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products company based 
in Wilsonville. Insko was 
appointed Eastern’s 12th 
president in 2015 after more 
than 20 years as an execu-
tive at Boise Cascade.

During its retreat, the 
board also engaged with 

area and regional business 
leaders, local representa-
tives and regional stake-
holders to discuss the uni-
versity’s role in business, 
industry and education in 
the area. The board hosted 
several panels made up of 
educational and business 
leaders during the two-day 
retreat. They also hosted 
a public reception where 

alumni and community 
members were able to share 
their stories with trustees.

“Our partners reiter-
ated what we know to be 
true here in Eastern Oregon 
— we are in this together,” 
Chaves said. “We need to 
continue working with each 
other to increase access 
to higher education for 
everyone in the region.”
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including police, Grande 
Ronde Hospital, school dis-
tricts and fire departments 
to put on events.

The youth council, com-
posed of teenagers from 
school districts throughout 
Union County, works 
directly with middle and 
high school students to 
create messaging that peers 
will respond to.

Wortman worked 
closely with programs like 
“Reward and Remind,’’ 
where under-age high 
school students would go 
into convenience stores 
and attempt to purchase 
tobacco. If the clerk did 
not ask for identification, 
their store would be sent a 
letter from the Youth Coa-
lition reminding it that it 
is illegal to sell tobacco in 
Oregon to anyone under 
18. Stores where identifi-
cation was requested were 
sent letters commending 
them for adhering to the 
state law.

The program was pop-
ular with program students.

“The kids loved it,” said 
Sheryln Roberts, a member 
of UCSCC’s executive 
committee.

Roberts credits Wortman 
with doing an excellent job 
of making the members of 
the youth council under-
stand that they did not have 
to be involved in drugs and 
alcohol to have a good time, 
a message the students con-
veyed to peers when they 
conducted anti-substance 
abuse projects at Union 
County schools.

Wortman did an excel-
lent job putting students 
in leadership positions for 
Youth Coalition projects, 
placements that brought out 
the best in them, Roberts 
said.

“This built kids up, 
boosting their self esteem,” 
she said.

Roberts said it was easy 
for Wortman to make con-
nections with young people.

“Robin enjoyed kids and 

made it fun for them,” she 
said.

Wortman found her-
self in the role of an edu-
cator for not only young 
people but also parents 
while serving as the Union 
County Safe Communi-
ties Coalition’s coordinator. 
Roberts noted that when 
she was hired it was legal in 
Oregon for parents to pro-
vide alcohol to their chil-
dren in their homes.

To counteract this, 
Wortman helped the 
UCSCC conduct informa-
tion campaigns to inform 
parents about how alcohol 
can affect brain develop-
ment in children and teen-
agers. Speakers about youth 
drinking were brought in 
and information about its 
detrimental impact was 
provided throughout the 
community.

Wortman was able to 
tackle many responsibil-
ities and projects at once 
because of her meticulous 
attention to planning.

“She was so organized. 
She always had every detail 
covered no matter what. 
She had every bullet point 
written down — even 
the most minute detail,” 
said Billie-Jo Nickens, a 
member of the executive 
committee of the UCSCC.

Wortman was also 
known for working long 
hours. She attended all of 
the events and activities run 
by the UCSCC, including 
its 12-hour Drug Free Relay 
at the La Grande High 
School track, an event that 
evolved into an annual run 
at the Mount Emily Recre-
ation Area.

“She was not an 8 to 
5 employee, she attended 
all of the extra activities,” 
said Tracy Christopher, a 
member of UCSCC’s exec-
utive committee.

Wortman would not even 
let health issues sideline 
her. Mansveld noted that 
in 2016, the UCSCC leader 
broke her ankle shortly 
before a work-related trip to 
Washington, D.C.

“She was such a trooper 
that she managed to 

make the trip to D.C. and 
attended the related meet-
ings in December with a 
cast and crutches. She was 
very determined to follow 
through on any commit-
ment she made,” Mansveld 
said.

Members of Wort-
man’s family were a 
common sight at the events 
she helped put on, often 
assisting her.

“She always included 
her family in her work,” 
Nickens said. “She was 
a huge advocate for the 
family.”

Wortman was the 
guiding light of the Union 
County Safe Commu-
nities Coalition but she 
never referred to herself at 
its leader and did not like 
being referred to as such. 
This reflected her deep col-
laborative spirit.

“She excelled at making 
everyone feel that they 
were part of a group and a 
team,” Nickens said. “She 
would never say it was my 
project. She was commu-
nity minded that way.”

Not surprisingly, 
Wortman was not one to 
seek the spotlight — she 
felt strongly about others 
getting credit for their con-
tributions, Nickens said.

Sometimes this meant 
Wortman’s contribu-
tions were sometimes 
overlooked.

“There were many times 
that she should have been 
in the limelight, but she 
stepped back when she 
really should have gotten 
the recognition,” Nickens 
said.

Wortman dodged the 
spotlight even though she 
was good at articulating 
UCSCC’s mission.

“She was a great com-
municator, she drew people 
into the coalition,” Chris-
topher said. “She was defi-
nitely amazing and defi-
nitely an inspiration.”

A celebration of life cer-
emony for Wortman will 
be conducted from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, Aug. 
20, in Wallowa at its senior 
center.
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Ken Patterson, the fair’s 
auction chair and barn 
superintendent, said that 
during the annual sale, 
139 sellers showed their 
market livestock to pro-
spective buyers. The auc-
tion brought in $82,000 
more overall than last year, 
rounding out at $378,000.

