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Brothers have ranching in their blood

By CRAIG REED
For the Capital Press

ROSEBURG, Ore. — Cat-
tle and sheep were in Cody
and Lee Sandberg’s DNA
from the time they were born.
The brothers, now in their
30s, have always been around
livestock.

Their parents, George and
Cathy Sandberg, had cattle
and sheep and the boys had
livestock projects during their
4-H and FFA years.

Now Cody Sandberg, 35,
runs a 3,000-head operation
that includes Angus and An-
gus-Hereford cross cows and
calves and Suffolk and Suf-
folk-Dorsett cross ewes and
lambs. He owns some proper-
ty, but also leases ground for
his livestock.

Lee Sandberg, 31, and his
wife, Erin Sandberg, 25, own
80 cows, most of them Angus.
Erin also has an agricultural
background as her family has
a cattle ranch in the Ashland,
Ore., area. In addition to tend-
ing to their cattle, Lee is a
firefighter/paramedic with the
city of Roseburg and Erin is a
hairdresser three days a week.

The couple has registered
stock and sells bulls to other
ranches. They also have some
animals that produce meat for
the commercial market. They
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From left, Lee Sandberg, his wife, Erin, and his brother, Cody Sandberg, and his daughter, Reece, own
and operate sheep and cattle operations in central Douglas County, Ore. Raised on ranches, they are
now in the livestock business and want their children to have the same experiences they had.

lease ground for their animals.

Both businesses are head-
quartered in the Roseburg area
of central Douglas County.

While the brothers have
separate operations, they do
have a piece of ground they
hay together and loan equip-
ment back and forth. Occa-
sionally, when needed, they’ll
help each other.

“We’ve had  livestock
since we were little kids, way
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back,” said Cody Sandberg.
“We were always around live-
stock because our parents had
both sheep and cattle.”

“It’s definitely not for the
money,” Lee Sandberg said of
having a cattle business. “But
it’s a lifestyle I was raised in,
that my wife was raised in,
and it is something we want

to raise our family in and
around.”

Lee and Erin are expecting
their first child in December.

“You are your own boss,
you're able to be out with
Mother Nature,” Lee Sand-
berg said of ranching. “There
are multiple things to do and
challenges on a daily basis,
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e Fills ruts properly and
with the correct material.

e Completely fills ruts with
one pass.

* 10 cubic yard (28,000
Ibs.) total capacity.

¢ One-man operation.

e Off-season uses include

filling ruts in roads and
transporting grain.
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Cody Sandberg

Location: Roseburg, Ore.

3,000 head of Angus and Angus-Hereford cross cows and calves
and Suffolk and Suffolk-Dorsett cross ewes and lambs.

Lee and Erin Sandberg

Location: Roseburg, Ore.
80 cows, most Angus

but when you’re raised in it,
you have a passion for it.”

The brothers agreed that
what they learned most from
their parents was a work ethic.

“Work until the work is
done and don’t worry about
the pay until another day,”
Lee Sandberg said.

“Without a work ethic, you
won’t be much of a rancher,”
Cody Sandberg said.

Cody Sandberg has a
7-year-old daughter, Reece,
who is following in her fa-
ther’s footsteps. She enjoys
helping in the lambing barn
and helps pen sheep.

Cody Sandberg direct mar-
kets most of his cows and
lambs after taking them from
birth to finish on grass pas-
tures. Through a distributor,
the beef goes to store chains
and the lamb goes to restau-
rants and stores.

“You get out of it what you
put into it,” Cody Sandberg
said of his operation. “I get to
see my product from the very
beginning all the way to the
end. You get to see your ac-
complishments.”

Lee and Erin Sandberg
also direct market their beef.
In many cases, they are able
to meet the people who
are buying and eating their
product.

“My wife and I have the
theory that is: You take care
of the land, take care of the
animals, they’ll take care of
you,” Lee Sandberg said.
“Take care of the property,
take care of God’s creation,
they’ll take care of you.”

The brothers said they
expect to be in the livestock
business for a long time and
hope to pass the livelihood on
to their children.
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# MONDAY SALE
AT 12:30
Selling Small Animals,
Horses, Pigs, Goats, Sheep,
Poultry, then Slaughter cows
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“Bringing Buyers & Sellers Together”

DER SALES
e December 10, 2016

e February 11", 2017
e March 11, 2017

WE SELL POWDER RIVER GATES, PANELS & FEEDERS
Your consignments are appreciated!
For more information or hauling call:
Barn 360-966-3271
Terry 360-815-4897 ¢ Pete 360-815-0318
www.eversonauctionmarket.com

Everson Auction Market 1, L.L.C.
7291 Everson Goshen Rd. ¢ Everson, WA

WEDNESDAY: GENERAL
SALE 1:00 PM
Dairy Cattle 1st,

Calves, Feeder Cattle,
then Slaughter Cows
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