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BOISE — A special Idaho 
Water Users Association work 
group aims to resurrect leg-
islation creating a system of 
mitigation credits for Eastern 
Snake Plain aquifer recharge 
efforts.

Water users had a series 
of meetings on the topic and 
drafted a bill they hoped to 
introduce during the 2014 
legislative session. Idaho De-
partment of Water Resources 
Planning Bureau Chief Brian 
Patton explained the consen-
sus “fell apart” at the last min-
ute, due largely to concerns of 
some participants that the bill 
had the potential to open new 
agricultural land to irrigation.

The current bid to pass re-
charge credit legislation orig-
inated in November, when the 
water association’s executive 
director, Norm Semanko, 
asked his legislative com-
mittee if there was any inter-
est in revisiting the concept, 
Patton said. The work group 
that the legislative committee 
assigned to draft a bill met on 
Dec. 17 and is scheduled to 
meet again on Jan. 20, before 
the association’s annual meet-
ing in Boise.

Lynn Tominaga, executive 
director of Idaho Groundwa-
ter Appropriators, Inc., said 
the work group will consider 
two proposals during the up-

coming meeting — one that 
would allow mitigation cred-
its for new municipal, com-
mercial and industrial uses 
and another that would also 
allow credits for those uses 
plus supplemental water for 
current irrigated agricultural 
land. He said the majority of 
work group members support 
using credits for new munici-
pal, commercial and industri-

al irrigation. The group plans 
to solicit an opinion from the 
attorney general about the 
legality of its intentions to 
prohibit credits from open-
ing new irrigated agricultural 
land.

IDWR Deputy Director 
Mat Weaver said the depart-
ment supported the failed 
draft legislation and acknowl-
edges the importance of es-

tablishing a credit system.
Idaho Water Board Chair-

man Roger Chase said the 
concept of a recharge credit 
system has merit, provided 
that it doesn’t place additional 
demands on the aquifer.

“Breaking out new land 
concerns me, and using cred-
its to break out new land con-
cerns me a lot,” Chase said.

Lynn Harmon, manager 

of American Falls Reservoir 
District No. 2, believes the 
goal of any aquifer recharge 
project should be to stabi-
lize an Eastern Snake Plain 
Aquifer that’s declining by 
200,000 acre-feet per year on 
average.

“I still feel that the ma-
jor portion of any recharge 
should go to the aquifer re-
habilitation, not new uses — 
say 10 percent for new use 
and the other 90 percent for 
rehabilitation,” Harmon sug-
gested.

Patton envisions that a re-
charge credit system could 
coexist with the state’s current 
project to pay water managers 
fees to recharge the aquifer 
during winter months using a 
state recharge water right.

In the first year of con-
ducting winter recharge, Pat-
ton said 25,000 acre-feet of 
water has been injected into 
the aquifer thus far, mostly 
through the Milner-Gooding 
Canal, operated by AFRD No. 
2. The state shared costs with 
the district in building its new 
Milepost 31 recharge site. 
Patton said improvements are 
also underway to access roads 
along that canal. Twin Falls 
Canal Co. is also participating 
in winter recharge.

Patton said winter recharge 
has gone well, and innovations 
such as submersible pumps to 
keep headgates from freezing 
over have helped.

Group focuses on recharge credits
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Winter aquifer recharge is conducted recently at American Falls Reservoir District No. 2’s Milepost 31 
recharge site. A work group has been assigned to draft a bill for the Idaho Legislature to implement an 
aquifer recharge credit system for the Eastern Snake Plain. 
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EAGLE, Idaho — The 
Idaho Potato Commission’s 
Potato Lovers Month promo-
tion will be extended to eight 
weeks this season to help ship-
pers spread out the increased 
demand.

The world’s largest annu-
al produce display contest, in 
its 24th year, used to span the 
month of February. This year, 
however, it will run from Jan. 
12 through March 13.

Seth Pemsler, IPC’s retail/
international vice president, ex-
pects to grow the event from last 
season’s 5,000 retail store and 
military commissary entries.

Prior to Potato Lovers 
Month, February was histori-
cally a slow month for potato 
sales, following the holiday 
rush.

Last February, the com-
bination of increased fresh 
shipments for the promotion 
and challenging weather con-
tributed to supply problems 
that forced stores to scale back 
their displays or not to partici-
pate at all, Pemsler said. None-
theless, Pemsler said Idaho 
spud shipments were up 9 per-
cent last February compared 
with February of 2012. 

“Last year, there was so 
much demand during the four 
week period of Potato Lov-
ers Month that it could not 
be met,” said Lynn Wilcox, 
a fresh potato supplier with 
Wilcox Fresh in Rexburg and 
an Idaho Potato Commission 
member. “We had one very 
large customer  in particular 
who was short product. That 
customer precluded other 
customers from even getting 
product.”

By extending the length of 
the event, Wilcox said, IPC 
will enable shippers to stag-
ger when customers are ac-
tive in the promotion. Wilcox 
said the longer promotion will 
also limit the accumulation of 
potato cartons as shippers pro-
cess enough crop through their 
sheds to fill consumer bags 
with smaller spuds.

“(The promotion) defi-
nitely helps to move the crop, 
and hopefully we can generate 
enough interest to even raise 
prices a little bit,” Wilcox said. 

Oakley grower Randy Har-
dy, chairman of Sun Valley Po-
tato Growers, Inc., believes an 
extended Potato Lovers Month 
will be especially useful this 
season, given that Idaho’s crop 
profile was heavy in smaller 
spuds, making consumer bags 
abundant. Hardy also likes that 
the promotion will now en-
compass Super Bowl demand.

