percent,
from 2015.

Total cash receipts for
six of the state’s top eight
farm commodities decreased
in 2016 when compared to
2015, according to the Uni-
versity of Idaho report, “The
Financial Condition of Idaho
Agriculture: 2016.”

“Last year wasn’t a rosy
year for just about all” of the
state’s top ag commodities,
Ul Agricultural Economist
Garth Taylor told lawmakers
Jan. 5 while presenting the
report’s highlights. “Sugar
beets is really the only bright
spot we had in the ag econo-
my in 2016.”

In their annual report,
Taylor and UI Extension
Ag Economist Ben Eborn
project that farm cash re-
ceipts totaled $7.17 billion
in 2016, down from $7.46
billion 2015.

That follows a 15 percent
decline in 2015 that stopped
a four-year streak of record
farm cash receipts in Idaho
that began in 2011. Cash
receipts peaked at a record
$8.77 billion in 2014.

Yield records were bro-
ken for several of the state’s
main crops in 2016 and total
production was up signifi-
cantly for many crops, Tay-
lor said.
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Dry beans are harvested near Nampa, Idaho, last September. Farm cash receipts in Idaho totaled $7.2 billion in 2016, down 4 percent
from 2015, according to projections by University of Idaho ag economists.

“The fault is prices,” he
said.

According to the report,
the dairy industry brought
in $2.3 billion in milk cash
receipts in 2016, a 1 percent

decline from 2015. Milk
production increased 4 per-
cent over 2015 but prices av-
eraged 5 percent lower.
Cattle and calf prices
were off 37 percent in 2016

but the beef cow inventory
was up 11 percent and cattle
and calf cash receipts totaled
$1.7 billion in 2016, down
11 percent.

Potatoes remained the

state’s top cash crop with an
estimated $851 million in
cash receipts during 2016, a
2 percent decline from 2015.
Potato production was up
7 percent thanks to record

yields of 430 hundredweight
per acre but the average price
in 2016 was down 4 percent
to $6.80 per hundredweight.

Wheat revenues totaled
$412 million, off 11 percent
from 2015, as a 14 percent
increase in production (102
million bushels) was off-
set by prices that averaged
24 percent lower ($4.33 per
bushel).

Cash receipts for hay last
year are projected at $403
million, an 8 percent de-
crease from 2015. Produc-
tion increased 11 percent to
5.4 million tons but the aver-
age price dropped 20 percent
to $139 per ton.

Barley revenues in-
creased a projected 16 per-
cent to $304 million. Aver-
age yield of 107 bushels per
acre was up 10 bushels over
2015 and the average price
was 2 percent higher.

Sugar beet revenues are
projected at $284 million
in 2016, up 2 percent from
2015.

Beet prices averaged
$42.67 per ton, down 6 per-
cent, but production was
up 1 percent to 6.7 million
tons thanks to record yields
that averaged 39.2 tons per
acre.

Dry bean cash receipts in
Idaho totaled $68 million in
2016, a 9 percent decrease
from 2015.

Adjusted for inflation,
2016 farm cash receipts in
Idaho are 35 percent higher
than the 37-year average.

Study will develop model of Treasure Valley aquifer

By SEAN ELLIS
Capital Press

BOISE — The Idaho De-
partment of Water Resources
is teaming up with the U.S.
Geological Survey to create
a detailed flow model of the
aquifer system that underlies
the rapidly growing Treasure
Valley.

The five-year project will

Bl e -

Agricultural Markefilg & Man/l

e A

provide water managers with
a tool they can use to help
ensure the valley’s urban and
agricultural areas continue
to receive the water they
depend on in this desert cli-
mate in southwestern Idaho.
“We’re trying to figure
out how much water we have
and where it’s going,” said
IDWR Hydrology Section
Manager Sean Vincent.

The Treasure Valley is
home to 38 percent of the
state’s 1.63 million people,
as well as 8,000 farms.

The region’s population
has expanded rapidly, to
650,000 people, and shows
no signs of slowing.

COMPASS, a southwest-
ern Idaho planning organi-
zation, projects the Treasure
Valley population will top 1
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Farm Management Training Programs
Specifically designed for Eastern Washington producers

2017 AMMO Farm Management Training Programs are near!

Sessions include:

Falling Numbers Forum —Jan 31, Colfax
World Economic Outlook—Feb 9, Airway Heights

presented by: Mike Krueger & Randy Fortenbery

Crop Insurance Outlook & FSA Tools—Feb 15 (Ritzville) Feb 16 ( Walla Walla)
Outlook on Ag Policy and Weather—Feb 21, Airway Heights

Presented by: Dr. Barry Flinchbaugh & Dr. Elwynn Taylor
Labor Management in Agriculture—Feb 28 (Airway Heights) March 1 (Walla Walla)
Wheat College—April 27, Pasco

For the full 2017 schedule & registration information visit: wawg.org/ammo-workshops
WAWG members admitted free of charge. $25 for non-members. Lunch provided & prizes
available! Registration is requested 3 days prior to session.

