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E. Oregon farmers, busmesses oppose wage hike plans

By SEAN ELLIS
Capital Press

SALEM — Forty-six peo-
ple from Malheur County, half
of them involved with agricul-
ture, traveled 400 miles across
icy roads Jan. 14 to Salem to
tell Oregon lawmakers that
increasing the state’s mini-
mum wage would devastate
Eastern Oregon’s economy.

The group, which wore
“Any raise equals lost jobs”
stickers on their backs, were
heavily outnumbered by sup-
porters of the various propos-
als to significantly raise the
state’s minimum wage, who
loudly chanted, “Hey, hey, ho,
ho, poverty wages have got to
go” as they entered the Cap-
itol.

After arriving in Salem
following an eight-hour bus
ride, the Eastern Oregon con-
tingent was told they could
not carry their picket signs to
counter-demonstrate at a rally
held on the Capitol steps in
support of a minimum wage
increase.

They were told that state
police decided there was a
high risk of a conflict oc-
curring and were concerned

about their safety.
But members of the Re-
publican  minority  party
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praised them for making the
trip and told them their pres-
ence at the statehouse was a
loud message.

Though outnumbered, tes-
timony during a three-hour
public hearing on the issue was
split between supporters and
opponents because committee
members gave preference to
people who had traveled more
than 100 miles.

The group traveled by char-
ter bus and headed back to On-
tario after the meeting to com-
plete its 800-mile round trip.

LOST JOoBs
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Malheur County residents hold signs opposing the various proposals
that would raise Oregon’s minimum wage Jan. 14 on the steps at the
back of the state’s Capitol. Forty-six farmers, business owners and
others traveled 400 miles to make their voices heard.

“Coming from 400 miles
away and spending (more than
a day) getting here and back is
unbelievably powerful,” said
Rep. CIliff Bentz, R-Ontario,
who helped organize the event
along with farm industry lead-
ers.

“I can’t tell you how im-
portant it was for you to have
come here today,” said Sen.
Ted Ferrioli, R-John Day. “The
fight you are making today is
the fight that may be the key
skirmish in this whole (issue).”

During public testimony,
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An audience member wears a
sticker on his back opposing
wage increases during a public
hearing on proposals to raise
the minimum wage at the
Oregon Capitol in Salem.

the Malheur County residents
told legislators that increasing
the state’s minimum wage any
amount would result in busi-
nesses and jobs moving to
Idaho.

They reminded them that
Oregon’s minimum wage of
$9.25 is already $2 higher than
Idaho’s rate of $7.25 and Mal-
heur County borders Idaho.

Owyhee Produce General
Manager Shay Myers said that
if Oregon increases its min-
imum wage, it will force his
onion packing facility to auto-
mate or move to Idaho. Either
option kills Oregon jobs, he
added.

Mountain snows that feed Colorado River look good so far

By DAN ELLIOTT
Associated Press

DENVER — Snowpack
in the mountains that feeds
the Colorado River is slightly
above the long-term average
this winter — welcome news
in the drought-stricken South-
west.

But water and weather ex-
perts said Tuesday it’s too early
to predict how deep the snow
will get or how much of it will
make its way into the river and
on to Lake Powell in Utah and
Arizona, one of two major res-
ervoirs on the Colorado.

“We are cautiously opti-
mistic, but nature has a way
of doing what it wants,” said
Chris Watt, a spokesman for

the federal Bureau of Reclama-
tion, which manages the water
in Lake Powell.

The Colorado River serves
about 40 million people and
6,300 square miles of farmland
in Arizona, California, Colora-
do, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah
and Wyoming. Mexico is also
entitled to a share of the water.

Lake Powell, behind the
580-foot-high Glen Canyon
Dam, has a key role in regulat-
ing and distributing the river.

Some people worry there
won’t be enough water in the
river to go around in the future
because of protracted drought,
climate change and unrealis-
tic estimates about how much
water was available in the first
place. Lake Powell is only about

half full after multiple dry years.

April is the key time for pre-
dicting how much water will
flow into the lake from the annu-
al spring snowmelt in the Rocky
Mountains, Watt said. The bulk
of the snow has fallen by then,
and the runoff has begun.

As of Tuesday, the accumu-
lated snowfall was 104 percent
of normal in the Upper Colora-
do River Basin, which includes
the western half of Colorado, the
eastern half of Utah and small-
er portions of Wyoming, New
Mexico and Arizona.

The river begins near the
Continental Divide in Colorado,
inside Rocky Mountain Nation-
al Park.