IPC will send out about 
20,000 kits with materials to 
build displays featuring Idaho 
potatoes and the promotion’s 
partner, Hormel Real Bacon 
Bits. Hormel shares in the 
cost of the promotion, which 
Pemsler expects will be up 
somewhat from last year’s 
roughly $500,000 budget.

Potato 
Lovers 
Month 
to span 
8 weeks
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NAMPA, Idaho — The 
Materne North America ap-
plesauce plant that located in 
Idaho last year has begun tri-
als on its first production line 
and is already purchasing ap-
ples from Washington.

Idaho apple growers say 
the facility hasn’t purchased 
from them yet but are hope-
ful that will change when the 
plant gets up and running.

John George, vice pres-
ident of manufacturing for 
Materne, told the Capital 
press in an email in Decem-
ber that the facility is “in the 
process of actual first produc-
tion.”

Materne, which makes 
GoGo squeeZ Applesauce, 
announced last February it 
would build its second U.S. 
processing facility in Nampa.

Materne officials said the 
$85 million Nampa facility is 
expected to eventually pro-
duce 60 percent of the com-
pany’s U.S. products.

George said the facility is 
now purchasing apples from 
Washington, and the site’s 
proximity to the nation’s 
major apple producing re-
gion “was one of the primary 
drivers for locating out in that 
region.”

Idaho growers said that 
although the facility hasn’t 
started purchasing Idaho ap-
ples, they are hopeful that will 
happen eventually.

“I would assume they will 
when they’re set up and ready 
to go,” said Jamie Mertz, 
co-owner of Symms Fruit 
Ranch, one of Idaho’s largest 
apple producers. 

Idaho produces about 70 
million pounds of apples a 
year and most of the state’s 
orchards are located close to 
the Nampa area.

“We do have quite a bit of 
apples here,” Mertz said. “I 
would think we could supply 
quite a bit of (their needs).”

George said members of 
Materne’s procurement team 
have been meeting with Idaho 
growers.

“Clearly it is in our best in-
terest to get the fruit from as 
close to the plant as possible,” 
he said.

George told the Capital 

Press last year that the compa-
ny plans to source apples from 
Idaho and the entire North-
west region.

Kirk Mayer, former man-
ager of the Washington Grow-
ers Clearing House Associa-
tion, which represents 2,000 
tree fruit growers, said Ma-
terne’s purchasing foray into 
Washington would be great 
news for the state’s apple 
growers, especially this year.

Washington produced a 
record 155 million boxes of 
fresh apples this year, well 
above the previous record of 
129 million, he said.

Materne’s new Idaho factory 
buying Washington apples
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Apples hang from a tree in an orchard near Caldwell, Idaho, in 
October. Idaho growers are hopeful that Materne North America’s 
new Nampa applesauce facility will soon start purchasing apples 
from the Gem State.
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PARMA, Idaho — Field 
trials meant to test the viabil-
ity of growing mint on a drip 
irrigation system have shown 
some promise but researchers 
say the ultimate conclusion is 
still pending.

Mint irrigated with a drip 
system outperformed mint ir-
rigated with a furrow system 
during the first year of the trial 
in 2013 but the furrow-irrigat-
ed mint returned the favor this 
year.

University of Idaho re-
searchers said this year’s out-
come was probably the  result 
of using too little water. Mint 
grown on a drip system at UI’s 
Parma experiment station was 
given 12 inches of water this 
year, while the furrow-irrigat-
ed mint received 30 inches.

“Mint is a pretty thirsty 
plant and ... I really think we 
didn’t apply enough water on 
our drip mint this year,” said 
Parma superintendent Jim 
Barbour.

Jerry Neufeld, UI’s Can-
yon County Extension educa-
tor, said he wouldn’t read too 
much into this year’s results 
given the amount of water 
applied to the drip-irrigated 
mint.

“It’s too early to draw any 
conclusions,” he said. “I think 
it’s promising but we have to 
give it some time for us to get 
results.

Nampa farmer Robert Mc-
Kellip became the first Idaho 
grower to put mint on a drip 
system in 2012 and a few oth-
ers have followed suit. 

McKellip, president of the 
Idaho Mint Growers Associ-
ation, said he has reduced the 
water usage on his drip-irrigat-
ed mint by half, is using 30 to 

40 percent less fertilizer and his 
yields have increased 10 to 20 
percent, compared with his fur-
row-irrigated mint fields.

“Every year I put more 
mint acres under drip,” he 
said. “It’s a little expensive but 
I’ve had really good results.” 

McKellip puts about 25 
inches of water on his drip 
mint and 50 on his furrow 
mint. He believes the Parma 
trials will ultimately prove the 
value of drip-irrigated mint 
but it will take some time.

“There’s a lot of interest 
in it,” he said. “Before a new 
idea is going to be accepted, 
you have to prove it’s better 
than the old way of doing it.”

Caldwell farmer Tony 
Weitz, chairman of the Idaho 
Mint Commission, irrigates 
his onions with a drip sys-
tem and he said drip-irrigated 
mint looks promising and is 
something he would consider 
using.

However, he’s concerned 
about the longevity of the drip 
tape because in mint fields, 
it’s left in the ground for sev-
eral years.

“My biggest concern is 
how the tape will hold up after 
being in the ground for several 
years,” he said. “I think it’s a 
good concept (but) I’m wor-
ried about the longevity.”

That and other possible is-
sues like gophers are concerns 
the Parma trials are meant to 
address, Neufeld said. 

Gophers are a major prob-
lem in alfalfa fields and he 
has advised farmers not to use 
drip systems in alfalfa because 
they can cut right through the 
tape if their tunnels are per-
pendicular to it.

“I don’t think gophers will 
be as big of a problem in mint 
but we don’t know that yet,” 
he said. 

Researchers test benefit 
of drip-irrigated mint
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