The fair board included 
a new event this year 
called “Over the Hill” an 
event sponsored by the 
Eastern Oregon Jackpot 
where young fair partici-
pants could nominate older 
family and friends to show 
their animals.

This was also the first 
year that auction attendees 
could purchase market 
animals and donate them 
to schools in the Grande 
Ronde Valley — including 
schools in Cove, Elgin, La 
Grande, Imbler and Union. 
According to Patterson, 
five beef and four pigs 
were donated. Schools that 
received donations simply 
had to cover the cutting 
and wrapping costs.

“It was super neat to 
see animals raised by kids 
go back to students in the 
area,” Patterson said.

Attractions and 
entertainment

When it came to finding 
entertainment for this 
year’s fair, Gover-Shaw 
said it wasn’t as difficult to 
find entertainers to fill the 
nightly slots on the fair-
grounds’ small and large 
stages.

This year’s musical 
lineup included many local 
groups and performers 
from outside the region, 
including The Wasteland 
Kings, Countryfied, Ripple 
Effect, Brewer’s Grade and 
Tiller’s Folly — a Cana-
dian group that celebrated 
its 25th anniversary this 
year. Gover-Shaw said 
she heard compliments 
throughout the week on 
the strength of this year’s 
performers.

Two years removed 
from the pandemic, the fair 
was mostly back to busi-
ness as usual, with the 
help of sponsors and con-
tinued improvements to the 
fairgrounds.

Although the fair has 
had sponsors in the past, 
this is the first year that it 
implemented a three-tiered 
sponsorship system — 
champion, reserve cham-
pion and blue ribbon. Upon 
arriving at the fairgrounds 
this year, patrons were 
greeted with signs naming 
each one, including Bar-
reto, D&B Supply, Granite 

View Foot and Ankle and 
Tap That Growlers.

“It’s definitely not pos-
sible without those spon-
sors,” Gover-Shaw said of 
the sponsors’ in-kind and 
cash contributions.

Gover-Shaw said that 
all but two vendor spots in 
their Mount Fanny Exhibit 
Hall were filled. For many 
family businesses that 
might not have a store-
front, the fair offers them a 
yearly opportunity to sell 
their wares. She noted that 
these booths would have 
been full had a few ven-
dors not come down with 
COVID-19 before arriving 
at the fair.

The fair board worked 
throughout the year to 
make improvements to the 
fairgrounds in prepara-
tion for the four-day event. 
In collaboration with La 
Grande Drywall, ACE 
and Elgin Electric, the 
board replaced the kitchen 
ceiling in the Mount Emily 
Exhibit Hall — the 4-H 
building — and gave the 
hall a fresh coat of paint.

Behlen Manfucaturing 
donated around 30 stock 
tanks to the fair, which 
the La Grande Lion’s 
Club filled with colorful 
pansies and petunias 
donated by the Imbler FFA 
greenhouse.

Carrying on without a 
carnival

Four carnival businesses 
across the region went out 
of business during the pan-
demic, and the fair has not 
had a carnival the last two 
years. Gover-Shaw noted 
that for the businesses left, 
the Union County Fair 
simply isn’t a big enough 
event.

“If we don’t have 25,000 
people overall, we’re not 
going to be able to get a 
carnival to come to our 
event,” she said.

Last year, the fair worked 
with Bubble Fun to provide 
inflatable bounce houses, 
obstacle courses, bungee 

jumping and bumper ball. 
Bubble Fun did not return 
this year due to operating 
expenses and distance.

According to Gov-
er-Shaw, the fair board is 
already working on ways to 
incorporate more activities 
for kids during next year’s 
fair, like a climbing wall 
and a mechanical bull. Still, 
even without a carnival, the 
fair increased its attendance 
in the last two years.

Although the carnival 
may be a fan favorite 
among fair attendees, Gov-
er-Shaw noted that the car-
nival rides and activities 
have, in the past, actually 
brought about unwanted 
behavior at the yearly fam-
ily-friendly event.

Back to work
For Gover-Shaw and the 

fair board, they’re already 
back to the grindstone. The 
team already has a theme 
picked out for next year’s 
fair — “Boots, Jeans and 
American Dreams.” In the 
next few weeks it will get to 
work on the new premium 
book to make improve-
ments from suggestions 
they received this year.

Fair Board President 
Jamie Jo Haddock high-
lighted in an email the 
values at the heart of each 
year’s fair.

“Fairs are the cele-
bration of our rural life. 
They are a time to come 
together, socialize, and 
highlight what our com-
munity members have 
been doing the last year,” 
she wrote.
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Contributed Photo

Robin Wortman, far right, walks with friends at the old 12-hour Drug Free Relay at La Grande High School’s 

track about six years ago. Wortman, of Wallowa, a former 4-H leader and a former director of the Union 

County Safe Communities Coalition, died last week of natural causes at the age of 59.

shannon golden/The Observer

A crowd gathers to watch the Union County Fair parade on Adams Avenue Aug. 5, 2022.

shannon golden/The Observer

Fair goers gather to watch the “Over the Hill” showmanship award, 

hosted by the Eastern Oregon Jackpot, on the evening of Aug. 4, 

2022.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/9/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Take-out
Menu 

Updated 
Weekly

Open 
Fri-Sun 

5pm-8pm

www.tendepotstreet.com
541-963-8766

tendepotstreet@gmail.com

“Real Food for 
the People”


