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AgriBusiness Council supports growth of agriculture

By MATTHEW WEAVER
Capital Press

Greater Spokane Incorpo-
rated’s AgriBusiness Council
continues to support agricul-
ture through its many public
initiatives, the group’s chair-
man says.

Chairman Jay Allert said
the council’s keystone is the
annual Spokane Ag Expo and
Pacific Northwest Farm Fo-
rum.

“The show is doing so
well, and that’s a reflection of
the ag economy to some ex-
tent,” Allert said.

In June, the council of-
fered its annual “Good
Morning Greater Spokane”
program, designed to inform
business members about the
economic role agriculture
plays in the region.

In October, members of
the business community
toured the Washington State
University campus in Pull-
man to learn about the links
between the school and agri-
culture.

“We love people walking
away saying, ‘I had no idea’
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Participants in the Greater Spokane Incorporated tour of the Washington State University campus
listen as Ralph Cavalieri, WSU’s associate vice president for alternative energy, talks about unmanned

aerial vehicle research.

about Allert
said.

New Greater Spokane In-
corporated president Steve
Stevens joined the cham-
ber in July, replacing Rich
Hadley, who retired in May
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« Habitat Mixes

RAINIER

INCORPORATED

* (RP. SAFE & Pollinator Mixes
* Hay and Pasture Mixes

* Alfalfa and Leqgumes

25 Years Growing

after 20 years.

“Steve’s support of ag
is wonderful. We’re just
looking forward to what we
can do in the future,” Allert
said.

Allert says Stevens’ back-

ground in public policy and
a new agenda will serve agri-
culture well.

In recent years, Allert be-
lieves the council has made
great gains in reaching out to
the larger Spokane community.
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Participants in the Greater Spokane Incorporated tour f the Wash-

i

ington State University campus in Pullman listen to WSU research
associate Janet Matanguihan Oct. 28. AgriBusiness Council chair
Jay Allert, at top left, says the chamber will continue its support for

the agricultural industry.

“They realize it’s big busi-
ness and an important part
of our economy, regionally,
nationally and locally,” he
said. The council also wants
to help agriculture and the
business community work to-
gether more.

Allert foresees exciting
times ahead with the cham-
ber supporting the agricul-
ture industry. He expects
“more robust” involvement

with agriculture in public
policy and an increase in the
number of agribusinesses in-
volved in Greater Spokane
Inc.

“It’s the business of agri-
culture,” he said. “It’s a life-
style, certainly, but it’s a very
significant industry. That’s
our mission — to make sure
people realize that and to
make sure it stays healthy
going forward.”
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Thinking about selling your farm land?
TAKE IT TO AUCTION!

¢ Intense & accelerated marketing builds excitement for your property
¢ Seller is in control - no buyer contingencies, no extended negotiations
* Gives all qualified buyers the same opportunity to bid

o Competition maximizes the market value of your property

Now Booking Spring & Fall 2015 Auctions.
Call for Best Dates.
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