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By MITCH LIES
For the Capital Press

Each year, come the last 
week in January, organizers 
of the Northwest Agricul-
tural Show hope for rain.

“If it is good weather 
out, you know where farm-
ers are going to be,” said 
show manager Amy Pat-
rick. “They’re going to be 
working on their farms and 
not at the show.”

Whether it is the date, 
the rain or something else, 
something seems to be 
working for the organizers 
of the Northwest Agricul-
tural Show. Now in its 46th 
year, the show is the second 
largest agricultural show on 
the West Coast, behind only 
the World Ag Expo in Tu-
lare, California.

Around 10,000 people 
attended the show last year, 
a 15 percent increase over 
the previous year.

The Northwest Agricul-
tural Show was started by 

Patrick’s father, Jim Heater, 
and Lloyd Martin in 1969. 
The two attended the Tulare 
farm show, which was also 
just starting at that time, 
and took home some ideas 
of what they wanted their 
show to look like.

Initially held at the Or-
egon State Fairgrounds, the 
show in the first two years 
consisted of an exposition 
of farm machinery and sup-
plies and a handful of sem-
inars. When it was 2 years 
old, the Oregon Horticul-
tural Council was formed, 
and the show expanded its 
schedule of seminars, a for-
mula it maintains today.

The Horticultural Coun-
cil is made up of the Ore-
gon Nut Growers Society, 
the Oregon Association of 
Nurseries and the Oregon 
Horticultural Society.

“What folks were finding 
with the different groups is 
that everybody was trying 

Northwest Ag Show 
grows in the rain

Courtesy of Amy Patrick

Jim Heater, one of the founders of the Northwest Agricultural Show, 
helps move a Caterpillar tractor at the show. 
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SPECIAL SHOW PRICING 
on all PJ & 
Great Northern

GOOSENECKS
in stock or ordered 
at the show.

M.H. EBY complete 
line of AGRI-
T R A N S P O R T S .  
Livestock Semi-Trail-
er, Live-Floor Bulk 
Commodity Trailer, 
Bumper and Goose-

neck Stock Trailers built for the commercial livestock 
hauler and priced to compete. 75 years of experience 
has built a heritage of innovation.

Deck-Overs, Deck-Betweens
from PJ and Great Northern. 
Steel and Aluminum. We have 
what you need.

Banens & GR Steel Stock 
Trailers. Engineered with 
the rancher in mind.

Over 35 Dump Trailers In 
Stock from PJ, Great Northern 
and Iron Panther. We have the 
dump trailer for you needs.

Truck Beds from Great 
Northern, PJ, GR and Bradford. 
Plus we are excited to be 
showing the new Great Northern 
Truck Beds at the Ag Show.

M.H. EBY has the Truck 
Bed to cover your needs 
from pickup bed replace-
ment, dump beds, cattle 
hauler racks, and cab & 
chassis.

See you at the Ag Show! Special Show pricing on all 
trailers ordered, or bought from stock, at the Show.
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Diamond          Trailer Sales
Your All Service Dealer


