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SACRAMENTO — After 

the season’s first significant 
storm showered much of Cali-
fornia last week, the state water 
board began rescinding stop-di-
version orders for some senior 
right holders.

The board on Sept. 18 no-

tified pre-1914 water right 
holders in the Sacramento and 
Feather river watersheds and 
in the Sacramento-San Joaquin 
River Delta that there is now 
water available to meet their 
demands.

In all, the notices went out to 
88 individuals or entities hold-

ing 238 water rights, said Tim 
Moran, a State Water Resourc-

es Control Board spokesman. 
Reduced monthly demand was 
the primary reason for allowing 
the diversions, Moran said in an 
email.

“The State Water Board will 
continue to monitor weather 
forecasts and stream gaug-

es and notify diverters of the 
availability or unavailability of 
water,” he said.

Water shortage notices are 
still in effect for pre-1914 right 

holders in the Yuba, American 
and San Joaquin river water-
sheds as well as all post-1914 
rights in the Sacramento and 
San Joaquin river watersheds 
and Delta, the board advises.

The measures come after a 
Sept. 15 storm broke rainfall 
records in some regions of Cal-
ifornia.

The storm grew after a 
low-pressure system from 
the northwest part of the state 
combined with the remnants of 

Hurricane Linda, which formed 
Sept. 6 in the Pacific Ocean off 
Mexico and later dissipated off 
Baja California, according to 
The Associated Press.

The storm dumped about a 
half-inch of rain in the northern 
San Francisco Bay area wine 
country Sept. 14-16 and about 
a half-inch in the northern Sac-

ramento Valley, according to 
the National Weather Service. 
Fresno recorded 0.12 inches 
during that period, the agency 

reported.
The storm could be a down 

payment on what is expected to 
be a wet winter in southern and 
central California, brought on 
by strong El Nino ocean condi-
tions that are expected to persist 
until next spring.

The water board’s latest 
action offers a ray of hope for 
farmers after a dry spring and 
summer in which shutoff orders 
were issued to more than 300 
senior right holders and more 
than 8,000 junior right holders 
throughout California.

Water attorneys and experts 
have been advising landown-

ers to keep detailed records of 
their water rights handy in case 
they’re challenged or curtailed 
by state officials. The advice 
follows a Sacramento County 
judge’s siding with an irrigation 
district that challenged previous 
curtailment notices on the basis 
that the water board denied its 
right of due process.

The water board is urging 
landowners to keep records 
of diversions, warning that di-
verting water when there isn’t 
enough to support their priority 
of right could bring enforce-

ment actions.

Water diversions resumed after California storm
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ANDERSON, Calif. — 
Timber giant Sierra Pacific In-

dustries asserts that proposed 
federal endangered-species 
protections for the California 
spotted owl are unnecessary.

The company has set up 
monitoring sites to observe 
the owl, whose listing is being 
considered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and found 
that their numbers are plentiful, 
spokesman Mark Pawlicki said.

The number of owls per 
square mile on SPI lands is 
comparable to densities in Yo-

semite National Park and Se-

quoia-Kings Canyon National 

Parks, while the U.S. Forest 
Service’s study areas are less 
densely populated, Pawlicki 
contends.

“We don’t believe listing is 
warranted,” he told the Cap-

ital Press in an email. “The 
conditions for the species are 
nearly identical as they were in 
2006 when the service studied 
this species and decided that 
the listing was not warranted 
and prophetically said the true 
threat to this species is the fuel 
loading and fire risk in the Si-
erra Nevada forests. They urged 
the USFS to move forward on 
its proposed strategy to treat 
fuels.”

Fish and Wildlife is consid-

ering a petition for listing the 

John Muir Project and Wild Na-

ture Institute filed late last year, 
arguing that the logging of for-

est trees that have been burned 

in wildfires is driving the owls 
to extinction.

Chad Hanson of the John 
Muir Project told The Asso-

ciated Press there’s evidence 
that these forests make prime 
habitat for the spotted owl. He 
estimates 1,200 pairs of the 
owls are nesting in California, 
according to the wire service.

The spotted owl’s consid-

eration was among 25 findings 
that Fish and Wildlife issued 
Sept. 17 on petitions to list, 
delist or reclassify animals or 
plants under the Endangered 
Species Act.

