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The forest management project 
at MERA was introduced by Union 
County for improving forest health 
and reducing wildfire risk, as well as 
conducting logging for profit, with the 
proceeds going back into the recre-
ation area.

The Red Apple area and the 
MERA Loop trail below Asher Lane 
will be closed off for logging and 
mastication from Aug. 29 through 
Oct. 31. All fire safety restrictions as 
outlined by the Oregon Department 
of Forestry will be followed while 
logging, according to Wright.

Wright plans to have weekly con-
versations with the contractor and 
go onsite to the logging area in order 
to provide greater oversight and 
ensure the project is moving along as 
intended.

“Make sure it’s a good job when 
we are all said and done,” he said.

There was some debate over 
whether the Upper Igo Trailhead 
should remain open during the log-
ging work after residents from Igo 
Lane expressed safety concerns about 
equestrians on the road due to blind 
corners. The joint advisory com-
mittee unanimously voted to keep all 
the trailheads open.

The boundary line will be heavily 
signed so the public is aware of what 
areas are off limits. Committee mem-
bers and volunteers will be stationed 
at MERA on the first day of logging 
to answer questions and direct people 
to areas where they can still hike, 
bike, ride and enjoy the outdoors.

Wright announced that an agree-
ment had been reached with a private 
landowner to allow the logging com-
pany access to MERA, so that the 
primary parking lot for MERA was 
not impacted.

Wright also provided a brief 
update on the hiring of a new coor-
dinator for Union County Parks. He 
hopes to have the position filled by 
November.

“After the last meeting, I appre-
ciate you working to address our con-
cerns,” said Tyler Brooks, committee 
member and head of the Blue Moun-
tain Single Track Club.
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While driving, Hamilton said he 
engaged in small talk, pointing 
out where his wife’s children lived 
— a decision he would come to 
regret.

The second trip was supposed to 
be to Spring Creek, where Lee told 
Hamilton an RV had broken down. 
But when the pair were almost to 
the exit, Lee revealed he actually 
needed to go to Meacham, where 
he met a man with a brightly col-
ored plastic shopping bag.

During the drive back, Ham-
ilton said, Lee asked if he wanted 
to see what was in the bag. Ham-
ilton said Lee pulled out a box, 
opened it and revealed a gun. Ear-
lier during his testimony, Ham-
ilton said he has an intense fear of 
guns.

Testimony about  
Lee’s demeanor

Hamilton testified he became 
uncomfortable with Lee’s lan-
guage and attitude, which esca-
lated once the Conley Road prop-
erty was listed for sale.

He told the jury Lee would say 
his wife was costing him every-
thing, that she needed to be gotten 
rid of and he knew people in Port-
land that for $3,000 would come 
to deal with the problem.

Hamilton said Lee asked him 
if he would serve as an alibi if 
something happened. Hamilton 
said he would not lie to police.

McDaniel asked why Hamilton 
continued to work with Lee. He 
explained they were so close to 
being done with the trailer and it 
felt like the end was in sight.

She asked him why he did not 
go to police. Hamilton said he did 
not think Lee’s threats were sin-
cere and he was merely mad about 
the divorce.

The night of  
Williams’ slaying

Hamilton was supposed to 
meet Lee and his son at the repair 
shop the night Williams was 
killed, Nov. 17, 2018.

Hamilton said he was feeling 
incredibly anxious that night — 
worrying that perhaps it was not 
Lee’s son coming from Portland 
but someone else.

Hamilton ended up going to 
Lee’s shop after 11 p.m. He said 
he took back roads to avoid cam-
eras, not wanting any association 
between himself and Lee in case 
something did happen that night.

When he arrived, Lee came 
out from his trailer and the pair 
had a brief interaction where 
Hamilton demanded his keys 
because the work on his RV was 
still not completed.

Hamilton said Lee went back 
inside to get the keys, but when 
he came back he was wearing dif-
ferent clothes and was carrying a 
bag. According to Hamilton, Lee 
opened the passenger door, tossed 
the bag down and got in the car.

Hamilton testified Lee grabbed 
a long-barreled gun and pressed 
it to Hamilton’s temple. Ham-
ilton told jurors he was scared 
and thought Lee was going to kill 
him.

During this line of questioning 
from McDaniel, Hamilton broke 
down crying again and needed 
time to compose himself.

