
Senate GOP leaders 
criticize budget plan
By DON JENKINS
Capital Press

OLYMPIA — Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee has offered his 
suggestion for funding irriga-
tion and other water projects 
— a carbon tax.

A two-year spending plan 
presented this week by Ins-
lee includes a tax on power 
plants and importers of nat-
ural gas or petroleum. The 
governor’s office projects 
raising $1.9 billion the first 
year.

Inslee, who has made cli-
mate change a signature is-
sue, proposes putting about 
$1 billion into education.

Other revenue from the 
new tax would fund renew-
able energy projects and car-
bon-cutting programs, such 
as providing incentives to 
drive electric cars.

Some $250 million would 
go for irrigation, flood con-
trol and preventing storm-
water pollution. Lawmakers 
have been looking for a way 
to finance billions of dollars 
worth of water projects, in-
cluding measures to guard 
against drought in the agri-
culture-rich Yakima Valley.

Inslee’s carbon-tax pro-
posal is similar to a state-
wide initiative that failed in 
November.

I-732, however, would 
have cut other taxes, leading 
some groups that favor tax-
ing fossil fuels to oppose the 
measure.

According to the gover-
nor’s office, Inslee’s new 
proposal would encourage 
alternatives to fossil fuels 

while raising money for ed-
ucation and other uses.

Previous legislatures 
have rebuffed Inslee on tax-
ing carbon. The chairman 
of the Senate budget com-
mittee, Centralia Republi-
can John Braun, issued a 
statement Wednesday call-
ing the tax “unpopular with  
voters.”

Senate Republicans also 
criticized Inslee for propos-
ing a $46.8 billion operat-
ing budget — 21 percent 
more than the two-budget 
that expires June 30. Ins-
lee’s spending plan relies on 
$4.39 billion in new taxes, 
including a 7.9 percent cap-

ital gains tax on the sale of 
stocks and bonds.

“His plan threatens the 
stability of Washington’s 
economy and would un-
dermine families,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mark 
Schoesler, R-Ritzville, said 
in a written statement.

The governor also advo-
cated ending some tax ex-
emptions, including one that 
deducts the trade-in value of 
used farm equipment when 
calculating sales tax on new 
equipment. The deduction 
also applies to vehicles and 
other goods. 

Inslee said Wednesday 
at a press conference that it 
was morally and constitu-
tionally impossible to meet 
the state’s obligations with-
out new taxes.

“It’s just a fiscal fact,” he 
said.

Inslee said he was hope-
ful Republicans will enter-
tain his proposals, noting 
that both parties are working 
under an order from the state 
Supreme Court to increase 
education spending.

“They’re all in the soup 
together,” Inslee said.

Although unable to con-
vince lawmakers to tax car-
bon, Inslee claimed the au-
thority to cap carbon with a 
rule finalized in September 
by the Department of Ecol-
ogy. The Washington Farm 
Bureau and other groups 
are suing to overturn the  
cap.

Under Inslee’s tax pro-
posal, a $25 per ton fee on 
carbon would take effect 
May 1, 2018. The tax would 
increase annually by 3.5 per-
cent, plus inflation.

The 2017 Legislature con-
venes Jan. 9.

Inslee ties carbon tax to 
irrigation project funding

By DAN WHEAT
Capital Press

MOSES LAKE, Wash. — 
The Melon Wrangler, a har-
vest assist machine for mel-
ons and other vine-grown 
produce, has been chosen as 
one of the Top 10 innova-
tions for display at the World 
Ag Expo in Tulare, Calif., 
Feb. 14-16.

The machine is built by 
Automated Ag Systems of 
Moses Lake, one of the larg-
est manufacturers of mobile 
agricultural machines in the 
Pacific Northwest.

“It’s an honor. We’re a lit-
tle fish in a big pond. This 
opens doors,” said J.J. Dag-
orret, company owner. 

He views California as 

a good market and said 
he has sold four there in 
the past two years and 
two each in Oregon and 
Washington for $100,000  
apiece.

The Melon Wrangler 
doesn’t pick melons but is 
an adjustable-speed convey-
or system that increases har-
vest efficiencies of melons, 
pumpkins, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, egg plant, bell peppers 
and squash.

It eliminates the toss-and- 
catch of melons by workers 
or picking of smaller pro-
duce into buckets. 

“One machine can do 
what it takes three hand 
crews with no assist to do (in 
watermelons). Capacity is 
one ton per minute on water-

melon and a little slower on 
cantaloupe,” he said. 

Honda 24-horsepower 
gasoline engines power 20-
foot conveyors that span 
several rows on either side 
of a flatbed truck or trailer, 
towed by tractor, where the 
main frame of the machine is 
mounted. The conveyors are 
removable for transport. 

Similar conveyors are 
used in harvesting lettuce 
but they are one side only 
and self-propelled, making 
them more expensive, Dag-
orret said. 

Automated Ag Systems 
placed in the Top 10 at the 
2014 World Ag Expo with 
its Bandit Xpress, a platform 
harvest assist for picking ap-
ples and other tree fruit.

Melon Wrangler makes 
World Ag Expo Top 10

By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rod-
gers said she never received 
an offer to become U.S. Sec-
retary of the Interior from 
President-elect Donald Trump 
despite reports that she was the 
front-runner for the job.

