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Jealousy undermines woman'’s relationship with retiree

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: I've been in a
“friend with benefits” relation-
ship for more than a year now.
I'm 57 and he’s 79. I was raised
a Christian and wanted to save
myself for marriage. This is the
first time I have loved someone
and been the FWB. I'm jealous
of his last girlfriend and what
they had together. She wanted to
get married, and he didn’t.

A woman at my church says [
ought to just remain friends with
him and pray God will send me

a man who will love and marry
me. This is a retirement town.
There aren’t many available men
my age. | feel guilty because I
went against my Christian faith.
I’d appreciate your advice. — IN
LIMBO IN ARIZONA

DEAR IN LIMBO: Why
are you wasting your time being
jealous of his ex-girlfriend?
They are history. The odds of
you changing this man’s mind on
the subject of marriage are not
good, but you knew that from the
beginning. The guilt you’re car-
rying may be the price you pay
for whatever pleasure this rela-
tionship brings you.

Since pickings are so slim in
your community, please note that
I’m not telling you to end it. How-

ever, if the situation becomes
increasingly painful, that’s what
you should do. Because you are
deeply religious, this may be a
subject to discuss with your reli-
gious adviser.

DEAR ABBY: Five years
ago, our son was arrested for
child porn. At the time, he was
responsible for running our
family business. When he was
sent to prison for two years, we
realized he had been running it
into the ground, plus stealing as
much as he could. We have not
spoken since. Our grandson is
now being married, and he wants
us to attend.

We haven’t spoken to our
grandson or his father since all
this happened. Must we attend

this wedding? — BAD BLOOD
IN FLORIDA

DEAR BAD BLOOD: It
would be unfair to shun your
grandson for the sins of his
father. Must you attend the wed-
ding? No. Should you go? I think
so. When you do, be cordial to
your son. You do not have to see
him often or at all after that, but
keep in mind there may be other
family celebrations in the future.

DEAR ABBY: I have a best
friend of 15 years. (We even got
matching tattoos.) However, [
feel like I'm always put on the
back burner. I'm easygoing, so
maybe she feels she doesn’t need
to be a good friend in return?
I understand we all have busy
lives, but there are 24 hours in a

day and seven days in a week. It
doesn’t take but a minute to send
a text to ask how I'm doing. Am
I being unrealistic for wanting a
friendship that goes both ways?
— LOST IN A FRIENDSHIP

DEAR LOST: It is only unre-
alistic if you have spoken to
your longtime friend about how
you feel (15 years late) and she’s
unwilling to expend a little more
effort in your direction. I recom-
mend you have that long-overdue
conversation with her and let her
know what your needs are.

m Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or PO. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

federal employees, Dillon

SURVEY
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In the survey, 33% of
Oregonians said that they
at least partially agreed
that the reason employers

receive roughly 65% of
their weekly wages when
unemployed. A person
working 40 hours a week
at minimum wage could
receive around $350 per
week if laid off. The addi-
tional weekly payments

have had difficulty filling approved by the federal
jobs is because since government — initially
the COVID lockdowns, $600 and then $300 —
“people have gotten used ended in September 2021.
to not working and are con- People receiving unem-
tinuing to live off savings ployment benefits typi-

and unemployment benefits
and are not feeling a sense
of urgency to work.”
Unemployment benefits
were expanded during the
height of the pandemic, but
have since shrunk back.
Laid-off workers, who pay
into unemployment insur-
ance through payroll, can

cally have to demonstrate
that they are searching for
employment. The work
search requirement was
suspended during the
height of the pandemic, but
reinstated more than a year
ago.

One in five Oregon
workers switched to remote

or hybrid work during the
pandemic.

Workers who make
$100,000 or more were
three times more likely
than workers making less
than $50,000 to have the
flexibility to work from
home or go into the office,
the survey found.

One in four workers
making less than $50,000
had to go on unemploy-
ment at some point during
the past two years. Just
one in 10 workers making
$100,000 or more went on
unemployment.