“In considering what factors 
might constitute threats, we 
must look beyond the exposure 

of the species to a factor to eval-
uate whether the species may 
respond to a factor in a way 
that causes actual impacts to the 
species,” the agency explained 
in its notice of findings. “If 
there is exposure to a factor and 
the species responds negatively, 
the factor may be a threat and, 
during the subsequent status re-

view, we attempt to determine 
how significant a threat it is.”

Timber industry insiders say 
salvage logging operations after 
a wildfire create a healthy for-
est, which benefits owls. They 
worry a listing could further 
harm the industry, which was 
sent reeling after the northern 
spotted owl was listed as threat-
ened in 1990.

If the California owl is listed, 
such a move could lead to re-

strictions on activities like har-
vesting near known owl sites, 
restrictions on what months of 
the year loggers could harvest 
trees and increases in the time 
it takes to obtain state permits, 
Pawlicki said. Already that 
waiting time is about two years, 
he said.

“The listing process takes 
some time, and we anticipate 
the Service will be making de-

cisions about the federal listing 
sometime in 2017,” Pawlicki 
said. “In the meantime, we will 
continue to collect informa-

tion on the owls on or near SPI 
lands, and provide the data to 
federal decision-makers.”

Sierra Pacific will argue spotted owl protection
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The California spotted owl 
has been proposed for listing 
under the federal Endangered 
Species Act. 
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The Sacramento River rushes through Redding, Calif., on Sept. 
18 after the season’s first major rainstorm. The state’s water board 
has begun allowing some senior water right holders along the river 
to resume diversions.
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SACRAMENTO — The 

state’s water board has agreed 
to discontinue developing 
blanket regulations affecting 
grazing near streams — at 
least for now.

Employees recommend-

ed the State Water Resources 
Control Board stop preparing 
the Grazing Regulatory Action 
Project, or GRAP, after receiv-

ing testimony from ranchers 
and others and visiting several 
ranches earlier this year.

The board voted to do so, 
4-0 with Chairwoman Felicia 
Marcus absent, on Sept. 16 but 
left the door open to further 
state involvement in a year to 
16 months if they’re not satis-

fied with regional and volun-

tary efforts to control water 
pollution from grazing.

“I would not want to 
say that GRAP is over,” 
Vice Chairwoman Frances 
Spivy-Weber said. “We will 
be engaged.”

Board member Steven 
Moore agreed.

“It’s something like 40 

million acres in California 
that are grazed,” he said. “It’s 
definitely a footprint on our 
landscape, and when there’s 
a footprint there’s definitely 
an impact on water. The state 
water board is not discontin-

uing looking at grazing, but 
(is considering) collabora-

tion, third-party expertise and 
non-regulatory components. 
There’s a non-regulatory com-

ponent to virtually everything 
we do.”

As it is, the board’s reso-

lution encourages the state’s 

nine Regional Water Quality 
Control Boards to consider 
imposing best management 
practices and monitoring their 
use. The decision came during 
the board’s regular meeting at 
the California Environmental 
Protection Agency headquar-
ters in Sacramento, which was 
streamed online.

Board member Tam 
Doduc requested that officials 
come back with a report in 12 
to 16 months, at which point 
the state body could reconsid-

er its role.

Statewide grazing rules no longer considered

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Southern California’s largest 
water provider said it’s looking 
into partnering with sanitation 
districts to create what officials 
say could be one of the world’s 
largest systems for recycling 
sewage water.

Tentative plans for creat-
ing what could be a $1 billion 
system to purify and reuse as 
much as 168,000 acre-feet of 
water a year were presented 
at a committee meeting of the 
Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 

On average, an acre-foot 
of water, or 326,000 gallons, 
is enough to serve two house-

holds for a year. 
Creating such a system 

would require that MWD build 
a treatment plant and facilities 
that would meet various envi-
ronmental regulations, the Los 
Angeles Times reported Tues-
day.

The proposal comes in the 
fourth year of one of the worst 
droughts on record in Califor-
nia and during a time when the 
state’s cities are under orders to 
reduce water consumption by 
25 percent. If implemented, it 

would transform MWD from 
a supplier of water obtained 
from other sources to one that 
also develops its own supplies. 

“I’m not afraid of talking 
about another business mod-

el,” the agency’s board chair-
man, Randy Record, said. 
“None of us should be.”