McMorris Rodgers, 
R-Wash., said Vice Presi-
dent-elect Mike Pence called 
her “out of the blue” the Fri-
day before Thanksgiving, ask-
ing her to meet with Trump. 
Several meetings covered 
various topics, including is-
sues involving the Interior 
Department.

“Last Thursday, I was on 
the floor for votes, members 
were congratulating me and 
I just kept reinforcing with 
them that I haven’t been asked 
to do anything,” she said in an 
interview Dec. 16. The con-
gratulations were premature.

“That’s ultimately the 
president-elect’s decision to 
make,” McMorris Rodgers 
told the Capital Press.

Asked if she would con-
sider secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture or any 
other jobs in Trump’s cabinet, 
McMorris Rodgers said she 
hasn’t been contacted further.

Idaho Gov. Butch Otter is 
said to be among the front-run-
ners for the USDA job.

The Wall Street Journal re-

ported Dec. 16 that McMorris 
Rodgers was a front-runner 
until the president-elect’s son, 
Donald Trump Jr., suggested 
Montana Rep. Ryan Zinke. 
Trump appointed Zinke to the 
Interior position, his transition 
team confirmed.

McMorris Rodgers said 
she’d let the article speak for 
itself.

“I walked away energized 
more than ever that he’s a 
man of action,” she said of her 
meeting with the next presi-
dent. “This is somebody who 
is really challenging us to re-
think the way these agencies 
are structured, the way the fed-
eral government functions and 
to focus on working men and 

women in this country. (He) is 
going to improve opportunities 
and grow our economy.”

McMorris Rodgers called 
Zinke “a great choice” and 
welcomed a fellow Westerner 
in the job.

“Clearly this is an agency 
that has a huge impact on our 
way of life and our economy 
in Eastern Washington,” she 
said. “Rep. Zinke being from 
Montana and a Navy SEAL — 
I think it’s the perfect mix of 
perspective and leadership that 
is needed in a position as large 
as the Interior secretary.”

McMorris Rodgers said she 
will continue to work on Inte-
rior matters, including those 
involving the Columbia River, 
Indian affairs and better forest 
management. 

“I am concerned that so 
often when the federal gov-
ernment purchases land or 
owns land, they put up barri-
ers to access, whether it is for 
outdoor recreation, grazing or 
any kind of activity,” she said. 
“I’m going to continue to be 
very active in a way that is 
going to ensure these agencies 
are responding to the people of 
Eastern Washington.”

McMorris Rodgers: Invite ‘came out of the blue’
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Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
was a front-runner for Secretary 
of the Interior under Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump. Rep. 
Ryan Zinke of Montana was 
ultimately selected.

Courtesy of Automated Ag Systems

A Melon Wrangler is used to assist workers picking watermelons. The machine can make the job three 
times more efficient, the manufacturer says.

Don Jenkins/Capital Press

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
talks about his 2017-19 budget 
proposal Dec. 14 in Olympia. 
Inslee proposes a carbon tax, 
with some of the added reve-
nue paying for irrigation and 
other water projects.
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BAGS: 

• Seed Bags
• Fertilizer Bags
• Feed Bags
• Potato Bags
• Printed Bags
• Plain Bags
• Bulk Bags
• Totes
• Woven Polypropylene
• Bopp
• Polyethylene
• Pocket Bags
• Roll Stock & More!

HAY PRESS SUPPORT:

• Hay Sleeves
• Strap
• Totes
• Printed or Plain
• Stretch Film  
       (ALL GAUGES)

WAREHOUSE 

PACKAGING:

• Stretch Film
• Pallet Sheets
• Pallet Covers

WE SPECIALIZE IN BULK BAGS!

w w w . w e s t e r n p a c k a g i n g . c o m

LOCATIONS:

Albany, Oregon  (MAIN OFFICE)

Ellensburg, Washington

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Phone: 855-928-3856

    Fax: 541-497-6262

info@westernpackaging.com
.......................................................

CUSTOMER SERVICE

IS OUR TOP PRIORITY!
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SPONSORED BY:

• BNSF Railway

• AgriNorthwest

• Basin Business 
Journal

• Capital Press

• C&E Trenching

• Co-Energy 

• Franklin PUD

• Irrigation 
Specialists

• MyPlace Motel

• Signs by Sue

• Simplot Grower 
Solutions

• Sloan Leavitt 
Insurance

• WSDA

An Event Of
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JANUARY 3RD

• Family Legacies Grown Locally, Baker Boyer Bank

• Wheat Rust Seminar - Dr. Timothy D. Murray WSU

• Ag Policy Update - Washington Policy Center

• Hydropower Update

• Pesticide Recertification
(English and Spanish Sessions)

TRAC Center, Pasco, WA  •  Visit us at: www.easternwaagexpo.comTRAC Center, Pasco, WA  •  Visit us at: www.easternwaagexpo.com

JANUARY 4TH

Sponsored by Irrigation Specialists, Simplot Grower 
Solutions and Washington State University

• Irrigation, Drones, Data Management, 
Mechanical Weed Control - Industry experts 
share how Precision Ag works for you.

• Herd Handling and Horsemanship Demonstrations

• Local food and drink sampling event ongoing 
during the show.

Help Les Schwab and Second Harvest 
fill the food bank! Bring a can of food to the 

Expo and receive $100 off admission.

JOIN US!
We look forward to seeing you.


