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Iowa’s newest hops farm harvesting first crop

SOLON, Iowa (AP) — Io-
wa’s newest and largest hops
farm is harvesting its first
commercial crop that’s already
supplying local craft brewers
around the region.

The Buck Creek Hops
farm, which is near Iowa City,
planted an estimated 25,000
plants on 25 acres this spring,
the Towa City Press-Citizen
reported.

Buck Creek owner Mark

Pattison expects to harvest
about 1,000 pounds of hops
this year, but that’s just a frac-
tion of what he and his part-
ners hope to grow in the com-
ing seasons. They have planted
seven varieties, with four cur-
rently available: Cascade, Chi-
nook, Columbus and Nugget.
“It’s our first year and a
small crop,” Pattison said.
“We’ll be more at full pro-
duction next year and the year

after. It takes a hop plant three
years to mature. The first year
is mainly just getting the roots
started, and you hope to get
some crop.”

Buck Creek has invited
brewers to hand pick their own
hops this year. Pattison said it’s
beneficial for them in creating
batches of “wet hops” beer,
using the cones straight off the
vine before they’re processed
and dried.

Big Grove Brewery typ-
ically uses hops from the Pa-
cific Northwest, where the
majority of the nation’s hops
originate, in their core portfo-
lio beers, but partner with lo-
cal growers in the fall for their
harvest beers. Big Grove said
that this year, it’s exclusively
using fresh-picked hops from
Buck Creek.

Head brewer Bill Heinrich
said the brewery hopes to part-

ner with Buck Creek to create
a year-round beer featuring
Towa hops.

Hops prices have soared in
recent years amid a craft brew-
ing boom, prompting many
to try and cash in by growing
hops commercially, Heinrich
said. But what could set Buck
Creek apart from its competi-
tors in the long run is the up-
front investment Pattison and
his team have put in to estab-

lish a larger operation with
automated equipment, he said.

“The more I watch him do
it, and the more we start to
work with them, I think he has
a better feel for what it’s going
to take to make a successful
long-term project instead of
just a short-term windfall,”
Heinrich said. “I’m really hop-
ing he does well; I think he’s
going to be a good partner
moving forward.”
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We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the bankruptcy code.
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ORGANIC FERTILIZER IMPLEMENT MANUFACTURER

100% NATURAL
Organic Fertilizer 4-3-2

Environmentally Friendly
High Performance - Low Impact
Gradual & Steady Release of Micronutrients
Convenient pellet or granule form for even broadcasting
Perfect for turf, vegetable or flower gardens, shrubs & trees

50# pellets or D. stutzman Farms

40# granules &\  PO.Box307  onrr
Call for pallet or bulk [EERSCANNNIALE) 1) E RS

pricing discounts. 888-877-7665
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BUILDERS

Metal Buildings

Install

541-607-6970 | coa 171088 | Junction City, OR

Give Us A Call.
Brandon Phone
541.914.8860

Mike Phone
541.913.6944

Fax: 541.607.6970
Brandon@rockbuildersinc.com
Mike@rockbuildersinc.com

¢ Design & Engineer Services, Building Sales, & Turn-key Buildings
* Building Design with Engineer Stamped Plans
¢ Quick Accurate Quotes
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Bryan Schurter « (503) 932-1793 - Silverton, OR
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“Specializing in Agriculture”

CHAINS, SPROCKETS, CABLE,
BEARINGS, PULLEYS,
FLAME-CUT SPROCKETS
PATENTED POWER TOOTH™ SPROCKET
1-806-172-1992
11022 Rainwater Ln SE _Aumsville, OR 97325
(503) 769-7992 FAX (503) 769-4092
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Pummel Truck Supply Co.

vk Custom Heavy Duty Truck Beds 8’ to 26’
Y& Harsh Hoists 6-36 Tons

Y Truck, Pickup, RV Accessories
TREQ ﬁacﬁ-itjs Genéva

2310 Hoyt St. SE ¢ P.O. Box 12066
Salem, Oregon 97309

(503) 581-2437 or 1-800-695-6996
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