The agency currently pro-

vides water from a variety of 
sources to 26 public agencies 
in six counties. Its water reach-

es more than 19 million people.
MWD staffers are asking 

that the agency’s 37-member 
board enter into an agreement 
with two dozen sanitation 
agencies by November to look 
into the feasibility of a recy-

cling project.
If the MWD gives that ap-

proval, officials say a demon-

stration project could be 
launched in about 20 months 
that would purify about a mil-
lion gallons of water a day. 

Such a project would cost 
about $15 million, said MWD 
Assistant General Manager 
Debra Man, some of which 
could come from water bond 
money approved by voters last 
year. 

Water district eyes building 
huge sewage recycling plant
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Cattle graze on the farm at California State University-Chico. The 
State Water Resources Control Board has discontinued developing 
a statewide plan to regulate grazing near streams, at least for now.
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All financing on approved credit. Financing special applies only to select pieces of equipment. 
See dealer for details and qualifying units.

TRACTORS

Case IH STX325, 5813 hrs 325hp, 4WD, PS trans, 3pt, 4 remotes, 
14.9R-46 duals ..................................$96,000 Tekoa, #107500

Case IH STX450, 7627 hrs, 450hp, 4WD, PS trans, front & 
rear weights, 800/70R-38 duals.$99,500 Tekoa, #100728

NH 9680, 7512 hrs, 4WD, 12spd Synchro trans, 4 remotes, 
710/70R-38 duals..............$40,000 McMinnville #102884

JD 9560RT, 88 hrs, 36” Tracks, 5 Remotes, 1000 PTO, HID 
Lights..........................$425,000 Fall River Mills, #902075

JD 8285R, 820 hrs, ILS Axle, PS Trans, 4 Remotes, 800/70-38 
Duals................................$218,000 McMinnville, #72817

JD 4120, 2201 hrs, MFWD, ROPS, Reverser Trans..................
............................................   $12,000 Hillsboro, #810273

Kubota M9960, 150 hrs, Open Station, ROPS, MFWD, 
LA1353 Loader........................$45,900 Roseburg #54397

JD 9630, 2138 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, Auto Track ready, 
800/70R-38 duals, HID lights.....$199,000 Tekoa #18545

JD 9620, 4435 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, 800/70R-38 duals, 
4 remotes, fresh engine.........$180,000 Moscow, #30510

JD 9320, 5247 hrs, 4WD, PS trans, 710/70R-38 duals, 
4 remotes, Bareback..................$125,000 Colfax #31662

JD 9300, 7119 hrs., 4WD, PS Trans., 3pt, 1000 PTO, 620/42 
Duals, 5 Remotes......................$109,900, Salem, #30202

JD 8630R, 773 hrs, ILS Axle, IVT Trans., 4 Remotes, 
710/70R-42 Duals.............$285,000 Harrisburg, #72619A

JD 5075E, 34 hrs, Open Station, MFWD, R1 Ties, 540 PTO, 
Joystick........................................$30,000 Donald #10185

JD 7280R, 256 hrs, Cab, IVT Trans, TLS Front Axle, 
Set up for loader......................$230,500 Madras #13029

JD 8770, 14,749 hrs, 4WD, 3 remotes, bare back, 24 spd. 
Power Quad Trans, duals................$33,000 Tekoa #3214

JD 9200, 7379 hrs, 4WD, 4 Remotes, 20.8-42 Duals, Quad 
Range Trans...................................$79,900 Tekoa #30476

JD 8770, 7675 hrs, 4WD, Quad Range Trans, 20.8-42 Duals, 
3 Remotes..............................$50,000 Walla Walla #4681

JD 9400, 7644 hrs., 4WD, PS Trans., 1000 PTO, 710-42 
Duals, 4 Remotes..................$105,900, Tangent, #41372

JD 8630R, 957 Hrs, IVT Trans, ILS Axle, 4 Remotes, 
620/70R-46 Duals......................$280,000 Donald, #71414

JD 9560R, 222 hrs, 4WD, Dual 800/70R-38, PS Trans, 
Auto Track Ready...............$374,000 Walla Walla #7998

JD 9300, 9631 hrs, 4WD, 24 spd Trans., 3 PT, No PTO, 
4 Remotes.........................$61,500, McMinnville, #40643

SEEDING EQUIPMENT

Case IH 800, 60’ Precision Air Drill w/Liquid Fertilizer.........
......................................$106,000  $95,000 Tekoa #4012

