
Governor says he 
has no plans for 
legislation at home
By DON JENKINS
Capital Press

Washington Gov. Jay 
Inslee this week pursued 
climate-change agreements 
with France, Chile and Can-
ada, but said Tuesday that 
he has no plans 
to involve state 
lawmakers.

Inslee spoke 
with reporters by 
telephone from 
Paris, where was 
attending the 
United Nations 
climate change 
conference.

While not 
part of the main 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , 
Inslee has been 
meeting with 
leaders of states and prov-
inces from other countries.

He was on a panel Mon-
day that included California 
Gov. Jerry Brown and talk-
ed about what West Coast 
states are doing.

“We’re rocking on this 
issue. We’re leading the 
charge. We’re going to 
show the rest of the coun-
try and world,” Inslee 
said.

The governor has made 
global warming a focus of 
his administration, an agen-
da that has put him at odds 
with the Washington Farm 
Bureau, which warns car-
bon-cutting mandates will 
hurt producers by raising 
the cost of fuel, electricity, 
fertilizer and food process-
ing.

Inslee has been unable to 
get carbon-reduction bills 
through the Legislature, but 
he has acted administrative-
ly.

Inslee pledged Monday 
that Washington state will 
cooperate with France and 
Chile on responses to cli-
mate change.

The agreements with are 
non-binding. The pledge 
with France includes prom-
ises to exchange informa-
tion about managing water 
supplies to protect agricul-
ture.

Inslee said he has been 
discussing with Canadi-
an officials involving the 
state in carbon cap-and-
trade programs run by 
provinces.

He also announced while 
in Paris that he will order 
state agencies to buy more 
electric vehicles.

Asked whether he had 
any climate-change mea-
sures to introduce to the 
Legislature, he said he did 
not.

“At this moment, I can’t 
think of anything,” Inslee 
said.

Rather than the upcom-
ing 2016 legislative, Inslee 
said his focus was on a car-
bon-cap rule he has ordered 
the state Department of 
Ecology to write.

The rule would require 
Washington’s manufac-
turing and transportation 
sectors to cap and rollback 
greenhouse gas emissions.

If the state combined 
its carbon cap with those 
in several Canadian prov-
inces, Washington com-
panies would have more 
flexibility in meeting over-

all reduction goals, Inslee 
said. “It looks like that kind 
of system makes sense to 
us,” he said.

Inslee dismissed as “not 
serious” a dig by Sen. Doug 
Ericksen, R-Ferndale, who 
has told reporters the gov-
ernor should have appeared 
in Paris via the Skype on-
line conference system and 
saved jetliner emissions. 
Ericksen, the chairman of 
the Senate Energy, Environ-

ment and Tele-
communications 
Committee, is a 
critic of Inslee’s 
climate change 
policies.

The Farm Bu-
reau says a car-
bon cap would 
leave farmers 
with less money 
to invest in new 
t e c h n o l o g i e s 
that would cut 
carbon emis-
sions without 

hurting their bottom line.
Inslee left for Paris Dec. 

4 and planned to return Dec. 
9. His trip was paid for by 
the Georgetown (Universi-
ty) Climate Center.

Inslee pursues 
international allies 
on climate change

By CAROL RYAN DUMAS
Capital Press

The World Trade Organiza-
tion Monday authorized Cana-
da and Mexico to impose more 
than $1 billion worth of retalia-
tory tariffs on U.S. products in 
response to the country of ori-
gin labeling law.

The ruling, which closes a 
seven-year tussle over the law 
that requires meat to be labeled 
according to the animal’s or-
igin, comes as no surprise to 
meat industry groups that have 
advocated for its repeal as it 
pertains to beef, pork and poul-
try.

The labeling requirement 

fresh and frozen fruits and 
vegetable and certain nuts, but 
its adverse effect on livestock 
trade has been the source of 
continued strife between the 
U.S. and its two largest trading 
partners.