AXIS H-EMC-W PRECISION FERTILIZER SPREADER

EMC Technology - ultra-precise measurement and automatic compensation for consistent application
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Hydraulic Drive —= maximum fuel efficiency and section control capability

Variable Rate Ready* - on-the-go automatic rate adjustment based on prescription fertilizer maps

112 - 148 cu. ft. capacities | 59' — 164' spreading widths | 2.7 - 446 |bs. /ac. application
*tequres specific software to be enabled on virtual teminal

million by 2040.

Creating a detailed and
reliable aquifer flow model
will be “a way to help water
managers allocate the water
so that everyone gets their
water,” Vincent said.

The model, which will
evaluate how groundwater
and surface water interact,
will help ensure there is
enough water for the hun-
dreds of thousands of new
residents expected in the
valley over the coming de-
cades, said USGS Hydrolo-
gist Jim Bartolino.

But there are also more
than 350,000 acres of irri-
gated farmland in the Trea-
sure Valley and those land-
owners need to continue to
receive the water they have
the rights to.

“Groundwater is used for
irrigation in the Treasure
Valley as well,” Bartolino
said. “By getting a better
handle on what the ground-
water supply is and how it’s
moving ... that will help ag-
ricultural supplies as well.
I think it’s something we’re
going to get a lot of use out
of when it’s done.”

There is a significant
amount of existing data
about the Treasure Valley
aquifer, Vincent said, but

S 2

INVEST IN QUALITY®

KuhnNorthAmerica.com § ¥ E

LS -

Sean Ellis/Capital Press

The Boise River in June. Idaho Department of Water Resources and
the U.S. Geological Survey will develop a detailed groundwater flow
model of the Treasure Valley aquifer. The state will contribute $2.5
million toward the five-year project and USGS will provide federal

matching funds.

the aquifer is a complex
one and more information is
needed.

One of the data gaps
the study will fill is how
much shallow groundwa-
ter is discharged from the
aquifer through several ag-
ricultural drains along the
Boise River from Eagle to
Parma.

To measure that, the
USGS this fall installed 10
new stream gauges on the
drains.

Knowing how much
water is coming out of the
drains and into the Boise
River “is going to be one of
the biggest improvements in
this model,” Bartolino said.

The Idaho Water Re-
source Board will provide

$2.5 million over five years
toward the study and USGS
will provide federal match-
ing funds for a portion of the
work.

The model, which is ex-
pected to be completed in
2021, “will provide water
users, the (IDWR) and plan-
ners with an additional tool
to evaluate where water is
available in the Treasure
Valley, how deep wells need
to be and where there are
limitations on the supply of
groundwater,” IWRB mem-
ber Albert Barker said in a
news release.

IDWR and USGS will
create a technical advisory
committee to gather input
from stakeholders and share
information.

The Capital Press is Proud
To Be a Part of This Year's
Northwest Ag Show

See us at the show and receive a special
gift when you renew your Capital Press
subscription or start a new subscription.*

Pioneer Equipment Quality Machinery Center Smith Valley Garage Papé Machinery cont.
Palmer, AK Hanford, CA Wellington, NV Merrill, OR
Torrence’s Farm Implements Madera, CA Robbins Farm Equipment Roseburg, OR
J Tulare, CA Salem, OR
Brawley, CA Baker City, OR Tanaent. OR
Heber, CA Belkorp Ag Burns, OR ang
Thermal, CA Merced, CA La Grande, OR Boyd’s Implement
Valley Truck & Tractor smie;éz QC?A Papé Machinery Tiiamook, OR
Chico, CA Sm‘cl- ton. CA Fall River Mills, CA Central Machinery Sales
Colusa, CA Aurora, OR Hermiston, OR
Dixon, CA Campbell Tractor Central Point, OR Moses Lake, WA
Fernbridge Tractor Fruitland, ID Cornelius, OR Pasco, WA
g Glenns Ferry, ID Gresham, OR Sunnyside, WA
Fortuna, CA
Homedale, ID Harrisburg, OR Farriers Eaginierit
Gonzales Equipment Nampa, ID Madras, OR Burlin !((]:m RNA
Gonzales, CA Wendell, ID McMinnville, OR g
Lynden, WA

Washington Tractor
Chehalis, WA
Ellensburg, WA

Quincy, WA
Sumner, WA
Yakima, WA

Watkins Tractor & Supply
Kelso, WA

Okanogan Truck & Trailer
Okanogan, WA

Adams Tractor
Spokane, WA

Visit your local
Kuhn Dealer today!
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Questions or ready to renew now?
Call 800-882-6789, ext. 353.

*Renewals must be for an annual Capital Press subscription.
New subscription offer valid only for those who have not been
a Capital Press subscriber for at least 30 days.