Most forecasts call for av-
erage or above-average water
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JD 6125M, 1967 hours, open station,
MFWD, H340 loader, 2 remotes, 18.4-
34 1Qr tII€S.cuuvvrrrvrerereesirnsssensssnseens
.............. |$72,000 Donald DA778051

JD 5075E, 67 hours, cab, MFWD, JD
H240 loader, dual rear remotes..........
............ $46,250 Four Lakes FY145285

Case IH JX1095N, 2,885 hours, Narrow,
cab, MFWD, 3 pt., 540 PTO, front
weight package.......ooevveeeeeeeererneeeennas
............... $27,000 McMinnville 36490

JD 5095MH 1,395 hours, high clear-
ance, MFWD, row crop tires, dual
L5 I (O
............. $42,000 Gresham 5M280001

JD 6520L, 7,845 hours, low profile cab,
PQ trans., MFWD, dual spd. PTO, 2
remotes...$52,000 Donald 0H499635

JD 9620, 4,438 hours, 4WD, PS trans.,
800/70R-38 duals, 4 remotes, fresh
engine...$169,990 Moscow 030510A

JD 9320, 5,247 hours, 4WD, PS trans.,
710/70R-38 duals, 4 remotes, Bare-
back......... $125,000 Colfax 0P031662

Case IH 305, 3,019 hours, cab, MFWD,
PS Trans., 5 remotes, 620/70-42 duals,
quick hitch$128,000 Hillsboro Z05380

Case IH Puma 125, 1,927 hours, Prem.
cab, MFWD, IVT trans., 3 remotes,
SiNGle rear tireS.....oeevvverrvveesnrereenns

$63,900 Hillsboro L11706

JCB 8250, 1050 hours, Fastrac, 4WD, F&
R 3 pt. and PTO, CVT trans., 4 rear
remotes, 3 froNt.........ceeeeveverviveenrionns
............ $170,600 Hillsboro, 1139231
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Challenger MT456B, 1860 hours, cab,
MFWD, pwr. reverser, ML94B loader,
dual PTO, 2 remotes........cc.ervrrrererenns
..................... $49,900 Salem U161015

JD 4430, 11,394 hours, cab, 2WD, Quad
Range, dual spd. PTO, 2 remotes........
................ $17,500 Madras H008820R

JD 5093EN, 679 hours, narrow, cab,
MFWD, 24/12 PR trans., 3 remotes,
dual mid remotes.........cc.eeemrveernnereeens
......... $42,500 McMinnville F2775003

JD 6170R, 1,427 hours, cab, MFWD,
IVT, loader ready, 710-38 single rears,
3 1EMOLES. .o
............... $157,000 Merrill DD008813

Case IH MX125, 1,274 hours, Std. cab,
MFWD, PS trans, dual PTO, 16.9-38
singles.......... $63,250 Madras E09936

JD 8320, 6,588 hours, cab, MFWD, PS
trans., 4 remotes. 480-46 duals, dual
PTO. .$93,750 McMinnville 0P036631

Case IH 125PRO, 1,198 hours, Prem.
cab, PS trans. & creeper, 3 remotes,
18.4-34 SINGIES....ovvvrrrevrrrerrerieeineees
..................... $69,500 Donald E03159

JD 4960, 10,700 hours, cab, MFWD, PS
trans., 4 remotes, 520-42 duals...........
............... $46,000 Hillsboro 0P001596

JD 9300, 9,631 hours, 4WD, 24 spd.
trans., 3 pt, No PTO, 4 remotes..........
............... $59,900 McMinnville 40643

JD T670, 1,170 hours, small grain,
MacDon BPU platform (grass seed
combine). $189,000 Salem 0A084492

JD 9650STS, 3,343 hours, small grain,
914P BPU platform (grass seed
combine) $87,000 Tangent 05685747

JD S670, 1,045 hours, small grain,
Hillco 28% leveler, Prodrive, 24.5-32
tires......$400,000 Moscow C0755421

JD 9760STS, 3,270 hours 35% Rahco
leveler, duals, PRWD, 630R platform
with cart..$284,000 Colfax 05721011

JD 9760STS, 2,767 hours, 18% Rahco
leveler, duals, PRWD........c..cceuvrierinnne

......... $167,000 Tekoa 05715882

21 Ag & Turf locations in
Oregon, Washington, Idaho
and Northern California.

papemachinery.com

541-681-5363

All financing on approved credit. Financing special applies only to select pieces of equipment.
See dealer for details and qualifying units.