When he continued, he said 
as Lee directed him to drive, he 

was desperately trying to think 
of a way out. He said he consid-
ered trying to knock the gun out 
of Lee’s hand, but was worried 
the gun would go off while it was 
pressed against his head.

Hamilton said as they 
approached the Conley Road 
house, Lee had him slow down 
and partially turn around until the 
car was straight across the road. 
Hamilton said Lee was acting 
erratically — half screaming, half 
mumbling. He could not recall 
if he or Lee had shut off the car, 
just that the keys ended up on the 
passenger seat after Lee got out. 
Hamilton said Lee kept the gun 
pointed at him as he went around 
and opened all of the car doors.

McDaniel asked Hamilton 
why he did not drive away at this 
point. He answered Lee had told 
him not to move or he would 
shoot.

Hamilton said he heard gun-
shots — two incredibly loud shots 
and then possibly two or three 
quieter shots. He told McDaniel 
he thought maybe there was a 
gunfight happening. Other than 
the shots, he heard nothing.

He said Lee returned, closing 
all the car doors.

Hamilton said he asked Lee if 
someone was shooting at them. 
He said Lee told him to shut up 
and drive.

Hamilton testified Lee also 
said “she” would no longer be 
bothering him, but did not clarify 
whom he was speaking about.

Hamilton said Lee was 
breathing heavily, seemed mad 
and did not want to talk. He said 
Lee held the gun to Hamilton’s 
head again as they started to 
drive. As they passed police on 

the road, Hamilton said he slowed 
down and turned on his brights 
— trying to get law enforcement 
to pull him over. Lee noticed and 
told him if he slowed down again 
he would shoot.

Along Highway 237, Ham-
ilton said Lee rolled down the 
passenger window and tossed 
the gun. He was momentarily 
relieved until Lee pulled another 
gun. McDaniel asked if this was 
the same gun from Meacham and 
Hamilton responded he did not 
know at the time, but later made 
the connection.

Hamilton said after they 
arrived at the shop, Lee got out 
while keeping the gun trained on 
him and said, “Don’t tell anyone 
or we’ll kill you, Cindy, the 
family, just like we killed her.”

Hamilton said he started beg-
ging for his life, reassuring Lee 
he would not say anything. He 
said he was too scared to go 
home, so instead he went to his 
office.

McDaniel again asked Ham-
ilton why he did not go to the 
police. Hamilton said he was 
scared and his family came first.

Hamilton told the jury that Lee 
called him two times after that 
night. The first time Lee asked 
him what was going on and Ham-
ilton assured him that he had not 
talked to anyone. The second call, 
which went to voicemail, was 
Lee telling Hamilton the RV was 
ready.

When Hamilton was arrested 
in connection to Williams’ death, 
he said he tried to deflect their 
questions and not say exactly 
what happened that night. Ham-
ilton said he believed Lee’s 
threats to kill his family, and he 

still was worried and terrified to 
be testifying.

Defense’s cross examination
Lee’s attorney, Dean Gushwa, 

on cross examination asked Ham-
ilton multiple times if he heard 
anything the night of Williams’ 
slaying. Hamilton said the only 
sounds he heard that night were 
the gunshots.

Gushwa turned to Hamil-
ton’s agreement with the district 
attorney in exchange for his tes-
timony. Hamilton said he pleaded 
guilty to two charges of hin-
dering, which came with 7½ years 
of prison time. Hamilton said he 
believed this was all he would 
be charged with, but the murder 
charge had not been dismissed.

Gushwa asked Hamilton why 
he had changed his mind and 
finally testified about the murder. 
Hamilton said he wanted to put 
Williams’ family, and his own 
family, at ease.

Gushwa noted instances when 
Hamilton lied to police and asked 
Hamilton whether he told the 
truth in his final interview with 
police.

When Gushwa continued 
his cross examination Monday 
morning, Aug. 1, he asked Ham-
ilton if he and Lee were intimate 
together. Hamilton said he did 
not know what Gushwa meant, 
to which the defense clarified a 
sexual relationship.

Hamilton said no.
The district attorney rested 

her case on Aug. 2, and Gushwa 
scheduled defense witnesses for 
Aug. 3. The court anticipates 
closing statements could happen 
Aug. 3, after which it will be up to 
the jury to determine a verdict.
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“Everyone can relate in some 
way or another.”

