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SACRAMENTO — The 
-

cial thinks a produce grower 
group’s rigorous farm-audit 
process already meets federal 
Food Safety Modernization 
Act standards.

California Department of 
Food and Agriculture secre-
tary Karen Ross has told par-
ticipants in the Leafy Greens 
Marketing Agreement that 
their program could be a mod-
el as she works to bring about 
23,000 farms into compliance 
with the new federal rules.

“I’m very proud of what 
the industry did by sitting 
down and partnering with the 

government,” Ross said in a 
videotaped interview posted 
on the LGMA’s website. “I’m 
sometimes overwhelmed by 
(growers’) commitment to the 
rigor of the program.”

Established in 2007, the 
grower-supported LGMA en-
lists USDA-accredited state 
auditors to verify that a set 
of science-based food safety 
practices is being followed on 
leafy greens farms, the orga-
nization has explained.

On average, each LGMA 
handler in California is in-
spected by government au-

course of the season, and each 
audit includes 183 food safe-
ty checkpoints focusing on 
water, soil, animal intrusion 

and worker hygiene. A simi-
lar program exists in Arizona, 
and together the two states 
represent 90 percent of the 
industry.

During a public comment 
period on the Food Safety 
Modernization Act’s imple-
mentation in 2013, LGMA of-

-
ing food safety program likely 
already exceeds the federal 
requirements and urged the 
federal government to accept 

-
tion of compliance.

Representatives from the 
marketing order have met 

including hosting farm tours, 
LGMA spokeswoman April 
Ward said. 

CDFA’s Ross: Leafy greens group’s 
audits comply with federal rules
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Capital Press

If industry insiders are cor-
rect, hard cider producers in 
Oregon and Washington are 
positioned where craft beer 

were before them.
That is, facing some hur-

dles, but on a roll, collaborat-
ing with each other and poised 
to get bigger and better. Hard 
cider — the alcoholic cousin 
of sweet apple cider — ap-
pears to be favored by the 
same people who like a mi-

wine to go with their good 
food. They appreciate quality, 
want to know the producer’s 
story and are willing to pay 
more.

While the Northeast has 
much deeper historical roots 

Northwest is where the action 
is, said Ian Merwin, a retired 
Cornell University apple re-
searcher and professor who 
grows cider apples and makes 
cider at Black Diamond Farm 
in New York’s Finger Lakes 
region.

“It’s a very vibrant sector 
out there,” Merwin said. “One 
thing about the Northwest 
scene, it’s a total free-for-all, 
no rules. There’s a whole lot 
of people having a lot of fun 
trying to make cider.”

Merwin was among the 
speakers at “CiderCon,” the 
U.S. Cider Association’s an-
nual convention that was held 
in Portland in early February. 
About 1,200 cider makers, 
apple growers, distributors 
and others from 44 states and 
eight countries attended.

For now, hard cider is 
something of a regional suc-
cess, and consumption is tiny 
compared to beer and wine. 
Merwin estimated people in 
Oregon, Washington and Cal-
ifornia drink 80 percent of the 
cider consumed in the U.S.

Other convention speak-

ers said cider accounts for 1.7 
percent of alcohol sales na-
tionally, but about 4 percent 
in Portland and Seattle.

“We are where wine 
was 30 years ago and the 
craft beer industry was 20 
years ago,” said Nick Gunn, 
co-founder with his wife, 
Mimi Casteel, of Wandering 
Aengus Ciderworks in Sa-
lem, Ore. “We’ve had a lot 
of great growth, but we have 
a long ways to go.”

Gunn and others say hard 
cider takes some getting used 
to. Many try it expecting a 
version of fermented apple 
juice, and are surprised by the 

true cider. “People are unfa-
miliar with what they’re tast-

ing,” Gunn said.
The industry’s biggest hin-

drance is a lack of proper ci-
der apples. The best apples for 
cider are sharp, bittersweet, 
obscure and traced from old 
English and French varieties, 
Gunn and others said.

E.Z. Orchards, in northeast 
Salem, was among the indus-
try pioneers in making tradi-
tional cider from old French 
varieties.

The U.S. is awash in 
sweet, fresh-eating apples, 
with Washington the lead-
ing producer, but Fuji, Hon-
eycrisp, Red Delicious and 
other familiar varieties don’t 
make the best cider. Many 
cider producers make do with 
them, however, because there 

is such a shortage of proper 
cider apples. Some use apple 
juice concentrate from China, 
Argentina or elsewhere.

Educating consumers is 
key to the industry’s contin-
ued growth, said Merwin, the 
retired Cornell professor. 

“All us in the cider realm 
hope they will evolve in their 
tastes same way wine drinkers 
have,” he said.

“I started working on cider 
in the 1990s, when nobody 
was very interested,” he said. 
“It’s been fabulous to see it 
take off.”

Meanwhile, the push is on 
to grow more traditional cider 
apples. Gunn, of Wandering 
Aengus, said he considers 
himself an “apple evangelist” 
these days as he hunts scion 
wood for grafting and encour-
ages farmers to plant cider 
varieties.

