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The folks at E.W. Brandt 
and Sons like sharing the com-
pany’s history and explaining 
the challenges of this year’s 
market.

Allen Brandt, part owner 
with brother Dana Brandt, is 
the son of the founder, Everette 
W. Brandt, who along with his 
wife, Ada, started their oper-
ation in 1947 with 16 acres of 
peaches and cherries. 

Their family had been farm-
ing in the area since 1908, and 
through ups and downs E.W. 
and Ada maintained a business 
that has been passed down to a 
new generation.

It was not until fairly recent-
ly that the greatest growth has 
occurred.

Allen Brandt remembers 
there were less than 20 acres 
when he completed college and 
returned to the family business 
in 1974.

“The rest is history,” he said. 
E.W. Brandt and Sons expanded 
to around 1,200 acres in the fol-
lowing years.

He credits the growth to in-
genuity and the desire of the 
company to do everything. 

The company, he said, devel-
oped a reputation for high-qual-
ity fruit, which was made possi-
ble because it took control over 
not only cultivation and harvest-
ing but also packing.

It has been a successful mod-
el so far, Allen said.

“We’re still here, anyway,” 
he said. “We’re growing and 
hope to continue growing.”

This optimism is shared by 
Allen’s son, Joe.

“We’re on this path of 
growth, and we plan on continu-
ing,” Joe said.

But this is a difficult time for 
the region’s fruit growers, Ryan 
Moore, a Brandt sales executive, 
explained.

Washington produced a re-

cord apple crop this year, he 
said, and other growing areas 
produced large crops, creating a 
flood of apples worldwide.

Most often, when apples are 
plentiful in Washington, they are 
scarce in other regions of the 

U.S. Then, when they are boun-
tiful in other places, Washington 
orchards are less productive.

On top of that, a port slow-
down hampered the export mar-
ket.

“The orders are coming and 

the buyers are there, but if you 
can’t get them on a boat and to 
the countries you want to get 
them to, it isn’t going to do any-
one any good,” Moore said. 

The option was to send the 
apples to domestic markets, 
places that already had a surplus, 
which has driven down prices.

In addition, trucking is a 
problem, as many small truckers 
have either gone out of business 
or joined with larger groups.

Apple family does it all and keeps growing
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Ryan Moore, E.W. Brandt and Sons sales executive, stands next to 
a sign at the Wapato, Wash., company.

E.W. Brandt and 
Sons
Started: 1976 (as E.W. Brandt 
and Sons)

Owners: Allen Brandt and 
Dana Brandt

Location: Wapato, Wash.

Crops: Cherries, peaches, 
nectarines, plums, apples, 
prunes, pears

Acres: 1,200 owned
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Description

Width: 40’ • Spacing: 10” • Monitor four meter seed 

counting, less radar • High rate sprocket • Large seed 

(White) meter roller • Narrow gauge wheel • Electronic 

population rate control • Extended wear seed boot 

• Dual row spacing • All seed run blockage warning system.

2008 John Deere Air Seeder
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Steel & Aluminum Flatbeds for Pickups    17 Views

Barn Flooring: new kiln  3 Views

Horse Sale Moses Lake Market  10 Views
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Hanging Tree Pups   214 views

NH 1078 Bale Wagon   98 views
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Ad Details

City: Arapahoe

Zip/Postal Code: 68922

Expires: 9 days, 3 hours

State: Nebraska

Listed: June 20, 2014

John Deere Seeder

Seeder

38451e8667f1403f

No tags available

80 total views, 17 today.

* 2013 EPPY Award presented by Editor & Publisher in international contest to honor the best media affiliated websites.

“OnlyAG.com Re-Invents 

The Agriculture Marketplace”
Voted Best Mobile Website

with under 1 million 
unique monthly visitors.*

CHOOSE A CATEGORY AND POST 
YOUR OWN AD FOR A QUICK LISTING.

Manage your ads from phone, tablet or desktop.

A national search site 
for equipment, 

livestock and more!

Now featuring inventory 
from these companies:

Easily search 8,000+ items!

• Ag-Bag Solutions

• Agri-Service

• Brim Tractor

• Chambers Motors

• Don Johnson Sales

• Keith Friend Fabrication

• Linn-Benton Tractor

• Oregon Truck Center

• SS Equipment

• Scholten’s Equipment

• Sunnyside 

New Holland

• TEC Equipment

• TJ Equipment

• TNT Sales of Oregon
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