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Courtesy Oregon Ag in the Classroom

Oregon Ag in the Classroom makes agriculture come alive through
activities, special lessons and visits from volunteers who talk about

farming and ranching.

Ag 1n the Classroom
brings 1ts story to show

By MITCH LIES
For the Capital Press

Oregon Ag in the Classroom
brought volunteers into 900 Or-
egon classrooms across 30 Ore-
gon counties as part of its 2015
spring literacy project, and it
expects to do more of the same
in 2016.

Also, in what Executive Di-
rector Jessica Jansen describes
as an exciting area of growth,
the program has expanded its
reach into Portland in recent
years.

Ag in the Classroom this
year also will be participating
in the Northwest Agricultural
Show.

On Family Day, Wednesday,
Jan. 27, Ag in the Classroom,
with the help of the Oregon FFA
Foundation, will provide hands-
on activities for youngsters.
The activities are an excellent
way to show youngsters the im-
portance of agriculture in their
lives, Jansen said.

Oregon Ag in the Classroom
continues to reach more stu-
dents every year, Jansen said.
The program has teachers and
resources in all 36 counties,
she said, but tends to focus on

reaching students in urban ar-
eas.

“We are more (Willamette)
Valley centric, knowing that
that is where our target audi-
ence is,” Jansen said. “The stu-
dents that have the least connec-
tion with agriculture are in the
Willamette Valley region.”

Jansen said the Salem-Keiz-
er School District is the biggest
participator in the program, but
the Portland School District is
catching up.

“That’s been a big area of
growth for our program, and
one that we are excited about
continuing,” she said.

Still, the program continues
to reach out to students in rural
counties.

“That is something that we
take a lot of pride in,” Jansen
said. “Students that live in ru-
ral Oregon and are surrounded
by agriculture don’t necessarily
have a full understanding of the
depth of impact that agriculture
has on their daily lives.

“Maybe they are familiar
with one aspect of the industry,”
Jansen said, “but don’t have the
full picture of how everything
in their life can be traced back
to a farm or ranch.”
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The measure of success.

Look to CLAAS for all your hay and forage needs
and experience success across the entire harvesting
chain. The CLAAS family of products offers rugged
durability and continuous reliability. CLAAS balers
and hay tools have been leading the way with
innovative technology and an unparalleled range of
features suitable for any size operation, Financing
available through CLAAS Financial Services.

www.claas.com

Stop by & see us at the NW Ag Show
Booth #'s E139, E140, E141

SALES SERVICE PARTS RENTALS
800-433-5480

www.scholtensequipment.com
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