“If I can get them to grow 
for our company, great,” he 
said. “But at the very least 
grow them for the industry.”

Gunn said he’s met with a 
mix of enthusiasm and hesita-
tion as farmers consider los-
ing a couple years production 

new cider varieties take hold 
and begin to produce.

“My selling point is, 
you’re at the beginning of a 
trend,” Gunn said.

A key advantage is that ci-
der varieties can be mechani-
cally harvested and used even 
if they’re bruised, beaten up 
or fall to the ground, Gunn 
said.

“They don’t have to be 
coddled,” he said.

Gunn and others in the in-
dustry say it’s blessed with a 
cooperative spirit, as growers 
and cider makers seek each 
other out, ask questions and 
offer help.

“It’s a very social drink,” 
Gunn said. “It lends itself to 
being collaborative. We’ve 
had that sharing atmosphere 
from the beginning.”

Northwest hard cider makers 
see some good times ahead
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Nick Gunn of Wandering Aengus Cider in Salem, Ore., believes 

Scope of bill scaled 
back to pilot project 
that allows local 
wetland review
By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

SALEM — A proposal to 
give local governments more 
control over farm-to-wetland 
conversions has won the ap-
prove of the Oregon Senate, 
although in scaled-back form.

Under the original lan-
guage of Senate Bill 1517, 
Oregon farms could not be 
converted into wetlands un-
less the local county gov-
ernment agrees the change 
wouldn’t disrupt nearby agri-
cultural operations.

The scope of the bill has 
now been narrowed to a pilot 
project in Tillamook Coun-
ty, which needs to preserve 
farmland for its dairy indus-
try and is a “big center of 
the most pressing issues” in-
volving wetland conversions, 
said Mary Anne Nash, public 
policy counsel for the Oregon 
Farm Bureau, which supports 
SB 1517.

This amended version of 
SB 1517 was approved 25-3 
by the Senate on Feb. 18. The 
House Committee on Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources 
passed it on Feb. 23.

However, some lawmakers 
have expressed misgivings 
about the bill’s reduced scope.

While Tillamook Coun-
ty certainly needs the pilot 
program, farmers elsewhere 
in Oregon also experience 
problems created by wetland 
conversions, said Sen. Doug 
Whitsett, R-Klamath Falls.

“It’s distressing to know 
the rest of the state won’t be 
able to protect themselves 

a rampant neighbor,” he 
said.

This concern was echoed 

by Sen. Alan Olsen, who vot-
ed in favor of SB 1517 despite
wanting “to see this go fur-
ther.”

Sen. Michael Dembrow,
D-Portland, who voted against 
the bill because the issue is
statewide and because the bill

it meant for a wetland to sig-
-

tices or materially alter the
stability of agriculture.

Wetlands are currently al-
lowed outright in Oregon farm 
zones, but Senate Bill 1517

County to consider whether
-

ly change local farm practices
or disrupt agriculture.

Wetland developers could
also opt to undergo a “col-
laborative process” with con-
cerned stakeholders instead of
the regular county conditional
use permit process.

The Oregon Farm Bureau
supported a change in land 
use rules for wetlands be-
cause the current approach
doesn’t provide farmers with
a “meaningful opportunity”
to weigh in on such projects,
said Nash.

Farmers cited numerous
problems created by wetlands
during earlier hearings on the
original version of SB 1517.

Wetlands can increase the
-

pede the drainage of nearby
farmland, as well as attract
birds and noxious weeds to
an area, according to growers
who support the proposal.

Joe Rocha, who farms 
near Tillamook Bay, said the
changes in hydrology can kill 
grasses that dairies depend on
for feed.

“They brought the saltwa-
ter closer to us,” he said.

Kathy Hadley, a farmer in
Oregon’s Willamette Valley,
said a 500-acre wetland bor-
dering her property increases
erosion during the wet season
and attracts elk that damage
fences.

Oregon Senate approves 
increased Tillamook 
County wetland scrutiny
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Case IH MX125, 1,274 hours, Std. cab, 
MFWD, PS trans, dual PTO, 16.9-38 
singles..........$63,250 Madras E09936

Steiger Bearcat, cab, Cummins 400 
conversion, 3 remotes, 20.8-34 duals.
......................$7,500 Four Lakes 2456

JD 8320, 6,588 hours, cab, MFWD, PS 
trans., 4 remotes. 480-46 duals, dual 
PTO. .$88,235 McMinnville 0P036631

Case IH 125PRO, 1,198 hours, Prem. 
cab, PS trans. & creeper, 3 remotes, 
18.4-34 singles.....................................
.....................$64,500 Donald E03159

JD 4960, 10,700 hours, cab, MFWD, PS 
trans., 4 remotes, 520-42 duals...........
...............$46,000 Hillsboro 0P001596

JD 6170R, 1427 hours, cab, MFWD, IVT, 
loader ready, 710-38 single rears, 3 
remotes................................................
.............$142,900 Merrill DD0088813

COMBINES

JD S670, 1045 hours, small grain, Hillco 
28% leveler, Prodrive, 24.5-32 tires....
.............$400,000 Moscow C0755421