Still, 38% of working
Oregonians said that
nothing had changed in
their employment in the
past two years.

Sienna Fitzpatrick was

halfway through a year-
long AmeriCorps program
in Central Oregon when
the pandemic hit. Despite
the pandemic, Fitzpatrick
was hired on as a full-time
employee in September
2020.

Fitzpatrick’s organiza-
tion went to remote work
during the pandemic and
only returned back to the
office this spring.

“We had a lot of really
long and sometimes kind
of tense discussions as a
department,” about the
return to the office, Fitzpat-
rick said, which resulted in
a hybrid schedule that has
had increased flexibility
when needed, like for a
coworker struggling to find
consistent childcare.

DILLON
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The agency was unable
to find the vast majority of
1,000 “ghost workers” sup-
posedly identified by its
hourly harvest formula,
which farmers claimed was
arbitrarily and inaccurately
calculated.

“The precedent was super
important for anyone who
has labor,” he said. “There
was a lot of interest nation-
ally in what was happening.
We weren’t just carrying the
torch for Oregon producers.
It had a lot of importance to
the broader ag community.”

The episode taught a
valuable lesson to over-
zealous, “out-of-control”

said. “We see what you’re
doing and there are mecha-
nisms for us to correct what
you're doing. And you really
shouldn’t do it again.”

Though he doesn’t come
from an agricultural back-
ground, Dillon said he felt
a kinship with farmers and
ranchers while working as a
staffer in the 1990s for U.S.
Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore.

He was eager to build
on those relationships
upon accepting a job as the
Oregon Farm Bureau’s com-
munications director, which
led to his hiring for the top
position in 2002.

“I felt a connection with
producers,” Dillon said.
“They’re very pragmatic and
want to get stuff done.”

OASIS
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“A wine-and-dine kind of
place,” he said. “Come hang
out, cool off, check it out,
watch some TV.”

Tia said when they do
reopen, they’ll be keeping
the same menu the Vails
had when they closed. Then,
modifications could be in
the works.

“We’ll talk to customers
and see what they like and

what they want and what we

can feasibly do,” she said.

Overnight
In addition to the cabins
they now have, they’re plan-
ning something a little dif-
ferent — geodesic domes as
overnight accommodations.
Tia called the domes “a

different, unique way to stay

here.” For those who want
to be more in the outdoors,
there’s also camping across
the road at the river access
owned by the Washington

Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

Outdoors

In addition to serving as
a fishing guide, Louis plans

to have a hunting guide
available. He has hunted

big game in Alaska, but not
yet in Washington, so he’s

leaving the guiding to a
contractor.
But Boggans will be
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selling hunting and fishing

licenses, as well as Discover

passes, which are required
for vehicle access to state
parks and recreation lands
managed by the state.

Wallowa County
connection

Just five miles from
Oregon, the Villagomezes
look forward to getting to
know their neighbors in

Wallowa County. They said
they hope to sell pies from
one of the bakeries in Enter-
prise and to learn more
about the Nez Perce Tribe
and its ties to the land here.

“I’'m big on all things
Native American,” Louis
said.

With all they’ve had to
do to get Boggans ready to
open, they haven’t had time
to explore Wallowa County

We'll help you
avoid critical

Windows 11!

Are you running an
outdated Windows
Operating System?

issues by installing

} FAST AND RELIABLE! \

Outstandin
Computer Repair = S5 ==

Mobile Computer Repair
LET US COME TO YOU!
Call or Text - 24/7

All credit cards accepted

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

yet, but they plan to.

Their kids, too, are eager
to start school in Troy.
Gabriel, a 10-year-old fifth-
grader, and Graciella, a sec-
ond-grader who’s almost
7, will make up half of the
schools student body as
soon as their parents obtain
a cross-state waiver.

“We kind of feel an obli-
gation to enroll our kids
there,” Tia said.

Computer not
running as

fast as when

it was new?

Let us install
lightning-fast
solid state drive!
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