JD 9650STS, 3,112 hours, sm grain,

18% Hillco leveler, grass seed
combine, 914P BPU.......ooevvvrevrvrrerirnns
.................. $118,000 Salem 05700523
JD 9660WTS, 2,859 hours, small grain,
spike tooth cyl., straw chopper, chaff
spreader, 800-32 tireS........oocuverrereenens
....... $130,000 Walla Walla 0A078927
JD 9770STS, 3,079 hours, small grain,
35% Rahco leveler, 630R platform
and cart...$225,000 Colfax 05730470
JD 5680, 660 hours, 35% Rahco leveler,
635 platform and cart.......c.c.coevvvnnnen.
........... $475,000 Walla Walla 747035

JD J670, 1,127 hours, small grain,
MacDon BPU platform (grass seed
COMBING)...vvveieeriese e eesissreens
............... $184,900 Donald 0A084501

JD 9770STS, 3,688 hours, small grain,
level land, 635F platform and Cart,
AWD, 520-42 duals..........coewrvvernnrreennae
................ $189,000 Colfax A0750701

JD $690, 799 hours, small grain, Hillco
27% leveler, 4WD, 2630 disp and SF3
receiver....$478,000 Moscow 755344

JD 5690, 614 hours, small grain, Hillco
27% leveler, 635F platform and cart. .
....... $526,000 Walla Walla D0765123

JD 9870STS, 2,335 hours, 35% Rahco
leveler, 4WD, 635F platform with
Cart.......... $289,000 Colfax 05730229

JD S660, 129 hours, VariStream rotor,
small grain, prem cab, GS3 equipped,
Autotrack ready.........oooocceeccrernnneriiiinns
................... $359,900 Donald 765336

JD 9660WTS, 1,892 hours, sm grain,
level land, MacDon PW7 BPU
platform
............. $141,000 Madras 0A078924
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flow in the upper Colorado Riv-
er and other waterways in the
state, Colorado state climatol-
ogist Nolan Doesken said, but
the snow season is only about
half over and the picture could
change quickly.

“We haven’t gotten so much
snow that we’re assured of an
average or above-average run-
off,” Doesken said. “It could
turn on us.”

The EI Nino weather pattern
is likely a factor in the healthy
snowpack so far this winter,
Doesken said. “There’s clearly
been a much better flow of Pa-
cific moisture this year than in
the last few (years) in terms of
the midwinter time period, and
that’s sort of consistent with El
Nino,” he said.

As an example, he said that
increasing Oregon’s minimum
wage to $13.50 would increase
Owyhee Produce’s overall
costs by 10 percent, while the
company’s margin is only 8
percent, Myers said.

If it comes down to stay-
ing in business, “There’s real-
ly only one decision for us to
make,” he said. “And if we’re
going to stay in business, it’s
either automate or move to
Idaho.”

Tim Newton, who has
worked for Peterson Farms in
Nyssa for 26 years, said a lot
of businesses would move to
the Idaho side if the minimum
wage goes up.

“What we’re hearing is that
the majority of the onion sheds
(in the area) will be moving to
the Idaho side because of the
difference in the minimum
wage,” he said.

Nyssa farmer Paul Skeen
and others asked the state to
leave Malheur County out of
any minimum wage increase
because farmers and business-
es there compete directly with
their Idaho counterparts.

“Carve us out (of any in-
crease) and save our jobs,” he
said. “You’re going to ruin us
if you don’t.”

The Malheur County con-
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tingent included several small
business owners, who said that
if agriculture suffers because
of a minimum wage increase,
they will suffer also.

If the minimum wage in-
creases, “our onion shippers
will move to Idaho,” said John
Kirby, a hardware business
owner. “It’s not a threat, it’s
a promise; they will move to
Idaho.”

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown
defended her minimum wage
proposal, which she released
while the Eastern Oregon
group was en route.

It would raise the minimum
wage outside the Portland area
by $1 in 2017 and gradually
increase it to $13.50 by 2022.
The Portland area minimum
wage would be set at 15 per-
cent above the statewide rate
and would increase to $15.52
by 2022.

Phasing in the increase
over several years will pro-
vide “a glide path for Oregon
businesses to plan and prepare
for the increase,” said Brown,
who added that a single parent
in Oregon would have to work
72 hours a week or make
$16.61 an hour to afford the
state’s average monthly cost
of $864 for a two-bedroom
apartment.
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FASTER
SMARTER 4
STRONGER

Easy troubte free soil preparation

One pass tillage tool: reduce field preparation time

Size, mix and incorporate crop residue

Excellent for use in corn, cereals & pastures
Working depths to 5°

Leaves your ground with a level finish

BOOK YOUR
SPEEDTILLER"
DEMO NOW!"
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AGRICULTURE

SEE IT IN ACTION
— VIEW VIDEOS ONLINE:
www.k-lineag.com

—— Better by Design

NOW FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

1-800-445-6882
or 701-265-4515



