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Bonsai nursery owner thinks small

By JANAE SARGENT
Capital Press

Mirai Bonsai nursery,
workshop and school in
St. Helens, Ore., melds the
2,000-year-old Japanese tra-
dition with a unique Ameri-

canized look to create living
works of art.

Ryan Neil, owner of Mi-
rai Bonsai, is one of the U.S.
pioneers of bonsai as an art
form. He created the nursery
in 2010.

Bonsai is the practice of

creating a miniature but real-
istic representation of nature
in the form of a tree.
Americanized bonsai uses
the techniques and principles
from traditional Japanese bon-
sai but portrays American land-
scapes using native materials.

Neil said using trees that
people know makes the con-
text easier to identify with and
relate to.

Before starting Mirai Bon-
sai, Neil studied under Masa-
hiko Kimura, a bonsai master
in Japan, for eight years.
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Greenhouse Manufacturing & SuEglies
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GREENHOUSES
INC.

\/ 503-678-2701

1-800-347-2701 (outside OR)
FAX: 503-678-2789
WWW.ovg.com ¢ ivans@ovg.com
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WE HAVE A So;e TO FIT EVERYONE'S
NEEDS, FROM RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL!

Receive 5% Off Your Next
Greenhouse Frame

Bring this ad to the show. Must place order by
September 30, 2016. Frame only - not valid on sale items.

@dlied tyca

TUBE & CONDUIT"

s

MECHANICAL
PIPE

Corrugated Poly Carbonate
4> 3” wide sheets
8’,10°,12°,14°, 16* & 24’ lengths
10-year warranty on light transmission

Clear ~ $0.96/ft*
ALSO OFFERING
Roll-ups Poly Carbonate Code Structures
Poly Bench Tops Heaters
Exhaust Fans Injectors Ground Cover
Wire Lock Shade Cloth Gutter Connects

Prices good thru 9/30/16

20x96 Low Profile Quonset

6’ On Center, 4’ side walls

Frame includes:
17-Bows 1-96’ Purlins
34-Legs 4-21° End Braces
Hardware & Instructions to assemble

Frame w/1 5/8” 0.085 ~ $1474.75

Frame w/1 7/8” 0.095 ~ $2057.50

30x96 Semi Gable Frame

6’ On Center, 4’ side walls, 13’ high
Frame includes:
17-Bows 3-96’ Purlins
34-Legs 4-21° End Braces
Hardware & Instructions to assemble
Frame w/1 7/8” 13 ga. Bows ~ $2891.00
Frame w/2 3/8” 13 ga. Bows ~ $3336.50

“My breakthrough came
when I realized there is a lack
of connection in the Japanese
model,” Neil said. “With our
trees, people are saying ‘I’ve
seen that before, I've been
there.” It helps them appre-
ciate bonsai in a whole new
way.”

Mirai Bonsai’s main flag-
ship trees are Ponderosa
pines, Rocky Mountain juni-
pers, Sierra junipers, Doug-
las firs, Colorado spruces,
Engelmann spruces and Cali-
fornia junipers. Neil said the
nursery is conifer-specialized
and focuses on native Western
hearty species. Bonzai trees
range in price from $800 up,
according to Mirai’s website.

Neil said his company is
paving a new direction for
bonsai in America.

Last fall, Neil brought his
living art to the Portland Art
Museum in what curators said
was the most highly attended

private exhibit in their mem-

ory.
Neil and his wife, Chelsea,
envisioned the exhibition,

called the Artisans Cup, as an
exhibition of American Bon-
sai featuring 70 trees from
across North America.

“I’ve never seen anything
like (The Artisans Cup),”
Neil said. “We tapped into
a new way of approaching
bonsai in the way we pre-
sented the art form and al-
lowed people to view and
experience it.”

It also opened the door for
Neil to exhibit his work at the
Portland Japanese Gardens,
the Wieden+Kennedy adver-
tising agency and several ar-
tistic installations around the
country.

Neil studied horticul-
tural science at California
Polytechnic State University
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CWEURMA () (
G

Featured Blends!
Winter Cover Crop

build biomass, fix nitrogen,
suppress weeds

Drive Row

fast establishment, low
growing, drought tolerant,
strong wear resistance
Biofumigant Mix

pest & disease conftrol, build
biomass, suppress weeds,
promote water percolation
& nutrient cycling

COVER CROPS!

investment with

Super Soil Builders!
Annual Ryegrass
Barley, Oats, Wheat
Brassicas & Mustards
Buckwheat

Clover

Faba Beans

Peas

Plantain

Ryegrain

Sorghum Sudan
Specialty Grasses
Vetch

Custom Mixes
Available
Call for a Quote

COME SEE US AT THE FAR WEST SHOW
OREGON CONVENTION CENTER, AUGUST 25th-27th

BOOTH #17047 + #17045
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503-873-46498 or Lindsay@iokamarketing.com

www.iokamarketing.com Silverton, Oregon
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