This year’s walk received 
two $2,500 donations from 
what the ASO calls “platinum 
sponsors” — La Grande’s 
Center for Human Development 
and The Dalles-based non-
profit Greater Oregon Behav-
ioral Health. Other sponsors 
chipped in as well, including 
La Grande’s own Bowman 
Trucking.

Smith and co-organizer 
JulieKay Dudley started 
the Union County Color the 
Blues for Autism Walk in 
2016. According to Smith and 
Dudley, the event has outgrown 
its original locale at Riverside 
Park, and will now be held at 
the Union County Fairgrounds, 
3604 N. Second St.

Smith said the fairgrounds 
offer a space that is big enough 
and safe enough for more 
people to come and enjoy the 
festivities. Despite the location 
change, Smith expects to see 
returning volunteers and partic-
ipants who have a soft spot for 
the yearly event.

“This is the walk that they 
look forward to being a part 
of every year,’’ she said. “It 
feels pretty good to have that 
response.”

For Smith, the autism walk 
— and her role in planning it 
— hits close to home. Her son, 
Raiden, was diagnosed with 
autism at two years old. Raiden 
endured all manner of chal-
lenges, from being born prema-
turely to persevering through 
a broken collar bone while 
working through a develop-
mental delay.

“He’s our success story,” 
Smith said. “He’s my 
superhero.”

Despite his developmental 
delay, he began formulating 
words and sentences around 
four years old with the help 
of some of his favorite songs 

and television shows. Now 12, 
Smith’s son joins her for the 
yearly walks.

This year, Smith has invited 
the Portland Ghostbusters — a 
donation-based charity cosplay 
group that participates and vol-
unteers in community events 
throughout the Pacific North-
west — to the walk. A few of 
the group’s volunteers will be 
in attendance, dressed in full 
Ghostbusters get-up.

Attendees can also expect 
a free lunch, a photo booth, 
face painting, prize raffles and 
more. Local vendors like La 
Grande’s Kettle Corn N’ More 
will also be selling a variety 
of treats. This year’s festivi-
ties will also include a bounce 
house.

Dudley, whose daughter 
is on the spectrum, has been 
involved in the autism com-
munity for over 35 years. For 
her, the day is just as important 
for celebrating children on the 

spectrum as it is for parents and 
family.

“I never realized until we 
started this how much families 
need a day to just be a family,” 
Dudley said. “For parents, it’s 
a day to relax and let your hair 
down.”

For siblings who often feel 
left out because of the energy 
parents put into caring for their 
child with autism, Dudley said 
the color walk can help them 
understand “that their sibling is 
someone to celebrate.”

The culminating activity of 
the day will be the color walk. 
Smith and Dudley have ordered 
bulk batches of dyed cornstarch 
that participants can throw as 
they parade around the half-
mile paved loop on the fair-
grounds. Dudley’s advice to 
event-goers: “Wear something 
that you don’t mind getting 
colors on.”

With the help of the Union 
County Chamber of Commerce, 

Smith hopes to garner more 
volunteers and community 
members who want to attend. 
Smith said she anticipates 250 
attendees this year, but would 
be thrilled if more show up.

“There’s so much craziness 
in the world today,” she said. 
“We just want to let everyone 
know that we all can come 
together.”

Funds from event registra-
tion fees will go toward sup-
porting ASO-sponsored pro-
grams, events and support 
groups in Eastern Oregon. Reg-
istration is $10 for adults over 
18 and $5 for children between 
three and 17. Admission is free 
for children two and under. 
Participants over the age of 
two receive T-shirts with their 
registration.

Register at https://
secure.qgiv.com/event/
colortheblues2022/.

Sign up to volunteer at vol-
unteersignup.org/LE994.
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Cassiopaia smith/Contributed Photo

The annual Color the Blues for Autism Walk will take 

place Saturday August 13th, from 10 am to 1 pm.

Cassiopaia smith/Contributed Photo

During the first annual Color the Blues Autism Walk on  

April 30, 2016, Cassiopaia Smith was joined by her husband, 

Jeremy, and her son, Raiden, who designed the T-shirts that 

participants wore during the walk.

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
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CALLERS ONLY!**
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 11/9/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999