JD 9650STS, 3112 hours, sm grain, 18% 
Hillco leveler, grass seed combine, 
914P BPU..$118,000 Salem 0S700523

JD 9660WTS, 1892 hours, sm grain, 
level land, MacDon PW7 BPU platform
............$141,000 Madras 0A078924

JD 6105M, 233 hours, open station, 
MFWD, PQ plus trans., R&P axles, 
320/90R-42 tires...................................
....................$78,000 Salem FF827101

JD 6120R, 264 hours, Prem cab, IVT 
trans., Auto Track ready, MFWD, 320/
90R-42 tires..........................................
.............$118,000 Hillsboro FP828865

JD 8285R, 5321 hours, Prem cab, IVT 
trans., ILS axle, 800-38 duals, 4 
remotes................................................
......$154,900 McMinnville BD043978

JD 5095MH 1,395 hours, high clear-
ance, MFWD, row crop tires, dual 
spd. PTO...............................................
.............$42,000 Gresham 5M280001

JD 9620, 4,438 hours, 4WD, PS trans., 
800/70R-38 duals, 4 remotes, fresh 
engine. . .$169,990 Moscow 030510A

JD 9320, 5,247 hours, 4WD, PS trans., 
710/70R-38 duals, 4 remotes, Bare-
back.........$125,000 Colfax 0P031662

JD 6125M, 1967 hours, open station, 
MFWD, H340 loader, 2 remotes, 18.4-
34 rear tires..........................................
................$72,000 Donald DA778051

Case IH 305, 3,019 hours, cab, MFWD, 
PS Trans., 5 remotes, 620/70-42 duals, 
quick hitch.............................................
..................$128,000 Hillsboro Z05380

Case IH Puma 125, 1,927 hours, Prem. 
cab, MFWD, IVT trans., 3 remotes, 
single rear tires....................................
...................$63,900 Hillsboro L11706

JCB 8250, 1050 hours, Fastrac, 4WD, F&
R 3 pt. and PTO, CVT trans., 4 rear 
remotes, 3 front...................................
..............$164,800 Hillsboro, 1139231

NH TC34, 461 hours, open station, 
MFWD, Hydro trans., 240TL loader, 
R4 tires............................New lower 
price  $16,235  Walla Walla  A04485
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All financing on approved credit. Financing special applies only to select pieces of equipment. 
See dealer for details and qualifying units.

TRACTORS

12-month waiver        3 Years @ 0%        5 Years @ 0.9% 12-month waiver        3 Years @ 0%        5 Years @ 0.9% 

21 Ag & Turf locations in 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho 
and Northern California.

papemachinery.com

541-681-5363

JD 9660WTS, 2859 hours, small grain, 
spike tooth cyl., straw chopper, chaff 
spreader, 800-32 tires..........................
.......$130,000 Walla Walla 0A078927

JD S690, 412 hours, 28% Hillco Leveler, 
635F cutting platform and cart, 24.5-
32 duals, 4WD......................................
.............$500,000 Moscow D0765121

JD 9870, 1389 hours, sm grain, level 
land, 650/85-38 duals, straw spreader.....
..........$189,900 Four Lakes B0741568

JD 9770STS, 3688 hours, small grain, 
level 635F platform and cart, 4WD, 
520-42 duals.........................................
................$189,000 Colfax A0736737

JD J670, 1127 hours, small grain, 
MacDon BPU platform (grass seed 
combine)..............................................
...............$184,900 Donald 0A084501

JD 9770STS, 3079 hours, small grain, 
35% Rahco leveler, 630R platform 
and cart. . .$225,000 Colfax 0S730470

JD S680, 962 hours, 28% Hillco leveler, 
24.5-32 dauls, MacDon harness, chaff 
spreader. .$415,000 Tekoa D0756086

JD 9870STS, 2335 hours, 35% Rahco 
leveler, 4WD, 635F platform with 
cart...........$289,000 Colfax 0S730229

JD S660, 129 hours, VariStream rotor, 
small grain, prem cab, GS3 equipped, 
Autotrack ready...................................
...................$359,900 Donald 765336

COMBINES

JD S680, 602 hours, 35% Rahco 
leveler, 650/65R-38 duals, 4WD, 
Powergard Ext. Warranty..................
..............$445,000 Colfax D0765184

JD 9760STS, 2767 hours, 18% Rahco 
leveler, duals, PRWD..........................
................$167,000 Tekoa 0S715882

JD S690, 350 hours, small grain, 28% 
Hillco Leveler, 24.5-32 duals, 4WD, 
Contour Master......................................
...............$500,000 Moscow D0765122

Case IH STX500, 2612 hours, Prem 
cab, 4WD, Ballast package, 1000 PTO, 
520/85R-42 triples...................................
...................$162,000  Salem E0104137

JD 8770, 7369 hours, 4WD, 3pt., PTO, 
24 spd, Trelleborg 850/55R-42 duals, 5 
remotes...$75,000 Tangent OHO01367

OAC


