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An agronomic practice 
of cutting for silage red clo-
ver grown for seed may do 
more than simply provide 
an additional source of rev-
enue for producers.

It may be disrupting the 
life cycle of a pest.

Speaking at the Clover 
Growers Annual Meeting in 
Wilsonville Feb. 3, Oregon 
State University Extension 
agent Nicole Anderson said 
she has consistently found 
red clover casebearer moths 
in Oregon clover seed fields 
since she and a colleague 
first discovered the pest in 
2012, but she has yet to see 
any significant crop dam-
age.

“Although we know the 
pest is here and we know 
sometimes we have it in 
numbers that are concern-

ing, we haven’t been able to 
find significant crop dam-
age,” she said.

The red clover casebear-
er moth, native to Europe, 
was first found in North 
America in the 1960s, when 
it was found in New York 

state and Eastern Canada. 
In 2001, it was reported in 
Western Canada, where it 
continues to be a pest of 
concern.

“It is a big enough prob-
lem in the Canadian red clo-
ver seed production regions 

of Saskatchewan and Alber-
ta that their growers have 
had to stop second-year pro-
duction,” she said.

In 2012, a Canadian re-
searcher asked Anderson 

Cutting red clover for silage may keep pest at bay
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The practice of cutting for silage red clover grown for seed pro-
vides an additional source of revenue for producers. It also may 
disrupt the life cycle of the red clover casebearer moths.

Turn to CLOVER, Page 4

SHEDD, OR(541)928-0102

“Your Cover Crop Specialists”

We offer forage and cover crop seed. 
Custom pasture mixes are also available.

Bio Till is a brand of Saddle Butte Ag Inc. used to market our 
proven products such as Bounty Annual Ryegrass, 

Assist Annual Ryegrass and Enricher Ryegrass 
throughout the Midwest. Please deduct one 
hundred dollars off your first order of 1 ton or 
more. Bio Till is dedicated to the expansion of the 

cover crop market by offering superior products and 
agronomic support by our outstanding team..
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