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tip of
he hat to
he Tigers

arett Armstrong probably said it best in a
story in this newspaper earlier this week

“It was pretty great, to be honest,” he said.

Armstrong, of course, was speaking about the
triumph of his team — La Grande High School
varsity baseball — at the OSA A Class 4A base-
ball championship.

In a spectacular show of offensive firepower
and defensive prowess, the Tigers defeated
Hidden Valley 10-1 to claim the state crown.

The victory caps another great season by the
Tigers and should firmly place them in the pan-
theon of great prep diamond squads in the history
of the state.

We often spend a great deal of time focusing
on issues that seemingly transcend our local area
and that is why is it is a pleasure — from time to
time — to stop the news train, so to speak, and
take stock of a feel-good tale such as the big win
by the Tigers.

In a way, the win by the Tigers signifies a vic-
tory for the entire town. For a brief moment, we
can all put aside the worries and hopes of our
lives and simply reflect on a story that is pure in
its simplicity.

The La Grande win allows us to remember,
if only for a moment, the days when practical
items — such as winning a state championship
baseball game — took center stage. We can all
bask in the prep glory of the Tigers’ triumph and
remember that, occasionally, small things really
do mean a lot.

The players and coaches deserve a great deal
of credit, but so do the parents who stood by
their players and supported them throughout the
season. The administrators and other school offi-
cials behind the team should also be lauded for
lending their support.

The Tigers’ victory was very much about a
team with a dream coming together at a crucial
time. Teamwork paid dividends for La Grande
and helped it earn a huge win. We hope this suc-
cess is remembered because it was a unique tri-
umph, not easily achieved.

Our collective hats are off to the LHS baseball
team. Great job!
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

s the U.S. House of Repre-
Asentatives opens its investi-

gation into the Jan. 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol I can’t help but
remember a similar series of hear-
ings during the past 50 years over
other such high-profile issues as
Watergate and the Iran-Contra arms
sale controversy.

As I reflect on these simi-
lar-in-scope controversies [ am
reminded of how much has changed
in our lives and why that impacts
how we as a nation absorb such
episodes.

The Watergate scandal pretty
much needs no introduction or
explanatory analysis. The scandal
brought down President Richard M.
Nixon and sent the nation off on a
different trajectory we are, in some
ways, still on today.

The Iran-Contra affair was a big,
big deal in the mid-1980s. It was, in
essence, another political scandal
where, between 1981 and 1986,

senior Reagan administration offi-
cials secretly cleared the way for the
sale of weapons to Iran to hopefully
use the profits to fund the Contras in
Nicaragua. At the time the Contras
were a guerrilla group supported by
the U.S. who were trying to over-
throw the Nicaraguan government.

Both scandals rocked the nation
and created a tremendous amount
of controversy. Now, as the House
begins its live hearings the item
that resonates the most with me is
how much our media landscape has
changed and how these new hearings
will be presented.

Now, more than ever, the hear-
ings are inside a new level of contro-
versy and partisan bickering. Many
Republicans don’t think the hearings
will even be fair. Fox Network won’t
carry the hearings live.

The entire episode will, it
appears, evolve into yet another
political quagmire with no real
results except for more partisanship.

In short, there will be no single
“honest broker” to come forward and
present a factual, nonbiased view for
the American public. Instead, our
news media will be — as it has been
now for almost a generation — in its
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own particular silos.

Fox will cater to a certain group.
CNN will too. Other networks will
pander to who they believe are the
most important. The truth? Well,
forget about it.

That, I think, is the real shame.
We no longer have a Walter Cronkite
who can come on the screen and
give us a simple just-the-facts report
that lets each of us make our own
decision. That type of reporting
is something I push very hard for
in my position with the EO Media
Group. I want that type of just-the-
facts reporting to be our hallmark.
As long as [ am able, I will continue
to do so.

Yet, as I look across the broad
media landscape and I review the
hearings that began June 9, I have
to admit I feel a bit disappointed. I
wish we could, as a nation, do better.

I 'am, in the end, left with only a
single sentiment: Walter Cronkite,
where are you now when we need you?

Andrew Cutler is the interim editor of The
Observer and the regional editorial director for
the EO Media Group, overseeing The Observer,
East Oregonian and four more newspapers in
Eastern Oregon.
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