Case IH PXT600, 30’ Row Between Configuration, 3-
Section, 12” Spacing...........$37,000 Moscow, #J0014812

JD 455, 50’ Rahco Hitch 2-Section Folding Drill, Plain 
Grain, 7.5” Spacing..$102,500 $99,500 Colfax, #740162

JD 455, 35’ Folding 3-Section Plain Grain Drill, 7.5” 
Spacing...............................$58,634 Moscow, #C0745203

JD 455, 35’ 3-Sections Folding, 7.5” Sapcing 2x13 Press 
Wheels............................$33,000 $29,900 Tekoa, #1519

GP 1018ST, 35’ 3-Section Folding, 10” Spacing, Hoe Openers, 
21’ Press Wheel..........$7,000 $6,000 Pomeroy, #GP1036H

TILLAGE

JD 2210, 32’ Flex Field Cultivator, 9” Sweeps, 3-Bar Coil 
Tine Harrow. Never Used......$61,900 Hillsboro #760005

JD 510, 17’ 10” rigid frame disk ripper, 7-shank, spring trip 
standards................................$17,000 Tekoa #OX003232

Wilrich V957DD Disk Ripper, 14’ Wilrich disk ripper, 
9 shanks.....................................$26,500 Merrill #457580

Case IH ET530 Disk Ripper, 12’ Disk...................................
....................................................$24,275 Madras #11161

Frontier TM5124 Disk, Frontier Tandem folding disk........
................................................$53,000 McMinnville #101

JD 2625 Disk, 31’ JD Tandem folding disk...........................
....................................................$64,500 Colfax #750111

COMBINES

JD 9860 3046 hrs, Hillco Leveler, Duals, 4WD.......................
...............................................$215,500 Moscow #710792

Case IH 7010, 1120 hrs, Level Land, 2016 BPU platform.....
...............................................$140,000 Tangent #202887

JD 9650STS, 3343 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU Platform, 
straw chopper........................$87,000 Tangent, #685747

Case IH 2588, 1809 hrs, small grain, hillside, 30’ cutting 
platform..........................$210,000 Walla Walla #303583

JD 9650STS, 2246 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU Platform, 
straw chopper.................$92,500 McMinnville, #685945

JD 9650STS, 3456 hrs, Small Grain, 914P BPU Platform, 
straw chopper........................$80,000 Tangent, #686102

JD 9650STS, 3557 hrs, Small Grain, straw chopper..............
...........................................$99,950, Harrisburg, #686910

JD S680, 881 hrs, 35% Rahco Leveler, 635F Platform, 
Stoess Cart........................ $436,300 Four Lakes, #755668

JD S680, 1246 hrs, Rahco Leveler, 4WD, 635F Platform & 
Cart............................................$486,525 Tekoa, #746303

JD S690, 824 hrs, 35% Rahco Leveler, 635F Platform, 
Stoess Cart...............................$583,200 Colfax, #745738

JD 9750STS, 2500 hrs, Hillco Leveler, Small Grain, Button 
Tread Duals..............................$131,000 Colfax, #686502

JD 9750STS, 3230 hrs, Rahco Leveler, 4WD, 930R Platform 
and Cart...................................$130,000 Colfax, #691057

JD 9770STS, 1462 hrs, Rahco 35% Leveler, 30’ 630R 
Platform, Stoess Cart..............$295,000 Colfax, #730456

JD 9860STS, 2727 hrs, Rahco 35% Leveler, 30’ 630R Platform, 
Stoess Cart.......................................$249,000 Colfax, #710739

UTILITY VEHICLES

JD 855D, 1011 hrs, Diesel, 4x4, Front Bumper, Hyd. Bed 
Lift, Canopy, Bed Liner.$10,625 Tangent, #BM040482

JD 850D, 688 hrs, Diesel, 4x4, Winch, Hyd. Dump, 
All Terrain Tires, Front Bumper......................................
.............................................$9,800 Four Lakes, #32453

JD 850D, 337 hrs, Diesel, 4x4, Hyd. Dump, Knobby Tires, 
Olive & Black.............$9,400 McMinnville, #DT020061

JD HPX, Diesel, 4x4, Canopy, All Terrain Tires, 
Front Bumper.....................$9,800 Salem, #DM110816

Kubota RTV900, 330 hrs, Diesel, 4x4, Canopy, All Terrain 
Tires, Grill Guard, Hyd. Dump.$7,990 Moscow #70627
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