In May, the WTO for the 
fourth time ruled COOL vi-
olates U.S. trade obligations, 
discriminating against import-
ed cattle and hogs from Canada 
and imported cattle from Mex-
ico.

U.S. industry groups were 
successful in the House in June 
in getting the meat labeling re-
pealed, but the Senate has yet to 
act despite dire warnings from 
the industry groups.

“The COOL rule has been 
a failure on all accounts,” Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Orga-
nization President Philip Ellis 
said in a press release Monday 
morning.

It has cost the U.S. livestock 
industry billions in implemen-
tation, has violated U.S. trade 
agreements with two of its larg-
est export markets, has resulted 
in the closure of several U.S. 
feedlots, and has had no effect 
on the price or demand of U.S. 
beef, he said.

It’s time the Senate follows 
the House action and repeal it 
“before retaliation damages the 

entire U.S. economy and irrep-
arably harms our strongest trad-
ing relationships,” he said.

U.S. exports to Canada and 
Mexico will suffer under retal-
iation and so will U.S. farmers, 
business people and consum-
ers, according to National Pork 
Producers Council, which has 
opposed COOL since it was 

part of the 2002 Farm Bill.
“We need Congress to re-

peal the labeling provision for 
beef, pork and poultry now,” 
NPPC President, Dr. Ron Pre-
stage stated in a press release on 
Monday.

Mandatory COOL is one of 
the most costly and cumber-
some rules ever imposed on the 
agricultural sector, and WTO’s 
announcement sets in motion 
retaliatory tariffs that Canada 
and Mexico will likely com-
plete before Christmas, North 
American Meat Institute Presi-
dent Barry Carpenter said in a 

written statement.
“It’s disappointing this mat-

ter had to come to this point be-
cause we’ve long said it would 
invite retaliation from Canada 
and Mexico, our two best trad-
ing partners,” he stated.

Canada has already an-
nounced a comprehensive list 
of products it intends to retali-
ate against, including not only 
U.S. beef and pork but grains, 
fruits and manufactured goods, 
NCBA’s Ellis said.

In addition, WTO proce-
dures allow Canada and Mex-
ico to target certain products 
during certain times of the year, 
which would maximize the 
damage to the entire U.S. econ-
omy, he said.

The National Chicken 
Council is also calling for a 
repeal of the labeling require-
ment, noting that losing access 
to two of the U.S. chicken in-
dustry’s largest trading partners 
would be a devastating blow.

“I am keenly aware that
chicken and fowl could be at
the top of the list for retaliation
by Canada and Mexico and that
this labeling law continues to
leave the door open for retalia-
tory action by other countries,
too,” NCC President Mike 
Brown said in a press release
on Monday.

USDA has repeatedly tried 
to address the WTO’s concerns
about COOL, but the regulations
remain unacceptable and illegal
according to WTO, he said. The
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, which has supported the la-
beling law and changes to bring
it into WTO compliance, now
says the risk of retaliation is too
great and is urging the Senate to
repeal the requirement for beef,
pork and poultry.

“U.S. farmers and ranchers
could suffer a serious blow if
Congress does not act quickly,” 
AFBF President Bob Stallman
said in a written statement.

Other ag groups, however,
continue to support the man-
date in some form.

U.S. Cattlemen’s Associ-
ation and National Farmers
Union continue to call for a
voluntary program. R-Calf
USA contends COOL should 
neither be repealed nor con-
verted to a voluntary program.

WTO approves $1 billion in 
retaliatory tariffs over COOL
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Washington Gov. Jay Inslee speaks Dec. 8 in Paris during a 
panel discussion at the United Nations’ conference on climate 
change. Inslee said West Coast states were leading “the charge” 
on climate change. 

Associated Press

The World Trade Organization has approved retaliatory tariffs against the U.S. for its so-called COOL law.

 Total Agricultural
Country goods goods beef pork

Canada 312.4 21.7 0.9 1.6

Mexico 240.2 19.5 1.2 1

U.S. exports to Canada and Mexico, 2014

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau; USDA FAS; U.S. Meat Export Federation
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